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THE 


[Author to the Reader. 


az T may poſſibly be thought that the Ttchof 


=; Writing mm this ſcribling Age , hath call d 
t £33, me out of my ſafe retirement , to ſpeak 
NW 4 ; SFr | : : : 
Sz. my mind at a time when T might with more 
ſecurity bave kept my thoughts to my ſelf. | 

But I do aſſure my Reader it is nothing ſo, for 
having many years 'ſnice from the Courſe of things con- 
jeftured what would be the Event of them, Iyet ab- 


ſtained from troubling the World , believing that nothing 


. T could ſay would be regarded for the Publick Good, tho 


it might to my private damage , it being more eafie and 
uſual to revenge a ſuppoſed Injury than to acknowledge 
a kindneſs. 

T bave alſo obſerved that others who have ſtept 
forth before me on the ſame Charitable Account have 
met with worſe than bad Language ; and T1 thought it 
better to be warned by their harms than to wiſh 1 had. 
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| The Author to the Reader. 


But findmg the diſturbers of our Peace every day 
more inſolent , and not only to whiſper the poyſon of 


their difloyal Principles im corners, but -publickly own 


them. in the face of the Sun , and ſeeing alſo that the 
Succeſs was above what they had any reaſon to expeFt. 
I thought it was 4a mighty reproach to us, that they 


ſhould venture more For the ruin of the Government, 


than I and others durſt for its preſervation. 

So truſting on the Providence of God and: the Pro. 
tection of my Prince , I reſolved to do the beſt T could 
to ſtop that inundation of Miſery which. will certainly 


follow if not timely prevented, from thoſe ill Men , 


and ill-Principles ; which. have formerly imbroyl'd us 
by the ſame Ways and Means, tho not upon the ſange Oc- 
caſtons. | 

The follawing Diſcourſe then 1s defagned only to that 
End, and if it may have that Ejfe& , I jhall deſire 
19 more than my ſhare in that bleſſing withthe reſt of the 
Nation. | 

T be Perſons for whom Tintend it, are not the Great 
and Learned for they know theſe things, better than I do, 
but my Country Neighbours , who being otherwiſe em- 
floyed have not had the leiſure that was neceſſary to refleft 
pon theſe things 3 and what would be the Event of them, 
but bem hurried en by .@ oreat zeal avaſt Popery and 
Arbitrary Government, and believins thoſe men that 


ſeemed moſt to declaim againſt them , were tle moſt 
pr ; 
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The Auilice to the Reader, 


likely to ſecure the Nation from thoſe two drezdful 
things , have before they were aware of it , beyond 
their deſigns or intentions , ſet us not only within the 
reach of theſe Mileries , but indangered the bringing 
them on by a Civil War , to the utter Ruin of the Na- 
tion. F 


"In the interim I wiſh they would, conſider , That 
ſhould either Popery or Arbitrary-Governmenc be 
attempted to be impoſed on us , whilſt we ſtood Stoutly 
and Loyallpto the Religion Eftabliſh'd and the Mo- 
narchy , the Deſign would certainly miſcarry together 
with the Author. But on the other ſide , if we ſhould 
be ſhatter'd into Fattions in Religion as we were in the 
Late Rebellion , and every man permitted not only to 
Follow but Teach bis own Phancies and Modes of Reli- 
gious Worſhip, the Jeſuits would under the diſguiſes 
of ſuch men mſtill what Principles they pleaſed into the 
Common People , and wheeadle them into Popery again 
before they knew where they were, or put them upon other 
things that were full as bad as Popery, 


And if we ſhall likewiſe purſue the Old Deſien 


of Changing ths Antient Monarchy mto 4a Com- 


mon-Wealth, as it is madneſs to think it can ever 
be done without a ſharps Deſtrutive War , ſo the 
Event of that is the moſt uncertain thing in the 

| World 
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The Author to the Reader. 

World ; but we are certain if ever it happen, Miſe- 
ries enough will attend it , and there are many Living 
that remember what they ſuffered in the laſt. But 

then it is Ten Thouſand to One if it ends not in an Ar- 
bitrary Government, and that a Monarchy tos ; 
for as no War can be manag'd without a General , [qo 
it will not be poſſible when he hath Conquered others to 
make him and all lis Aſſiſtants ſubmit to them that Em. 
ployed bim and them. And ſo we may change our pre- 
ſent Monarchy for another Oliver Cromwell who 
was as Ablolute as the King of France. *But what 
ſhall we get by that * And again , ſuppoſe we could ſet 
up a Parliament without a King , would not this be an 
Arbitrary-Government ? Are not the Gentlemen, of 
Venice as Arbitrary in their way as the Grand Seig. 
neur, and the People as much Slaves there as under the 
moſt Abſolute Prince in the World : Who ſhould then 
Prote& us from the Injury of a Potent Parliament man ? 
Who ſhould binder them from Levying what Moneys they 
pleaſed upon 1s , and then dividing it amongſt themſelves, 
as they did in the Late Times ? .can any man imagine they 
would not Divide all the Places of Truſt and Profit a- 


mong/t themſelves and their Relations , and then per- 


petuate their own being as a Parliament, and ſecure all 


Elefions to themſelves and their Friends, and ſo make 
all the reſt of the Nation trftkle under them in Poverty. 
WY and 
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The Author to the Reader. 


and Slavery *- what hath been may be ; and , which is 


more, will be if this ſhould happen. 


But on the other ſide , ſhould we enter another 
War with our King and be get the Viftory , what 
ſhould hinder bim from giving us what . Laws bg 
pleaſed * and we have no reaſon to think be durſt 
if he would, reſtore us to that Liberty we now 
bave , and muſt then be ſuppoſed to have abuſed. 
And let no man deceive you ſo far as to perſuade 
you this is improbable , for though his Majeſties Fa- 
ther did not begin the laſt War , till he bad loſt. 
' all the means of a War, yet he reduced the Par-_ 
liament to thoſe Streights that they had no other - 
way to ſave ' themſelves then, but to call in . the - 
Scots, and yet Ireland was imbroyled by the 
Papiſts, and Scotland but juſt. quieted after 
a Rebellion; So that neither of thoſe Nations lent 
him the leaſt Aſſeſtance, and is there any reaſon : 
to believe all theſe Accidents will happen together . 


again. 


But ſuppoſe now @ Foreiner ſhould ſtrike in to + 
belp the Weaker fide and Conquer both , what think . 
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The Author to the Reader. 


y0u of Arbitrary-Government and Popery , 
then * : 


For my part I have thought of it'as Seriouſly as any 
man , and I cannot fee how Popery can ever be ſet 
up again in this Nation by any other way ? it being 
one of the ſmalleſt Faftions in the Nation and mo 
hated , and the late Plotters were not ſuch Fools as to 
hope to introduce it by any other means ; for though a 
Toleration may poſſibly do it , yet it will take fo 
much time , and be lyable to ſo many Diſappointwents , 
That 1 heartily believe their Patience would never have 
held out till it could have been brought about that way, 
but this of 'a Fore Conqueſt will work the feat quick- 
ly and irreſiſtibly. = 


Suppoſe now in the laſt place , after another War, 
we ſhould ſettle as now we are, what recompence 
ſhould we have for all the Blood and Treaſure it 
would coſt us * What hath the Nation got by all that 
was ſpent in the laſt but Exciſe and Chimney-mo6- 
ney; Aud a neceſſity of maintaining the Expence of 
the Government tothe End of the World out of our 
private Eſtates , now all the Crown-Lands are gone. | 


But 
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The Author to the Reader. 


But you will ſay, Who intends to Rebel or begin 
aWar * I Anſwer , Every one that endeavours to 
make the preſent Government uneaſte , ſuſpetted , 
mpracticable. Without a Government. we cannot be, 
nor that without Laws and Supplies, and he that 
hinders theſe two from having their due courſe , Will 


- introduce a War Forem or Domeſtick , whether be 


mtends it or no. It is ſuppoſed generally the King 
cannot long ſubſiſt without Money, ( how truly 1 
will not diſpute ) that is, be cannot maintam the Go- 
vernment ; then this muſt be had in a legal or an 


-iltegal way, or the Government will be rum'd for 


want of it. Tf in an illegal way then Arbitrary- 


Government comes in, if it be ſubmitted to , and a- 


War if it be not : So. you ſee here is no wa) to avoid 


it, but by opening the Legal ways which perbaps the.. 
Foll of ſome Men and the Knavery of others would. 


for ecloſe. 


Put we are not only in danger of a Domeſtick 


but a Forem War too, the King of France takes 
in Flanders apace , and all the World knows he 
had beew }Maſter of it before now , but that his Ma- 
jcſty mterpoſed, Now ſuppoſe be ſhould Conquer 


it and bis Maj jeſty not be: able to hinder it for want 


of Money , what ſpall hinder him then from invadins 
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The Author to the Reader. 


1s inthe next place, and if we be divided and jea- 


lows each of other and of our King too , What can 
prevent our Ruin ? 


But you will ſay, his Majeſty may have Supplies 
if be will comply with bis Parliament , and I ſay if 


| 3ou will Chooſe bim ſuch a Parliament as you ought, 


he will certainly comply with it ; but if you Chooſe 
hm ſuch men as Ruin'd bis Father by complying 
with them , and they will not ſupply him but upon 


ſuch Terms as he cannot Grant , without Ruining 


the Monarchy and himſelf too, or ( Which is all 


one ) which he believes will have that Effe& , be” 


will certainly run any Hazard rather than De- 
throne himſelf by his own Aft, becauſe that is the 
worſt thing that can happen to hm, by a Forein 
or Domeſtick Enemy as his Father found by fad Ex- 


perience. 


So then I muſt conclude , whoever ſhall bring the 
Government into theſe Difficulties , deſign a War, in 
which Caſs if ſpeedy Care be not taken, an Arbitrary 


Government or a War muſt follow, and it may be 
both. . 


 . But you will ſay, if the King will but conſent to 
diſmberit the Duke of York , the quarrel is at an 
- End, 


The Author to the Reader. 1x 
End. Tſay No, but if the Duke were dead, the King 
would be in the ſame Condition , for beſides difnhe- 
rung the Duke of York , we muſt have none in 
any Office but Sober Proteſtants, Enenues to Po- 
pery «and Arbitrary Government ; and of this 
they muſt be Judges who call the Religion Eſta- 
bliſhed Popery, and the Monarchy , an Arbitrary 
Government. And when this is Granted, the 
King muſt have no Guards, no Privy-Counſel- 
lors, no Judges, but what they pleaſe.» And a 
Parliament te fit till they have done the buſaneſs of 
the Nation , and Secured the Proteſtant Religion 
fromall poſſibility of being Deſtroyed , or Chang. 
ed: that is, to the End of theWorld, Andwhen 
he bath Granted all this , he will have notbing more 


to part with but his Life , and long he will not be able 
to keep that neither, | 


, 
: 


90 I conclude , he neither can nor will ever Grant 
theſe things , and 1 am morally aſſured that ſuch a 
Parliament as will not be contented with leſs , will 
infallibly bring on a Change of the Government , 
or aWar m a ſhort time either Forem or Domeſtick,, 

- and whoever hath a hand in ſending up ſuch a Par- 
liament, muſt be accountable to God and Man for the 
Conſequences. ne em 4 Ln Oe 


But 
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The Author to the Reader. 


But on the contrary , would you ( when bis Ma- 
jeſty permits it ) Chooſe honeſt Country Gentlemen, 
that Love neither the Diſſenters nor the Papilts, 
they would ſecure you and the Nation from Popery, 
Arbitrary Government , another War, and a 
(hange of the Government , and England ſhould 
once more become the Ballance of Chriſtendom , 
the Terror of France , the Bulwark of the Re# 
formed Religion , the Joy and Paradiſe of the 
Whole Earth, 


The Defien of the following Diſcourſe , ( how 
well or ill foever done ) is to ſhew yon how”, and 
by. wboſe means we were brought into this Condi- 
tiow. - Not to Augment your Fears and Jealouſres , 
but your Sagacity and Prudence , to which the other 
two are the greateſt Enemies in the World , eſpeci- 
ally when they are xot reaſonable, or are preten- 
ded by others to deceive, Ut is or was, a Cuſtom 
amonz/ſt Huntimen to. hang a long Line full of 
Painted Feathers, and then with that Line to en- 
compaſs a feeding Deer , the poor Animal hemg 
equally afraid of the Hunters and the wagging »Fea- 
thers , runs in a round and is rum'd by hi own 
Fears and Jealouſies , where there is no Cauſe more 
than *y the Real Dangers , which ſhe would eaſily 


ot ber 


The Author to the Reader. "'W- 


otherwiſe have Eſcaped. I ſhall not need to make the 
Application. 


That the God of Heaven would be pleaſed to bleſs 
the Work that it may contribute ſomething to the quiet- 
ing of the Nation, is all Tſhall add, and ſo 
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TO MY. DEAR - 


 COUNTRY- MEN, 


AND ALL 


That Seo heme Proſperity 


ENGLAND. 


ZZ mz H O the great and holy God hath lockt up 
js the knowledge of all future and contingent 


Events in the ſacred Cabinet of his own 
ris Breaſt, in a Light that is unapproachable, 
SSIS! in a Silence that is never to be opened, in 

a Receſs that is impenetrable, and unfearchable to the 

greateſt and moſt 1]luſtrious Angel in Heaven, and much 

more to the pore-blind Sons of Lapſed Adam : yet be- 
lides that, he himſelf 1s ſometimes pleaſed to give Man- 
kind a general confuſed Notion of what is coming upon 
them, to the zntent they may prepare themſelves by Re- 
pentance to divert, or mitigate his Judgments, or by Pa- 
tience and a generous and Chriſtian Fortitude, to bear 
the Chaſtiſements of this great and holy God for the Sins 
of the World. Beſides this, he in his Providence hath 
endowed Mankind with an excellentdiſcurſive faculty, 
which grounding upon what is paſt, and obſerving the 
tempers 


(2) 

tempers of Men and the State of things that are preſent, 
and comparing them together, the unlearned as far as 
their own memory will reach.or the diſcourſes of others of 
greater Age or. Learning may inform them,may with much 
probability conjecture what is coming; and altho theſe 
foreſights in the 21a7y, are very obſcure: yet if they 
would conſult their Reaſons at the ſame time, and. call 
upon God for his Aſſiſtance to dire& them, they might 
beof great uſe tothem and to the World, and prove as 
they aredefigned to be; great Bleſſings. 
' And had God done no more than this for mankind, 
their Obligations tad been great and they could only 
'haveblamed their own wickedneſs or folly , if a Dome- 
ſtick Calamity , ſuch as a Civil War or Rebellion [had 
overtaken them unawares and without ſome ſort of fore- 
fight of it. But then his Providence hath provided much 
better for us : he hath given us the Story of the World 
from its creation to the fall of the Jewi{þ State, the truth 
of which is indiſputable 'and commonly known. And 
when thofe inſpired Pen-men ceaſed, he provided others 
in other Countries to continue down the relations of his 
Providence through every Age to that in which we live; 
and they that have made 1t their buſineſs to ſearch into 
theſe Repoſitories of paſt events, and have by their Con- 
verſation with the better ſort of men been able alſo to 
take a particular Account of their own times, are there- 
by qualified to paſs a far more certain judgment, and 
ought as far as they appear honeſt.and difintercſled, to 
be truſted by the unlearned, and for that End God hath 
raifed them up, and given them thoſe means of Know- 
ledge, and at therr hands he will require the blood of 
thoſe poor harmleſs Sheep they are ſet over, if they do 
miſlead or not fore-warn them. | 

Tho I may. much better be numbred amongft the 
middle fort of Men than with the Learned , and have 


hved 
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lived fo obſcure a Life as not to beable to make a cloſe 
reflection upon the perſons and things that are now upon 
the Stage, and ſo do not look upon my ſelf to be indiſ- 
putably obliged to become a publick Monitor, at a time 
when I can expect little but Reproach, if I be not known, 
-and muft run the hazard of Ruining my ſelf and fa- 
mily, if I be. Yet I cannot prevail upon my ſelf to fit 
{ti]] and take patiently the Lot ſhall fall to my ſhare a- 
mong(t the reſt, till I have made one publick Attempt to 
reſcue my dear Country-men ( if it may be ) out of their 
deluſion and danger. 

But becauſe the Counſel of Strangers, and ſuch I de- 
fire to be to my Reader, isand ought to be ſaſpeted, 
till the Deſign of the giver is known. I will tell my 
Reader what, though not whol am: I was bred a Diſſen- 
ter from the Religion now Eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
Ezgland, a great admirer of Parliaments, and taught be- 

times to fear Monarchy and Arbitrary Government : 
| and as for Popery, I have fo great an averſion for it, that 
I never willingly converſed with one of that Religion, and, 
if God permits me to chooſe my Company never will. 
But I muſt confeſs, I have ſeen great reaſon to alter in 
part from what I was; for I have heartily embraced the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed, not out of any worldly Confidera- 
tion, but purely for its goodneſs. I prefer our Monarchy 
too before all the Governments that now are, or ever 
have been extant in the World; fo far as I can know 
them. And I think Parliaments well Choſen and Acting 
prudently, are one of the beſt human Conſtitutions that 
ever the Sun ſhed his beams upon. In fine, if God would 
give me liberty to chooſe the utmoſt that I would wiſh ; 
it ſhould be to leave things to my Poſterity as they were 
ſetled upon his Majeſties Return: and greater happineſs 
than this can never betide this Nation, as time will ſhew. 
So that if my Reader finds any thing in theſe Papers Fn 
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doth not agree with this, he is defired*to look upon it as 
an Error, and to rejett and abhor it rather than approve 
of it. | 

That the People of Erelazd are at this day inas great 
a ferment as ever any People were in, that were. not 
actually ingaged in an Inteſtine War, is a truth ſo appa- 
rent, that I think I may boldly ſpeak it, T hat this ſtate 
of things 1s uneahe, Seca eratde - unſafe, I believe 
will not be denyed by any but thoſe who hope for more 
advantage from it, than I do expect from the beſt (tate 
of things in this World that can happen, and thoſe I have 
nothing to ſay to. For the welfare of the reſt I will en- 
quire into the Cauſes of theſe Diſtempers, and this will 
lead them and me to the cure better than any projets 
without it. 

I fay the firſt and great Cauſe of them {next our (ins 
again(t God ) is. the diverſity of Religions now proteſ- 
ſed in England, from whence proceeds fſidings' and part- 


making and taking, 11l-will, hatred , contention, diſlike 


of what 1s preſent, jealouſie of what may come, one 
party hoping to riſe, another fearing it may be ſo, and 
pulling it down or endeavouring to keep 1t under : and 
this 1s common to all, 

| A ſecond Cauſe is our late Recovery out of a ſtate of 


things quite contrary to what we now are 1n, 'and fo' 


our preſent diltemper may truly enough be ſaid to be 
but the reliques of our former Malady 3 which have not 
had that due purgation they ought to have had, and have 
been working 1n the Nation theſe twenty years, tho in 
great part ſuppreſt by his Majelties Prudence, and the 
Loyalty of his farſt and ſecond Parliament. 

A third Cauſe is the Luxury and Prodigality of the 
preſent Age, which have brought many men into want 
who can ill endure it, and ther<fore hope to mend their 
k ortunes by the Ruin of their opulent Neighbours, and 

this 
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(5) 
this is ſo obvious, I wonder 'tisno more taken notice of. 
This alone brought on the Civil Wars of Rowe, which 
turn'd that State topley turvey and went near to bring it 
to a final Ruin. 

As for the Popiſh Ploz, the uncertainty of his R. H. his 
Religion, the want of Lawful Iflue to inherit after his 
Majeſty, and the like; I look-upon them as things that 
occaſion rather than cauſe our ſickneſs, and as fuch I will 
conſider them 1n due time. 

The firſt of theſe cauſes, the diverlity of Religions is 
ſo apparent, That Foreiners are well acquainted with it, 
and, wiſe menſay, make uſe of 1t to ſerve their ends up- 
on us, nay ſome ſay by Arts, Penſions, Emiſfarics, and ſuch 
like means accenqand increaſe them. But before we can 
conſider of a Remedy, we muſt confider the Cauſe, and 
whence it proceeds, and whither it tends, and what will 
be the Event. And alſo what number of contending 
parties there 1s, or diviſions. -_ | 

The Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed is the fame for ſub- 
ftance that was fettled in the Reign of Edward the Sixth, 
by the Univerſa] Conſent of this Nation, both in Synods 
and Parliaments, and which being ſuſpended during the 
Reign of Queen Mazy, was re-cftabliil'd by Q. Elizaberh, 
under whom and her Succeſſors 1t became ſo radicated 
in the Hearts of the Ezgliſh Nation, that after twenty 
years endeavour to rvin it Root and Branch, by Fire 
and Sword, it revived upon his Mzajeſtieg Reſtauration 
and was Rgſctled again with more Honour and Zeal.than 
ever, though its Enemies had done their utmoſt to oblige 
the whole Natton to Abjure it in the Solemn League and 
Covenant :. Which as they are Arguments of the goodnels 
of it, and of God's particular Care for its preſervation, 
lo arethey undeniable Proofs that it is backed by a grong 
Party of reſolute, wiſe and fober men, and in it {c&lf 
agreeabjc tottctemper and humour of the Exgli/h People, 
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as far as it 1s fit Religion ſhould be ſo, which 1s to rule 
and governus, and not to be ruled by us only. 

All that I ſhall infer from hence 1s, That whoever he 
be that Attempts the Ruin of it, muſt ACt contrary firſt 
to the known Laws of the Land, to which every man 
hath given his Conſent by his Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and under the profe{ſion of which he or his -Ance- 
ſtors may have received the greateſt Bleſſings this World 
affords. Secondly, That it never can beeradicated but 
by Blood and Violence, nor by them neither in likelihood 
without the total ruin not only of the Government, but 
Nation and People that profeis it. Which are things of 
that Nature, as every Ergl;ſh man ought.to think of with 
the ſeriouſneſs of a dying man, how much foever hemay 
diſlike this Religion : if hedoth not, it will be his Sin, and 
bid fair for his Ruin here and hereafter. And as to the 
Friends of it, I ſhall ſay but this, Be Conſtant and of a 
more Courage, and let not the badneſs of your Lives 

ander that Excellent Church whoſe Children you are, 
or profeſs to be, and the Lord himſelf will fight for you 
as he hath hitherto done, to the Amazement of your Ene- 
mies, if they would Conſider it. 

The next contending party are the Papiſis, which are 
firſt, nothing in proportion to the Proteſtants. Secondly, 
Univerſally ſuſpeRted, and hated by all that differ from 
them with ſuch a natural Averſion, That the Quarrel 
is become Nattonal, and never to be extinguiſhed in one 
Age, if it can ever be effected, which I nauch doubt, 
Thirdly, Nor is this without Reaſon, it being a Religion 
deſtractive of the Intereſt, Honour, Sovereignty , and 
Wealth of the Erng/;h Nation, who therefore finally for- 
ſook it, as well as tor the Badneſs and Imperiouſneſs, the 
Covetouſneſs and Tyranny, the Falſhood and Treachery 
of it and the Diſciples of it: And further I am not at 
preſent concerned with it, SP 
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And to them that profeſs it, their Intereſt is tobe as 
quiet as they can, and never to Attempt that which can 
never be effected, but by the Ruin of their Country, and 


their own too, and if nothing elfe will do, it is better 


to forſake than deſtroy gy ative Land ; and to this 
at 


the Generoſity of ſome hens have arrived: and if 
I were of that Religion, I ſhould be aſhamed to be out- 
done by them. But I do not expect what I ſhall ſay will 
have any weight with them, and therefore I will ſay the - 
leſs. 

As to them of the Church of Ezeland, I would adviſe 
them to conſult their own Intereſt ſo far, as to have no- 
thing to do with their Popiſþh Neighbours, nor any Con- 
verſation with them, which if it were duly obſerved 
might be a better means to reduce them in time, than 
all the Laws that were ever yet made againſt them, and 
would however give the common people who cannot 
diſtinguiſh betwixt kindneſs to the Men and to their Re- 
ligion , great ſatisfaftion, and prevent ſome of the 
grounds of thoſe Reproaches that are oftentimes fallel 
cnough caſt at themby the Difſenters, who watch this fa- 
miliarity, and thereby blaſt the Reputation of good Men 
with the Multitude, and too often feign it js where it is 
not. But this Counſel1is particularly it for Women, to 
prevent perverting; for Clergymen, Gentlemen and 
Magiſtrates to preſerve their Integrity and Reputation 
with the People : Tradeſmen, Tenants, and the like, may 
do it, as far as the Neceſlity of . their Callings require, 
and no further it they be wiſe : but then this is intended 
only tor my private Opinion, and I will not Condemn 
thoſe who take it not, nor can Texcuſe thoſe People whoſe 
prejudices have made this Advice ſeem neceſlary , for 
many have hated Popery the more for Converſing with 


Papiſts. 
Second ly, 
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Secondly, 1 humbly conceive it 1s- neceſſary that the 
Laws againſt the Recuſants ſhould be conſtantly 'and 
equally put in execution: and Ithink King James com- 
mitted a great Error mn Politicks ( though it was an ACt 
of- great goodneſs) wheayhe ſtopped the Execution of 
all Laws againſt them uponis coming to the Crown 
of England, hoping to win'! them by gentle means, the 
contrary of which he had like to have found in the Gun. 
powder-Plot, to his Coſt, And it will ever be looked 
upon with Jealouſfte by the common People, to ſee the 
Diſſenters puniſhed and the Papiſts ſpared, and there- 
fore the policy of ballancing thoſe two Fa@ions, is juſt 
curing a Lethargy by a Feaver, whereas perfe&t health 
1s only to be foundin the abſence of both. And I could 
wilh we had ſome'gentler Law than that of twenty pound 
a Month, ſo made, that -it might not be in the power of 


any man to ſtop it, the penalty being afligned to the re- 


pairing of Bridges, or ſome other ſuch like Charitable 
Ulſe, and to be levied and diſpoſed of in the Country 
where their Lands Iye, and a Treaſurer for that purpoſe 
appointed. | | 83 Gs 
The beſt Advice Ican give the Diflenters in this Caſe 
is, That they would pur an End to their old Legerdemain 
of calling all thoſe perſons Papiſts that are not of their 
Religions, becauſe it gives the Papilſts great Advantages 
by making their Party ſeem much greater than it is, and 
_conlequent]y confirms them in their way to all our da- 
mages. 2. It tends to introduce jealouſies and diſtruſts 
amongſt the common People, which may occaſion ano- 
ther War, as it did the laſt; and which fis the only way 
that Popery ever can be ſetled again in England, and ſo 
13s impolitick and fooliſh as weH as falſe, but becauſe 


thisis the only end for which they do it, I muſt expe& no 


attention from them : but thoſe men that haye not that 
defign are they for whom it isintendcd, 


And 
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And now I will in the third place conſider the Dil- 
ſenters themſelves, which though they are expreſſed by 
one word, yet if they beasked, What their proper Name 
1s 2 they muſt Anſwer with the Demonaick in the Goſpel, 
Legion, becauſe we are: many: and which 1s more, have 

| mortal tends amongſt themſelves, and can no more agfee 
| one with another than with the Church of Erelard, 
- Or the Recuſants, if they ſhould once axtain what they 
L unite for, the Ruin of the Religion and Government - 
4 Eſtabliſhed 3 and yet I muſt add more to them, Firſt, A 
| conſiderable part of thoſe that may be found within the 
Walls of our Churches, who have Conformed to pre- 
vent the Penalties of the Law; though they hate the 
Religion they profeſs, or prefer that they do not. Se- 
condly, All thoſe good men who take . the Sacrament 
according to the Church of Ergland, to qualifie them 
for Places of Truſt and Preferment , which when they | 
have once gained, they imploy them to the Ruin of 
that Church, Thirdly, All thoſe that are diſcontented 
or ambitious, and hope to riſe by oppoſition tothe pre- 
ſent Government; or at leaſt to be revenged on them 
that ſtand in their way, Foxrthly, All the Semi-con- 
forming Clergy, who to keep their Livings, have com- 
ply'd with the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, tho in their hearts 
they hate it, and by their actions endeavour to Ruine it 
as far as they durſt. All which are juſt ſuch friends to 
the Church of England, as Joab was to Abner when he 
took him friendly by the Beard and kifled him. And 
| to theſe I will add\another fort who have been deluded 
h by the zealous pretences of theſe men for the preſer- 
5 ving the Proteſtant Religion, and extirpating Popery, 
many of which are of their Party by Accident, and 
| . hate them as heartily as any that oppoſe them moſt of 
. all, and yet through Ignorance and Incogitancy , pro- 
3 mote their deſigns. if the unfolding all theſe parties 
q | C take 
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take ſome time, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's patience, 
tor here our greateſt danger. lies, and as we ſucceed or 
fail, here the Event will follow. E: 

My Reader mult not expe&@:from me here an Hiſtorical 
Account of the Origine, Dffterences, or- Diviſions that 
are among; thele Diſſenters,, much leſs a Confutation of 
their Tenets; that is no part of my bufineſs. I conſider 


them as a State-FaCtion, and with reterence to the Peace. 


and Government of Erglayd, and it I can demonſtrate 
that their Uniting, as they have ever fince Sixty, to 
enbroyl us in another War; will certainly at one 
time or other have ill effe&s, though i is- likely quite 
contrary. to what they intend : | ſhall then conclude 
that all men what love themſelves will be ſo wiſe as to 
oppoſe them-,. and even that thoſe amongſt them who 


truly. Fear God and Love their Coyntry , will defiſt 


from driving onthe Deſigns of the Ambitious, and Bloody 
Party any. further, and not pretend the ſecopd time, 
That they did not think ſuch godly men had cheriſhed 
ſuch ungodly thoughts ; as they ſaid when they ſaw his 
Majeſties Father Murdered by them before. 

Among theſe Diſſenters two parties are to be more eſ- 
pecially conſidered, the Preſbyterians and the Independents, 
all the reſt are not worth our taking any notice of, but as 
they joyn with theſe and ſo make up the number, 

Preſbytery was hatched in Rebellion and a popular 
State and fitted for it, and the whole Scheme of it is 
adapted to thoſe Ends, and is totally inconſiſtent with 
Monarchy, and the Freedoms and Liberties of any Peo- 
ple that are the Friends but will not be the Slaves of 
their Clergy : and accordingly where ever this Religi- 
on hath ſct its ſoot into the Territories of any Monarch, 
Rebellion hath ever followed, as Dr. Hezliz hath proved 
at large; and this is not ſo much the deſtiny of preſ- 
bytery , as a ncceſlary cficct of ts 11] principles, which 


are- 
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are the ſame with thoſe of Popery, only the dne ends 
in- an Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy, of which the Pope as 
Chriſt's Vicar here on Earth and Succeſſor to S. Peter, 
1s the Head, And the other in a Conſiſtory or Synod, 
made up of amixture of Clergy-men and Lay-Elders. 
But they are both accountable to none but Gad, tree 
from all Subje&ion to Princes in matters of Religion, 


- and which 5s yet worſe, pretend a Charter from Hea- 


ven to compel the Kings of the Earth to become the 
Executioners of their Decrees whether they like them 
or not, upon pain of Excommunication and Depol1- 
tion. And both of them have ſet the People above their 
Princes, and pretend, That the Powers that are, are not 
Ordained of God, but introduced by force or ſubtilty, 
or the conſent and patts of their people, and accordingly 
are accountable and puniſhable upon Mal-Adminiſtra- 
tionz of which the Pope on the one hand, and the 
Confiſltory or Synod on the other are the Judges. And 
the conſequences of theſe things are not difficult to fore- 
ſee or at leaſt will quickly be found by experience , and 
then, though Popery aroſe by degrees in a dark and di- 
{trated Age, and fo was received ; it 1s no wonder if this 
young upſtart which ſprang up ſo lately in the Vallies 
of Geneva, meets with leſs welcom from Crowned Heads, 
and the Scotch man was not much out when he ſaid all. 
Kings were infen(iſumi Evangelii boſtes , the irreconcile- 
able Enemies of the Goſpel, by which laſt term he only 
meant the Preſbyterian Diſcipline : and ſuch they muſt 
continue as long as they mean to be Maſters of their 
Power, and free from the Cenſures of their own Sub- 
eas. 

- But Preſbytery is not only troubleſome to Princes, but 
to Subjetts too, if they value their own Liberty ; for 
when this Scepter 1s once received as by Divine Right, 
it provesa Rod of __ For every little Vicar with 
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the afliſtance of a Grave $Shoe- maker , and a Reverend 
Taylor or Weaver, that can neither; write nor read, it may 
be; but to be ſure, that are unacquainted with the 
Language of the Beaſt , {hall then convent before them 
the beſt Gentleman or Gentlewoman, .Knight, Lord or 
Lady that lives in the Pariſh, and with much Authority 
and Jittle Law or Civility,; proceed againſt them for 
Dancing, ſuing a more godly Brother, or any ſuch like 
unchriſtian wickedneſs, and this being duely conlide- 
red by the long. Parliament Gentlemen, tho they had 
{worn to do the feat, when they had need. of the Scots, 
yet they deſire tobe excuſed, when the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines preſs'd them to. ſettle it as of Divine Inſiitition, 
and clapt ſo many reſtriftions . and qualifications on their 
darling Diſcipline, as they were never able to digeſt, by 
which means it miſcarried. then, . and I believe it is never 
likely again to come. ſo near.a ſettlement as it was then. 

So that'I may ſafely aſſure any man it is morally im- 
poſhble now, hep 4 Preſbytery in England 5 which 
muſt. pull down the Monarchy and the Church of Er- 
eland in the firſt place, and then Conquer all the other 
Factions that were too {trong for it before, and Popery 
too, before. ever it can hope ta be ſetled as I ſaid here. 
And when theſe great things .are-to be brought about, 
or by. which ways, I am not concern d toenquire. 

Independency ſprung: out of the former as a Juxuriant 
ſucker trom the root of a Tree , and giving more liberty 
both to Princes and private men, who ,were at their 
choice, whether they would liſt themſelves in their Con- 
gregations or no; and not pretending to rival the Par- 
liament or the General by a National Platform: every 
holder. forth deſiring only to head his own Congre. 
cation, and to order all things. by the Vote of the 
major part of the Aſſembly 3 foon over-topped good 
Sir Job Preſbyter, brought him under, and treated him apd 
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Its Aſliſtants in the ſame manner as they two in eonjun- 
Ction had treated the Biſhops and the Loyal Party, then 
call'd Maljgants before. And ſo advancing the Banner 
of a general Toleration to all the Hereftes and Schiſms 
that could poſſibly be introduced or invented, and 
puniſhing no ſort of men whatſoever, but Church of 
£Eneland men and Papiſts : and under this all the reſt had 
their full (winge, till Foreigners took notice, there 
was above 140 ſeveral Fattions, and Herefies, beſides 
a ſtanding Army of 30000 men : Arbitrary Tyranny, 
Monyes levied without Parliaments, Princes and pri- 
vate men murderd by High Courts of Juſtice, againſt 
Law and Reafon, and finally all that Contulton, Opreſ- 
ſion and Diforder, that a ſinful Nation had deſerved by: 
a proſperous Rebellion. Till in ſhort the meaneſt per- 
ſons 1n the Nation ſaw that nothing could prevent their 
Ruin but the recaliing of their King, and the reletling 
that Religion which theſe godly Rebels had ſworn to 
root up. And ſo Izdependency and Presbytery fell both, 
of them again under Monarchy and Epilcopacy. 

Thus ended the laſt Rebellion, in the Year 1660, to 
the general Joy and Satisfation of the Ezgl;fþ Nation, 
the Authors of it, after all the Villanics and Treaſons 
they had been guilty of, and perpetrated 1n-the pre- 
cceding twenty Years,. having gained nothing but the 
deteſtation of the People, and a dreadful expeRation 
of his Majeſties Revenge for the Blood of his Father 
and all his Loyal Subjects, which had been ſplit in that 
3 abomigable War. But this: Prince returned with other. 
. thoughts, and contradicted the Old Obſervation: 


Surt, Tiber, 
Cap. $9. 


——Regnabit ſancitine multo 
Ad Regnum quiſquis wenit ab exilio. 


He that once Exil'd comes to Reign 
With too much Blood his times wall tain. . 
* This: 
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This they had reaſon to fear , becauſe they had ſo much 
deſerved it, and this they did aCtually dread as much 
ar ever men did , but his Majeſty was 1n as much pain as 
they, till an Act of Ovlivion and Indemnity was not only 
offer'd, but in ſome fort preſt upon the Parliament, and 
paſſed to his Majeſties great Satisfaction, and their great 
Security. And who now could have expected but that 
being thus reinſtated jn their Lives and Fortunes , they 
ſhould have been the moſt Loyal and Dutiful Subjects 
in the World, 2nd by that have made ſome amends for 
their former Crimes ? But tho the King had forgiven 
them, they could not find in their hearts to forgive 
either him or his Fi1ends: as I ſhall preſently ſhew you. 
When in the mean time that Parliament having finiſhed 
the great Work they met about, and reſtored the King 
to his Right ,. the three Nations to their Peace and An- 
.cient Liberties and Immunities, was at laſt diflolved b 
his Majeſty, that another might be called by the King's 
Writ, in a more regular and legal] manner; which was 
impoſſible when this met, the King being then in Exile. 
In the Interim his Majeſty had reduced the Liturgy 
of the Church into Uſe in his own Royal Chappe, 
and as for the r.{t of the Nation, - the old Sequeltred 
Clergy being only reſtored to their rightful Livings, 
and the Vacancies of the dignified Clergy filled up, his 
Majeſty left all men to their liberty of doing as they 
pleaſed. So that' the Service of the Church was per- 
formed according to the particular will and humors of 
the People or Prieſt, in fome places the whole Liturgy 
being uſed, and in others a part, and in others none: 
Yet for all that, theſe godly men could not reſt, though 
they had then as perfect a Liberty of Conſcience as could 
be defired. I was then a Child, anddid not make thoſe 
Obſervations that I have fince, yet T1 remember this 
happen'd in the place where then lived, There were 
: two 
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two Churches in that Town, ard the Church of Exeland 
Party had one and the Diffenters bad the other by agree- 
ment, but preſently after they repenting, got the Key 
of the other Church on a Sunday morning, and would 
not have permitted the Church-Party to have had any 
Service at all ; which might have ended ill enough, if 
ſome Gentlemen of good prudence had not interpoſed, 
and by their Authority taught theſe meek Diſlenters 
more Mgdeſty. By which you may ſee what they would 
have done, if the Power had (ti]] been in their hands, 
and what we might have expeCted from them, and how 
unjuſt all their after-Clamours againſt the Biſhops and 
Government for ſettling Religion as it now ſtands, are: 
and by this httle Story, the Truth of which hundreds 


yet living can atteſt, you may clearly ſee what would 


have followed, it this Liberty had been. continued but a 
few years more, WE « 

In the interim the whole Nation was employed 1n 
making EleQions to ſerve in the next Parliament, and fo 
great was every bodies ſatisfaCtion in the proceedings of 
theſe Loyal Gentlemen in the former Parliament , and 
the Reputation of the Diſſenters at io low an Ebb 
with all the World, that however induſtrious they were 
to recommend their old confiding men, the Choice fell 
generally upon the Kings Friends, the Members of the 
former Parjiament, And it was well for Exgland that 
It did fo, for the King was ſcarce well ſettled in his 
Throne, and the diſcontented Difſenters having at laſt 
recovered out of the Amazement the Change had caſt 
them into, were hard at work undcr-hand, to rally up 
their ſcattered Forces, and revive their drooping Sp1- 
rits; to this end, the Murderers of the Late King 
were recommended to the People as Martyrs, after they 
had fuftered as Traytors; and not contented with the 
Liberty of the Churches, private Conventicles . were 
ker: 


Dr. Speuciv”s 
Book of Pro- 
digies, Preface, 
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kept in Houſes , and great numbers of People Aſſem- 


bled on that Account, and ſad Stories were told of the 
badneſs of the times , and whole Books of Prophefies 


and Prodigies printed to make the People more compli- + 


ant with them, and averſe to their Governours. 

So that had this Parliament given them the Iea(t en- 
couragement, we had certainly returned into our former 
State of Hoſtility, and the King been brought to fight 
with his own Subjeds for the Crown, for from that day 
the King quitted the old ſcores by a Pardon, they plot- 
ted to ruin him that had ſaved them. And not long 
after ſet afoot the obligation of the Solexmm League and 
Covenant, as the likelieſt Inſtrument to effe& this Greax, 
this Good End. So impoſlible it is for theſe Sober Prote- 


ſtarts, to be oblieged by an Act of Grace a Prince can» 


do for them ; and to impoſhble it is they ſhould be quiet: 
In May 1661. the Long Loyal Parliament met, about 
which time his Majcſty ordered a Conference betwixt 
ſome of the Epiſcopal Divines and the Diſlenters, to 
Review the Liturgy,- and to make ſuch alterations as 
ſhould be thought neceſſary, and to make ſuch additio- 
nal forms alſo as were ſuitable to the ſeveral parts of 
Worſhip. And in the mean time deſired that they 
would uſe as- much of the Old Book as they had no 
Exception a gainſt; and declared, That in Compaſſion 
to divers of his good Subjects, who ſcrupled the Uſe 
of it as then it was 3 none ſhould be puniſhed or trou- 
bled for not uſing it, until it was reviewed and effe-, 
Ctually reformed. Inſtead of which the Diffenters pub- 
liſhed a New-Lturgy conliſting of 76 £zarto Pages, with 
a Jamentable Petition, appealing thereby from the King 
and Biſhops to the People. So that the King and 
Parliament ſeeing no good was to be done with them, 
made an AQ for Uniformity to commence from S. Bar- 
tholomew, 1662, and publiſhed the Liturgy as it now 
ſtands 


BE, 
ſtands. Upon which they began a formal Schiſm, ſet up 
Teacher againſt Teacher, Congregation 'againſt Congre- 
gation 3 and by all the Arts imaginable, endeavoured 
to lay the foundations of another War. And herein 
the Diflenters joyned with the Papiſts in the Houle of 
Lords, and mutually attempted to hinder the Settle- 
ment. : 
But becauſe all theſe little Arts were lixzely to be of 
- ſmall force without hands to back them, they began to 
ſollicit the Soldiery which was then a foot, many of 
which began to apprehend the Tiade was then, going 
down, and the Nation might be ſcttted ſo as there might 
be no further uſe of them. But the Miniſters of State ſent- 
ing this Deſign betimes, put the Houſe of Commons the 
21 of November, 1661. upon a Vote, To deſire the Lords 
concurrence iu a Petition to his Majeſty to iſſue out a Pro: 
clamation for diſarming the disbanded and cajtier'd Officers. 
and Soldiers, and to Command them to depart from, and 
not to approach within twenty miles of this City, for ſuch * 
time as his Majeſty (hould think fit. To which the Lords 
Aſented, and named Sx, as the Commons. did Twelve of 
their Members to attend his Majeſty for that purpoſe : 
But the Eighteenth of December, the Cold-Htreamers and 
" other Soldiers, that ſerved under the Lord General Monk 
at his. coming out of Scotland into Exgland, defired the 
Commons Opinion, Whether in their Vote and Addreſs, to 
his Majeſiy ( betore mentioned ) rtbey were included 2 
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To which they agreed to reply, They werenot : and de- 
: ſired the Concurrence of the Lords. But at a Confe- 
| rence held the next day- with the Upper Houſe , the 
| Lords replyed, They could not coircur. 1. His. Majeſty 
having eranted his [,icence to thoſe who had been recommen- 
ded by the (General, And there being ſome who were 
not to be truſted, 2. And the Lord Chancellor tur- 
ther declared, That the ſame did concern things of a high 
D- 


and 


— 
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and dangerow nature, and that there. had been a Real De- 
fig which had been forming ever ſince March laſt, to di- 
ſturb the Vnion and Peace of the Kingdom , and named 
ſeveral of the parties engaged, with the .manner and 
contrivance of their Traiterous Deſign, and the pro- 
greſs they had from time to time made therein : and al- 
though their Deſigns were at preſent diſordered, as to 
the effecting of them in the Town, to which End they 
had made a general invitation of disbanded Officers and 
Souldiers , and other diſaffected perſons to reſort hither, 
about the Eleventh of this Month; yet they were (till 
practiſing to. gut the ſame in Execution in the Countrey. 
And' hereupon the Lords appointed a Committee of 
Twelve of their own Houle, and deſired an anſwerable 
number of the Commons to be jJoyned with them, who 
might ( during the receſs ) examine the ſaid Trayterous 
Deſigns. and report it to the Houſe, with ſuch Expedi- 
ents as they ſhould find neceſſary for preventing and ſup- 
- prefling thereof, and ſecuring the Peace of the Nation 
in this junRure of Aﬀairs. To which the Commons 
agreed, and appointed Twerty four of their Members to 
be joyned to the Committee appointed by the Lords, 

And whenghis failed , in the Yeara 662. they wrought 
fo much upon his Majeſties Compaſhon, as to diſpoſe 
him: very much to have granted them a Toleration the 
ſecond time, which being perceived by the Parliament, 
they tendred ſuch Reaſons to. the contrary, as made the 
Defign for that time miſcarry, and ſo all things went ac- 
cordingto the At of Uniformity, 

The Preſſes in this time alſo were peſtered ( as now 
they are) with fuch numerous ſwarms of Libels, that 
his Majeſties Life and Reputation, '. Authority and Go- 
vernment, were much endangered - and I remember in 
that time a Pamphlet was ſtopped at the Preſs, which 

recom» 
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recommended to the People the Example of Ehyd who 
ſtab'd the King of Moab, as an Heroick attempt. . To 
prevent which inconveniencies, this Loyal Parliament 


paſſedan AR, the Preface of which being ſhort is as fol- 
loweth: | | | 


Hereas the well Government and Regulating of 
Printers and Printing-Preſſes is matter of publick. 
Care, and of great Concernment, eſpecially conſidering, that by 
the general Licentionſneſs of the late times, many evil dif 
poſed perſons have been encouraged to Print and Sell Hlerc- 
leg Schiſmatical , Blaſphemons , Seditions and Treaſo- 
nable:Books , Pamphlets and Papers , And ſtill do continue 


ſuch their (Jnlawful and Exorbitant PraGices ( mark theſe 


words ) to the high Diſonour of Almighty Gad , the en- 
dangering the Peace of the Kingdom, and raiſing a diſafe- 
tion to his Moſt Excellent Majeſty and his Government. 

For prevention whereof, no ſurer means can be deviſed, 
than by reducing and limiting the mumber of Printing- 
Preſſes, and by Ordering and Settling the ſaid Art or Mjy- 
ſtery of Printing by A of Parliament : which A& being 
ſince Expired, all theſe inconveniencies are returned upon the 
Nation with ſo much the more Violence as the Reſtraint hath 
inraged the Diſtemper ; many of the worſk Books that were 
Printed in the late Rebellion, being Reprinted as New 
Books. And to all the Malice of the preſent Time, all that 
of the intermediate betwixt the Making aud Expiring of the 
ſaid Att being added ; and now at once ſent out to infe@ the 
Nation. 

Whether this be a good way for Diſſenters to expreſs 
their pretended Love and Loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
whether the Countenancing this can be intended for any 


other End but the begetting another Rebellion , let the 
Reader judge ? 
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The number of Diſſenting Teachers, who were either 
deprived of. their ill-gotten Livings , to reſtore the 
Rightfull Owners who were then living ; or had de- 
prived themſelves by refuling to Subſcribes or take 
Epiſcopal Orders, was great without doubt : and theſe 
almoſt all of them forthwith took up the Trade of 
Conventickling ,. ſo; that the Nation 1n general, but 
eſpecially Loxdon and the great Towns became rarely 
well ſtocked with that ſort of Ozt-Lyers, who under 
pretence of Texder Conſciences, did at their Meetings 
cantriye, InſurreRions 'as late Experience hath ſhewed, 
as. the Words of the Statute are, To prevent  w h 
growing and dangerous praQtices of Seditious SeCtarte 
and other Diſloyal Perſons, an Act patſed in the [wk 
Year of his Majetties: Reign, tor the punining of thoſe 
Diſorders. - 

And it was high time this Care ſhould be taken, fox 
the next Year, 1665. the Lord Chancellor gave an Ac- 
count by Letter to the Jultices of the Peace, of a Plot 
ghat was then diſcovered , the Words of which Letter 
areas fyulloweth. 

His Majeſty being. well aſſured the Conſeſſzon of ſome 
deſperate perſons lately apprebended, and by other Cre- 
dible Informations , That notwithſtanding of, his Majes 


ſties unparalleld Lenity and Mercy towards his Subje@s 


ſor their paſt Offences how . great ſoever, there are ſtill a- 
moneſt them many Seditions perſons, who inſtead if being 
forry for the ill they have done, , are ſrall contriving by all 
ihe means they can, to ixvolve ihe Kingdom in a New 
Civil War, and in order thereunto have made Choice of a 


ſonall Aber who uncler the Title of a Council hold Conr-' 


reſpoudence with the Forcin Enemies to this Kinedom, and 
diſtribute their Orders 140 ſome frenal men of their Party in 
the ſeveral Counties, who have provided Arms, and Liſted 
ven to be ready upon any ſhort warning io draw tocether 

into 
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into a Body, by which with the help which they promiſe them” 
ſelves from abroad, they preſume to be able to do much Mif. 
cheif. And after gives DireQions how this ſhould be pre- 
vented , amongſt which one wasz To free the Conntry 
jrom Seditious and Untawſul Meetings and Conventicles. 

The End of which Meetings is ( as the Letter goes on ) 
as appears by.ſeveral Examinations and Confeſſions, to con- 
firm each other in their Malice againſt the Government , and 
in making ColleTions for the ſupport of thoſe of their. Party, 
. who are Liſted to appear in any deſperate undertaking, the 
very time where of.they have deſigned, &c. This Letter 
bears date the Thirtiech of March, 1665. By which 
you may at once ſee how reſtleſs theſe Braminghuy Pro» 
teſtants were then to have involved the. Natton in a 
War again, and what uſe they made of the Conventicle- 
Meetings and what the People were there Taught; yet 
was it not now Five Years ſince his Majeſties Return, 
and moſt Gracious Pardon. 

But this Contrivance failing of its expeted Event, 
they. plyed their buſineſs diligently in 2]] Corporations 


that ſend Burgelles to Parliament, 12 which places they 


diſtilled the poyſonous Principles of Schiſm'and Re- 
bellion, into the hearts of his Majeſties Subjects, to the 
great dangerof theChurch and Kingtom : As the Pre- 
tace of the Act made againlt this, exprefleth It. And there 
the main deſign was, That as the members of that Par- 
lament ſhoukl die, they might by the help of theſe 
Seduced Inhabitants and Free-men, get men Choſen 1n- 
to their places of other Principles, and how they have 
ſucceeded in this | need ſay nothing. And at the ſame 
time they induſtriouſly wrought on the Yeomanry -and 
interior Freeholders of the Counties, blaſting the Repu- 
tationof the Loyal Gentry as Men of Arbitrary Principles, 
and crying up thole of their own Party as moderate men, 
the eff. ts of which were very co!:{picuous afterwardstho 
ROtmuca regarded then, Bos 
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Before I diſmiſs this Statute I muſt therein take notice _ © 


of the Oath they are thereby required to make, which 
1s this : | 

A. B. do Swear , That it- is not lawful upon 

any Pzetence whatſoever to take Arms againſt 

the King: And that J do abhoz that Trayte- 
rous Poſition of taking Arms by his Authozity 
againſt his Perſon; o2 againſt thoſe that are Com- 
miſſion'd by him; in purſuance of ſuch Commiſ- 
ſions, And that J will not any time endeavour any 
em of Government, either in Ehurch 02 
a kf, | 


Now though this is ſo eaſteand reaſonable that a man 
- can ſcarce conceive any Subject of England ſhould refuſe 
It, yet I never knew any of this ſort of men give the 
King ſo much Aſſurance of their Loyalty as the taking 
itz which isas plain a Declaration of their Intentions as 
any man could wiſh. For he that will not Swear the 
Unlawtulnes of taking Arms againſt his King, when he 
Is required by Law fo to do, doth thereby plainly de- 
clare he thinks it Lawfu)], and then he will never fear to 
think it Expedient , when he conceiwes it Safe. He that 
huggs that Trayterous Poſition there mentioned, 1n his 
boſom, is Loyal becauſe he dares be no otherwile, and 
ought no more to be endured in any place than a decla- 
red Enemy. And what can any Government expeCt 
from him that denies that Negative Aſſurance of Not ez- 
deavouring an Alteration of it * had theſe men had no 
other Detigns but that of terving God according to their 


Conſciences, and living quietly under the Government, . 


though they could not comply with it , they would have 
rejoyced at an Opportunity of this Nature, to expreſs 
. their Innocency, But the refuling it is a plaindeclara- 
tion 
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ton thit neither the Peace of the King or Kingdom, 


nor the. Government in Church or State ſhall continue 
longer than, till they have got” force enough to de- 
ſtroy oralter them. And ſhall any man need a greater 
demonſtration of their Reſolutions to Rebell again when 
time ſhall ſerve? 
In 65. and 66, God viſited tbe fins of this Nation 
with a dreadful Plagne, whereia London ſmarted moſt of 


. all, and in September 66. God permitted a deſtroying Fire 


to follow it, which laid a conſiderable part of that popu- 
Jous City in Aſhes; the diſſenting Miaiſters ( as Mr. 
Baxter acquaints us in his Laſ# Apology ) took the oppor- 
tunity of theſe two Signal Judgments, and the Gonſter- - 
nation the People were then in, to pulh their Deſigns 
forward, which they might do with the greater ſafety, 
becauſe of the Confuſion that attended theſe two Cala- 
mities, and he faith that from. that time forward, the Peo- 
ple became more addicted to them: thati before. So that 


Scourge, which, asfar as man can or may judge, was ſent - 


upon them for the Sins of the former Rebellion, was 
made by them a means of diſpliong them to commit the 
ſame Sins over again, when time and opportunity thould 
ſerve. But 1n the interim things went ſmoother after 
this; the People attending to re-build what the Fire had 
walted, and to enjoy the Fruits of the Peace made with 
the Dutch after a ſharp War. | 

And now if: any man will but refle&t upon what IThave 
ſaid, and add toit what he may-poſhibly. remember of the 
Times I have thus ſhortly repreſented 3 He will ealily 
ſee that from the Time his Majeſty ſet his Foot upon the 
Engliſh ſhores at his Return ; they fell to work to con- 
trive his Ruin, and that nothing hath hitherto prevented 
it but the Loyalty of the two firſt Parliaments, and the 
unwillingnefs of the People .to jingulph themſelves pre- 
lently in thoſe Calamities they had ſo lately eſcaped out 
| of;. 
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of ; nor hath his Majeſty failed on his part to improve 
thele two great advantages, to the ſettling of -the Go- 
vernment both in Church and State, and to the repairing 
thoſe devaltations which the War, 'Plague and Fire had 
made. 

[ intend not a Hiſtory of all their Proceedings, for 
which I am no ways qualified, having lived all my Life 
a private man in the Countrey, and converſed more 
with Ancient than Modern Books, but a Dilcourlſe for 
the benefit of them who have not refleted fo much on 
theſe things as they might and .ought to have done 5 and 
therefore I ſhall beſhorter in my Accounts of the fol- 
lowing times, and the firſt thing I will take notice of 1s 
his Majeltigs Declaration for Liberty of. Conſcience 


or a Tol:ration, which bears date the Fifteenth of 


March, I 6 73 , 


This Declaration was promoted chiefly by the Lord | 


Clifford who was a'Roxzar Catholick, and preſently cloſed 
with by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and as greedily embraced 
by the Dillenters in general as any thing could be, and 
hath {tncce appeared to be as ſubſervient to their Intereſt 3 
yet Coleman's Letters, and many of the Informers 1n the 
lite Plot, having opened their Eyes a little, now all 
the blame 1s thrown unmon the Papi/ts, and the World 
made believe as tar as men can be perluaded out of their 
Senſes, T bat as the whole Contrivance was Popiſh, fo 
the Dillenters foon found it was ſo, and therefore the 
Presbyterians e{pecially preſently ſuſpefted the kind- 
nels, and like wiſe men cloſed with the Conformiſts ; 
and refuſe] the bait however {pecious it ſeemed , when 
they ſaw the hook that layunderit, as one of that Party 
tells us, whica Dr. Stz/inefleet Confutes by quoting 
palſages out of their own Books Printed 'in that time, 
and ſaith. That he was {7 far from believing that they then 
cloſed with the Conformiſts , that he dated the Presby terian 


S eparation 


_— 
| (25) 
Separation chiefly from that time. Foy did they not tak® 
out TIndylgences (.as he goes on) build Meeting-Plices, 
atid. keep up Separate Congregations ever ſixce? and a little 
. after the Ejefed Miniſters then reſorted to Cities and Cor- 
porations, not to ſupply the neceſſities of thoſe who wanted 
them, but togather Churches angneſt them. Ten Non-cor- 


forming Miniſters reſorting to one City where there 'was not 
above Thirty or Forty Perſons, who refuſed to come to 

CBarch. RS 
This Declaration was ſo ſtourly oppoſed by the Par- 
liament which met the Fqzrth day of February fOllow- 
ing, that at laſt his Majefty tho very unwilling, yielded 
to cancel it; but notwithſtanding there was Icarce any 
Execution of the Laws againſt them, till in Jazwary or 
February 1677. his Majeſty Commanded the Laws ſhould 
proceed againlt them, ſo that for Four whole Years 
they had no conſiderable Trouble given them, nor in- 
deed have the Laws been generally at any time lince 
Executed againlt them, Kow what uſe have they 
made of this Favour? Firſt, They have endeavpur'd 
to perſuade the World, That his Majeſty. was drawn 
on to this by Popiſþ Counſels, who defigned thereby 
the Ruin of the Proteſtant Religion: without ever 
taking notice of his Mijcſtics natural Inclination to Pi- 
ty and Compaſhon, And that one of the Chief Pro- 
| moters of it the Earl of Shaftsbury, neither now is nor 
ever was reputed a Papilt, but a great Friend and Fa- 
vourer of the Diſſenters. Secoxdiy, They made it their 
buſineſs by Perjuries, ſplitting of Free-hoids into Atoms 
for a-ſmall time, purchating Votes, Threats -and Pro- 
miſes, to draw in as many as was poſlible to give their 
Votes for ſuch mEn as they ſhould recommend to them 
for Parliament Men. - AndIT need not tell you what ſort | 
of Men they are, but by this means they have made 
Parliaments almoſt totally impraQticable, and at laſt made 
| E that 


ov, ET 
that Long-Loyal Parliament to At ſo much wnlike it ſelf, 
That his Majeſty who (to uſe the Earl of Shaftsbury's Lan- 
guage in his Speech at the opening of the S:{hhon of 
Parliament, the Forth day of February, 73-9 for many 
A 


Tears Lived with it , with all the Careſſes of a happy Mar- 
riage, was yet at length forced to give her a Bill of Divorce 


wo ſie had loſt that I Malty and' Aﬀettion and Dutiful 
ehaviour which She had before ſhewed towards him; By 


the procurement of thoſe Diſſenters, and thoſe they fd 
ſhufled in apon the ſeveral Deaths that happen'd during 
the many years that Parliament was kept a foot. 
Thirdly, By the means of this Toleration they drew 
oft ſo many who before Complyed with the Religion 
Eabliſhed, that they have ever ſince had the confidence 
to boaſt of their numbers as equal at leaſt, to the Confor- 
milts. And thouglr this is certainly falſe: yet by .the 
means of 1t their numbers are really bigger than other- 
wiſe they would be, for many men obſerving how 
{ſtrangely they had recovered themſelves out of that 
low Condition they were in when his Majeſty firſt re- 
turned, and eaſily conjeQuring from thence: that poſlib- 
.ly they may bein a fhort time able to try their ſtrength 
with the King 1n the Field, have j>yned with them as 
far as they might without the danger of Law, ta. be- 
ſpeak their favour in the next Rebellion, who yet keep 
their Thurchesin the mean time, and are as hot in their 
diſcourſes againſt the Diſſenters (1f none of them be 
preſent ) as atly body elſe need to be. So in the Choice 
of Parhament men, in Juries and all other occaſions 
where there1sno danger of penalties, they are for the 
Diflenters, and 1n all the reſt they are-tor the Church 
of England, and in theſe Hypocrites-er Knaviſh Poli- 
ticians, their chief ſtrength doth conſiſt, many of which 
as they had never been gained over to them without the 
Toleration; ſo if ever their Afﬀairs fink, they will ſhew. 


them. 
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them they are of his mind who ſaid he would become 
part of the prey of the Conqueror : andit will be ten 
zo one if at laſt thoſe Criples be not really hamſtring'd 
and made tohalt in good earneſt, bur however the fni- 
ſeries of another Civil War, if it happens, will revenge 
the Folly of them that thus promoteit. And God grant 
theſe men may have a.doubſt portion of it, if it mult be. 
But beſides theſe little Polititians, there is another ſort 
who tho they have conformed ſome in part, as far as once 
a month, or the Sermon, with now and then a ſnip of 
the Book of Common- Prayer with it, inſtead of Muſtard 
and Vinegar, which you know a man would be loth to 
be always ty'd to, And others by degrees not finding 
the State of their bodies much damnified by Conformity, 
and the bodies of their Eſtates better ſecured for the pre- 
ſent at leaſt, have more intirely ſubmitted, yer neither of 
theſe out of any ſincere Love to the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, 
but as Mr. Baxter tells us, "Ti 4 forced Conformity or Hy-.4pvl. for the 
pocriſie, which doth but paint our Churches with the Orna. N* 0012.90. 
7 ment of mens Companies, and that as it profiteth not their 
' Souls (no be ſure of it as long as there 1s one threat in 
n 


all the Goſpel- againſt Hypocrites ) So ( as he learnedly 
goes on ) they are only Inſtruments to undermine us, for for- 
k ced unwilling Conformiſts will- turn againſt #s , as ſoon 
I as they have opportunity. You ſee what 1s to be expected 
k from ſuch men, and he gives a good reaſon for it, which 
1s, That if we impriſon men in our Churches they will be ſtill 
ſeeking to jet out: Were not almoſt all the *Weſtminſter 
Aſſembly Epiſcopal Gonformable men (he means before the 

ar began, and whilſt it was not ſafe to. be other- 

- Wiſe, that is unwilling forced Conformiſts, which is 
Hypocrites. in his Opinion ) -wher they came thither £ 
And did not almoſt aif® the, People of the Land Conforn: 

» before the Wars and yet ( as, he tells us truly ) they 
did us never the more Service, nor the leſs diſpleaſure, And 
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where ts the wonder of all this that they that axe falle to 
God and their own Souls ſhould be falſe to their. Prince, 
and to their Neighbours ? But I would entreat Mr. Bax- 
terto*try his Memory once more, and it may poſhibly 
inform him that though the Presbyterjans hand-faſted 
theſe Gentlemen by the Solemn League and Covenant, yet 
that would not hold themeneither, but ſome of, them 
proved as falſe to the Coveraxters as they were betore to 
tbe Conformiſts, and that even of the Aſembly-men : 

Arenot theſe a worthy ſort of Peopleto truſt to ? and 
yet if «theſe were taken out of the Poll-Books of. the 
Nonconformiſts, the remaining numbers would be much 
leſs than the Hearty Conformiſts. And let him further 
conſider that which fixed thele to them in the late Wars, 
was the Succeſs that attended the Rebellion, and that if 
in another, things ſhould not go after the ſame magner, 
as no mancan ſay they will, thete Hypocritical Conforu- 
 #ng-Non-Conformiſts will certainly leave their more lincers 
Brethren, ( who now truſt in their Numbers) in the 
Lurch, and 1 need not tclIl Mr. Baxter what the Conſe- 
quence of . that may be; for he remembers very well, 

how Mr. Love fared when theſe Gentlemen betrayed him 
* into the hands of the zzore godly Independents, To con- 
clude, as theſe People run th: hazard of being ruin'd 
which ſide ſoever prevail,ſoI think neither fide ought to 
eſteem them theirs, but leave them hike Brures to tall to 
the Conquerors ſhare, and treat them accordingly 7 And 
that they may not be torally 1znorant®f what they may 
expect from their Ucar Brethret n, [deere they would caſt 
their Eyes In time upon the Declaration of the Thirtieth 


of January, 1643: Where they will find this ſharp Admc- 


nition. Ie give now pablick, Warnirg to all Neuters (7. e 

ſuch Hypocrites as we are tqlkit®oof ) to reſt no loneer 
pon their Neutrality,vnt that they addreſs themſelves ſpee- 
dily to take the Covenant,and joyn with all tleir Power in the 
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Defence of this Cauſe againſt the Common Enemy, &c. Other- 
wiſe we do declare them to be publick, Enemies to their Reli- 
gion and Countrey 3 and that they are to. be Cenſur'd and Pa: 
niſh'd as Profeſſed Adverſaries aud Malignants, That is, 
Be at your Choice whether you will be damn'd in the 
next World for reliſters of Lawful Authority : or be 
hanged in this for Traytors, it the King, or Malignants, 
if the Parliament prevail, | | 

But leaving theſe Newters to take their Fortunes, I 


come to another ſort of Auxiliaries, who have Liſted 


themſelves in the Diſlenters Scrvice, ſome out of Am- 
bitious Deſigns in hope to be taken off by Preferment 3 
and others out of Diſcontent and Revenge for ſome ſup- 
poſed Injuries they have received. from the Government. 
'As to the firſt of theſe, That there are: ſome ſuch at 
work amongft us, the Author of the Seaſonable 4ddreſs 
informs us; and 1n part hath told the World who they 
are, but that is no part of my Bulineſs :,and firſt, as to 


. theſe Gentlemen, they ſhould do well to conſider their: 


PredeceſJors in the ſame employment, and althoygh they 
may find ſome few to have mounted to Preferment by 
theſe Steps, yet they are fewer that have ſtood-long, and 
ſcarce any which have,not finally been ruin'd either hy 
the Court where theſe Intruders are never welcome, ar 
by the Countrey, who eſteem themſelves betrayed by 
them. And I might add, That Preferment comcs nei- 


. ther from the Eaſt nor from the Weſt, nor yer from the 


South, but it is God who ſets up one and pulls down an- 
Other, and moſtly theſe proud men are thoſe he plucks 
cown: But they have of late got an excellent faculty 
'of Ridiculing the Scriptures, and I am not willing to: 


' give them too much occaſion to make uſe of it. And 


as for any Advices that I can give them, I muſt expect 
they willbe taken for Injuries, or opportunities. to Ex- 


pole my Ruſtick Honeſty. 
| Lheres>- 
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Therefore leaving them, I would adviſe my dear Coun- 
trey-men to obſerve this ſort of men as the worlt peſts 
that a People can be plagued by, for they have neither 
Religion, Conſcience, nor Honeſty. It they rife they are 
the worſt Maſters that can be, if they do not, they-are 
the worſt Companions; they Careſs and Flatter the Peo- 
ple for their own Advantage, and if. their Deſigns miſ- 
carry, leave the poor deluded Vulgar' to ſmart, and if a 
War follows, theſe little Folks get the blows, and their 


Leaders the Prey. Andif the Government prevail, they 


are both as they were, and the. People have all the dif- 
quiet for the Reward of their Folly. So that you may 
{ce nothing is to be got which way ſoever things fall out 
by theſe ſort of men, and much may be loſt: Andif I 


werein an humaurto tell Stories, I could fſhew that all 


the People in the World that have been free and are not, 
- have been ruin'd by theſe ſorts of men, except thoſe that 
have been Cqgquer'd by Foreiners. But if any man 
looks back to the beginning of our late diſtra&tions, he 
will need no further Information of whatis to be expected 
from them. | 

As to the difcontented, Sirs, I think them the fillieſt 
Animals in the World. If the Government hath injur'd 
me, I ought to take it as the injuries of the weather, and 
not rage and fret at it, but here-the caſe is worſe, the Ele- 
| ments will take their Courſe notwithſtanding ( and God 
be thanked ).no man can diſorder them, though he may 
himſel£ But Kingdoms. and Nations have often been 
ruin'd by ſuch fools, who have ever pay'd dear for their 
ſweet Revenge, and been buried in the Ruins they pluck- 
ed down aboat their own Ears, and I believe a wiſe man 
would rather be a Dwarf than have Sampſor's ſtrength, 
with his fate to attend ft: and be buried not like him 
with his Enemies, but in a promiſcuous heap with his 
Friends and Foes, his Honour and Eſtate, . 
; 6 at 
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But in the mean time they that ſet thefſemen up, and 
that for this Cauſe only ; are ſomewhat more to blame, 
for theſe Malecontents are under the Dominion of the 
ſtrongeſt paſhon to which depraved Nature is ſubject, 
and ſo are not Maſters of their own Reaſon, which is for 
the molt part none of thecaſe of them who furniſh them 
with Fire-brands and. Granado's, without which theſe 
Gentlemen might poſſibly after a little ſallen rage have 
come into their right Wits.again, without Hurtirg them- 
ſclves or any body elſe. But when they fee their paſſi- 
ons not only pitied or cheriſhed, but applauded too. 'tis 
Ten thouſand to one they never recover out of. the di- 
ſtemper, and be ſure not till they or the publick have 
ſmarted for the folly of thoſe that careſsd this Deviliſh 
humour In them: whereas would either of the Parties 
be wiſe, no ſuch miſchief could'follow. 

The next fort are Aa parcel of ſmall. Levites commonly 
called Semi-Conformiſts, of theſe Mr. Baxter gravely pro- 


| : , I . C Aþol. for the 
feſſeth © That 1t was his unhappineſs to haveſo bad * ac- Non-Con, p.90- 


*quaintance before the. unhappy Wars ( ſurely the man. 
was born under 1]I Stars ) *that he knew not one Confor- 
© mable Divine, to the belt of his Remembrance ( and 

that this 1sa ſhrewd good one ) © who. was of a Religious 
< Blameleſs Life, ( Hypocrifie always excepted ) * and. 
t {remed ſeriouſly to believe, and ſeek the Life to. come, 
C arid to prefer Heaven before Earth ; who did not con-: 
<form only tor Mr. Sprint's Argument of Neceſlity, and. 
© had not rather have been. excuſed, and would not pro- 
 feſs that they. had far rather that this Conformity - were 
* not impoſed, and.that they did ( as St. Parl, fubmit to 
* ſome Jewiſh Ceremonies ) meerly that they .might*not 
* be kept from Preaching ( and loſe their Livings)) and 
* {6 they held Conformity. to be Lawful, and therefore 
Ss Allembly, when they might be free, they choſe. 
*1t rather, | 


And! 
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And is this the happieſt Unity.that you can attain to? 
truly if it be all we are to expe@ from the pretended 


Union of Proteſtants, I will. not give one [traw for a 


 Cart-load of it. The Clergy ſhould be the Salt” of the 


Earth, but when they come once to play faſt and looſe 
with their Oaths and Subſcriptions,*to AR againlt their 
Conſciences, that they may have the liberty of Preach- 
ing, ( fortheſe mortificd men do not value Livings and 
Tythes, no, let them but Preach, and let who will take 
the Revenues ) and after all this be thought men of un- 
blameable Life, &c. When I ſee this done by them 3; 
I will not wonder if their Followers too learn to Cog 
and Lye, and Diſſembleand Forſwear themſelves, as ©c- 
cafion ſerves, and the publick or their private Aﬀeairsre- 
quire it, and this 1s thetrue ſource of all that Perjury and 
Falſhood which the World ſtands amazed at. And faves 
England the Charge of repairing to, Rowe for Diſpenſa- 
tions, theſemen having Taught th People That every 
man hath a Pope in his Belly, as well as the Parſon ; 
which will abſolve him from any Oath, if he can but find 


. a Godly pretence to excule it: and 'the Example of St. 


Paul, or rather St. Peter will do it, 

And to conclude this Digreftion, I can aſſure the Non- 
conformilſts, That a very conliderable part of theſe helps 
(ſuch as they are ) have come into their Aid and Afſfi- 
ftance ſince the Toleration, and that whether rhey will 
own it or no, if the Papiſt procured the Toleration , they 
are beholden to them for all this good Service, though 
I ſuppoſe on this occaſion they had: much rather pay their 
thanks to Little Anthony, who it's poſlible might have a 
Proſpe& of all this, and how muchit would advance the 
Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace of the 
Nation to have all theſe wild Bealts let looſe upon the 


Church and State. * 


In 


(33) 
In the 25th. Year of his Majeſties Reign, in the Seſfi- 
on of Parliament begun the Fourth day of February, 73- 
All Popiſh Recuſants were diſabled from holding any 
Office, Civil or Military, &c, by obliging all ſuch per- 
ſons to receive the Sacrament according to the Church 
of Eneland, and renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and take 
the Oath ot Allegiance and Supremacy, which at firſt 
brought the DukcE of YORK into ſuſpition, he 
refuſing to ſubmit to the ſame , of which I ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafter : Now the main Defiga of this Act was 
for the preventive the Dangers which may happen from 
Popiſh Recuſants, and quieting the minds of his Majeſties 
good SubjeFs, but the bufineſs hath been ſo managed, 
that the quite contrary effects have followed, and we 
are pretended to be in never the leſs danger, and are 
certainly never the quieter, for we are told that ſome 
turned over their places to Proteſtants and had good 
Allowances out of them, and that others got Diſpenſa- 
tions from Roxze, and took the (aid Oaths and the Sacra- 
ment; and that others were Excuſed nearer hand by 
Orders from the Secretaries of State. 
As to the firſt it is a piti'u! Cavil, for if the Places be 
really in Proteſtant hands, the Act hath its effect, whe- 
ther they bought them of Recuſants or had them from 
the State, and whether they pay'd the purchaſe at once 
or a part of it yearly - So that this ought to diſquiet no 
man but they that have them. and. as to the Second, 
there 1sno reaſon that his Majeſty and the Government, 
ſhould be accuſed becauſe the Pope pretends to give 
Diſpenſations to men to take any Oath , the Parliament 
deviſed the Remidy and the King admitted it ; and if 
there be another inconvenience which neither he nor 
they can tell how to prevent, it muſt be born with, and 
I doubt this will prove ſo in the concluſion, it there be 
any truth in it, We are told that many Papilts wy 
þ taKEn 
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taken the ſaid Teſt and retained their Places, and have 
been never the leſs Papiſts for that. But they would 
never do us the Favour to tell us who theſe are, or to 
give in a Liſt of their Names, which they would cer- 
tainly have done, if they had known who they had been. 
But on the contrary, 'tis poſhble to inſtance in ſome that 
did enjoy good Offi ces, who religned them rather than 
to take the Teſt. The Lord Treaſurer Chfford refigned 
his place for one, here was a Place worth the keeping, 
and which would have pay'd the purchaſe of a Dil 
penſation, ard the charge of Carriage too: but yet for 
all that his Lordſhip parted: with it and kept to his Re- 
ligion , as & doubt not but many others did, who were 
then in good Places, tho I am not able to tell their 
Names. As for the third Objection, 1t never reached 
further than a few Captains and Lieutenants, and they 
were preſently diſcharged upon the complaint of the Par- 
lament, and ſo one would have thought there might 
have been an End of it, and ſo there ſhould, if ſome 
men did not make a good Trade of retailing and en- 
tailing Fears and Jealouſies, not for the good of the Nation, 
but to ſerve ill Deligns. 

But admitting all this to be true ( as it certainly is 
not) the Diſlenters have no more kindneſs for the 
Communion of the Church of Ezgland enjoyned by 
this AR, as well as renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, than 
the Recuſantsz yet all the World knows ſome of them 
after twenty years abſtinence from all Communion with 
us, have yet to qualif.« themſelves for ſome places of 
Truſt and Authority, taken the Sacrament with all the 
Formality required by the Act. Now this 18as contrary 
to their Principles as-it 1s to the Papiſts, and this with 
no other intention as appears by their ations, than to 
put themſelves into a Capacity to ruin that Church 
Key thus communicate with. Where have they their 

diſpen- 


(35) 


Diſpenſations to a thus like Judas, who ſmarted for 
an uncharitable treacherous Communion? Let any man 
conſider this and then tell me-, if they of all men have 
any reaſon to object this even againſt the. Papiſts, much 

leſs againſt the Government. | 
But this is not the only inſtance wherein they have 
offended againſt that Act; many of them have kept 
Places mentioned in it, and yet have not taken the Sa- 
crament or Oaths according to that Aft; and ſome of 
them I could name if I thought it fit. Is this deſtructive 
of the Security intended by this Ac to be given to his 
Majeſties Subjects and the Government, or is it -not? 
And who gave them their Licences to contemn the AR 
more than the Papiſts? And why may not the Papiſts 
play the Hypocrites as well as the Ditlenters ? If they ſay 
the At was intended to exclude Papiſts and not Dil- 
ſenters, I ſay that might have been done by enjoyning 
the Oaths to be taken , and Tranſubſtantiation to be 
renounced, without taking the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper according tothe Uſage of the Church of Ergland 
in ſome publick Church, upon ſome Lords Day com- 
monly called S»-day, immediately after Divine Service 
and Sermon, Why in a Church rather than in a Barn ? 
on a Lords Day rather than a LedQure-day ? after Di- 
vine Service and Sermon, than a Holding-forth? and 
according to the Uſage of the Church of Exglard, 
rather than of the Presbyterians or Independents? What 
were all thoſe words put in for nothing ? No, the Care 
was that not only Papiſts but Proteſtants at large ſhould 
be excluded, that is, all the Diſſenters tag and rag ; and 
therefore they of all men ought not to clamour as they 
do. But the truth is, they would make the People be- 
lieve ( if they could ) that all that are not Diſſenters 
are» Papiſts: and that is the thing they drive at 1 all 
their outcries againſt Popery. For were it not for this 
F 2 they 
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they and.che Papiſts could agree well enough, as they did 
P.Stillingflut's about the Toleration, when oneof them told the World, 
Preface to the That the Papiſts in their account was but one ſort of Recu- 


ſants, and that the Conſcientious amonſt them, muſt be hild in 
the ſame Predicament with thoſe amoneſt themſelves, that like- 
wiſe refyſe to come to Common-irayer. What was this but 
joyning for a Toleration of Popery ? But if this be not 
plainenough, theſe words follow'd : bt as for the Common 
Papiſt who lives innocently in his way, he is to us as other Se- 
paratiſts, and ſo comes under the like Toleration. And a Late 
Author who writ againſt Dr. Stz{ing fleet, hath detended 
all this, by which any man may ſee they hold their minds. 

From this time till the Diſcovery of the Plot, the 
Papiſts and the Diſlenters equally promoted the dillo- 
lution of the Long Loyal Porliament, what was done 
by the Papiſts appears by Colemar's Letters, and what 
was done by the Diffenters, by the Pacquet of Advices 
to the Men of Shaftsbury , who pag. 4. tells us of ſome 
body whoſe Nickname was Mephiſtophiles, who ( belides 
many others therein mentioned ) had one Expedient 
more upon the Anvile; and that is to uſe all manner 
of tricks that may be, by Long Speeches, and Long Debates 
among the Lords, and the Starting of Controverſies about 
Privilege , betwixt their Lordſhips and the Commons, 
to Fruſirate Diſpatches of the King and Kingdoms bu- 
fineſs; and ſo neceſlitate the prefent Parliament to be- 
come unſerviceable, that he may obtain a plauſible pre- 
tence to draw the People to cry out for a New one, as 
the onely Cure of all our Maladies. and thus they 
ſpent their time, and by theſe Artifices ſpoyled the Sel- 
fion of Parliament, Ocb. 27, 1673. His Majeſty being 
neceſlitated ( as he gocs on pag. 24.) for the very ho- 
nour of. the Parliament it ſelf, and of his Government, 
to put an end to many ſtrange Debates and Contro- 
verſics which conld no otherways be done, but by ending 
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that and ſeveral other * Seſltons of Partiament, either.s ,,, ,. ,,, 
Houſe being imbroyPd in it's ſelf, and both with one 4pit 13. 75 
another : and ſo utterly incapacitated for any diſpatch 

of publick buſineſs, and this was by Dr, Shirley's Cauſe, 

of which Ineed ſay no more, * 

In 1675. A Proteſtation was publiſhed, containing 
reaſons why that Parliament ſhould be diliolved , and 
a New one called. And at the ſame time another Pa- 
per was printed, entituled The Debate or Arguments for 
diſſolving this preſent Parliament, and the calling frequent 
New ones, &c..1n which it 1s boaſted by the deſigners 
( concerning the Commons Houſe ) that they have a 
Party of Members in that Houſe ( whom the ſaid Print 
calls many of the ablcſt and moſt worthy Patriogs amongſt 
them 3 Jwhoſe buſineſs it was to ſecond the Proteſting 
Lords, by carrying this Difference ( the Dod&or's Cauſe ) 
betwixt the Houſes to the greateſt height, that by this 
means they might deliver the Nation from this Parlia- 
ment by Diſlolution, and have a New one Called: 
Pacguet , &c. pag. 36. And if I might, I would enquire 
Whether this honeſt deſign 1s not driven on ſtill by the 
ſame party, that the Nation may at laſt be forced to 
ſubmit to a King without a Parliament , which they 
believe is impoſhble, or to a Parliament without a King ?- 
At leaſt we may obſerve that the ſame Arts. a little 
varied, have been made uſe of to blow up the three 
laſt Parliaments, which were employed for the ruin of 
that Loyal one, and that by the ſame men. For it is 
uſual with them to- compaſs Sea and Land to gain a 
Parliament, and then break it in pieces upon the ſmalleſt 
pretence in the World, or render it uſeleſs, dangerous 
and impracticable ;z. and yet if they be diſſolved, to fill 
the Ears of the People with Clamours, and their Heads 
with Jealoulies of Tyranny, Arbitrary Government, and 
4 ſtanding Armies.; and thus whether they have a Par-. 
lament. 
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liament or none, the King is never to have any quiet, 
nor the People any reſt, till they have obrained their 
Ends , the laſt of which 1s the ſubverſion of the Mo- 
narchy , and the Eſtabliſhing a Parliament or Senate 
rather , Abſolute and Accountable neither to him nor 
to the People. All which is undeniably proved by that 


Author, Pag. 37, 38, 39, 49- and which 1s ſo worthy of 


a cloſe Refleftion, and is ſo pertinent to our Times, 
that it looks like a Prophecy , and therefore I refer 
my Reader to it, 

In 1676. the ſame Year the Pacquet was printed, all 
their other Deſigns for blowing up this Loyal Parlia- 
ment failing, they printed a Pamphlet with this Title : 
A Seaſonable Arenment to perſuade all the Grand Juries 


in England zo Petition for a new Parliament, Or, A Liſt of 


the principal Labourers in the great Deſign of Popery ; and 
Arbitrary Power, who have betrazed their Country tothe Con- 
ſpirators, and Bargained with them to maintain a flanding 
Army in England, ander the Command of the Bigotted Popiſh 
D. who by the Aſſiſtance of the L.L's Scotch Army, the Forces 
in Ireland , and thoſe in France, hopes to bring all back 
to Rome. Wherein, all thoſe Miniſters of State who 
were Members of that Parliament, are therefore repre- 
ſented as Penſioners and Men not to be truſted ; and 
about two or three hundred other Gentlemen are with 
afl imaginable Malice, Falſhood and Rudenels, expoſed 
in print to the hatred and contempt of the Multitude, 
but yet it is obſervable, it was not thought fit then to 
put that Liberty of the People in practice they have 
ſince, viz. that of popular tumaltuous getting hands to 
Petitions; but the Grand Juries are follicited, and the 
Statute purſued; for the Parliament was then in bein 
that made it, and would ſoon have cruſhed this popular 
pretence, and have taught them, tho they might petition 
yet it muſt bein a regular way 3 and that their Deligns 
were 
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were not againſt the Parliament only , but his Majefties: 
Government too, appears by drawing what Odium they 
could upon the Guards, and the Scotch and Triſh Forces, 
which ate obſtacles too great for theſe Loyal Gentlemen 
to endure. At the ſame time alſo they printed a damna- 
ble Libel under the Title of The Growth of Popery, where- 
in they Libell'd the whole Government. But this Par- 
liament having had the leiſure during a long receſs to 
conſider ſeriouſly what would be the Event of theſe 
things, in the beginning of their next Seſſion , reskued 
by themſelves from the contempt and dcluſion of theſe 
Boutefcus: and having made ſome of them Examples of 
their juſt reſentment, things went on ſomewhat ſmoother, 
till the diſcovery of the Popzſh Plot, when they reaſſumed 
all their old jaugling tricks, and drave them on with more 
fury and better ſucceſs, as I may poſlibly ſhew here- 
after; and in the intrim this may ſerve for a taſt til a 
fuller account may be given of the ways and means by 
which they are arrived at a poſhlility of ſubverting the 
Government once more, and imbroyling us 1n another 
Rebellion to our Ruine. 

But omitting this for the preſent, F will return back 
and fee what pains the Popiſh party took to diſſolve this 
Parl1ament, and that at the ſame time, as if they and the 
Diflenters had been ated by the ſelf ſame Soul, as 
doubtleſs they then had, and now have the ſame Intereſt ;, 
in order to which I ſhall produce Coleman's Letter 
ro Monſieur Le Cheſe, dated 29 of Sept. 75. wherein he 
ſaith, that in July, Azguſt and September 73; I conſtantly 
inculcated the great danger Catholick Religion, and his 
oft Chriſtian Majeſties intereſt would be in at our next 
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he Sejſ1on of Parliament, which was then to be in October 
followirg , at which I plainly foreſee, That the King my. 


Maſter would be forced to ſomething in prejudice of his Al- 
liance with France, and that he ſhould make a Peace with, 
Holland, 
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Holland. Upon this 1 ſhewed that our Parliament in the 
Circumſtances it was in, manag d by the timerous Conn- 
fels of our Miniſters who then governed, conld never be 
 vſeful either to England , France, or Catholick Religion, 
but that we ſhould ce-taily be forced from our Neutrality at 
their next mecting.y as we bad been from our attive Alliance 
ith France the lajt ; that a Peace in the Circumſtances we 
were in, waz much more to be deſired than the continuance 
of the War , and that the Diſſolution of our Parliament 
would cerlainly procure a Peace, for that the Confederates 
did more depend. i:pon the Power they had in our Parlia- 
ment , than upon any thing in the World , and were more 
enconraged from thence to continue the War ;, So that if that 
were Diſſolved, their Meaſures would be all broken , and 
conſequently they neceiſitated to a Peace. 

Here are the Ends why that Party ſo paſſionately de- 
fired the Diſſolution of that Parliament, becauſe it was 
| the Mound that kept out Popery at home, and pre- 
ſerved the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad. And therefore 
no wonder it the good Father Ferrier promiſed in the 
behalf of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, That if his Royal 
Highneſs would endeavour to Ditlolve this Parliament, 
his Majeſty would affilt him with his power and purſe, 
to have fuch a New one as (kould be for their purpoſe; 
which Anſwer was dafted Jane 2. 1674. {Now this 
could be no Popiſh Parliament, for that was impoſlible ; 
no Church-of- Ezgl/and Parliament , for ſuch this was, 

therefore it mu{t mean a Factious Parliament of Confor- 
ming Difſenters, and Common-wealth men, 

But this is not coming up to Colemar's purpoſe, as 
being too genera], he next infinuates, That my Lord 
Arlington and the Parliament were not only not uſeful 
but very dangerous to England and France; and theree- 
fore it was neceſſary they ſhould do all they could to 


Diffolve it. - And to that purpoſe his Moſ# Corifiies 


ajeſty 


Go 
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Majeſty is perſuaded to renew the ſame offer to his Ma- 
jelty of his purſe, to Difſolve this Parliament and 
then there would be no great difficulty of getting a new one 
which would be more uſeful, ( 1,e.to France and Popery 
The Conſtitution of our Parliaments being ſuch, That a New 
one can never Þurt the Crown; nor an Old one do it good. 
This Maxim which 1s repeated ſo often, 1s to be taken 
quite backward, and doubtleſs was ſo then in Fraxce, who 
werefar enough from deſigning the good of the Crown 
of England, much more from giving any money for that 
purpole. 

7, w4l further tells us how he was notwithſtanding 
deluded by the French, eſpecially after the Parliamenr 
was Prorogud till the 13th. of April, 74. of which late 
Meeting Fraxce hoped to make the ſame Advantage as 
*of a Diffolution,and therefore his Propoſal for 300000). 
for a Diſſolution, was (lighted by the French Amballa- 
dour and Monſieur Powpore, and he was forced to go $173 LIBRAR 
on 1n his Intrigue, and preſs the Difſolution of the Par- Sf... 1882, 
lament (without much encouragement) deteſting all 
Prorogations as ſo much loſs of time only, and a means 
of (trengthening all thoſe who depend upon it in op- 
poſition to the Crown and Intereſt of France, and Catho- 
lick Religion, in the Opinion they had taken our King 
durſ(t not part with this Parliament , apprehending an- 
other would be worſe. Now you may be ſure theſe 
were no Diſſenters, No, they were then as hot as the 
Papiſtsfor a Diſſolution, and did expe the next Parlia- 
ment would be much better for them. And thus things 
continued till Febrxary, 1675. when the Papilſts fore- 
ſeeing a greater Storm, deſired to have that Parhament 
continued till they had in ſome ſort provided againſt it. 

And one Reaſon was , becauſe the Parliament (then 


greatly oppreſſed and diſordered by FaGtious men ) had 
G ſet 
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ſet it ſelf a long time to diſlike every thing the Miniſters did, 
and had appear'd violently againſt Popery, whilſt the Court 
ſeem'd to favour it 3 and therefore (' ſaithhe) the Miniſters 
having turn'd their Faces ) we were confident the Parliament 
would do ſo tor, and ſtill be againſt them, aud be as little for 
Perſecution then as they had b.en for Popery before. And 
leſt you might be miſtak-nof what Party he ſpoke, thus 


he goes on.: Our Lord Treaſurer, Lord Keeper, all the 


Biſhops, and ſuch as call themſelves Old Cavaliers, were 
induſirious againſt Popery, and had the Purſe at their Gir- 
dle too, which was an excellent Inſirament to gain friends 
with, and all united againſtthe DUKE as Patron both of 
France aud Catholick R-lgionz yet how impudently 
were the Bilhops and Church Party then every day flan- 
der'd ( as they are now )) as deligning to introduce Po- 


pery? Oh ye Diſlenters conſider this Teſtimony. of a” 


bitter Enemy, and put an end to your Religions Lyine a- 
gainſt them. 

You may ſee by this the Catholicks were then at a 
low Ebb, the great Miniſters of State, all the Biſhops 
and the Old Cavaliers were againſt them 3; and they had 


no Money ncither, but he goes on : Iet notwithſtand- 


ing all this, we ſaw that by the help of the Nonconformiſts 
( as Presbyterians, Independents, and other SedFs, who were 
as mich afraid of Perſecution as our ſelves ) and the Ene- 
mes of the Miniſters. (Who are theſe for they are ex- 


cepted out of the Lilt of the Noncontormilts? ) and par- : 


ticularly of the Treaſurer ( whoby that time had ſupplanted 
the Earl of Arlington, and was grown ſole Manager of all 
Aﬀairs himſelf ) we ſ/ ould be able 10 prevent what they ( the 
Mimiters, Biſhops, and Chuxch-party, ) deſigned a2ainſt 
us, and ſo rend:r the Seſſuons ineffedual to their Ends (the 
ſuppreſſion of Popeiy ) though we mickt wot be able to 
compaſs our own, which were to make jome brisk ſtep in favour 


af his Royal Highneſs. aus 
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Thus my dear Countrey-men, the Providence of God 
hath diſcovered who are the real Friends and Promoters 
of Popery, even thele godly Nonconformiſts, and the 
Ambitious Imbroylers ot the Government; and at the 
{ame time how fallely ail the Advantages Popery hath 
got upon the Government, are aſcribed to the Biſhops 
and Conformable Clergy ; who are every day called 
Tories, Tantivy-men, Papiſisin Maſquerade, &c. And you 
may ſee how dreadful a Church-of- Ezeland-Parliament 
1s to them and Fraxce, what pains they have taken to 
Out ſuch a one, and bring us into that Confuſion we are 
now in. And if we ſhall ſtill go on to promote their 
Deſigns upon us, the World will conclude we are infa- 
tuated by God to our Ruin. 


I would not abate one dram of your Zeal againſt Po-. 
pery, but I have taken all this pains that I might direct 
it, and if it might be, fix it upon the real Obje&t of it ; 
and then with Prydence and Courage go on to Extirpate 
this Scandal of CEri/tiaxity, each man in his place as far 
and as faſt as you lawtully can or may, and God proſper 
you in it. But when you take the Biſhops, Confar- 
mable Clergy, the Great and Loyal Miniſters of State, 
the Loyal Gentry and Magiſtrates, for Papiſis or Tories, 
that 1s, Iriſh Thieves, yow are under the ſame deluſion 
Don B9ujxot was, when he took the Windmill for a 
Gyant, and the Flock of Innocent Sheep for an Army 
of Enemies. And every ſtep you take in complyance 
with this delirous Conceir, is an advance towards Po- 
pery : if you imagine the Papiſts have not been able 
by their own ſingle ſtrength and cunning to work us 
al) this Miſchief , you are inthe right, and Colemar ſore 
againlt his will, hath told you what Auxiliries they 
have amongſt us, and who are the Enemies they fear, 
G 2 and 
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and muſt vanquiſh at 0 rate. Whilſt the Parliament 
was intirely Church-of-Ergland , the _— and Diſſen- 


ters joyned hand 1n hand to confound it, but when it 
became diſordered by FaQtious men, unſerviceable to 
the Nation , the two Houſes imbroyled within them- 
ſelves and each with other, then the Papiſts were for 
the ſitting of it, becauſe they knew it could not hurt 
them or France, nor benefit the Proteſtant Religion 
by Law Eſtabliſhed, which 1sthe only Proteſtant Religion 

in Eneland, againſt which all their Forces are bent : But 
yet becauſe it was but too hkely this Loyal Parliament 
which was ſound at the Heart, though full of fickly Hu- 
mours at that time, might afterwards recover her former 
ſtate of Health, the Papiſts and Diſſenters never left the 
Chaſe againſt her, till finally by the frauds of the Jeſuites 
abroad, and the fury of the Difſenters within doors, 
this Loyal, Healing, truly Proteſtant Parliament fell, and 
with it the Terror of Fraxce, the Bulwark of our Pro- 
teltant Allies, the Pillars of the Monarchy, the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Britiſh Ifles, and the Glory of 
England, may my Reader pardon me if I drop a few 
tears at the Faneral of ſo great a Body, and which had 
deſerved ſo well of his M.j-ſty, the Church, the State, 
and- all Europe, and I could almoſt ſay with David, 1 
would (30d I had dyed for Thee. ' 


By allthis my dear Countrey-men may ſee how the 
Difſenters grew up 1n theſe laſt Twenty years, and im- 
proved every accident to their advantage, as they are, 
a reſtleſs ſort of men, and not unlike the Devil, always 
going about ſeeking whom they may ſubvert and Ruin; 
they wrought upon the diſcontents of ſuch of the Old 
Cavaliers as miſt Preferment , Cheriſhed their own diſ- 
heartned party by Contributions and. cloſe Cabals, 
made up their own breaches and-reconciled their own 
differences , flattcred the pcople with the Title of Saints, 

; and 
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and Holy Perſons, even them that before his, Majeſties 
Return thcy moſt deteſted : they Sainted the King's 
Murderers, turned every little Accident that happen'd 
to their Enemies into a Prodigy, and then made it an 
Argument of God's Anger againſt them, fomented Fo- 
rein Wars, made the 'burning of roxdor, a means to fire 
the Church and Nation, by turning the fault upon the 
King's Guards, and inſinuating as far as they durſt That 
the King was the Author of it. And when his Majeſty 
gave them an Indulgence they 1mprov'd. it to ſubvert $Skinner's Me- 
bis People, and imbroyl the EkQions of Parliament- * corp 4-142. 
men, and the Houle 3 till his Majeſty ſcarce knew which 
way to turn him , they falled the Corporations with dif- 
ſatisfied People ; and when notwithſtanding their wheels 
went heavily, they taught the People che lawfulneſs 
of breaking Oaths, of Equivocations and Mental Reſer- 
vations, they reviv'd all the Old Fears and- Jealoufies 
againſt the Church and Biſhops, and made the Rabble 
believe, That all that were for Monarchy were for Ar- 
bitrary Government : all that ſtood ſtoutly for the Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed were Papilts; and in the mean time, 
all that were perfely indifferent whether we had any 
Religion or no, they ſtiled Moderate Mem ; all thoſe 
Clergy-men' who left chem and Conformed, they ſtiled 
Turn-coats, Time-ſervers, &c. all the reſt they called 
Drunkards, Baal's Prieſts, Surcingle-men , and the like :: 
they p«ſtred the Nation with Swarms of factions and 
dilloyal Pamphlets and Diſcourſes, and ſpread all thoſe 
Reports they could invent or gather up to the diſadvan- 
tage of the Government; and as for thoſe Taxes. and. 
Supplies, thole Guards and Laws which themſelves had 
made neceſlary ; they repreſented them to the-People 
as the Acts or Inſtryments of T:yranny. and Arbitrary 
Government. And now O my Countrey-men, Are 
theſe Vipers to be Cheriſhed in. your boloms any longer ? 


they- 
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they that from the loweſt degree of deſpair and the 
brink of ruin have riſen by theſe godly Arts to this 
height of Power, can you think a tew fruitleſs wiſhes 
can ſuppreſs them? Itell you nothing but what you 
know, and your own Reaſons will tell you the reſt, if 
you will but conſult them, butif you will not, Time will 
roar it ſo loud in your Ears that you ball hear though 
not help 1t. 

But notwithſtanding all their Arts, ſuch was the Care 
of the Government, T hat they made but ſmall Progreſs 
till the Diſcovery of the late Helliſh Popiſh Plot, nor 
had that turned ſo much to their Advantage as it hath 
done, if the ſtrangeneſs of the Deſign had not rendred 
it almoſt incredible with knowing men, and .the freſh 
Alarms theſe men have often given us when there was 
no Cauſe, made many more ſuſpitious when there re- 
ally was one : So that I reckon they of all men are moſt 
Anſwerable for the difficulty of many men in believing 
it, who have made the greateſt nſe of that unbelief, and 
who have made it their buſineſs to inſinuate into all 
men, that all that care that was taken to prevent deſcep- 
tion in the beginning of the diſcovery, was deſigned 
to (tifle it, as it cannot be denied but that'by Accident 
it made the diſcovery leſs apparent, the Conſpirators 
having time enough to burn or convey away thoſe 
Papers, that might have made the Diſcovery more ap- 
parent. 

The Popiſh Gentry in the times of the late Troubles, 
by Choice or Necefſlity generally took part with his 
Majcſties Father and +were Soldiers under him, and 
after his preſent Majeſties Defeat at Worceſter , were 
very inſtrumental in his Eſcape into Fraxcez and to 
this we may Add, That after this during his Exile, he | 
living ſo many years in the Dominions of Roman Ca- 
thelick, Princes, as he expreſſeth it inan Anſwer tothe 


Com- 
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Commons, Cpril, 2: 1663.and they having performed. 
him ſome eminent Services in the time of his greateſt 
Aitlition, and being naturally of a Generous and good 
Narure, Grateful and Merciful beyond the meaſure of 
any Prince beſides himſelf, At his. firſt return and at 
all times after, he was as kind to them as the nature of 
their Religion would permit him, and perhaps beyond. 
his Intereſt, as well as above their delerts, 4 

And had their Modeſty been any way proportiona- 
ble to his Majeſties Goodneſ?, and not incenſed the Par- 
liament againſt them, they might have lived underhim 
as happily as they could have wiſhed, but it is not the 
temper of theſe men to be quiet, or permit others to 
be ſo in any condition, and from this natural temper 
the Pricſts and Jeſuits eſpecially grew inſolcat, which 
occaſioned ſeveral Addrefſes from the Parliament to 
his Majeſty for ſevere Proclamations againſt them, one 
in the year laſt mentioned, in March; to which his 
Majeſty Anſwered April 2. which was ſeconded by 
another Vote the 25th. of July the ſame year, and fo 
we hear no-more of them trill che 26th. of OdGobey, 1666: _ 
when the Commons moved for another Proclamation 
for the Baniſhment of Prictts and. Jeſuits out of his 
Kingdoms, and alſo for the Execution of the Laws 
againſt them that (ſhould afterwards be taken, which 
ſcemsto be occaltoned by the Fire of Lo»dox the month 
before, of which they were then vehemently ſuſpected 
tobe the Authors and Promoters: and the 4tb, of Mazeh, 
1667. upon Information of the inſolent Carriages and 
Abuſes committed by perſons in ſeveral places, in di- 
{turbiong the Miniſters in their Churches, and holding 
Meetings of their own contrary to the Laws of this 
Realm, the Lower Houſe of Parliament Addrels'd 
againf,ra Proclamation for enforcing the Laws againſt 
Conventicles, and. that Care. might be taken for the 


pre-- 
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preſervation of the Peace of the Kingdom againſt un- 
lawful Aſſemblies of Papiſts and Nonconformiſts, which 
his Majeſty promiſed. And again the Third of November, 
1669. the Commons thanxed the King for ſuch another 
Proclamation which was it ſeems then renewed, all which 
Proclamations may be obſerved to be levell'd only againſt 
the Roman Clergy, whilſt their Nobility and Gentry 
were cheriſhed and countenanced as much as any other 
of his Majeſties Subjes, and had ſome Places of Truſt 
and Profit under his Majeſty, till at laſt their power be- 
came ſo formidable, that it was thought neceſſary to ex- 
clude them from that advantage by an At made in the 
Twenty Fifth year of his Majeſties Reign, and by the De- 
claration for Liberty of Conſcience, they had their ſhare 
in the common exemption from the Execution of the 
Penal Laws , and the Exerciſe of their Worſhip in their 
private Houſes, though they were not allowed publick 
places of Worſhip. - And after this was taken away and 
the ſaid Act made, they had the ſame connivence with 
the Difſenters, till about February, 167*, when there 
came forth a ſharper Declaration againſt them than a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, and it is to be obſerved, That from 
his Majeſties return till the diſcovery of the Plot, there 
was but one Law made againſt them, and that not ill at- 
ter many great provocations, and that took nothing from 
them that was their own. Secondly, That notwithſtand- 
Ing all theſe Declarations and Proclamations, there was 
ſcarce any Execution of any Laws againſt them but the 
laſt, and that was ſometimes diſpenſed with, as-appears 
by the Complaint- of the Houſe of Commons againſt 
Sir Foſeph Williamſon one of the Secretaries of State, 
the 19th. of November, 1678. in ſome fort owned by his 


Majeſty the 23d. of theſame Month, with a promiſe of 
Redrels, 


Th6 
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 Th6T cannot poſitively aver that this was all that was 
done againſt them till the diſcovery ofy the PJot which 
was near Eighteen years after his Majeſties Return; yet 
all the World bear record to this, That never were any 
People treated with more Lenity and Mercy than they 
were, andif they had none of the gainful employments, 
they were much leſs troubled with any of the chargea- 
ble and troubleſom places; and time and their forced 
Loyalty had. obliterated the memory of their former 
Crimes in the Reigns of Queen: Elzzabeth and King 
James, and few believed thoſe againſt his Majeſtics Father, 
ſo that they were but too well , thought of by their 
hs I. Gentry, and viſited and careſſed by them 
without-any diſtinction, or ſcarce remembrance that they 
were of gnother Religion: And there had been a view 
taken alſo of their Numbers 'in the Yeax, 1676. and that 
was thought ſo inconfiderable, that our fears too were 
even laid aſleep. | 

No wonder then if after all this, ſuch a prodigious 
unprovok'd Defign as the Late Plot, was hardly believed, 
and had they not been the moſt bloody ungrateful miſ- 
creants that ever aroſe amongſt men,there could have been 
no ſach thing, And the diſcovery being made only by 
Dr. Oats and no other witneſſes to back it, thgy might 
bave weathered the ſtorm, if firſt Coleman's Papers and 
after them the murder of Sir Edmund. Godfry, had not 
given the Nation new Alarms, which are chiefly to be at- 
tributed tothe Providence of God watching over them 
for the Puniſhment of ſuch unganly and unchriſtian Cru- 
elty and Malice. | . 

By all this .it will appear as there was no more reafon 
why theſe bloody men ſhould thus conſpire his Maje- 
[ties Death and the Ruin of the Nation, ſo there was 
great reaſon it ſhould not be too eaſily believed they 
had, it being the nature of Innocency alſo, not to ſuſpect 


H | others 
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others haſtily of thoſe things it doth abhor, and the 
molt Generous Pmnces being naturally the leaft Jealous, 
whilſt the timerous, and they that are 1Il Natur'd and 
have done many Injuries, ſuſpeCt every Noiſe and Motion 
as the Harbingers of Revenge; we may with much 
more probability aſſign his Majeſties ſlowneſs of belief 
to his temper, than to any favour he bore to the Offen- 
ders or their Religion. ; 

But yet the Djfſenters who lay gapingefor all Advan- 
tages againſt his Majelty and the Government, and had 
now recovered ſome part of their loſt Credit with the 
People, making uſe of the Conſternation and Afeight 
all men were then in, which was the greater, becauſe the 
true extent of the Cauſe was not then known, by all 


ways imaginable turn'd all this to the diſhonapr of the 


King and the Niniſters of State, attributing every thing | 
that fell out, to a deſigned intention of ſtifling the know- 
ledge of the Plot, as they didinlinuate alſo that this was 
the effect of the too great Power and Credit of ſome 
Papiſt about the King, and from thence proceeded to 
repreſent his Majeſty asa favourer of Papilts and Popery, 
and at laſt that he was 1n the Plot againft his own Lite 
and, Kingdom. And if any man could not Afﬀent to 
this, pgcfently he was branded as a defamer of the 
King's Evidence, if not a Papilt and a Party in the 
Plot. A” 

As they thus aggravated the danger beyond all Senſe 
and Reaſon, ſo.they pretended to no leſs extravagant de- 
grees of Fear, every whese pretending that they thought 
it was impoflible to hinder the Plot from being exe- 
cuted upon us, declaiming one while againſt the Perfidy 
and Cruelty of the Jeſuits, and another while againſt 
theenegligence and careleſneſs of our Governours, not 
fparing to tax all thoſe they hated as favourers of the 
Plotters, eſpecially if they endeavoured to reſettle the 

: People, 


nd 
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People, or ſhew them the- danger now it was diſcovered, 
was not ſo great as it was pretended, and by this means 
got a wonderful Credit with the unconſidering People, 
tor their Zeal againſt Papiſts and Popery. : 

And this was no new thing with them, for as Caxbader 
aſlures us, their Forefathers behaved themſelves at the 
ſame rate 1588. when the Nation was under the like 
conſternation by reaſon of the then threatned Spaniſh 
Invaſion, when all other men were full of Fears, they 
becoming inſolent and infufferable to the Queen and to 
the Government, but that apprehenſion did not laſt long, 
but this coming out by degrees, gave them more {cope 
and better means of pulling up the Aﬀections of men to 
that height.they deſigned to bring them. 

In the interim, the King and Council having made the - 
beſt inquiry they could for the time into the Plot, the 
Parliament which was Prorogued to gain alittle time, 
met the Twenty firſt day of OFober, when his Majeſty Ac- 
quainteg them with the Plot in theſe very words. 


[ Now intend to Acquaint you ( as I ſhall always do with 
any thing that concerns me ) that I have been informed of 


a deſign againſt my Perſon , by the Jeſuits, of which I ſhall 


forbear my Opimon, leſt I may ſeem to ſaytoo muchor too 


little, but I will leave the mattcr to the Law; andin the 
mean time will take as much Care as I can to prevent all man- 
ner of pradices by that ſort of men, and of others too who 
have been tampering *in a high degree with Foreiners, and 
cortriving how to introduce Popery amongſt us | 


And the Lord Chancellor told them among(t other 
things - 

That there was a ſtrange Concurrence of ill Accidents at 
that time, that it was not to be wonder'd at, if ſome honeſt 
and good men began to be troubled and have thouzhtful hearts; 
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yet that which is infinitely to be lamented, is, That mdlici- 
ous men too begin to work upon this Otcaſion, and areinno 
ſmall hopes to raiſe a ſtorm that nothing ſhall be able to 
allay. By which laſt paſſage I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip 
reflected npon theſe men 1 have been diſcourling of ; at 
leaſt I am ſure the event hath apply'd jt to them, and 
made that period look too like a Prophecy for the good 
of England. 

| Idefire my Reader would not expect from me a full 
Hiſtory of TranſaRions of «this Sefton of Parliament, 
becauſe this would {well the Diſcourſe mtotoo great a 
bulk, but yet I ſha]l give an Account of fome of the 
moſt material Occurrences which ſuit my purpoſe , and 
I ſhall begin with the Addreſs they preſented to his Ma- 
zeſty concerning the removing all Pepilfh Recuſants from 
within Ten Miles of the City of London, which was 
tendered to his Majeſty by both Houſes of Parliament 
on Saturday the Twenty ſixth of the fame Ofober, which 
I have tranſcribed atlength to ſhew the Zeal of the Hou- 
ſes for his Preſervation, and his Majeſties ready Comply- 
ance with them for their Satisfaction. | | 


\ , 7 E Your Majeſties moſt dutiful and Loyal Subjeits the 
Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, having taken 

into our ſerious Conſideration, the Bloody and Traiteraus De- 
ſigns of Popiſh Recuſants againſt Your Majeſties ſacred Per- 
ſon and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion, wherewith 
Your Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to Acquaint us ; 
For the preventing whereof we do moſt humbly beſeech Your 
Majeſiy, That Your Majeſly would graciouſly pleaſe by Your 
Rozal Proclamation to Command all and every perſon or 
perſons, being Popiſh Recuſants, or ſo reputed , forthwith 
under pain of Your Majeſties higheſt diſpleaſure, and ſe- 
vere Execution of Your Laws againſt them, to depart and 
retire themſelves and their Families, from Your Royal 
Palaces 
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Palaces of White-Hall, Somerſet-Houſe, 4»d ys rr 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and from all other 

places within ten Miles of the ſame, and that no ſuch Pur- 
[®: or Perſons do preſume at any time hereafter, to repair or 
return to your Majeſties ſaid Palaces , or the ſaid Cities, or 
either of them, or within ten Miles of the ſame, other than 
Houſeholders, being Traders, exerciſing ſome Trade or manual 
Occnpation, and ſetled fpr twelye Months laſt paſt.in Houſes 
of their own, and not having any Habitation elſewhere, giving 
in their own Names, and, the Names of all perſons in their 
Families, tothe two next Juſtices of the Peace. And that 
it may beinſerted into theſaid gran. + That immedi- 
ately after the day limited for their departyre the Conſtables, 

Churchwardens, and other Pariſh Officers, go from Houſe to 
Houſe in their ſeveral Pariſhes, Hamlets, Conſtabularies and 
Diviſons reſpefively, -and there, take a® Account of the 
Numes and Surnames of all ſuch Perſons as are Popiſh Recu- 
fants, or ſuſpei#*d ſo to be, as well Houſeholders, as Lodgers or 
Servants, and to carry a Liſt of their Ntmes to the twb next: 
Juſtices of the Peace, who are to be thercby required and en- 
joyned toſend for them and every of them, and to ter:der then 
and every of them the Oaths of Allegiance. and Supremacy, 
and to commit to Priſon till the next ſucceeding Sejſtons of the 
Peace, all ſuch perſons as ſhall reſuſe the ſaid Oathr, and at 
the ſaid Selſrons to, proceed qe them accortling to Law. 
And that your Majeſty will be pleaſed to dirett Commilſuons 
to be forthwith iſſued under the Great Seal of England,to a# 
Tuſtices within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter,and 
within ten. miles of the ſame to Authoriſe and Require them, 
or any two of them,to Adminiſier the ſaid Oaths accordingly. 
And that your Majeſty would further pleaſe to Comman# 
That no Warrant or Licence be granted by the Lords of your 
Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council, or any of ther, 0: 
otherwiſe for the ſtay, return, or repair of any ſuch perſon or 
perſons 1n or to any of the ſaid places, 1ill ſome more eſſe7ua! 


Law 
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Law be paſſed for, preventing the ſaid Popiſh Conſpiracies, and 


for the preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Perſon, and the 


Religion ayd Government by Law Eſtabliſked, for which we 
your Majeſties moſt Loyal and Dutiſul Subje@s, will alwfftys 
employ our utmoſt endeavours and daily Prayers. And 
whereas the ſafety and preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred 
Perſon is of ſo great a Conſequence and Concernment to the 
Proteſtant Religion , and to all yopr Subjetts, we do firrther 
moſt humbly beſeech zour Majeſty to Command the Lord 
Chamberlain, and all other the, Officers of your. Majeſties 
Houſhold to take a ſtrift care that no unknown or ſuſpitious 
perſons, may havegdcceſs near your Majeſties Perſon. And 
that your Majeſiywill likewiſe pleaſe to Command the Lord 
Mayor ##d [ icutenancy of London, to appoint ſufficient 
Guards of the Trained Bands within the City of London, 
during this Seſſ: of Parliament ; 'and likewiſe the Lord 
Lieutenants of Middleſex and Surrey, to appoint the like 


Guards of the Trained Bands ig Middleſex, Weſtminſter 


and Sourhwark, and other Places adjacent as ſhall bathought 
neceſſary. EY 


To which long and various Addreſs, his Majeſty 
Reply d: | .. 


You ſhall have the Effc& of your deſire, and that he woiild 
give ſpeedy Orders for putting the ſame in Execution. 


And with the ſame frankneſs he granted ſeveral other: 
Addreſles made by both or either of the Houſes concern- 
ing this Affair, which are plain Arguments he -neither 
favoured the Plot nor the Plotters, as hath been ſince 
moſt falſly and maliciouſ{ly Charged upon him. | 

Before this my Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs being ſent 
for by the Houſe of Commons , at their requeſt had 
| granted 
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granted his Warrant .for the apprehenſion of the Earl 
of Powzs, Viſcount Stafford, the Lord Arundel of War- 
der, the Lord Peters, and the Lord Bellaſis, who were 
then*Charged before them as principal Agents in the 
Plot. 

And although the Lord Viſcount Stafford and the Lord 
Peters complained gf this in the Houſe of Lords, yet _ 
- were committed by virtue of that Warrant. 

And doubtleſs had things 'been permitted to TY on. 
thus, the bufineſs of the Plot had not been continued a 
foot as itis to this day, to. the great dM{quiet both of the 
King and Kingdom. | 
| But to proceed, the Addrefſles preſented to the King 

this week, were Firſt, One from both Houſes for a Faſt. 
Secondly, One fronx the Lords for the Papers relating to 
the Plot. Thirdly, 'A ſhorter Addreſs than that L have. 
recited, for Baniſhing Popifh Recuſants from the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter and the Liberties theftof, by the 
Lords only, who notwithſtanding agreed to that of the 
Commons. Fourthly, An Addreſs from the Commons to 
deſire That Mr. Coleonan sand all other Papers relating to 
the Plot might be communicated to them : to all which 
his Majeſty Afſented. ; 

Upon Fryday, the- firſt day of ovember, the Com-. 
mons made this Vote: 


Reſolved Nemire Contradicente : 


Hat upon the Evidence that hag already appeared to this: 
F Howe, this Houſe is of Opinion, That there has keen, 
and ſtill is a damnable and helliſh Plot, contrived and carr ied, 
0n by my Popiſh Recnſants, for Aſſaſſa intting and Murthering 
the King, ſubverting the Government, and rooting out and. 
deſtroying the. [DIYolefles Religion. 


Which. 
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* "Which being the ſame day communicated to the Lords 


ata Conference, they moſt readily and unanimouſly* con. * 


curred with them 1n it, promiling further that they 
would ſuffer nothing te be wanting on their parts which 
may preſerve a good correſpondence between the two 
Houſes, which is abſolutely neceſſary to the ſafety of the 
King and Kingdom. And accordingly the next day at 
a Conference the Lords acquainted the Commons that 
the Roof of the Commons Houſe was ſo rotten, that it 
was in danger upon any great Storm. to fall, and that they 
had reſolved to Addreſs to his Majeſty for their remove 
into the Court of Requeſts, which was kindly taken by the 


Commons, and the Thanks of the Houſe Ordered to be 


givento the Lords. * 

Monday, the 4th. day of Novembe? a debate ariſing in 
the Houſe of Commons for an Addreſs to be preſented 
to his Majgſty That his Royal Highnefs may withdraw 
himſelf from his Majeſties Perſon and GCounſels, it was 
Ordered that the Debate be adjourned till Fryday morn- 
ing, and then to the Tueſday following. 

Saturday, November the 9th. his Majeſty made this fol- 


.Jowing Speech to both Houſes. 


© F Am ſo ſenſible of the great and extraordinary Care 
«* | you havealready taken and (till do continue to -fhew 
* for the ſafety of my Perſon 1n theſe times of Danger, 
< that I could not ſarisfie my ſelf without coming hither 
* on purpoſe to give you all my moſt hearty thanks for 
Sf ELD . 
* Nor do I think it enough to give you my thanks 
« only ; but Thold my, felt obliged to let you ſee withal, 
* That I'do as much ſtudy your preſervation tooas[T can 
« poſſible: And that I am as ready to joyn with you 
*<*1n all the ways and means that may Eſtabliſh a firm 
£ Security of the Proteſtant Religion, as your own hearts 
| | "can 
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<can wiſh, and this not only during my time ( of which 
«[ am ſure you have no fear ) but 1n all future Ages even 
©to the end of the World. 

* And therefore I am come to aſſure you, that whatſo- 
© ever reaſonable Bills you ſhall preſent to be paſt into 
«Laws to make you fafe in the Reign of my Succeſſor 
*C ſoas they tend not to impeach the Right of Succeſ- 
« (ton nor the deſcent of the Crown in the true Line, and 
* fo as they reſtrain not my Power, nor the juſt rights of 
*any Proteſtant Succeſſor ) ſhall find from me a ready 
© CONCUrTENCce, 

© AndT deſire you withal to think of ſome more effe- 
* ual means for the Conviction of Popiſh Reculants 
*and to expedite your Counſels as faſt as you can, that 
* the World may ſee our Unanimity, and that I may have 
*the Opportunity of ſhewing you how ready I am to do 


*any thing that may give Comfort and Satisfaction to 
* ſuch Dutiful and Loyal Subjects. 


With which Speech the Commons were ſo pleaſed, 
That they reſolved to go in a Body to give his Majeſty 


their Thanks. At which time his Majeſty returned this 
Anſwer : 


Gentlemen, 


T ſhall always be my ſtudy to preſerve the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, and to Advance and Support the Intereſt of my 
People. 


Upon Mozday the Eleveyth of November, the Com- 
mons taking Notice. that no Commiſſions had been 
Hued out purſuant to the Proclamation founded upon 
the Addreſs of both Houſes for the Adminiſtring the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy , defired a Con- 

J 


ference 
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ference. with the Lords, who ſhewed that they had been 
debating about ſome reſtrition to have been inſerted into 
the ſaid Commiſſions, but finding it difficult had that 
Morning Sealed the Commiſhons without any Limitati- 
ons, with which Anſwer the Commons were ſatisfied. 

Fhe next Monday, Secretary Williamſon was Com- 
mitted to the Tower by the Commons, being a Member 
of their Houſe and then preſent, for Granting War- 
rants to Popilh Recuſants that they ſhould be Muſtered, 
tho they had not taken the Oaths, and ſubſcribed the 
Declaration according to the AR of Parliament. But 
the next day his Majeſty ſent for the Houſe, and after 
a ſhort Reprimand for Committing ſo great an Officer 
without Acquainting him with it, told them he would 
diſcharge the Secretary forthwith, which he did, and 
when the Commons drew up an Addreſs, reprelenting 


the reaſons of their Proccedings, his Majeſty replyed. as 
followeth: 


"Ry , A 


6 H LS Majelty having received an Addreſs the 19th. 
y Inſtant from this Houſe, is pleaſed to return this 
* Anſwer, That he releaſed Mr. Srcretary Williamſon (e- 
* veral Hours before your Addreſs came, as he told you in 
* the Banqueting- Houſe he would do, 

* As to. the reaſon of granting thoſe Commiſſions, his 
* Majeſty Acquainted you at Jarge with them in his Speech 
*when you laſt attended him ; but in Anſwer to your 
preſent Addreſs,his Majeſty promiſeth to recall all Com- 
* miflions whatſoever given to Papilts orreputed Papilſts 
< eitherin England or Ireland, immediately ; and for his 
© remoter Dominions, they ſhall be recalled likewiſe with 


*all the expedition the Safety of thoſe Places will per- 
* it; 


The 
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The Secretary abſtained from the Houſe after this, 
and the buſineſs ended. | 

On Monday the 25th. of November, his Majeſty by a 
Speech defired the Opinion of the Parliament for the 
continuance or disbanding of the Forces that had been 
raiſed, and were then on foot for the preſervation of 
Flanders, And on Wedneſday following the Houſe of 
Commons paſſed theſe Reſolves in that Affair. 


T. © That itis neceſſary for the Safety of his Majeſties 
©Perſon and Preſerving the Peace of the Government, 
«That all the Forces which have been raiſed fince Sept. 29. 
©1677. and all others that fince that time have been 
* brought over from beyond Seas from Forein Service be 
* forthwith disbanded. 

II. *It is the humble Opinion and deſire of the Houſe, 
©. That the Forces which are now in Flaxders may be 1m- 
* mediately called over, in orderto their disbanding. 

I{I. © That this Houſe would to morrow morning re- 
© ſolve it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
* conlider of the manner of disbanding the Army. | 


Which they did the 29th. and paſſed ſeveral Reſolves 
in that caſe, too long to be here inſerted. 

On Saturday the 3oth. of November, his Majeſty paſ- 
ſed an ACt for diſabling any Papiſt to fit in either Houſe 
of Parliament, in which was a Teſt preſcribed, and the 
Members of both Houſes Commanded totake the Oaths 
of Supremacy and Allegiance allo: but there was a Se- 
cond Bill tender'd to him, Entituled An A fer preſerving 
the Peace of the Kingdom by raiſing the Militia, and con- 
tinuing them in Duty for Two aud Forty Days. Which his 


Majeſty refuſed to paſs, and gave this reaſon for itina 
ſhort Speech, vs, 


I 2 He 


The Printed 
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He told the Lords and Commons, That he did not re- 
Jourval of the fyſe to paſs this AR for the dillike of the matter, but 


the manner, becauſe it puts the Militia for ſo many days 
out of his power, if it had been but for half an hour, 
he would not have Conlented to it, becaulz of the 111 
Conlequences it may have hereafter, the Militia bein 
wholly in the Crown; ana ſo far as he 1s enabled by Law 
to raiſe the Militia, it they will enable h1m with money 
to pay them, he ſhall employ ſach of them as he thinks 
fit, and are neceſſary for the ſafety of himſclt and the 
Kingdom. 

His Majeſty ſaid (alſo ) he had paſſed the other Bill 
which isof very great importance, of which there may 
be 11] Conſequences hereafter, but he was willing to. vb- 
lige them, who have thought it fitting at this time, and 
hopes they will be careful to give him all due SatisfaRtion 
for the future. His Majelty alſo gave further Satisfacti- 
on to the Commons about the M:/;tia Biff, rhe Fourth of 
December tollowing. 

To look a little back, On Thwrſday the 28th. of this 
Month, the Houle of Commons having with great Secre- 
cy Examined Mr. Bedloe and Mr. Oats, Voted this follow- 
ing Addreſs: 


WAJ © your Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts 
the 


and Commons, 
in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, having received In- 


(Os by ſeveral Witneſſes of a moſt Deſperate and 


rapterouws Deſign and Conſpiracy, againſt the Life of your 
Sacred Majeſty, wherein to their great Ajtoniſhment , the 
Queen is particularly Charged and Accuſed. Tn diſcharge 
of our Allegiance, and out of our Afﬀetions and Care for 
the preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Pcrſow, and con- 


Jequently of the whole Kingdem, do moſt humbly beſeech your 


 Majeſiy, 
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Majeſty, That the Queen and all ber Family, and all Papiſts 
and reputed Papiſts, be forthwith removed from your Maje- 
ſties Conrt at White-Hall. 


This being (ent up to the Lords for their Concurrence, 
after an exact Enquiry into the Evidence upon which it 
was grounded, their Lordſhips rejected it on the Fryday 
following. 

On IVedneſday the Fourth of November, The Commons 
drew up another Addreſs to his Majelty, and delired the 
Concurrence of the Lords to it, tor the Apprchending 
Diſarming and Securing all Popiſh Recuſants, and all o- 
thers who (ball or may be jultly ſuſpected Papiſts, and 
them to oblige in Recognizances with ſufficient Bail to 
keep the Peace and be of good behaviour, and in default 
thereof them to 1mprilon, and to return the Names of 
ſuch perſons with their Recognizances tov the next gene- 
ral Seſſions of the Peace for their reſpective Limits, to 
proceed thereupon according to Law: which was done 
accordingly. 

The next day five of the Members of the Houſe of 


Commons impeached each of them ſeverally one of the: 
tive Lords in the Tower : viz. 


Mr. Michael Wharton, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardor.. 

Mr. Baniſter Maynard, William Earl of Powis. 

Mr. Thzz, John Lord Bellaſts. 

Sir St FO0P How, Lf 7Uiam Vilcount Stafford. =t}TRO Lf PAPY 
Sir Philip Warwick, William Lord Peters. S 


= is [3 De 


With promiſe that they would in convenient time Ex- 
hubit to thi Lordihips the Articles of the Charge again(t 
them, 

There was alfo ſeveral Addrefles and Votes mn both 
Houtes conceining Mr, Oats , whom. his Majeſty had 
| Ordered 


To Dec, 14, 


FP 
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Ordered to be cloſely obſerved to prevent Aſſaſſination 
on one hand, and being tampered on the other. 

The Week following was ſpent by the Commons in 
preparing a Bill for the paying off and disbanding the 
Army. 

On Thurſday the 19th. of December, the fatal bulineſs 
betwixt the Earl of Darby, and the late Ambaſladour in 
France, Mr. Monntaene, then a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, came firlt upon the Carpet in the Lower 
Houſe ; his Majeſty giving them Account that he had 
Ordered the ſeizing Mr. Mountagues Papers upon Infor- 
mation, he held ſeveral private Conferences with the 
Popes Nuncio in France without any DireRions or In- 
{tructions from his Majeſty. 

To which the Houſe demurr'd, and defired to know 
whether the Information were given upon Oath, and of 
—_ Nature the Offence was that was thus complained 
of. 

But the ſaid Mr. Moxntague producing two Letters of 
the Earl of Danby's to him, when Ambaſladour in France, 
turned the Houle ſo violently againſt the Earl, That they 
reſolved forthwith to Impeach him, and accordingly ap- 
pointed a Committee to draw up Articles againſt him the 
ſame day. | | 

And fearing this Career might have been ſtopt, they 
paſſed this Reſolve, and made 1t be entred as a ſtanding 
Order. 

That Mr. Speaker ſhall not at any time Adjourn the Houſe 
without a Queſtion firſt put, if it be inſiſted upon. 

Having done little or nothing the day following, on 
Saturday they brought in Six Articles againſt him, and 
after a ſharp Conteſt Voted them all againſt him. 

Which was no ſooner done but all the Noiſe and Dil- 
courſe was turned from the Popiſh Plot and the five 
Lords in the Tower, to the Earl of Daxby ; and they 

that 
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that ſpoke moſt modeſtly ſaid, It was a haſty and unſea- 
ſonable AR, foreſeeing eaſily enough that it would break 
that Sefſion of Parliament. 

On. Monday, without taking any other Notice of a 
Meſſage from his Majeſty, but the reading ſome Letters 
ſent with it, they went oa with the Impeachment, and then 
Reſolved, 

© That an Addreſs be made to his Maj-ſty humbly to 
*dcfire his Majeſty to have a great regard to the Safety 
* and Preſervation of his Perſon. 


And then ſent up the Articles of Impeachment to the 
Lords the ſame day. 

Saturday being ſpent in debating the amendments of- 
fered by the Lords to the Bill for Disbanding the Army, 
wherein many hard things were put upon his Majeſty, the 
Army, and the Court of Exchequer, which were dige- 
ſted by his Majelty and the Lords, by reaſon of the great 
deſire he and they had to free the Nation from the Charge 
of the Army. 

On Monday the 3oth. of December, the King ſent for 
the Commons to attend him inthe Houſe of Lords, where 
he Paſſed the Bill for Disbanding the Army, and Pro- 


rogued both Houſes of Parliament tothe Fourth day of 
February following : 


The Journal of the Lords Houſe faith, the King made 
a Speech to this cfie& to both Houſes. 


: IS Majeſty ſaid, That it is with great unwilling- 
' neſs that he is cometa tell them that he intends to. 
* Prorogue them ; all of them are witneſs that he hath 
* not been uſed well, the particulars of which he will ac- 
* quaint them with at a more ſeaſonable time, in the 
* meantime he will immediately enter upon the Disband- 
*ing, of the Army, and do what he can far the good 


* of 


a 


We” 
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<of theKingdom and ſafety of Religion, that he will 
« proſecute the Diſcovery of the Plo: to find our the [n- 
c(fruments of it, and he will rake all the Care that 1s 
<in his Power to ſecures the Pror:ſtant Religion asit is 
© now Eitabliſh'd. He faid he h.d no more to fay to 
« them,but leavesit to the Lord Chancellor to Prorogue 
* them as hehad commanded him. 


Thus ended that Seſſion of Parliament after the 
Houſe of Commons had chalk'd out a way for their 
own diſſolution, which follo. <d not long after. 

The Houſe of Commons in this Seſlion were divided 
into two great Parties, which were called the Conre- 
Party and the C:onntsy- Party, almoſt equal in number, 
and all other things, but the ſmall advantage that was 
lay on the fide of the latter, and they carried every 
Vote they contended for. But inthe Houſe of Lords 
the Conntry-Party, were not conſiderable after *the Plot 
had broke their nnder-hand dealings with the Popiſh 
Lords. 

Accordingly it ſeems to me by the Journals which I 
have read with great care, the Proceedings of: theſe 
two Houſes were very different. 

The Houſe of Commons repreſented all things to the 
World with a dreadful confuſed Aſpect, which wrought 
upon the fears and apprehenſions of many People, but 
{till there happen'd to intervene ſo many ObſtruRions 
to publick bulineſs, that little progreſs was made among 
themſelves toward any proviſion for the more effectual 
ſuppreſſing of Popery, neither could thoſe excellent 
means be brought to paſs, which the Lords ſent down 
for that purpole, with meſſage after metſage, to preſs the 
minding of them. 

There was only three Bills tender'd to his Majeſty, 
which were all begun in the Lower Houſe, that for 

Diſabling 


- 
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Diſabling Papiſts to ſit in either Houſe 3 that for Raiſieg 
the Militia for ſome time, which was retuſed ; and that for 
Disbanding the Army. 

But in the Houſe of Lords the. greateft care imagi- 
nable was uſed to find out the bottom of the Plot, 
and every thing that was tendered was diligently ſearch- 
ed out, and with great Care and Prudence enquired into, 
and fit Remedies propoſed either by Addrefles or New 
Bills, and which apon'a fair underſtanding with the 
| Commons, would in a ſmall time have put an end to 
that reſtleſs Faction. ' 

His Majeſty in the interim denied nothing that was 
 Asked by both or either of the Houſes, except the 

Militia Bill; yet the World was made to believe that 
he and the Conrt-Party ſtifled the Plor, and the Conntry- 
Parties were forced to drag it forth as Hercules did Cer- 
berys with mighty Labour 1n ſpight of a valt reſiſtance. 

And it 1s very obſervable that the five Lords were not 
impeached of a long time after they were Impritoned, 
and that no Articles were tender d againſt them 1a all this 
Seflion, * 

But they Impeached the Treaſurer the ſame day he 
was Accuſed, and ſent up Arucles againſt him the 
Fifth day , which occaſton'd the laying afide all proceed- 
vgs concerning the Plot, to run down this Minitter of 
Statc, | 
\ The Disbanding of the Army allo was ſo ſudden, 
and limited to ſo ſhort a time, that his Majeſty was 
forced to ſend for the Forces out of Flanders 1n the 
depth of the Winter, by which means many of thoſe men 
that had with ſo much Courage and Bravery, to the, 
Immortal Glory of the Eveliſh Nation, beat the F:erch 
at Mons, periſhed by Sea and Land, through ticknels, 
want and cold, who might have been preſerved by being 
continued there till the Spring; to ſay nothing of the 

| Scotch 


(66) 
Scotch Rebellion; that brake out immediately upon the 
Diſſolution of that Army, which might have proved 
of - qi conſequence, had it not been timely ſup- 
reſt, | | 
, Neither would I of all the World have concerned my 
{elf about any of theſe things if they had ended here, 
but England was not ſo happy, and I ſhall think our 
condition very hard, if we may not repreſent it to the 
World. — 

Nor do I delign any thing by this, but to-put thoſe 
Gentlemen who are tzanſported by the 'Noiſe and Arts 
of a FaQtion to a@ beyond their Intentions, upon re- 
Hecting upon what is paſt, that they may be forewarned 
how they follow them into further miſchicts. , 

The Journal Books of both the Houſes. being: Prin- 
ted, I refer the Reader to them for what I have not ex- 
preſſed, and for what I have; forI may be miſtaken in 
ſome particulars, tho I have taken all the care I can to pre- 
ventit. AndI amnot willing to ſwell this Diſcourle into 
a volume, which I intend but for an Efſay or Taſt of 
what may be ſaid. Ek. 

The 24th. of January following, his Majeſty Diflolved. 
this long Loyal Parliament by Proclamation. | 
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gA_HE kind reception the former Part 
| of this Diſcourſe found in the World 
hath drawn forth this Second,which 
had otherwiſe expired in 4s much 
Decreſie as it Was Written. Nor 
am 1 concern'd for the future fate 


of either of them. 

But if Imight be ſo happy as to diſcover the Errors 
of- thoſe courſes which have brought theſe three Po- 
tent Kingdoms, and thus moſt Excellent Church into 
a diſ-efteem abroad, and great danger at home, and 
ſo might contribute im the leaſt to the prevention 
of thoſe Miſchiefs that in time may hazzard the Ru- 
ine of them, T ſhould then account my ſelf bleſſed, and 
my undertaking proſperous what ever effe it might 
happen to have upon my private Fortunes. 

Next the Preſervation of the publick Peace of any 
People , the Advancing Trade and Commerce , 
and the Effe&ts,of theſe, Wealth and Power ; Reputa- 
tion and the-Conveniences of humane Life, are chiefly 


'vbe reguarded ; and if I can ſhewthat the. contrary 
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of all theſe will attend the proceeding any further in 
our late Methods, I ſhall not queſtion, but dll that 


have any kindneſs for themſelves will ſee that it is 
their Intereſt to deſert them. 


Commerce and Trade ſpring Naturally from Peace 
and Setled Governments ; and are cheriſhed and pre- 


ſerv'd by 'the mutual Truſt and Confidence, Love 


and Kindneſs which -Men have im, and to each other ; 


and where theſe fail, there is a ſtop, and ſometimes a 
tatal ruine of the former. 


A very geny reflefion on the Inconveniences that 


do attend a War of any Kind, will ſatisfie a perſon 
of mean Capacity, That Trade will ſtand till when 
the Sword is in Motion, for Men will. not care to 
venture their Eſlates or * Perſons abroad, when the 
may juſtly expect to fall nito the Hands of Soldiers, 
who purchaſe the richeſt Commodities with w_ 
Swords and pay off the Traders with ready Blows 
inſtead "of Mony. 


The ſame Effect thouzh % viſt bly, muſt attend 


any Government that reels aid ſtaggers, and ſeems 
every aay likely (by violence) to be changed into anc+ 
ther ; for who would imploy his Time, Stock, and 
Thoughts, to encreaſe that Wealth, which Stranger, 


and it may be his Mortal Enemy, 1 may ravijh fr 07 


pum m a moment, after many years toyl and labour 
to acjtere Ut * 
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Beſides, it is not unuſual for Merchants (wbo are 
quick ſighted) when they perceive a Storm to hang 
over any People, to take Care betimes to lodge their 
Fortunes, or a conſtderable part of them, in places 
that are better ſecur'd; the Conſequence of which 
is, that not only what was imported waſted, but 
much that might have been brought im i diverted, 
and the Neighbour Nations are by that means En- 
riched, whilſt the Miſerable People languiſh and 
feel one of the worſt Effefts of War, Want, even 
in the time of a ſuſpicious Unſetled Peace. 

But this (though bad enough) is not all, tbe riche/} 
Men in ſuch Countries, who have any Conſiderable 
quantities of Treaſure will be likely too, to ſecure-as 
much as they can well ſpare abroad ; not knowing how 
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ſoon that which they have by them may fall into other 


Hands, who will give them but ſmall thanks for it-; 
and it may be, deſtroy them as they do Bees towards 
Winter,that they may rifle the Hive with the zreater 
Security. Thus will much more be Exported that 
might bettex have been Kept at Home,and the Wealth 
of the Nation be inſenſibly Waſted. 

And without either of theſe, the diſtruſts and fears 
of men amon?/t themſelves will leſſen their Induſtry, 
and make them court even Poverty it [elf when it pro- 
miſeth more Security than an Invidious Fortune. 


But if. this Efe&t be. 1i0t uſual, eſpecially when 
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Dangers are at a diſtance; yet T ſuppoſe few men 
are ſo ignorant as not to have obſerved, that ſome ſha- 
ken Governments have endeavoured to ſecure them- 
ſelves by the Poverty of their People, who are com- 
winly eaſieſt Govern'd, when like a Ship they are not 
over-loaden with the weight of too much Wealth _ and 
this muſt of neceſſity have a miſchievous Effeft upon 
any People, when their Governours contrive their Im. 
poveriſhment, and promote it in ſuch ways, that they 
ſhall feel the Effe&,and yet never ſee the Cauſe ; it is 
true, we have had nothing of this yet, but who knows 
how ſoon we may, if we go on ſtill to provoke it. 

I wiſh I could as truly ſay, that the Trade and 
Commerce of theſe Countries have not deſignedly been 


_ diminiſhed and impaired by them who are oppoſite to 
the Eſtabliſht Government, with intention to render 


it uneaſie and hated, and the People diſcontented and 
unzovernable : but the truth is, there have many 
things been done of late years, or omitted When they 
might have been done, which I believe no Mortal c 1: 
give any ſound reaſon for, if this weye not at the 
bottom ; and this bath, and will have the ſame T1. 
ence upon us, as if thoſe that are properly called oc 
Governours had done it, * | 

But not to drive this any further, It is « kn9v;; 
Method of promoting broyls in Governments, to ſtop 


the Supplies that ſhould preſerve and maintain then: , 
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and then if a People be really very rich, yet if the 
Government that ſhould preſerve their Wealth be ſo 
poor 45 not. to be able to protect them, the People have 
been always in danger, and ſomctimes aCtually ruin d. 
Thus was Charles the Martyr brought to yield fo 
much , that at laſt he was forc'd to defend the reſt, 
and himſelf with his Sword ; Which beſides all the 
Blood ſhed, occafioned the Expence of a vaſt Trea- 
ſure ; and went very near to the rume of theſe Three 
Nations. T ſhall not need to determine how far this 
Conrfe hath been of late purſwd ; but T fay it tends 
to the ruine of our Trade and Commerce, by the ſame 
degrees as it makes 'our Government Weak and con- 
temptible nm the World. 
When the dangers to any Government have arifen 
from Contending Parties or Fattions within it felf, 
nothing is more uſual then for thoſe Parties to en- 
deavour- the tmpoveriſhing of each other by inter- 
repting, diverting, and hindring each others Trades ; 
and refuſing each to other the Aid and Aſſeſtance that 
i abſolntely neceſſary for the promoting them , and 
that this is every day done among 1s, 1s to0 apparent to 
| be denyed; and the Effetts this hath upon the whole 
Trade of the Nation are ſuch, as no man can pe- 
netrate to the bottom of them, or tell where the Miſ- 
chief will end. | 
That 1 may make theſe general Refleftions more 


uſeful 
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uſeful to my Country.-men, I will take a. ſhort view 


of the ſtate of the Trade of England, ſince the be. 
ginning of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth of Bleſ- 


fed Memory. 


The State of England was then very low, and its 


| Condition Deplorable, when God brought that Excel.- 


* Cognatio- 
RE. 


lent Prince from the Miſeries of a Priſon to Sup. 


port and Reſtore it ; T cannot poſſubly better repre- 
fent this than in the Words of Camden : * The State 


© of England .was moſt miſerable at that time , as 
* being involved in a War with Scotland on the one 
© fide, and France on the other ; oppreſſed with the 
* Debts which Henry the Eighth, and Edward the 
* Sixth had Contratted ; the Exchequer was Exhau- 
<ſted-; Calis and the County of Oyen, and in them 
© 4 great Magazine were loſt to the diſhonour of the 
"Engliſh-Name ; and the People were divided in 
* their Opinions, concerning Religion. 'The Queen had 
© 0 Potent Friends, nor was fortified with the * Al- 
* liance (or Kindred) of any Foreign Printes. The 
Trade of . England muſt of neceſſity be very ſmall 
when the Nation was thus Near ruine. 


But when the Queen had once ſetled the buſineſs of 


Religion ; and afterwards had taken care to preſerve 


it from Foreign Violence | by Repairing ber Navy 


Rozal, ſo that it was far Superiour to- any other ; 
Which gaye her Reputation at home : and Fame 
| abroad ; 
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abroad ; and alſo from the Attempts of the Papiſts 
and Dilenters by ſevere Laws , conſtantly put in Ex. 
ecution, and bad thereby Won the Afﬀe&tions of ber 
People, and ſtilled their Fears : "They bemg ſecurd 
thus at home, began to ſearch all the corners of the 
World for Trade, and ſent forth their Fleets to the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, to Mulcovy, (by the Bay of 
Sc. Nicholas by them Diſcover'd, ) and Green- 
Land, and indeed, whether not ? Whence they re. 
turned with Honour and Wealth, and made her and 
themſelves Happy. | a 

One thing that gave a great Advantage to the 
Trade, and conſequently to the Wealth of England, 
in her time, Was the Devaſtations which the ſeveri- 
ty of the Duke de Alva, and the Wars of Flan- 
ders thereby occaſion'd, cauſed in thoſe Countries ; 
by which means We gained ſome Addition to our Peo- 
ple, the knowledge of ſome Manufa&tures, which we 
had not before; and alſo a vaſt ſtock of Mony and 
Treaſure, which altogether had like to have totally 
rum'd the Spaniſh Netherlands ; bat however this 
concurring with the reſt, belped to advance England 
to that beight of Wealth,and Reputation in the World, 
that it was in her days the Bulwark of Chriſtendom, 
and without any conſiderable forrem Aſſiſtance hum- 
bled and brought down the Houle of Auſtria, which 


then aimed at an Univerſal Monarchy. 
” B But 
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But then it cannot be denyed, that together with 
theſe Low-Countrymen, Fafions and Common- 
Weath Principles entred England : And although 
the ſeverity of that Queen, and the great Aﬀettion 
and Veneration the People had for her, added to her 
Conſtancy, whoſe Motto was Semper eadem, Al- 
Ways the fame, kept them both under, ſo as they 
were never able to give her any conſiderable diſtur- 
bance ; yet they grew and encreaſed, and in the Reizn 
of her Succeſſor tug ged ſtoutly in the Houſe of Com- 
mons for the Vi&ory with the Court Party, as they 
then ſttled all that flood ta the Crown, and kept King 
James at Bay, and deſtitute of thoſe Supplies that 
were neceſſary to. preſerve the Grandeur of the Crown, 
and the Reputation of England ; and forced him to 


. ſpend Seven Nears of hu Reign without calling any 


Parliaments ; and the laſt be called, which was in his 
One and T wentieth Year, involved bim in War, And 
the next, baſely Betray'd his Son, who ſucceeded pre. 
ſently after, to.the Neceſſity of clapping up aDifho- 
nourable Peace for want of Means to carry on a War. 

When King James came tothe Crown, the Diſſen- 
ters of England expeFted a-mighty advantage by it, 
becauſe Scotland bad been always Presbyterian 
( from whence he cams ) during his time, and they 
hoped his Education might have ſtrongly influenced him 
to favour them, above the Religion Eſtabliſhed ; and 


upon 
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rpon this intuition, they procured the Conference at Jan. 14; 
Hampton Court : but alaſs, they had ſo baſely and 1593+ 
Traiterouſly uſed him iz Scotland, and be was a 
Prince of that great Learninz and Prudence, that 
when they defired a kind of Presbyterie to be Setled 
here ; He replyed, © If you aim at a Scotch Presby- x,n. c. H. 
* terie, it agreeth with Monarchy as God and the L. 10-p- 15 
* Devil ; then Jack and Tom, and Will and Dick 
© ſhall meet and Cenſure me and my Council, Therefore 
© Treiterate my former Speech, Le Roy S” aviſera 
* ( the King will be adviſed; ) ſtay T pray for one Se- 
* ven Nears before you demand it, and then if you find 
me grow purſie and fat, 1 may perchance bearken 
unto you, for that Government will keep me in breath, 
and give me work enough. And in the next Pa-. 
ragraph, be tells them, * That be had learned by the 
© Example of his Mother, and their dealings with him 
* in bis Minority, this Maxime, NO BISHOP, 
*NO KING. So they totally failed of their ex- 
pefled advantage, and were kept under, though with a 
gentle band, in all his time. - 
But when hu Son Succeeded, and in his Parlia.. 
ments found how ſtrong theſe Faftions were, who had 
in a great meaſure prevailed upon the Free-men,and 
Free-holders of the Nation, to ſend up thither great 
Numbers of good Common-wealth-men, as they then 
ſtiled them ; that is, Faftious, Ambitious, Diſloyal 
B 2 Perſons 
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Perſons, that bated the Religion and Monarchy by Law 
Eſtabliſhed ; and when he ſaw theſe made it their bu- 
ſeneſs to encreaſe the neceſſities of the Crown, and 
then denyed juſt and neceſſary ſupplies, but upon 
ſuch terms as would have ruined him ; and when he 
alſo perceived that one great deſign of theirs was to 
render him and bis. Government odious , by clamo- 
ring eternally againſt his Condu&# and Miniſters of 
State. He then ſaw there was an abſolute neceſſity 
of a more effettual and vigorous Execution of the” 

Laws againſt them. 
Roger Cokes. Hereupon theſe godly men grew impatient, 
_— and one part of them inthe years 1636, 37, 
part.z.p.:13. and 3$, fled over into Holland, and planted 
themſelves at Leyden, Alkmare, and other places, 
_—-where they inſtructed theDutch in our Woollen 
" Manufactures of Norfolk and S*ffolk ;and I have 
heard ( faith my Author who isa credible 
perſep) Sir Charles Harbord (a perſon of great 
Wiſdom and Inſight in Forreign as well as the 
[ntereſt of this Nation) ſay, That if all the 
Biſhopricks of England were (old, and given to 
the Nation, it would not near compenſate the 
loſs the Nation ſuſtained thereby. And page 
32 of the ſame diſcourſe be informs 4s, That 
in the time of our late Wars the Dutch,by the 
means of theſe Manufactures, got from the 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh' the Eaſt-land Trade, the Company of 


which heretofore was above all others the 
moſt flouriſhing, and by Queen Elizabeth, 
King Fames, and King Charles the Firſt was 
cermed the -Royal Company ; for it ſupplied 
Muſcovy, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and Lifeland, 
with our Woollen Manufa&tures, and made 
very advantagious Returns by Treaſure 
( eſpecially Hungaria Duckets) andthe Com- 
modities of thoſe Countries, into Fngland. 
This Trade till King Charles his Reign, the 
Engliſh ſolely injoyed. About the beginning 
of King Charles his Reign, the Dutch began to 
be Interlopers rather than "Traders with the 
Engliſh in it, but in the time of the Wars, by 
the aforeſaid means, the Dutch allmoſt totally 
excluded the Engliſh. We may obſerve how much 
the Trade of the Nation in general ſuffered by all 
this and eſpecially that of Nortolk,Suffolk,andEſlex, 
of which the ſaid Author gives an inſtance,pag. 3 3.and 
from thence we may conclude how far the Trade of the 
Nation bath been, and conſequently may again be, im- 
paired byFattions if they be encouragedſtill among ſt us. 
I ought not to paſs over in filence,that my laſt quo- 
ted Author, Aſcribes this to the ſevere injunCions 
of Eceleſiaſtical diſcipline, which theſe Zealous people 
wonld not indure. And I know that many have uſed 
. x this 
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this as an Argument againſt Perſecution, and for a 
Toleration, Comprehenſton,or ( as the new Name is) 
an Union. But 1 reply, if there were no Fattions 
there could be no Perſecution, as they ſtile it, nor any 


ſuch dammage of eur Trade and Commerce. Secondly, 


that they were not thus perſecuted till they bad pro- 
voked that King to the uttermoſt, by rendring all 
Parliaments dangerous to the Crown, and brought 
things into tbat State,that neither the Monarchy nor 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed could be any longer preſerved 
without that ſeverity.$o we may ſee if they be treated 


gently they grow Numerous, and endeavour to ſubvert 


the Government; if they be dealt ſeverely with they 


over into forreign Countries and deſtroy our Trade ; 


ſo that both waies our ruine is almost aſſured by them, 


and tuerefore ſhould be no more incouraged than 
Pyrates and the common enemies of Mankind. 

But to g0 on: Another part of theſe people had before 
Planted themſelves m New England in the Welt 
Indies, where they have fmce grown Numerous and 
Rich, and have abundantly praiſed that ſeverity 
upon others who have diſſented from them, which they 
clamoured againſt, and called perſecution, when it was 
uſed with more reaſon againſt themſelves. 

The Dutch being much exalted by the peace they 


had made with Spain, whereby they were owned and. 


acknowledged for a free and independent State by their 
=» old 
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old Sovereign, and having acquired a vaſt Treaſure 

by their Trade over all the World, and by redeeming 

the places which were put into Queen Elizabeths 

hands for ſecurity of repayment of the Expence ſhe 

was at to protect their feeble infant State, out of the 

Hands of King James ; baving fo cut off their 

former obligations of reſpe& to the Crown of Eng- 

land, and laſtly being grown ſtrongin Shipping, and 

knowing very Well upen what ill terms King James 

and' King Charles the Martyr ſtood with their Par. 

liaments ; fell to plat the intire deſtruftion of the 

Engliſh Trade and Navigation ; and in Order to 

this, fell to endeavour the ruine of the Engliſh wis Maje-? 
Fiſhery upon our own proper Seas. They had for- Ries propri- 
merly never Fiſhed till they had begged leave of the uo! Hoang yo 
King or of his Governour of Scarborough-Caſtle, the Brittiſh 
this was now thought beneath the Magnificence of the **- P- 26. 
Hogan Mogans, and therefore they refuſed it : 1b. pag. 2g. 
They had formerly been limited by our Kings, both for 3% 55: 

the number of the Veſſels they ſhould Fiſh with and 

the time. Now they were reſolved to be their own 

Carvers, and in order to that, denyed the Engliſh the 

Soveraig nty of the Britiſh Seas, © And as if all this 

* had not been enough, grew nearer and nearer upon 

*the Engliſh Shores, year by year,than they did in 
*preceding times , Without leaving any bounds for the 1. p:6: - 

* Country people and Natives to Fiſh upon their 


© Princes 
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* Princes Coaſts, and oppreſſed ſome of bis Sub- 
* jefts with intent to continue their pretended poſſeſſion ; 
© and had driver ſome of their great Veſſells, through 
* their Netts, to deter others by fear of the like Vio- 
© lence from Fiſhing near them, &Cc. as Secretary 
Nanton, January 21.'1618. acquaints the Loyd 
Ambaſſador Carlton : And to juſtify all this they 
ſent out Men of War with their Fiſhermen to maintain 
that by force , which they might have bad of Cour- 
tefie for the asking. Toprevent theſe diſorders of the 
Dutch, King James Publiſhed a Proclamation 
in the ſeventh year of his Reign, to afſert his Right, 
and exclude all Perſons from Fiſhing upon our Seas, 
without particular Licenſe ; but they neither valued 
this nor his Remonſtrances by his Ambaſſadors, nor 


.the like Proclamation made in the twelfth year of his 


Sons Reign, but went on by all the Crafts and Vio- 
lences imaginable to ruine our Fiſhery ; to ſubvert the 


Right and Soveraignty the Kings of England have 
ever bal to the Narrow Seas. And all thts only upon 


W preſumption that thoſe Princes would never be able 


The Reign 


of King Ch. 
fol, London, 
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to call them to an account by a War for all theſe 
Injuries. 

And in the year 163g, they fell upon a Fleet of 
Spaniards in our Ports and Harbours with Canon 
and Fire-ſhips, ſo furiouſly,as made them all cut their 
Cables, and being 53 in Number, 2.3 ran on ſhore, 

and 


The Author to the Reader. 


and ſtranded in the Downs, whereof Three were 
burnt, T'wo-ſunk, and Two periſhed on the Shoar ; 
the remainder of the: Twenty three being deſerted by 
the Spaniards, who went to. Land, were Manned by 
the Engliſh to ſave them from the Dutch ; and the 
other Thirty Ships put to Sea, of which only Ten 
eſcaped ; thus far for the Narrative m ſhort, 4nd 
now be pleaſed to read the Opinion of the Hiſtorian 


#þ0n this. 


© Theſe 'T'wo Potent Enemies, being both Friends 76ia-p. 165. 


* to England, the Britiſh Seas ought by rule of 
© State to have been an Harbour of Retreat to ſecure 
* the Weaker from the Stronger , not the Scene of 
* ther Hoſtile Ingagement, and had this preſumptuous 
* Attempt of the Hollander met with a King, or in 
© times of another temper, it would not it's like, have 
* been ſo filently connived at, and their Viftory might 
* have coſt them the loſs of Englands Correſpondence, 
* &c. beſides the King, the Dutch well knew ws 
© of a Genius, as not querulous, ſo if provoked very 
* placable , and the Diſpolition of his Affairs, as 
© well as of his Mind, diſſwadedfrom expoſtulating 
* the Matter with\them. To that height of injuſtice and 
inſolence were the Dutch then grown, by the Diviſions 
of England, and the ill underſtanding betwixt the 


King and bis Subjefis. This unfortunate Prince | 


bad made many brave Attempts before. for the Honour 
| and 
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and Safety of the Engliſh Nation without any good 
ſucceſs, for want of ſuch Effeftual Supplies from hs 
Parliaments as might enable him to 20 through with 
them ; and he had taken up a generous Reſolution to 
encreaſe the Navy Royal to a greatneſs proportionable 
to the Dutch, and other neighbour Nations, who were 
now ſtriving for the Maſtery of the Seas by out-build- 
ing each ether. He got nothing from the Commons in 
Parliament that was conſiderable, but with great 
difficulty, and accompanied with Remonſtrances, Im- 
peachments of the Chief Miniſters , complaints of 
Grievances, and lowd Clamours of pretended fears 
and jealonſies of Popery, Arminianiſm, Innovations 
in matters of Religion ; and as faſt as this Prince 
gratified them in one thing , they ſtarted another 
Game, boping at laſt to ruine this Excellent Prince 
by his own Conceſſsons, as at length they did ; for 
theſe ſober Proteſtants were reſolved never to leave 
asking, till they bad brought their King to be their 
Equal firſt ; and at laſt, under them. This proce- 
dure did in part diſcover the Deſign, and neceſſuta- 
ted bim-to ſtretch his Prerogative to find ſome: ſmall 
Relief for his urgent and preſſmg Neceſſuties ; 
by Monopolies, Knight.-mony, Loans upon Privy 
Seals, and at laſt Ship-money ; great parts of whicb 
Moneys were employed upon the Building Ships for 


the encreaſe of the Royal Navy : whith he did to 


that © 
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that height, that it was ſo Invincible ta any Humane 
Power, that though Sir. William Batten in 1648. 
carried a very Conſiderable part of it to his Now Ma. 
jeſty, yet the remainder of it with a ſmall Addition 
beat the Dutch for all their many years Preparations. 
Yet firſt, all thoſe that ſ1gnalized' themſelves by oppo- 
ſing the King in theſe Levies moſt, were choſen into 
the following Parliaments, as the beſt Patriots and 
Common-wealth-men, and theſe again made it their 
buſineſs in Parliament by joyning with the Rebellious 
Scots to involve us in that accurſed War Which en- 
dangered not only the ruine of our Government and 
Trade, but our very Being. | 

Tn the beginning of that War, the Parliament-ſide 
went down, and in likelibood the King and his Party 
had finally prevailed, if the Scots had not broke out 
again upon the ſolicitation of- the Engliſh Parlia- * Page 12. 
ment , Without the leaſt cauſe given them by the King, $19. Of 


; Rs the Relati- 
And during this time, and afterwards too, % Walker ons and Ob- 


{ervations 
upon the Parliament, begun in 1640. pag. 143. Sed. 5. And in the Remon- 
trance of many T houſands in and about the City of London; dated Mar. 22. 
1648. to the Army, is this Paſſage. Then'ſhall thofe faithful Perſons who 
hazarded all for the Parliament, and many ofthem lent more than their whole 
Eſtates, and now live in Priſon, nay ſtarve for want of it, not be put to devour 
Cathedrals,and ranfack the Monuments of the Dead, but be honeſtly paid with 
thanks and requitals ; then ſhall not the Publick Faith be out pawned, and ſo 
little care taken to Redeem it, whilſt Millions of Treaſure have been convey 
ed beyond the Seas. Pag. 3. I ſuppole this was not-all- private Treaſures, 
though the loſs is the ſame to the Nation, if it were 1o. 
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xviii The Author to the Reader. 
in his Hiſtory of Presbytery and Independency 


hath acquainted. us ; That many of the Parliament 
Grandees, who beſides thety own Wealth Which was 
great, bad drawn in moſt of the Treaſure and Plate 
of the Nation, on ſpecious pretences and the Pub- 
lick Faith, ſent huge ſums over to the Banks in 
Holland and the Weſtern Plantations, that im 


caſe the King ſhould finally prevail, theymight have 
a place of Retreat, where they might enjoy the Blood 
and Tears of the. poor deluded People in ſafety and 
ſecurity. 
But this was not all, during this War the Engliſh 
Trade both at home and abroad was almoſt totally 
Ruin'd, many Thouſands of Tradeſmen were either 
Undone, or Killed and Deſtroyed, or forced to ſeek 
quieter Habitations beyond the Seas ; above one half 
of the Nation (the Welt and the North) were al- 
moſt totally ruined and depopulated by the War ; and 
the other half by exceſſive Taxes, Exciſe, Sequeſtra- 
| tions, &c. by all which ways T have ſeen an Account 
agg i Printed, That there was about Forty Millions of 
ment, begun Money ColleFted and Spent within the ſpace of a few 
0000: . years by that Parliament fide only, not one farthing 
ect. 1.;. | 
' of which turned to any account to the Nation. But 
in the interim, the wiſe Dutch drive on the Trade 
of almoſt the whole World, and only furniſhed the 
King with Armes and Ammunition for the Jewels of 


the 
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the Crown ; and dealt with the Parliament for Tim-The laſt ci- 
ber, which they fold of the Crown-Lands, Church. ted Remon- 
Lands, and the Sequeſtred Eſtates of the Gentr -y and pp Bo 
Nobility ; ; Which Timber the Dutch wiſely employed p. 4 
in Building Ships to ruine the prevailing fide when 
the War was done, and then they did not queſtion but 
to be the Soveraigns of the Ocean, and of all the 
Trade and Commerce that i exer ciſed on it ; and 
to ſpeak the truth, they bad then ſome reaſon to bope it 
might have happened ſo: For if England had once 
been brought under, no other State could have d ſpu- 
ted the point with them ; and England was then 
preparing it ſelf for ruine, by giving the Hollan- 
ders more advantages than their Modeſty could have 
Wiſhed for. 

And the Dutch were ſo confident, that the $ ucceſs 
would anſwer their ExpeFations; that they grew im- 
patient to have Poſſeſſron of their almoſt aſſured 
Maſtery : and before our Internal Broyls were over, 
and the Nation ſetled any way, in the Year 1652. 
ſet upon our Fleet in the Downs, and if the Ad- 
vantage of almoſt two to one, and an unexpefted 
Aſſault, had not been over -ruled by the Providence 
of God, and the unparallell'd Valour of the Engliſh, 
they bad certainly deſtroyed them, as they F the 
Spaniſh Fleet in the ſame place about Ten Years be- 
fore ; and although the Engliſh fortwne and Cou- 


rage 
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rage prevailed then, and in the whole Courſe of that 
War, and brought down "the Craft, Treachery and 
Pride of the Hoſlanders ; yet was th? whole Glory 
of theſe Vi&tories ,in which the Rump boaſted ſomuch, 
( next Gods Mercy to theſe poor Nations ) owing ſole. 
ly to the Providence of that Prince they had but a 
little before ſo baſely Murdered as an Enemy to God 
and his People, and then ſtiled the Tyrant: As 
Mr. Coke hath wcll obſerved im his Preface to tle 


fourth Treatiſe, Of the Improvement of England , 


To which excellent Diſcourſes I refer my K eader. 
All that 1 ſhall infer from hence, is, that 1 \ope the 
Nation will never run the ſame hazard of loſing all 
their Foreign Trade agam , by ſiding with fatti- 
ous Men againſt the Monarchy. 

The Rump having beaten the Dutch, found a 
more dangerous Enemy at home, and being generally 
now hated by the People, were Without any difficulty 
turned out by Oliver Cromwel their Hypocruical 
Servant ; who to ſecure himſelf in his ill gottenPoſſeſſe- 
on of the Government, made an unſetled and d:ſho-- 
nourable Peace with the Dutch. Which they im- 
ployed in Building much larger and more Men of 
War than they had before, to prevent the Ruine of 
their States by another Engliſh War ; which coald 
not be concealed from Oliver, who likewiſe encreaſed 
the Engliſh Fleet with many wore, and conſtdera- 

| ble 
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ble Men of War : as the laſt Cited Author tells us. 

' 4s O.C. loft the Engliſh the Advantage 
of their Naval Viftories by that Peace he made 
With the Dutch , which left the Engliſh nothing 
but a little unprofitable Glory, and the blows they had 
received from the Hollanders, whilſt it gave them 
opportunity to grow rich, and prepare for another At- 
tempt : So onr Tyrant fell ſoon after into another 
extravagance ; be had always an Enthuſiaſtick Con- 
ceit that God had raiſed him up to pull down the Whore 
of Babylon, the Man of Sin, the Antichriſtian Pope 
of Rome ; and this led him into a War with Spain, 
believing that Prince to be the only Bullwark of the 
Papacy : and his Attempts upon the Iſlands in the 


XR1 


Weſt Indies, and the Plate Fleets belonging to,...... 
Spain, not having that. ſucceſs he deſired by reaſon of ._ 


their diſtance, or perhaps being out-witted by the 
French Miniſters, he fell in the next place (in Con- 
junftion with France) upon the Spaniards im Flan- 
ders; #m which War, Dunkirk was taken, and cun- 
ningly Surrenared to Oliver by the French, im hopes 
to encourage onr filly Upſtart to go on and help them 
to Conquer the reſt : but two fatal miſchiefs attended 
this, The firſt was, that our Spaniſh Trade, which 
was one of the beſt and moſt profitable the Engliſh 
then bad left, was interrupted and in danger to be to- 
tally loſt as all the Faſtern Traffick was rendred 


very 
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very unſecure by the Oltenders. The Second was, 
That the Ballance of Chriltendom was- broken, 
and the French Intereſt brought to that height, as 
to over-power all the Neighbouring Princes, and in 


ſome ſort, to Compel Hu Majeſty before he was well 


felled after his Reſtitution to reſel them Dunkirk. 


But theſe things were above the Politicks of our Oli- 
ver, pho was a better Souldier than a Stateſman. 
How the Domeſtick Trade of England was like- 
ly to flouriſh in this Mans time,may be eaſily conjefFu- 
red by any man that Will but refie& on the Vaſt Taxes 
were then Arbitrarily raiſed without Parliaments ; 
and the Standing Armies that were then Rept on Foot, 
only becauſe he durſt not Disband them, who had no 


. other Title than the Sword had given him ; and when 


God called him m the Year, 1658. to give an ac- 
count for all the Villanies be had perpetrated with 
ſo much Treachery, Perjury and Impiety ; neither þis 
Son Richard who Succeeded him, nor any of thoſe 
various Governments, which within the ſpace of Two 
Years followed, were able to Eſtabliſh themſelves ; ſo 
that during that time, there was nothmg but Treache- 
ry, Rapine, Confuſton, and Diſftruſt to be found m 
the Engliſh Nation : and it was only Gods infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs which reſcued us and our Trade 


from total Ruine, by the peaceable Reſtitution of our 


Now moſt gracious Sgveraten. 


When 
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When Fis Majeſty returned, be brought nothing 
over with him but a Vaſt Debt, contraFed in his Exs- 
le to preſerve him, and his, in a mean Condition from 
ſtarving ; and he found nothing here at home but an 
empty Exchequer ; a People exhauſted with Twenty 
Years War and Miſery ; all bis Pallaces disfurniſhed, 
hs Magazines rifled, his Armory waſted, his Am. 
munition ſpent or imbezzel'd, and the remainder of 
the Army Which had great Arrears due to them, to be 
Disbanded and Paid off. All theſe things cail'd for 
large Supplies, and they were as Loyally and freely 
granted by our Parliaments, as Generouſly imployed 
by His Majeſty to theſe uſes. 

But then theſe Good- Common-Wealth.-men who 
had Taxed and Plundered the Nation without mey- 
cy for twenty years before, all on a ſuddain turned ten- 
der hearted, and begun to bemoan the good Peoples 
hardſhips in the payment of ſuch Sums as their own 
Villanies and Treaſons had made neceſſary : and not 
contented with this, encited the Dutch by large Pro- AT 
miſes of Aſſiſtance to enter another War with us, Compoſiti, 
which (though we prevailed) bad fatal Conſequences, 
the” Plague. falling in with it, and a great part of Bedlage gy 
the City of London bemg Burnt at the ſame time i Col 


» for the Burn- 


which Fire is ſaid to havg been began by ſome of ing of Lon- 


theſe godly Male-Contents, ( on.purpoſe without doubt yoo kB. 


to promote Trade ; ) though the whole blame is now Nar. Arti. | 
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laid upon the Jeſuits, who might poſſebly put the 
Fifth Monarchy-men upon it : and hath been ſince 
awned, | 

1 Conſider, That T am Writing @ Preface to a 
fmall Book, and therefore endeavour to be ſhort ; and 
far ought I know, may be dark : but if all this be re. 
flefted on, as it onght, it will be a wonder not that 
aur Trade is ſo little, but that it is not totally Ruin'd. 

But then my dear Countrymen, may not Heaven 
and Earth ftand amazed' at our Stupidity and folly, 
if we ſhall ſtull go on ſtubbornly in thoſe Very Ways 
which me have found ſo deſtruttive to u5 : but there is 
a greater wonder in it yet ; we ſtabb and wound 
our own Vitals (our Trade and Commerce, ): and at 
the ſame time, pretend we are horribly afraid others 


ſhould rum us many years hence;we careſs and cheriſh: 


theſe very Men and Faftions, that once before Impo- 
verifhed us. ts almoſt Beggery , we are hardat Work. 
to-ruine that Government, by making it odious tothe 
People, under which England hath flouriſhed in 
Wealth and Power, in. Reputation and Peace at home 
and abroad ſo many Ages, and: to ſet up one in:the 
ſtead of it, which Within the memory of Man, ſo 
narrowly miſſed. of Ruining us. forever. Do. you 
think another domeſtick War will encreaſe the Wealth, 
or Trade, or Navigation,or Reputation of England. 
Conſider your Sea-coaſt Towns, from Dover to 
Barwick, 
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Barwick, and obſerve how many of them are falling 
down, or 'empty of Inhabitants, or poſſeſt by Men 
that are able to drive no Trades : Conſider the Fiſhery 
of all forts conſider the falls of your Rents and Farms; 
and when you have thought ſeriouſly of them, think 
once more whether the pretended fears of Popety 
and Arbitrary Government ought ſo to poſſeſs 
you, and to keep you intirely from reflefting on what 
doth more immediatly concern yqgu, and which if but a 
little longer Negle&ted, will end if not in Popery, 
in Beggery ; + not in Arbitrary Government, 
in Anarchy, War, and Confuſion. 

But though Men may Conſider theſe © things as 
much , or as little as they pleaſe, yet Tcrave the Li. 
berty to Conclude upon the whole, That whoever pro- 
motes Fattions in Church or State, ts an Enemy to 
' Trade and Commerce, and that when ever the Govern- 
- ment of this, or any other Country is indangered, the 
Traffick of that place will ſuffer proportionably ; ſo 
that let them pretend what they will to the contrary, 
they that promote our preſent Diſturbances are as great 
Enemies to the Free-men and Free-holders of the Na- 
tion, and all that are any way concerned in Trade, 4s 
they are either to the Crownor the Church. 
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ADDRESS 
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FrEE-MEN and FREE-HOLDERS 
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NATION 


og) aERIS Majeſty had no ſooner declared 
1 [4 the Long Loyal Parliament Diſſol- 
JIE ved, and by His Royal Writ, Com- 
iy manded another to be choſen, to 
N meet the Sixth of March following, 
& | but the Subjeds in every place be- 
£ came divided amongſt themſelves, 
and there being men,not only of diffe- 
rext, but of oppoſite Intereſts offered to the People ; 
the choice was rendred very difficult and uncertaia,bur 
the Oppoſition, Feuds and-Paſſions of the Contend- 

ing Parties was apparent and certain enough. 
The Diflenters 1n the interim, who had with much 
1wpatience expected this day of Deliverance from this 
terrible Parliament, and had ſought the Diffolution of 
it ſo many Years, by all thoſe Arts I have deſcribed No 
the 


(2) 
the former Part now began to lift up their heads, ex- 
pecting to have another tugg for the Day, and having 
before wrought upon the meaneſt but moſt Nume- 
rous part of the Free-men and Free-holdcrs, and the 
weakeſt of the Cooper, by jading their Ezrs with te- 


dious canting Diſcourtes againſt Humane i:ſtitutions, 
Perſecuting Gods People, and Arbritzsry Govern- 
ment ; and now of late, with Tragtcal Repreſentations 
of the Popiſh Plot, Maſlacres, Popery, 2nd Superſtiti- 
on ; flew from thygir fallen retirements, and Riding 
Night and Day about the Villages,and trudging about 
the Cormorntiagy es thafe they found willing, and 
perſwaded, intreated, and ſometimes hired thole they 
found leſs diſpoſed: to: joyn with them, and by the 
choice of a ſober Proteſtant Parliament, (as they pre- 
tend) to deliverche Wation from Po and Arbttra- 
ry ay a uo were good Words, but had a 
Knaviſh fignification In theif Senſe, and if any Man 
ſmelt ir out, and told them truly, they were neither 
for Popery.naQr Arbitrary Governwent, nor yet for Pu- 
ritaniſve. and 2. Common-wredlth , they ran him down 
with noiſe, or traduced him behind his back to their 
Negiours as 2 Papiff in Maſquerade, and a Man of 
Arbitrary Principles. | 
But if a Man had but chanced. todrop a Word by 
way of queſtioning the Truth of one Tittle the ma- 
ny Informers had given out concerning the Pee, or 
theſe Zealots had raiſed by way of Conlequence, pre- 


ſently they flew in his face, and. villified him as a defa- 


mer of the Kings Evidence, a concealer of the: Plot , 
and could hardly forbear ſaying, He was aParty to it, 
and one of the Conſpirators init. As if we had not 
only been bound to ſubmit our Faith and Reaſon as in- 
tirely to Mr. 0ats's Relation 1n every Pwnct:lio, as 'to 
the Evangeliſts upon which he Swore it ; but ow ro 

waat 
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what Inferences 4 Fattion ſhould draw from it, Eroth 
heace they proceeded to infinuate into the Þ , 
That thoſe Loyal Gentlemen.who chad been Members 
of the late long Loyal Parltamont, who were then call'd 
the Court Party, had joyn'd with the Court, ro hinder 
the Diſcovery of the #&#, and promote the Deſignes 
of the Papiſts upon us: And although there was not one 
ſyllable of Truth in this, yet they aſlerted it with that 
confidence, and added (o-many proteſtations, often in- 
cerrupting their oppolites with ſuch queſtions as theſe, 
What, you are for Popery*< you are willing to have 
all your Fhroats Cut? and the like, that they per- 
ſwaded too great a Number to joyn. with them. in 
the Excluſion of thoſe Gentlemen. 

In the next place, fearing the greateſt hindrance 
from the conformable Clergy and the Biſhops, they re- 
preſented them amongſt their Confidents as nothing 
better than the Papifs3z and amongſt the reft, as Men 
that had a mighty kindnels for Popery in their hearts, 
( where theſe prymg people ſpicd it) though they durſt 
not diſcover « for the preſent, and with great Aſſu- 
rance faid, that they would certainly all turn Papifts if 
the P/ot went on ; though Mr. Qazes had affared them 
their Places were diſpoſed of to others before hand;and 
they mult expect nothitg; but beggery, aſſaſſination, 
and Ruine :. Bur yet the people who never conſider any 
thing, believe them 1a this too. 

In the next place, they were to deal. with the Gen- 
try and Magiſtrates, and here the task was harder, for 
theſe were never to be wrought over generally to. 
them:, but amongſt them, ſome were their friends of 
old, others had come half way over to gain the Re- 
putation-of Moderate Men ; others had been diſguſted 
by the Government; and. ſome few had Relations 
amongſt the Dilſenters, or Children, and. Brothers. 

Apprentices, 


(8) 

Apprentices, Journey-men, and FaQors to them, and 
thele Intereſts /prevail'd upon to joyn with them ; the 
reſt 'they blaſted what they could by the ſame Arts they 
did the Clergy, averring they were' Papifs, or favour- 
ers of Papiſts and Popery, eſpecially, if they had aoy re- 
lations of that Religion , or had ſhewed the leaſt kind- 
neſs to their Popiſb Neighbours in the firſt Diſcovery of 
the Plot, or had had any acquaintance with them be- 
tore the Plot. .. 

And having by all theſe multiply'd Slanders, got 
over a very conliderable part of the meaner people, 
and yet fearing the party might be too weak, they 
made fraudulent Conveyances tor Twenty four hours 
of their Freehold-Lands and Tenements . to their 
Neighbours, by this means creating Twenty Muſhrom 
Voters, ſometimes out of Forty pounds a year, and 
{ome that were leſs ſcrupulous took the Gifts by word 
of Mouth, without Livery or Seizin, Leaſe or Releaſe ; 
and ſome gave Twelve pence in part of payment for 
thole Lands and Tenemeats they never meant, nor 
were ever able to Purchaſe further , and ſo became 
qualified to give their Votes as they thought , and 
others gave their Children that were Infants part of 
their Eſtates with them, and brought them along for 
company; and inthe interinf,the Wealthy fort of Men 

hired Horles, or gave Mony to the more Needy to give 
their Votes for the precious Men that were to keep out 
P opery. 

The Conventicle Teachers rallied up their Flocks, 
all but the Aprons, and they were unwillingly enough 
left at home ; The old Committee Men, Sequeſtrators ; 
Army Officers, and Soldiers of the laſt Rebellion ; 
who had kept holes ever ſince His Majeſties Return 
for Grief, Confuſion, and Fear, now all took the Field 
3g1in to Vote too: and with theſe joyned all thoſe 


unwilling 
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willing Conformiſts whether Clergy or Layety who- 


have complyed with the Religion Eſtabliſhed, w ith 
purpoſe to ruine it as ſoon as it is poſſible, and inthe 
interim, great gain is godlinels with them : and does 
any man believe all theſe Forces were thus Muſtered 
up for the Service of His Majeſty, the Safety of the 
Monarchy, and the preſervation of the Religion and 
Government Eſtabliſh'd ? 

The perſons they recommended to the people to be 
choſen again, were firſt, all thoſe Gentlemen, who cal- 
ling themſelves the Country Party in the former Parlia- 
ment had appeared moſt Zealouſly againſt the Queen, 
his Royal Highneſs, and the Miniſters of State: to 
theſe they added as many-as they could of the Reliques 
of the old Rebellion, or their Children, and made up 
the Number out of the moderate and diſcontented 
Gentlemen, Burgeſles, and Trades-men, taking in here 
and there an honeſt Gentleman in hopes to win him to 
their (ide by this kindneſs, and ſometimes this pittiful 
Project took, 

For my part, I think nothing could more confitm 
the Teſtimony of Mr. Oats who informs us, © That the 
* Catholick Religion was to be brought 1n the ſame 
* way that they had uſed for the Deſtruction of the Fa- 
© ther of the King, and as that could not be effected till 
* much Blood was ſpilt on BOTH SIDES, 6 
© this muſt be effected by effuſion of Blood, and this 
© he Expounds was to be done by weakning and drvi- 
*ding the Kingdoms of Ezeland, Scotland, and Ireland, 
© by Civil Wars and Rebellions, as in His (Majeſties) 
© Fathers time, to make way for rhe French to Seize 
© thele Kingdoms, and totally to Ruine their Infantry 
*and Naval Force: Theſe are Mr. 0ats his Words, and 
whoever had ſeen the perſons Muſt'red vp, about the 
chooſing this Parliament, would have thought, that 
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ah" Fa9 had beerr returned again, and that the Jeſuits 
under the ſhape of Nonconformiſt Miniſters had been 
turning the P/v# that way, now God had defeated the 
cloſe one. | 

' But though all ehis Care was taken, the Diflenters 
did notcarry the Elections every where, nor almoſt any 
where without grear Reſiſtance. For on the other 
fide, the Gentry appeared themlelves, and brought in- 
their Tenants and Dependences ; and many of the 
Yeomanry and Free-holders were Zealous for the 
Church and Government, and in Corporations, the 
Magiſtrates and Free-men,had not forgot the old tricks 
of the Diffenters , and were refolved not to be ruin'd 
twice by the ſame Arts, fo that the two Parties were 
almoſt equal there, and in the Counties the Gentry 
were certainly the ſtronger ſide, if Perjury had not 
been employed againſt them ; and in ſome places they 
prevailed againſt that too,, but not ſo-as to makean- 
equal Party in the Houſe, | 

The Perlons that ſtood: on this ſide, were Men of 
Undoubted Loyalty tothe King, hearty lovers of the: 
Religion Eſtabliſhed;and great Enemies to Puritaniſm, 
Paton, and Rebellion ; and for theſe good qualities 
were ſtiled by the contrary Party-men of Arb:trary 
Principles, and: favourers of Popery :. ſome of theſe had: 
been Members of the Laſt Parliament, and: been of 
that they call the Court Party, who had been guilty of 
Setling the Monarchy, and Supprefſingthe Rebellion, 
and the Nurſeries. of it the Conventicles ;. and others 
were taken in to fillup the vacancies, of or very.near- 
ly of the ſamePrinciples, 

The Eleions being thus made, the Parliament met 
the day appointed,. which was Tharſday the ſixth of 
Aarch, 1678. and my buſineſs is to wait upon them; 
and ſee how matters went in the Lower Houfe _- 

clally 3: 


(7) 


— cu 


6lally ; 


and as an IntrodaRion I will take notice ofHis 
Majeſty's Speeth in the firſt place; part of which was 


as followeth, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

: | Meet you here withthe moſt earneſt deſire that man 
*can have to Unite the Minds of all my SubjeQs, 

* both to me, and to one another , and Ireſolve it ſhall 
* be your faults, if the Succeſs be not ſuitable to my 
*delires, I have done many great things already, in 
- order to thatend, asthe Excluſion of the Popiſh 
* Lords from their Seats in Parliament, the Execution 
* of ſeveral men, both upon the Score of the Plot, and 
*of the Murder.of Sir Eimonberry Godfrey , and it is 
* apparent that [ have not been idle in proſecuting the 
*dilcovery of both, as much further as hath been 
* poſſible 1n ſo ſhart a time. | 

©I have disbanded as much of the Army as I could 
*get Mony to'do, and Iam ready to disband the reſt, 
*{o ſoon as you ſhall reimburſe the Mony they have coſt 
* me, and will inable me to pay off the remainder : 
*And above all I have Commanded my Brother to 
* abſent himſelf from me, becauſe I would not leave 
* the Malicious Men room to ſay, I had not removed 
* all cauſes which could be pretended to influence me 
© towards Popiſh Counſels. 

© Beſides that end of Union which Iam at, (and 
© which I with could be extended to Proteſtants abroad 
*as well as at home) I propoſe by this laſt great ſtep 
*T have made, to diſcern whether Proteſtant Religion, 
*and the Peace of the Kingdom be as truly aimed at 
* by others, as they are really intended by me, for it 
* they be, you will imploy your time upon the great 
* concerns of the Nation,and not be drawn to promote 
* private animoſitics under pretences of the publique 
** 2 * YOUCr 
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*your Proceedings will be calm and peaceable, in 
* order to thoſe good ends I have recommended to you, 
©*and you will curb the motions of any unruly Spirits 
*which would endeavour to diſturb them. I hope 
© there will be none ſuch amongſt you, becauſe there 
© can beno man that muſt not ſee how fatal differences 
*among(t our ſelves are like to be at this time both at 
© home or abroad. | 

© I ſhall not ceaſe my endeavours, dayly to find out 
© what more I can both of the Plot, and Murder of Sir 
* Edmondberry Godfrey, and ſhall defire the Afliſtance 
* of both my Houles in that work. 

«I have not been wanting 1n giving orders for 
© putting all the preſent Laws 1n Execution againft 
© Papiſts, and I am ready to joynin the making 
© {uch further Laws as may be neceſſary for ſecuring of 
© the Kingdom againſt Popery. 

And after a ſhort diſcourſe of ſupply's he goes on. 

*T will conclude as I begun, with my earneſt de- 
* fires to have this, a Healing Parliament, and I do 
*goive you this Aſſurance, that I will with my 
© life defend both the Proteſtant Religion and the 
*Laws of this Kingdom, and I do expe&t from you 
© to be defended from the Calumny as well as Darger 
© of thoſe worlt of men, who endeavour to render me 
* and my Government o0d1ious to my people, 


By which laſt paſſage I believe his Majeſty refle&ted 
upon the Diſſenters andCommonwealth Party, who as 
they were more bclieved,(o they had been more buſie in 
traducing him, and that with a more Miſchievous 
Malice and effect than the worlt Jcſuits,during this 
ſhort time, betwixt the Diſſolution of rhe laſt and the 
EleQion of this preſent Parliament, and therefore his 
Majeſty had reaſon to tell the Parliament he expected 


to 
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to be defended by them from the Calumny, ( of the 
 Diffenters) as well as from the danger of the Papilts, 
(both which are) the worlt of men, as who did 
endeavour to render him and his Goverameot Odious 
to his people. 

The Lord Chancellor's Speech was for the moſt part 
but an enlargement upon [15 Majeſtie's,as it ules to be; 
and therefore I ſhall take notice of lome paſlages 
only 1n it. 

© He adviſed them not to overdo their buſineſs, and 
* by being too far tranſported with the fears of Popery, 
* negle& the opportunities they then had of making 
© ſober and laſting proviſions againlt it. 

© Hetold shem it was a Cuſtom of the Jeſuits, firſt 
* to Murder the fame of Princes, and then their per- 
* (ons, firſt {landering them to their people, as if they 
* favoured Papiſts, and then to aſlaſſinate them for 
* being too Zealous Proteſtants, 

* He repreſented what a joy 1t would be to them, 
to ſee us whom they could not deſtroy by the con- 
(piracy, Ruining our (elves after the diſcovery, by 
incurable jealoufies and: diſturbing the Govern- 
ment. | 
* And that further care might be taken of Regula- 
ting the Preſs, from whence there daily ſtole forth 
Popiſh Catechiſms, Pſalters, and Books of Contro- 
verlie,. and Seditious and Schiſmatical Libells 
£00, ; 
We ſhall now ſee how theſe Counlells were.purſued 
by the Parliament. 
The firſt thing the Houſe of Commons did, was to 
choole Edward Sezmoir, Elquire, their former Speaker, 
their Speaker again, But the next day the King 
dilliking the choice, and Commanding them to make 
a new one, they returned and Adjourned till Sazurday 
Mornivg. 
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Morning, But not agreeing then, they deſired « 
further time, which was granted till Tueſday 
following: The King telling the Meſſengers, that as 
he would not have his Prerogative intrencht upoa, 
ſo he would not do any thing againſt the Priviledges of 
the Houſe, | 

But then inſtead of Preſenting a new Speaker, they 
Preſented a Repreſentation , Claiming It as a Right 
to have that Speaker they chole accepted, if he were 
not excuſed for ſome Corporal Dileale, which hath 
always (heretofore) been alleadged either by them- 
ſelves or ſome others, in their behalf in full Parliament, 
as they laid, 

But his Majeſty not admitting this neither, they 
Adjourned till Wedneſdsz,and drew up another Addreſs 
to have the former better conſidered, and to this his 
Majeſty replied he would ſend them an anſwer the 
next day. And accordingly, 

On Thurſday he ſent for them up to the Houſe of 
Lords, and Prorogued them for one day, and on 
Saturday morning ſent for them again, and by the 
Lord Chancellor Commanded them to proceed to the 
Choice of a Speaker, and Prelent ' him on Munday 
Morning , which they accordingly did 3 and then they 
choſe Mr. Sergeant Gregory, of whom his Majeſty ap- 
proved on the 4/0zday following. 

It was Ominous thus to ſtumble at the Threſhold, 
and therefore there is no great wonder if after this, 
much of his Majeſties and the Lord Chancellors good 
Counſell relating to calmneſs in the Management of 
their Aﬀairs was forgotten. 

Tueſday, Wedneſday,and a great part of Thurſday the 
20th day of March, being ſpentin the preliminartes, 
and in receiving and reading the ſhoal of Petitions,con- 


cerning undue Elections and Returas, on the "ng 
© 


( «1 

of the laft day, the Commons ſent a Meſſage to the: 
Lords to put them in mind.;of the Impeachments of 
High Treaſon againft Thomas Earl of Darby, in the 


names of the Commans. of Ragfand, and to deſire he 


might be Committed to ſafe Cuſtody. 

And referred it to rheCommittee of Secrecy to draw 
up further Articles againſt him. By which it ap- 
peared that they were reſolved to begin where the for- 
mer Parliament ended , fo that men eaſily conjectured: 
what would follow. And ſome there were that ſuggelt- 
ed, as if his place was his greateſt Crime,and that the: 
ruin of a Miniſter of State 1a order to fright the reſt of 
the Miniſters was more ſoughe,than the Puniſhment of 
any Traytor whether Popiſh- or Proteſtant. 

Ia the week following, it appearing that the Earl 


of Dazby had a pardon by his Majeſties mentioning of 
it in the Houſe of Lords. And a Committee being. 
appointed to ſearch.it out, returned on Mozday the 24th 
of March, that it had not been Regularly ſued out, bur: 


was Sealed in the King's preſence by his expreſs Com- 


mand. Upon which the Commons ſent up a Meſſage 


ro the: Lords to demand Juſtice againſt him, and orde- 
red an Addreſs to: his Majeſty to repreſent the dange- 


rous Conſequences of granting Pardons to any perlons: 


that lie under an Impeachment of the Commons of 
England, | 
. And the fame day the Lords ſent word to the 


Commons that they had ordered himto be taken into 
Cuſtody. 


On Tweſaay the 25th of March ,. the Lords ſent a 


Meſlage to the Commons, that the Earl of Danby was 


not to be found, upon which the Commons ordered 
a Bill to be brought in to Summon him by a certain 


dxy, or indefault thereof: to Attaint him, 


Mr:. 
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Mr. Edward Sacvile a Member of the.Houſe of 
Commons, being acculed by Mr. Oats, to have 
called the truth of the Plot and Murder of Sir Edmon- 
berry Godfrey 1n queſtion was ordered tobe committed 
tothe Tower, Expelled the Houſe,and an Addre(s made 
to his Majeſty for the removing him from all Publick 
Imployments and Truſts, This was a fure way to 
have the Plot believed. 

On wedneſday there havingbefore been a Complaint 
brought againſt one Hills and Edwrn, for Printing a 
Pamphlet intituled, A Letter from a Jeſuite at Paris to 
his Correpondent 1n LZoxdoy : Shewing the moſt 
effectual way .to ruin the Government and the 
Proteſtant Religion; was to promote the Diſlenters 
Intereſt, and to chule faftious men into the Houſe of 
Commons. And it appearing, that Dr. John Nalſon 
was the Author of it, there being no Law to puniſh 
this offence, the {aid Doctor was ordered to be ſent 
for in Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, toinform the 
Houſe touching the {aid Pamphlet. 

The ſame day a Bill was ſent down from the Lords, 
Intituled, an AQ for the better diſcovery and ſpeedy 
Conviction of Popiſh Reculantss, Which had been 
ſent down in the former Seſſion of Parliament time 
enough to have been paſſed, but was neglected, which 
was read the day following. | 

On Thurſday the 27th of March, the Lords ſent down 
a Bill for the Baniſhing and Diſabling: the Earl of 
Danby ' (which his Majeſty had profered to do) 
and defired the Concurrence of the Houle of Com- 
mons,which the Commons read and rejected that day. 

But notwithſtandivg the Commons went on with 
the:Bill. of Attainder againſt him, and ordered a Clauſe 
to be added for the diſcovery of all truſts relating to 
him, and that he ſhould be made incapable of 

, receiving 
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receiving pardon but by Ac of Parliament, wherein 
he ſhall-be particularly Named. 

The ſame day " the Lords ſent down a Bill" to 
diſinable' any perſon from Sitting in any of the 
Houſes of Convocation, till he hath taken the Oaths, 
and made and ſubſcribed the- Declaration therein con- 
tained, 

On Friday, a Bill was read for better ſecuring the 
liberty of the Subjects. | | 

Sir . Chriftopher Calthrop Knight, who was returned 
one of the Knights of the Shire for Norfolk, being then 
ſick of the Small-gox, deſired that the Cale in difference 
betwixt him and Sir Jo» Hobard Baronet, which was 
to be heard on Friday next, might be delayed, which 
was denyed. | 

Note, That Calthrop was of the Court-party, and 
Hobard of the Countrypart y. 

But to look a little back : On Monday the 25th of 
March, the Houle of Lords ſent to examin the five 
Lords in the Tower, concerning a French Book about 
the Plot, the Author of which had it ſeems endea- 
voured to invalidate Mr. 0ats his teſtimony, but they 
would not own they knew the Author. 

The ſame day theVote mentioned in the formerParrt, 
ofthe reality of thePopiſh Plor, which had been renewed 
by the Commons,and ſent up to the Lords for their con- 

- Currence, was Votcd by the Lords, and ordered to be 
inſerted in the firftleaf of the Office, to be publickly 
uled on the day * appointed by his Majeſty for ſolemn +; ,F ypry, 
Faſting and Humiliation, at the requeſt of both 


. 


Houles, | 
On Saturday the 29th, the Lords agreed to have a 
Bill brought 4n to expell out of the Inns of Court, 
DofFors Commons, the College of Phyſicians, and 
Heralds office, all ſuch perſons as ſhall not give teſti- 
F mony 
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of their being Proteltants,by going to Church,and by 
taking the Sacrament, and{uch Oaths, Teſts, and 
Declarations as areappointed by any Law, for the diſt- 
inguiſhing Proteſtants from Papiſts,and that none thall 
hereafter be Admitted into any of the ſaid Societies, 
that ſhall not do the ſame. 

And that an Addreſs ſhould be made to his Majeſty, 
that all perſons who bring up , or ſuffer their Children 
to be bred up, in the Popiſh Religion, may by his 
Majeſties order be pur our of all publick Employments, 
civil, and military, whereof they are now poſleſled ; 
AND that for the future no perſon may be put into 
or continued 1n any employment, civil or military, 
who ſhall knowingly Marry a Papiſt. Thele laſt par- 
ticulars are moſt worthy to be paſled into an Act of 
Parliament. | 

On Tweſaay the firſt of April, the Commons finiſhed 
the Bill of Attainder againſt the Earl of Darby, and 
lent.1t up to the Lords. 

After which they paſled this Vote. 

Reſolved, That the continuing of any landing Forces in 
this Nation, other than the Militia, is illegal and a great 
Grievance and Vexation to the people, 

This is the firſt Vote that was ever made againſt his 
Majeſties Guards ſince his return, tho there have been 
Parliaments ſitting ever ſince, 

On Thurſday the 3d of April the Articles of Impeach- |. 
ment againſt Wil:am Earl of Powys, william Yiicount 
Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour, william Lord 
Petre, and John Lord Bellaſyſe,were brought into the 
Houle of Commons, and received. 

And a Bill about the Convocation ſent down by the 

Lords, and another to Regulate . the EleQions of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, were read the firlt 
time,and ordered aſecond Reading. 

; * Friady 
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Friday the 4th 'of April, An Att for the better 
diſcovery and more {peedy Conviction of Popiſh 
Recuſants, ſent down from the Lords, was read the 
ſecond time, and Committed to a Committee, who 
were allo to bring in a Clauſe to prevent any of the 
Royal Family from matching with Popiſh Recuſants. 

Was not this that tacking of things ofa different 
Nature together, which his Majeſty had reſolved 
againſt, as he told the Houſes in theſe words abcut 
a year before ? 

* One thing more 1 have to add, and that is, to let  _ 
*you know, that I will never more ſuffer the courle pour vr 
© 2nd method of paſſing Laws to be changed ; and that day, 1673. 
© if {everal matters ſhall ever again be racked together | 
*in one Bill, that Bill ſhall certainly be loſt, - the 
* 1rrportance of it be never fo great. R 

But it was relolved it ſeems now to try whether he 
would be as good as his word, and it he were, then 
the clamour ſhould be, thathe was againſt the ſpeedy 
_ conviction of Popiſh recuſants. ; 

Beſides this was no ſuch trivial thing but that it 
might have deſerved a diſtinct Bill. 

The lame day the Bill againſt the Earl of Danby 
being delivered back by the Lords at a Conference 
with ſome Amendments, the Commons referr'd the 
conſideration of the Amendments to be conſidered the 
next day, and ordered an Addreſs to be drawn up, for a 
. Proclemation forthe Apprehending the ſaid Earl, with 
. the ulual penalties upon ſuch as conceal him, and that 
he ſhould not be permitted to reſide with in any of his 
Majeities places of white-Hall, Somerſet Houſe, and 
St. James's, 

Qn Saturday the Bill for Regulating Eleftions was , gf ayrii, 
read the {econd time, andCommitted to a Committee, 
with liberty to divide the Bill as they (ce caule, 

a F 2 On 


c 


(16) 

On #4fonday the 7th of April his Majeſty by Mr. 
Secretary Coventry, acquainted the Houſe of Commons, 
that Mr. Reading had acquainted him by a letter 
directed: to one. Mr, Chifinch, that he had matters of 
great importance concerning the Priſoners in the 
Tower, and the preſent Plot ; but that his Majeſty 
would not meddle with any Priſoners Committed by 
this Houle, and that he would ( if the Houſe thought 
fit) not only permit him but lay his Commands on -him 
frankly and freely to impart whatſoever he knew of 
thataffair to the Houle of Commons,or the Committee 
of Secrecy appointed by them. Which fo pong ene 
Commons, that they ordered the humble thanks of 
the Houle to be returned to his Majeſty , So far was he 
from concealing any thing relating to the Plor, as he 
hath been baſely and falſely calumniated. 

This day the Commons fent up the Articles againſt 
the five Lords in the Tower, into the Houſe of Lords. 

The ſame day it was ordered that a Bill ſhould be 
brought in for Annexing Taxpier to the ImperialCrown 
of _— upon a report that it was to be fold to the 


French, | 

I ſhould not have taken notice of this Vote, but 
that I fhall have occaſion to make further uſe of it 
hereafter. 

- The Ninth day of ©4pri/ the Houſe further Voted, 
that thoſe who did adviſe his Majeſty to part with 
Tangier to any Foreign Prince or State, or were inſtru- 
mental therein, ought to be Accounted Enemies to 
the King and Kingdom. 

On Tweſaay the eighth of April, the Bill relating to 
the Convocation was read, and referr'd to a 
Commuttee, 

And then they fell to debate the Reaſons againſt 
the Amendments of the Lords to theBill againſt the 
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E+of D. which chiefly !ſftood upon this poiat, that the 
Bill was by them changed from a Bill of Attainder to 
2 Bill of Baniſhment, which the Commons could 
not conſent to. 1. Becauſe *rwas not the legal puniſh- 
mentof Treaſon, 2. That he might make ule of the 
remiſſion as an Argument of their diſtruſt of their 
proofs againſt him. 3. That it would encourage others 
to withdraw themſelves as he had, See the Reaſons at 
large in the Printed Fournas, 

The Habeas Corps Bill was read the third time, and 
paſſed, and (ent up to the Lords. 

The ſame day wasa conference betwixt the Lords 
and Commons about the E. of - D. Bill, wherein the 
Lords prayed a Mitigation of the ſaid Bill, Which 
was reterred by the Commons to be conſidered the 


next day. 
When their deſire was denyed, and Reaſons orderet A4pritg. 


to be drawn upagainſt it, 

The next day there: was two ſeveral Conferences 
about this Bill. But no report of either of thenventered 
that day in the Journalls of the- Houſe of Commons, 
but they are entered on Saturday the 12th. of April. 
And it appears that the Commons reſolved then to 
ſtand to the Bill without the Amendments. 

In the Houle of Lords on Saturday the 5th of April, 
the Lord Biſhop of E/y complained that one Mr. S:away 
had put an information againſt himſelf and ſome 
others of the Lord Bithops that was very derogatory 
to them ; and thereupon the Houſe commanded the 
tuſineſs' to be brought before them, and ſtopt the 
proceedings of their Committee of Secrecy in that and 
all other things relating to any Member of their 
Houle, | 

Where the buſineſs being heard on the Monday 


tollowing, the ſaid John Siaway was Committed to 
the 
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the Priſon of the Gatehouſe,for bringing a frivolous and 
untrue accuſation againſt the Lord Biſhop of Ely and 
other Biſhops,. though ſeveral Lords diſſented. 

So the Biſhops were quitted that time with Honour, 
as I wiſh they always may be, and that their enemies 
may meet with that ſhame and confulion they delerve, 
who through their ſides {trike at the Lords Anointed, 
and endeavour to ruine both the Church and State, 
by changing the Government from a Monarchy to a 
Common-wealth, asexperience taught us once before, 
when the Crown toon followed the Miter, and the 
Temporal Lords the Biſhops. 

On wedzeſaday four of the five Lords in the Tower 
were brought to the Houſe: of Lords, and heard the 
Articles readagainſt them, and had Copies of them,and 
wereafſigned their Counſel for matter of Law, bur not 
Tor matter of Fa&,and had time to anſwer till the 1 5 
Inſtant, But the Lord Bellaſys not being able to ' 
appear, by reaſon he was lame of the Gout,was excuſed, 
and had a Copy of the Articles ſent him. 

On Monaay the 14th of April, at a conference, the 
Lords conſented to pals the Bill againlt the Earl of 
Dazxby without any amendment. 

Wedneſday the 16th of ' April, A Bill for ſecuring the 
King and Kingdom againſt the growh and Danger 
of Popery, was read the ſecond time and commttied 
to a Committee, 

The fame day a Meſſage was brought from the 
Lords,that the E.of D. had rendered himlelf and was 
lent tothe Tower, 

And by another Meſſage word was ſent, that the 
four Lords had Appeared, had ſent in their Anſwers 
to the Articles upon which they had been proceeded 
againſt, which Anſwers they lent down tothe Com- 
mons, being the Origiaalls, and the Lords defyred the 

return 
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return.of them with all convenientſpeed, that they: 
might conſider of them. EDIT: 

And then the Commons, Voted his Majeſty a ſupply 
for the Disbanding the reſt of the Forces not disbanded 
by the former A&. To belevied by a Land Tax 1n ſix 
Months. By which all Forces raiſed or brought over 
from Foreign parts ſince the 29th of September, 1677, 
were to be disbanded. The Commiſſion Officers 
being to be paid only to the firſt of this 4pri/. 


The nextday adebate arifing,whether the'Mony for Thurſday the 
Disbanding the Army ſhould be paid into the Exche- 17 of April. 


quer? it was carried in the Aftirmative by 60 Voices, 

A Committee of Secrecy was appointed to prepare 
and draw up evidence againſt the E, of Dazby, and alſo 
further Articles, as they ſhould ſee caule. 

' On Friaay the 25th of 4pril,a Bill for prevention of 
railing Mony upon the Subjects but by Act of Parlia- 
ment was read the firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time. 

A Bill for exporting Cloth to Twrkie was read a 
firſt time,”and ordered to be read again. 

The ſame day the E. of D. and Foh» Lord Bellaſys 

appeared at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and put in 
their (everal Anſwers, which were ſent down to the 
Commons, with deſire they might be returned with 
all convenient ſpeed, 
"mOn Saturday it was reſolved in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that they would the Friday following take into 
conſideration how to make the law for prohibiting 
the importation of Freach Commodities more 
effectual. | 

william Viſcount Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of 
wardour, and William Earljof Powis, Appeared this 
day at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and retracted 
their former Plea's and put in their Anſwers, which 


WCEore 


26 of April. 
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were by a Meflage ſent dowa tothe Commons, which 
were read, and referred to theCommaittee of Secrecy 
belonging'to the ſaid Houle, | 
This diy the Houle of Commons reſolved, Nemine 
Contradicente, | 
That this Houſe will fit to morrow,. to conſider of the 
beſt means to ſecure and preſerve the Kings perſon, and alſo 
the Proteſtant Religion, agamn(t the Attempts of the Papiſts, 
both in the Reign of his Majeſty and his Succeſſors. 
And accordingly they did' fit, and! began the day 
very inauſpicioutſly with reading an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty for the Execution of Pickering, who as they 
ſaid had been imployed by ſome of the Confpirators, 
to execute their Execrable deſign of Murdering his 
Majeſty, and upon his Tryal was found guilty thereof ; 
as ,alſo of divers Prieſts and Jeſuits, who ſtood then 
Condemned by his Majeſties Judges at the 0/4- Bayley ; 
and in bvernl of the Circuits. Upon which Offen- 
ders they humbly defired immediate Execution might 
be done, to the terror of all ſuch wicked perſons, who 
by their daily Fraiterous practiſes do juſtify the pru- 
dence of their Anceftors in making ſuch Laws, and 
manifeſt the neceſſity -of putting them in Execution. 
And though there is nothing to be ſaid for the menzyex 
I wth they had not made this {evere motion on a 
Lord's day, it being none of thole works of Charity 
and Mercy, no nor neceſſity neither, which are com- 
mendable on that day, atid this might as:weil have 
been done on any other day. - | 
Then they proceeded to the work appointed, and 
Voted in the firſt place; That 4 Bill be brought in upors 
the debate of the Hoſe, to:Buniſh all Papifts or reputed 
Papiſts from: London andWeſtminſter 24 >wenty Miles 
of the ſame for Six Months, and to corfize all thoſe that 
live above twenty Miles from London within frue _ of 
their 


( 21 ) 
;. own Habitations under penalties, and referred it to a 
Committee to draw up the ſame, And then, 

Secondly, Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That the Duke of York being aPapilt, and the hopes of 
his coming ſuch to the Crown , have given the greateſt 
countenance and encouragement to the preſent Conſpirators 
and deſigns of the Papilſts, againſt the King and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, 

Reſolved, That the concurrence of the Lords be deſired 
to this Vote. RE 

Ordered, that the Committee of Secrecy draw up 4 
Narative of all ſuch matters as concern the D, of Y, rela- 
ting to the hy wy Plot, contained in ſuch Papers as they 
have in their hanas, and preſent the ſame to the Houſe oz 
Wedneſday zext, And then they adjourned the debate 
till 2onday following. 

The next day being Moxday the 28th of March, 
the Houle attended his Majeſty with the ſaid Addreſs, 
forthe Executing Pzckering,&c,To which his Majeſty 
reply'd. 


Gentlemen, 


7 Have always been tender in matters of blood, 

I *which my Subjects have no realon to take excep- 
*tion at, but this is a matter of great weight,lI (ball 
* therefore conſider of it and return you an an[wer. 


So little was this mercifull Prince exaſperated by 
all the practiſes againſt him, | 

On wedneſday the 3oth of April, his Majeſty ſent for 
the Commons up to the Lords Houſe, and made this 
Speech to the two Houſes, 


G My 
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My Pords and Gentlemen, 


FF He Seaſon of the Year advancing i faſt, TI 
* thought 1t neceſſary to put you in mind of 
*three particulars : 
© x, Proſecuting the Plot, 
© 2. Disbanding the Army, 
©3. Providing a Fleet for our common ſecurity. 

* And to ſhew you, that whilſt you are doing your 
parts, my thoughts have not been miſimployed ; but. 
* that it 1s my conſtant care to do every thing that may 
© preſerve your Religion,and ſecure it for the future in 
* all events. 

* ©T have commanded my Lord Chancellor to menti- 
on ſeveral particulars,, which -I hope will be an 
* evidence that in all things that concern the Publick 
* ſecurity, I ſhall not follow your zeal but lead it. 


The Lord Chancellor ſpoke thus, 


My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons. 


F Hat Royal care which his Majeſty hath taken 
| *for the general quiet, and ſatisfaction of all 
* his Subjects, is now more evident by theſe new and 
© freſh inſtances of it, which I have in command to 
© open to you. 

© His Majeſty hath conſidered with himfelf,chat it is 
© not enough that your Religion and Liberty is ſecure 
«during his own Reign, but he thinks he owes it to 
his people.to do all that in him lies, that theſe 
bleſſings may be tranſmitted to your poſterity, and 
*{} well (ecured to them, that no ſucceſſion in after- 
*Apges may be able to work the leſt alteration, 


And 
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© And therefore his Majeſty, who hath often ſaid in 
© this place that he 1s ready to conſent to any Laws 
© of this kind, ſo that the ſame extend not to alter the 
© deſcent of the Crown 1n the Right Line, nor to defeat 
©the Succeſſion, hath now commanded this to be 
5 further explained. 

*And to the end it may never bein the power of 
*any Papiſt, if the Crown deſcend upon him, to make 
* any change either in Church or State, I am com- 
© manded to tell you, that his Majeſty is willing that 
* proviſion may be made, firſt to diſtinguiſh a Papiſt 
* from a Proteſtant Succeſlor., then to limit and cir- 
*cumſcribe the Authority of a Popiſh Succeſſor in theſe 
© caſes following, that he may be diſabled to do any 
harm ; firſt in reference to the Church,his Majeſtie ; 
© 1s content that care may be taken, that all Eccleſiaſti- 
*cal and ſpiritual Benefices and promotions in the 
© Gift of the Crown}, may be conferred in ſuch a 
* manner, that we may be ſure the Incumbents ſhall 
<always be of the moſt Pious and learned Proteſtants : 
© And that no Popiſh Succeflor (while he continues ſo) 
. ©may have any power to controul ſuch preferments. 

© In reference to the State and civil part of the 
* Government, as it is already provided that no Papilt 
_ *can fit in either Houſe of Parliament, fo the King 

*is pleaſed, that it be provided too, that there may 
* never want a Parliament when the King ſhall happen 
*to dy: But that the Parliament then in being, may 
* continue indiſſolyable for a compleat time,or if there 
*be no Parliament then in- being, then that the laſt 
* Parliament, which was in being before that time,may 
* reaflemble, and fit a competent time , without any 
* new Summons or Elections. 


G 2 * And 
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«And as no Papiſt can byLaw hold any place oftruſt, 
*ſo the King is content, that it may be further proyi- 
*ded, that no Lords or other of the Privy Council,no 
< Judges of the common Law, nor in Chancery,ſhall 
*at any time during the Reign of any Popiſh Succeſlor, 


.* 


* be 7 in, or diſplaced, but by the Authority of 
© Parliament. | 
*And that care alſo be taken that none but ſincere 
*-Proteſtants may be Juſtices of the Peace. 

© Iareference to the Military part,the King is willing 
*that no Lord Lieutenant, or Deputy Lieutenant, nor 
*no Officer in the Navy (during the Reign of any 
* Popiſh Succeſſor) be put out or removed but either 
* by Authority of Parliament, or of ſuch perſons as. | 
*the Parliament (hall intruſt with ſuch Authority, 

©Tis hard toinvent another reſtraint to be put upon 
5a Popiſh. Succeſfor, confidering how much the 
©Revenue of the Succeſſor will depend upon conſent 
* of Parliament, and how impoſltble it 1s to raiſe 
*mony without ſuch. conſent. Bur yet if any thing: 
*elſe can occur to the Wildom of the Parliament, 
©which may further ſecure Religion and liberty againſt 
*a Popiſh Succeſſor, without defeating the Right of 
© Succeſſion it ſelf, his Majeſty will moſt readily conſent 
*tolt, 

<Thus watchful is the King for all your ſafety, 
©and if he could think of any thing elle that you 
©do either. want or wilb, to make you happy, 
©he would make it his buſinels to effe& it tor-you, 

© God Almighty long eontinue this bleſſed Union 
*between the King and his Parhament and people. 


The Houſe. of Commons returning, reſolved to 
Adjourn the coxſideration of his Majeſties Speech till 
the next 240day Moraing. . 


And: 
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And now let any man but ſeriouſly conſider the 
Condeſcention of theſe propoſals, and that they 
were franlly and freely offered, before the Houle of 
Commons had obliged themlelves in point of Honour, 
to ſtand to any Votre of Excluſion, (tor that was not 
then made) and he muſt then be amazed to ſee to what 
extremities matters have proceeded, during that, and 
the two /aſt Parliaments, | 

But who can brook the impudence of thole men, 
who have notwithſtanding this, by Tales and Pam- 
phlets endeavoured to repreſent his ſacred Majeſty 
to his people as a favourer of Papilts and Popery. 

Some men may poſſibly. ſay , that all this will nor 
infallibly ſecure us againſt Popery, and Tiay nothing 
can make any thing in this lower world ſteady and un-- 
alterable,bur it 1s more likely to do it than the excluſtoz; 
Bill, becauſe it diſarms a PopiſhSucceſlor of the tempta- 
tion. and opportunity of enſ{}aving us by force, - where 
as the other. puts the Sword into his hand, and com-: : 
pells him to try his fortune for the: whole, the event 
of which 15 much more uncertain than ſcme pretend, 
who truſting now to force and number; will in likely-- 
hood find themſelves. difappointed by men; and 
puniſhed by God for their diſtruſt of his providence ; 
and reliance on the Arm of Fleſh, if not ruined by 
their over great confidence in the number of their 
party, which often have deceived men in fuch- 
occaſions. But this it not the place of theſe con- 
liderations, but that they broke loole here againſt my 
will, | 

On Tharſday the Commons gave leave-to bring in'a 1.9f May- 
Bill, that when any Member of their Houſe is pre- 
terred to any. Office or place of profit, a new Wrtt 
thould immediately iſſue out,for EleQing.of a Member 


+ to ſerve in. his ſtead : This was to keep the party to- 
gether, 
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Seaſonable 44- gether, and to prevent the Miniſters from bying off 
dreſs to both any of them by preferment, and it is to be wiſhed it 


Houſes, Þ. 10» 


had paſſed, for that would have leſſened their Numbers, 
and have taken off all thoſe that hoped to riſe by oppo- 
ſition to the.Coxrt, as they call it, but indeed to the 
King and the AMorarchy: In the interim it. may be a 
caution to the Country, that they take not all theſe 
Gentlemen to be what they pretend to be, for that 
apparently ſome of them were driving a Marker 
for Preterments, how much foever they had clamoured 
their predeceſſors on that account. 

This day alſo Dr. John Na!ſoz, who had been along 
time Impriſoned and put to valt charge for Writing 
the Letter of Advice from a Jeſwite in Paris to his corre- 
ſpondent in London, was diſcharged without aſiigning 
any reaſon or Law for this way of proceeding againſt 
him,which was never yet uſed againſt any of the Wri- 
ters of the moſt virulent Libells, againſt the Govern- 
ment,and Religion by Law eſtabliſhed,and'they Voted 
alſo, that an Adareſs (hould be made to his Majeſty, by ſuch 
Members of their Houſe as were of his Majeſties Privy 
Connſel, to deſire his Majeſty to Command the Lord Chan- 


 cellor to put him out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, Becauſe 


Exalt coll. of it ſeems hisImpriſonment was not puniſhment enough 
the moſt conſi= fox {o great an offence as this : And the Writing 


derable debates 
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ſeveral other books to revive the memory of 1641. 
asone of the Members expreſſed it, in the following 
Parliament ; when it jeems they meant to have ano- 
ther fling at him , for though his Majeſty can pardon 
and forgive, there are that cannot. But I believe they 
have got no great matter by this: Nor was the DoGor 
turn'd out of the Commiſſion for all their Addreſs, 
his Majeſty knowing this would not ſuit his 
Intereſt, 


On 
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On Saturday the Lords ſent down a Bill, entituled, 
CAnaAd for freeing the City of London and parts adjacent, 
from Popiſh Inhabitants,and providing againſt other dangers 
which may ariſe from-Papiſts, 

And 1n the Afternoon, an Account that the Earl of 
Danby would 1infilt upon his Pardon; and that he de- 
—_ his Council might be heard to the Validity 
of it. 

On Monday His Majeſty ſent this meſſage to the 
Commons by the Lord Ruſſell, © His Majelty hath com- 
*manded me to let the Houle know, that his Majeſty is 
* willing to comply with the requeſt made to him by 
©theHoule concerning P:ckerize ,and that the Law ſhall 
* paſs upon him accordingly, and as to the Condem- 
© ned Prieſts, the Houſe of Peers have ſent for them 
© in order (as his Majeſty conceives) to ſome Examina- 
© tions; and further to acquaint you, that herepeateth 
© his inſtances to you, to think of putting the Fleet in 
*ſ\uch a poſture as may quiet mens fears, and at leaſt 
© fecure us from any (ſudden attempt , which his 
© Majeſty doubts not, but you will do: And though 
© the ſireights and difficulties he lyeth under, are very 
oreat, he doth not intend during this Seſſtons to 


© prels for any other Supply ; being willing rather to- 


$(uffer the Burdens that are upon him, ſome time 
*longer, than to interrupt you, whilſt you are im- 
© ployed about the diſcovery of the Plot, the Tryal 


*of the Lords, and the Bill for ſecuring our Reli- 


*£10N, 

; The ſame' day the Commons went up to the Bar 
of the Lords houſe to demand Judgment againſt the 
Earl of Danby upon the Illegality of his pardon, 

On Tw#eſday,Foha Wilſon and Roger Beckwith Elquires, 
two Juſtices of the Peace of the County of York, were 
ſent for in Cuſtody, for ſaying, hat this Parliament was 
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no Parliament, axd they would"juſtify it, Of which more 
hereafter, May 22, 

A Mcſlage was ſent to the Lords by the Commons, 
that the Houle was ready to make good the Impeach- 
ments againl(t the five Popith Lords in the Tower, and 
the Comnuttee of Secrecy belonging to the Commons 
was appointed to manage the evidence agaialt them 
at their Tryals. 

Wedneſday, the Lords ſent down a Meſlige,that they 
hid appointed Saturday to hear the Earl of Davby's 
Plea,for the Validity of his Pardon, that they had Ad- 
dreſſed to the King for the naming a Lord High 
Steward at his Tryal. and that of the Popiſh Lords, 
which was appoiated by their Lord(hips to be that 
day leven-night. 

On Thurſiiy,the Commons agreed an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty againlt fob» Duke of Lauderdale, upon gene- 
ral pretences of fears and jealouſies, defiring he might 
be removed from his Majeſties Counſels in Exelard and 
Scotland, putting his Majeſty in mind of the Addreſs of 
the laſt Parliament to that purpoſe, and reſolved, they 
would attend his Majeſty in a body. 

The Commons deſired a Conference with the 
Lords, to ſtate before hand the manner of proceedings 
in the Tryal of the Earl of Dazby,and of the five Popiſh 
Lords, and took exceptions to their mation for a Lord 
High Steward, | 

On Friday his Majeſty ſent for the Commons, and 
paſſed the Bill for Disbanding the Army, and ſuch 
other Bills as were ready, which was wilely done ; for 
by this ſurpriz2 other debates were prevented, which 
might have prov'd of dangerous conlequence. Aﬀeer 
this, they appointed a Committee to inſpect the Jour- 
nalls, and'ſecarch Preſidents touching the carrying up 
of Bills, and what previous intimation ought to be 

”-..- &wea 
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given tothem of his Majeſties intention to paſs Bills; 
and from and by whom ſuch notice hath uſually been 
given, and whether the Houſe may debate after the 
meſſage delivered by the Black Rod , for attendance 
of the Houte upon his Majeſty. It would have been 
very unhappy it by reaſon of theſe Debates, the For- 
ces then on foot ſhould have continued undisbanded. 
By all which as much as is poſiible to conjeture, 
it would have been very unhappy if by reaſon of theſe 
Debates, the Forces then on foot ſhould have conti- 
nued undisbanded to the great damage of the King 
and Kingdom (notwithſtanding the common clamour 
againſt them) if his Majeſty had not thus prevented it. 
The ſame day the Commons paſled this Vote, that 
no Commoner whatſoever , ſhould preſume to maintain 
the Validity of the pardon, pleaded by the E. of: Danby, 
without the leave f their honſe firſt had, and that the per- 
ſons ſo doing ſhould be accounted betrayers of the Liber- 
ties of the Commons of England : and Ordered this 
Vote to be poſted up at Weſtminſter-hall Gate , Ser- 

Jearts-Innes, and Innes of Court, 
His Lordſhips Friends called this a depriving him 
- of all counſel to defend himſelf, but what was ap- 
pointed by his Enemies and Accuſers, in a matter of 
Law, inſiſting upon the Rules of proceedings in all 
other Courts, and the ordinary methods of Common 
and Natural equity and right ; it ſeeming hard to ruine 
a man, if not ſome diffidence of the caſe, ro deny him 
thoſe Priviledges the meaneſt and worſt of Rogues 
have; which 1s to chooſe ſuch Councel as the Court 
before whom they are to be tryed will allow, the 

Kings Councel excepted. 

And when the humour was ſtirr'd, they voted, 
that the Anſwer delivered by the Lords that day at the 
Laſt Conference (about the manner of trying the 
Peers, 
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Peers, whereby their Lordſhips had not conſented to 
a Committee of the Houſes, becauſe they did not 
think it Conformable to the Rules and Orders of 
rheir Cuurt, of which (they ſaid ) they had reaſon 
ro be tender in matters relating to their Judicature) 
#:naca to the Interruption of the good correſpondency be- 
tween the two Houſes, 

The firlt thing the Commons did on Saturday morn- 
ing,was the Reading of an Addreſs to the King for the 
raiſing of the Militia of Zonden, Weſtminſter, the 
Tower Hamlets, and Counties of Middleſex and Sur- 
rey, for the ſecurity of his Majeſties Perſon at the 
Tryal of the Popiſh Lords, by reaſon of the Great Re- 
ſort of the Feſurts, Popiſh Prieſts and other Popiſh Recu- 
ſants at that time in contempt of his Majeſties Laws 
and Royal Proclamation ; to which they deſired the 
Concurrence of the Lords, to which they unani- 
mouſlly agreed. 


The E. of Danby ſending a Petition to the Lords, 


| that his Counſel durſt not appear to defend his caſe by reA- 


ſon of the Vote of the Commons ; the Lords at a Confe- 
rence deſired to know if there were any ſuch Vote, 
to which the Commons would not anſwer. 

Sir Kobert Howard acquainting them, there had 
been paid from our Zaay-day 1676, to the 20th, of 
March 1679, the Sum of 252467 /b. 1 5. 94. for Se- 
cret Services: They ordered that Mr. Charles Bertie 
ſhould be taken into Cuſtody of the Sergeant at Carmes at- 


tending their Houſe, 


And in the Next place they ordered, that all the 
Members that were of the Long Robe of their houſe ſhould 
prepare themſelves with Reaſons againſt the pardon plead- 
ea by the E, of Danby. Which was very neceſſary 
now that no body durlt defend it. 


90 the Lords Ordered the E. to be returned to the 
Toyerin latety, On 
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On $S»nday the Lords agreed to the demand of the May 11. 


Commons for the appointing a Committee of both 
Houles to ſtate the Preliminaries of the tryals to be 
had, to meet the next day, 

And then the Commons proceeded to Vote; that 
4 Bill be brought in to diſable the Dake of York to inherit 
the Imperial Crown of this Realm, and appointed a Com- 
mittee to draw the ſame. 

Which was 1n purſuance of their former Vote, on 
Sunday the 27th of April, Though the Lords who 
had been twiſe deſired to concur in that vote, had 
given no anſwer to it. Out of an apprehenſion per- 
haps that his Majeſties Life might be indangered upon 
this Vote, they reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That in defence of the Kings perſon and the Proteſtant 
Religion, this houſe doth declare, that they will ſtand by 
his Majeſty with their Lives and Fortunes ; and that if 
his Majeſty ſhould come by any violent death (which God 
forbid) that they will revenge it to the ntmoſt upon the 
Papiſts, 

As if it had been impoſſible his Majeſty ſhould be 
murthered by any other then a Papiſt z or that it had 
been any conſolation to his Majeſty to have known 
that his death ſhould have been revenged to the ut- 
moſt on them who ever had been the cauſe or pro- 
curers of it. | 

This prov'd the occaſion of breaking all the fol- 
lowing Parliaments to this day, and thereby to ſe- 
cure the Popiſh Lords in the Tower from Tryal, 
and to prevent all the excellent Laws that were then 
under conſideration againſt Popery, from ever being 
brought to pals. And finally, it prov'd an obſtacle of 
union between the King and the Houſes, to the 
great advantage of our Enemies at home and a- 
broad ; to the great hazard of the Nation: and more 

H 2 eſpecially 


May 14. 


9% 


; (32) 


eſpecially of the Proteſtant Religion. which. was pre- 
tended to be ſecured by it. 

I ſhall ſay more of this. Vote and the former here- 
after, when the effects of them will appear better then 
they did at firſt. | 

On Wedneſday his Majeſty ſent another Meſſage to 
the Commons to put them again in mind of the 
Fleet, and let them know he would acquit him- 
{elf of the evil conſequences , which the want of a 
Fleet in ſuch a jun&ure might produce; and that 
the entering. upon it, could be no hinderance to the 
other great affairs on their hands, but rather a Secu- 
rity in the diſpatch thereof. 

Upon which, a debate ariſing, they adjourn'd the 
Conlideration of this Meſſage till 2onday Sennight 
after: which had the appearance of a denial. 

On Thurſday there arole a Controverly betwixt the 
two Houſes about the Biſhops ;. for the Lords ha- 
ving Voted that the Lords Spiritual have a right to ftay, 
and ſit in Court till the Court proceed to the Vote of Guil- 
ty or not guilty, The Commons oppoſed it, and ſaid, 
that the Lords Spiritual ought not to. have any Vote in.a 
proceedings upon impeachments againſt the Lords in the 
Tower ; involving the E. of Dazxby's. caſe, with the 
other Lords, though it was vaſtly difterent. And 
indeed from hence aroſe this conteſt, the Commons 
imagining that the Bifhops would be for the validity 
of his pardon, and ſo make a major Vote in that 
Houſe ;. and therefore as they had deprived him. of 
his Counſel before, ſo. now the buſineſs was to out 
the moſt fayourable part ( as-they thought ) of his 
Judges, | 

The ſame day the Bill zo difinherit the D. of York, 
was read the firſt time, and Ordered.a ſecond read- 
Ing. 

On 
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On Saturday a Vote of the Houſe of Lords was read May 17. 


in the Houſe of Commons. 
' 16 May, 1679. 

Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled that Thurſday next be appointed 
to begin the Tryals of the five Lords in the Tower, 
(viz.) the E. of Powts, &c. 

After which. reſolution, the Lords Spiritual asked 
the leave of that houſe, that they might withdraw them- 
ſelves from the Tryals of the ſaid Lords, with the Li- 
berty of entring their uſual Proteſtations. 

Upon which the Commons Reſolved, 

That it be guven as an inſtruction to their Com- 
mittee to inſiſt upon the former Vote of this Houſe, 
That the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any vote in any 
Proceedings againſt the Lords in the Tower: and when 
that matter ſhall be ſetled (as they pleaſe, for the Lords 
had ſetled it) and the method of proceedings adjuſted, 
this Houſe ſhall then be ready to A upon the 
Tryal of the E. of Dazby, againſt whom the Houſe 
hath already demanded judgment : and afterwards to 
the Tryal of the other five Lords in the Toyeer. 

So here was the two Houles in their Votes point 
blank againſt one another. 

I ſhall here take notice of ſome Arguments that pal- 
ſed betwixt the Lords and the Commons as they are 
expreſſed in the Lords Journal. 

On Tueſday the 13th of May, The Commons delired 
to know concerning the Biſhops being preſent at the 
Tryals of the Lords impeached, to which the Lords 
made this Anſwer. 

That it belonged not to the: Commons to be con+ 
cerned in the Conftituting parts .of the Court, upon 
ſuch Tryals; but that the judgment. of. this marter. 


belongs entirely to the Lords, and when they have 
adjudged 
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adjudged it, the Commons cannot alter it, and there- 
fore ſhould not debate it. Upon which the Commons 
acknowledged, that Judgment after Tryal is in the 
Lords, but their Lordſhips are not to give judgment, 
unleſs the Commons demand it, and that rhe Com- 
mons deſire to know whether the Lords wall proceed 
in theſe Tryals, as their Lord(hips did aaciently ; for 
if the Biſhops ſhould fit upon thele Tryals, they ſhould 
not demand Judgment, but being diſſatisfied with 
their being there, and it may be the Commons may 
proceed by Bill. To which the Lords made Anſwer, 
that afcer the Evidence 1s fully heard, they are bound 
to give judgment of Condemnation or Acquittal , 
but this being a matter of Judicature, the Lords de- 
clared, that they. would impole ſilence upon them- 
ſelves, and debate it no further. The Commons fur- 
ther deſired to know whether the Biſhops ſhould be 
allowed- to vote upon the Validity of the pardon of 
the E. of Daxby, which they account no Preliminary 
but the very ace of the Tryal. 

On Thurſday the Votes I have mentioned before be- 
ing corgmunicated by the Lords to the Commons, 
the Commons anſwered, That if the pardon of the E. 
of Danby infer Life and Death, it is the ſame with Guil- 
ty or not Guilty , and deſired again to know whether the 
Lords Spiritual ſhould Vote upon the E, of D, Pardon, in 
anſ[wer to which, the Lords ſaid they had zo InſtrutFions 
in that point, but would acquaint the Houſe with it, 

On Friday the Commons 1inlifted,, that the. Lords 
Spiritual ought not to have any Vote in any of the proceed- 
ings upon the impeachments againſt the Lords in the Tower, 
and the Commons declared that they knew not how to 
proceed in Capital matters, before 4 new Conrt, to which 
the Lords would not reply, | 
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So the Lords voted, that Thurſday next ſhould be 
appointed to begin the Tryals of the froe Popiſh Loras, 

After which the Lords Spiritual defired leave of 
the Houſe that. they might witharaw themſelves from 
the Tryals of the ſaid Lords, with the liberty of entering 
their uſual Proteftations; as I have formerly faid. 

And it was Ordered that the Reſolution of the 
Lords Houſe and the deſire of the Lords Spiritual 
ſhould be communicated to the Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons the next Morning. 

This being ſo done, the Commons inſiſted, that 
their Vote extended to the E, of Danby as well as the five 
Lords, whereas the Lords Vote relate only to the five Lords, 
and therefore they deſired to know-what anſwer the Lords 
would give as to the E, of Danby, they farther objected, 
that they conceived, that th:ir vete was as to the Right of 
the thing, and that the Biſhops have no right to be at any 
Vote in any capital caſes, 

And they conceived the E, of Ds. tobe a Capital caſe, 
as well as the caſes of the other five Lords , and that if 
the Biſhops may have leave to withdraw, it implies a right. 
which if they have, it is a new Court which the Commons 
cannot aamit of, 

The: Lords reply'd there i no day yet appointed for 
the tryal of the-E: of D. and that the Lords Spiritual will 
be abfent' at all the parts of | the Tryals of the five Lojac, 
and that the Proteſtations they now deſire to enter, will be 
the ſame 45 in the Earl of Strafford?s cafe. | | 

Then the Commons (aid they comtd not proceed to 
treat of - any other Propoſals; till ſuch time as the buſi- 
neſs about the Court be ſetled, ' © y 

On Muday the 19thof May the Commons further 
inſiſted that the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any 
Vote in the proceeding againſt the Lords in the Tower, and 
when that matter ſhall be ſetled, and the Method of ' pres 
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ceedings adjufted their Houſe would be then ready to pro- 


ceed upon the Tryal of” the Pardon of the E. of Danby, 4- 
gainſt whom the Commons had already demanded Judg: 
in the 


ment, and afterwards to the tryal of the five Lords 
Tower. | 

Upon which the Lords told them they had no U- 
thority to debate this Matter. 

Note that the tryal of the E. of D. was render'd 
impoſſible, by Voting no Commoner of-Eng/and ſhould 
be of Gounlel with him, or defend the validity of 
his pardon, 2/y, That all this conteſt about the Biſhops 
was only in relation to the EarPs caſe. 3y, That they 
inſinuate they would proceed by Bill, all which were 
Declarations they meant to force the Lords as much 
as in them lay to condemn the E. one way or an- 
other, as the Long Parliament forced his Majeſties 
Father, and the Houſe of Lords againſt their declared 
judgments, to condemn the E, of Strafforda, But 
to go 0n. | 

** The Commons then further ſaid that the Lords 
©< reſolution which was offered, was no anſwer to 
* their propoſition ; which comprehended the E. of 
* D.as well as the five Lords: beſides the Lords an- 
& {wer was doubtful, for it appears that the Biſhops 
© asked leave to be abſent, but it appeared not that 
© it was granted, then conſequently the Biſhops muſt 
«fit in Courtat the Tryals, that the Commons con- 
©« ceived that the Biſhops abſenting themſelves by way 
*of Leave, 1s a ſtrong implication of a right aſſert- 
©ed, which they.cannot allow, can ever be. main- 
tained (yet thu they were told, let it imply what it will) 
was allowed them in the caſe of the E. of Szraffors 
in Parliament by a houſe of Commons that were no 
great Friends to Biſhops, and why could not the 
Commons now be contented with what was get 16 

then 
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then and at all other times? and (the Commons) 
did think (they ſaid ) there was the ſame reaſon for the 
Biſhops being abſent from the Tryal, upon the par- 
don, as from the tryal of the other five Lords, and 
that the naming of a day for the tryal of the five 
Lords, before the tryal of the pardon of the E. of 
Danby, againſt whom the Commons had already de- 
manded Judgment, as the putting that laſt which they 
deſired ſhould be firſt. 

To. which the Lords told them, they were not im- 
powered to debate, bnt would impart theſe Matters to the 
Houſe. 

The Commons hereupon replied, they were ready 
to go 0n, and that for want of theſe trials all publick bu- 
fineſs ſtood ſtill, but the Lords ſeem'd to lay the ſtop 
at the Commons door, by naming a day, which they 
conceived ought not to have been appointed, before 
the Methods were conlidered, for the Lords had not 
anſwered the Commons in matter of Right, (which 
never was, nor it may be will be anſwered) which 
was neceſſary firſt to be adjuſted, and they deſired 
their reſolution as to that matter , for they conceived 
they (the Biſhops) had no right (which whether they 
had or na, there was no more xeceſſity of actermining it 
they, then heretofore) and the Lords might as well 
make the Judges part of their Court, as the Biſhops 
in this point 3 As they ſaid. 

And they ſaid, the Commons would give no diſtur- 
bance to the CAncient judicature, for they own'a that to 
be ſacred, and they conceived they had a right to know be- 
fore what Court they ſhall appear, and they hoped the Lords 
would conſider of their having appointed . a day, before the 
Hethoas,were conſidered, and wonld give them leave to 
wonder at it, 

It is as likely the Lords took leave all this time to 

I wonder 
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wonder at the Commons too z and it is likely poſ- 
terity will wonder that all this Controverſy ſhould 
be banded thus, when it was thought to have been 
full time at leaſt, to have been trying the five Lords, 
and diſpatching the Bills againſt Popery, 

- On Tueſday the 25thof May the Lords having a- 
gain conſidered of all this, in a Committee of the 
whole Houle, gave further day for the Tryal'of the 
five Lords till that day ſennight. 

"The ſame day, the Commons read the Bill for free- 
ing the City of London, and parts adjacent , from Po- 
piſh Inhabitants, with the Amendments the third 
time; and having added two clauſes, return'd it to 
the Lords from whom it came. 

The Bill for d:ſablirg the D., of York to inherit the 
imperial Crown of this Realm, being read the ſecond 
time, and the queſtion put whether it ſhould be 
committed, the Houſe divided, and there were for 
rhe 

Teas — 207, 
Noes — 128. 

And ſo it was reſolved in the affirmative. And 
the Bill was committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houle, which was to fit the Friday following. 

On 1hwrſaay the 22thof May, John Wilſon and Roger 
Beckwith Elquires, the two Yorkſhire Juſtices of the 
peace, who were lent for into cuſtody, for ſaying 
this was no Parliament ; exhibited in che Houſe a 
Petition under the Hands of Eight Juſtices of the 
peace of the North Riding of the County of York : 
certifying that they were all preſent at the Seſſions at 
Thirske the firlt of May 2679, when Jobn Wilſon Elq; 
being deſired to give his opinion whether the At for 
Settlement of the poor of the 14 of Car. 2, which 
was to-continue to the.end of the firſt Seſſion of the 


next 


(39) 


next Parliament was ſtill in force ; to which he an- 
ſwered, it was doubtful, in regard they had not yet 
made any A, and is not a Parliament in Law, be- 
cauſe no Record remains of it, to which it ſeems the 
other aſlented, and all the faid Juſtices certify that 
neither of them did then ſpeak any words derogatory 
to the Parliament, 

Now this doubt did ariſe by reaſon of the proro- 
gation in the beginning of this Parliament before the 
_ was cholen ; which ſeemed to make a Sel- 

ON. 

Hereupon the Commons Ordered that they ſhould 
be diſcharged, paying their fees. 

But who ſhould make theſe Gentlemen any Re- 
compence for the trouble, charge, and injury they 
had ſuſtained by this impriſonment, was a matter 
they were not then at leiſure to conſider.But in the in- 
terval of a Parliament, it may be worth their while to 
look into the authorities that enabled them to impriſon 
their fellow Subjects upon a bare, and it may be falſe 
and malicious Suggeſtion, who are no members of 
their houſe, Burt if they ſhall'not be pleas'd to con- 
{ſider of it themſelves, the reſt of the Gentry will, 
and take other Meaſures perhaps for the future ; 
in regard that no man is ſecure of his Liberty in 
time of Parliament at this boundleſs rate of Privi- 
ledge. 

On Friday 23 of May 1679, the Houle being 1n- 
formed that Sir Stephen Fox had paid ſeveral Sums 
of Money to ſome of the Members of the laſt Par- 
liament, and that he had books of Accounts to e- - 
vidence the ſame: firſt they ordered, 

- That he. ſhould be immediately ſent for to attend the 
Houſe, and to bring with him all the Books ana Papers 
of Accounts of any moneys he has paid to any Members 
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of the laſt Parliament, And preſently again 

Ordered, 

That Sir $.F,do forthwith produce to this Houſe his Leiger 
Book, Caſh Book and Journal ; and his Receipts for money by 
him paid for ſecret Services, and that he be injoywed not 
to goout of the Company of the Members (they ſent with 
him ) before they return to the Houſe, 

Ordered again, 

That no Members depart the Service of the Houſe un- 
til Sir $, F. and the other Members return, 

Ordered again, 

| That Sir F, Winninzton ao to mor1owv mirning make 4 
report of the informations given to the Committee of Se- 
creſy, touching Money patd for Secret Services to the mem- 
bers of the laſt Parliament, 

Ordered again, 

That Sir 8, Fox do pon his Memory, name tothe Houſe 
ſuch Members of the laſt Parliament, as he paid any mo- 
ney to for Secret Service, 

There is no Entry of tne Perſons by them named, 
but many Liſts of them in writing were prelently 
ipread about the Nation, ſome of which had more 
Naines, and others fewer, according to the affe&ion 
of the Tranſcribers, and ſo the Honour of many an 
hone{t Gentleman, was under-hand blaſted ; with 
the people eſpecially, there being no way left to rectify 
this fallehood , bur by repairing to Sir Stephen Fox 
tor a Certificate, and that would not have. been belie- 
ved neither by their Enemies, whillt their friends did 
not need It, 

AsI recommended one conlideration before to our 
Parliament men, relating. to our Liberties, ſo they 
may be plealed to-take another. along with them- for 
our honours, for it ſeems if a man be impriſoned or 
zcculed- by the. Order of the. Commons in Parlia- 
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ment, though never ſo wrongfully , he ſhall hardly 
obtain anyrelief; and therefore great care ought to 
be taken not to precipitate matters of this Conle- 
quence. Now Sir Stephez Fox might poſſibly have 
given a better account next morning in Writing, then 
thus haſtily upon his memory, and there the Gentle- 
men accuſed, might have been heard what they could 
ſay for themlelves, before they had been detamed to 
the whole Nation, and after that an exa& account 
might have been given in Print, without leaving it 
to the Liberty of every man to add and diminiſh as 
he pleaſed. Such inconveniences as thele, will ever 
follow haſty Counſels, which therefore ought to be 
avoided ; it they be not, the injury will at one time 
or another be repay'd with Interett. 

To conclude this matter, as there was never any 
Law to prohibit Parliament-men from taking the 11- 
berality of our Princes in time of Parliament, fo 
there was the greater reaſon for itin this Parliament, 
which laſted roo long, to. the Ruine of many Gen- 
tlemen of ſmall eſtate, who were Members of it, the 
cultom of taking Wages being then wholly laid a- 
ſides and as this tended ro make them odious to the 
People, fo it retleted upon his Majeſty : and there- 
fore ought to have been purſued with great Tender- 
neſs, and care allo ought to have been taken for the 
time to come, by allowing better Wages, and making 
it duely paid ; without which, this thing will never 
be prevented. | 

All which is ſaid'not to- accule Sir Stephez Fox or 
the Gentlemen that were acculed by him, but to ſhow 
what injuries may and will happen, as oftea. as that 
great Body acts with-too much warmth, and how ditH- 
Cult it is to redreſs what might eaſily enough have been 
prevented, which I-defire. may end in the honour of Par- 

| laments, 
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liaments, by making them Act with all poſſible reſer- 
vedneſs and caution for the ſuture. | 

On Saturday, May the 24th, the Commons ordered 
an Anſwer to be return'd to the laſt Meſſage of the 
houſe of Peers, touching the Appointment of 7 xeſday 
the 27th of May, for the Tryal of the five Lords in 
the Tower, with reaſons why they could not proceed 
to the Tryal of thoſe five Lords, before judgment 
given upon the E. of D's. plea of his Pardon, and the 
point of the Biſhops not Mar, in any proceedings, 
upon impeachments for Capital offences wereſetled, 
and the methods of Proceedings adjuſted, and that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to draw up theſe 
realons. | 

A Petition being exhibited the ſame day to the 
Commons by Sir Thomas Hare, John Trinham Elq; 
and others on the behalf of themſelves, and the ma- 
jor part of the Freeholders of the County of Norfolk. 
Complaining of ſeveral rude and illegal practiſes, in 
Electing and Returning Sir TJobn Hobart to ſerve in 
that Parliament, as Knight of the Shire for the ſaid 
County of Norfolk ; and the Petitioners having in 
their Petition fet forth, that by reaſon of Printing 
and Publiſhing of the Reſolves and Orders of the 
Houſe, the Free-holders of the ſaid County, were af- 
frighted and terrified. 

And a Motion being made that the ſaid Petition 
might be rejefted, the lame was upon the queſtion re- 
jected. 

Sir Francis Winninzton reported from the Committee 
of Secrecy, ſeveral Informations of Meoneys paid for 
Secret Service tothe Members of the laſt Parliament. 

Whereupon they Ordered, that re Mr. Knight,end 
$ir Richard Wiſeman, ſhould be immediately ſent for to 
attend the Houſe, Aud that the Speaker ſhould Iſſue -w 

is 
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his Warrant, for the ſummoning of ſuch Witneſſes as ſhould 
be Named to him, by any Member of their Houſe, touch- 
ing Moneys patd for Secret Service, 

' And then Adjourned the Debate of that affair till 
Tueſday Morning following ; when his Majeſty pur 
an end to this and all their other proceedings. 

On Manaay the 26th of May, the Commons drew 
up reaſons why they could nor proceed to the Tryal 
of the five impeach'd Popiſh Lords, till they had 
their demands in relation to the E. of Dazby, and the 
Biſhops z which are too long to be here inſerted, not 
without ſome ſeeming reflexions upon the Proceed- 
ings of the Honle of Peers, 

But I need nor interpoſe betwixt them, the Lords 
are better able to Juſtify and Vindicate their Caule a- 
gainſt the Commons then Iam, and it is fit I ſhould 
leave it to them, 

Yet I cannot but take notice, they never gave any 
reaſon for their Vote of the 9th of May , That no Com- 
moner whatſoever ſhould preſume to maintain the Validit 
of” the Pardon pleaded by the E, of D. without the leave 
of their Houſe firſt had and obtained, and that the Perſons 
ſo doing, ſhould be accounted betrayers of the Liberties of 
England. By which Vote it became impoflible for the 
Lords todo the E. Juſtice , for his Plea being matter 
of Law and not of Fact, by the Law of the Land, he 
ought to have Counlel aſſigned him by the Lords, 
without the Interpoſition of the Commons, the Lords 
being his Judges, and the Commons his Acculers, 
and by conſequence his Enemies. And it ſeems con- 
trary to the Rules of Natural and Eternal Equity, that 
a mar; ſhould have no means to defend his life, but 
what his Accuſers will allow him: and I believe 
they themſelves would never have ſubmitted to this. 
Now Counſel he could have none if they were not 

Com- 
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Commoners (as they that madethat Vote will I ſup- 
pole allow,) all the Peers being his Judges, and {6 
torecloſed from being of Counlel for bim. And with- 
out Counſel, the Lords neither could nor ought to pro- 
ceed againſt him, therefore the Commons had made it 
legally impoſſible to try the E. till that Vote were re- 
call'd, and this I take to be the true reaſon why their 
Lordſhips Ordered the Tryals of the five Lords before 
his, which they did after this Vote, for before that 
time they were willing to have tryed him firſt, as ap- 
pears by their Journal. 

2ly, The Commons give no reaſon why the Biſhops 
ſhould not be allowed to withdraw upon leave,as they 
anciently wyſed to do, for they do not deny, that 
anciently they uſe to withdraw upon Leave, though 
the Lords urged that, nor produce one inſtance, where 
they were excluded, but upon Leave, and with pro- 
teſtations entered. And therefore there ſeemed to be 
much Reaſon why the Lords ſhould ſtick to their own 
Vote, and refuſe to gratify the Commons in this 
point, to the dammag2 of the Biſhops. 

319. The Commons proceeded a little myſteriouſly 
with the Lords, under a general term of the Lords in 
the Tower, including the E. of D. by that term, 
tho his Caſe was vaſtly different, both 1n matter of 
Fa, and the manner of. the Tryal. For the Lords 
yielded at the firſt, that the Biſhops ought to with- 
draw from theTryal of the five Popiſh Lords,and there- 
fore that point ought to have been no further inſiſted 
on , yet ſtill the Commons urged that the Biſhops ought 
ot tobe preſent at the Tryal of the Lords inthe Tower, 
including the E. of D. in thoſe general Terms, as be- 
fore; which ſeemed liker a diſpute at the Bar, then a 
Treaty betwixt two Committees of the Houles for an 
Accommodation. | 

Now 
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Now that the E. of Danby's caſe was vaſtly diffe- 
rent from that of the five Lords appears from hence. 
I, There is nothing charged upon the E, that is trea- 
{on within the Statute of the 257k of Ea, 3. c. 2, nor 
any other Statute that was ever alledged, and fo ir 
mult have been debated upon the Tryal whether the 
Crimes were Treaſon or no, ſuppoſing the matter of 
Fa@ had been proved or granted, and of this the Bi- 
ſhops are Judges, as well as the Temporal Lords, and 
have ever had their Vote 1n all thoſe Statutes that 
have made or declared what was, and what was not 
Treaſon, and particularly in the Statute above cited, 
which is the great and ſtanding rule, and fo oughr 
not to be excluded here, but in the caſe of the five 
Lords it was otherwile, for their Treaſons were appa- 
rently within the ſaid Statute, if prov'd true, 2/y, The 
E's.plea was a meer Law point, viz, whether the Par- 
don was Valid or not, and the Biſhops are Judges 
with the Lords Temporal in all points of Law brought 
before that Houſe. 3/y. Though the Commons in- 
ſiſted that the Event was the ſame as upon Gailty or 
not Guilty, Yet this may be queſtioned, for it ſeems 
juſt, that if the Pardon had been over-ruled, the E. 
ſhould have ſtill been in the {ame cale, as if it had not 
been granted, and'ſo have been, tryed again upon the 
impeachment, and then might have demurr'd to the 
point in Law, whether the Crimes charged were 
Treaſon or no, before he had been condemned, and 
ia this point perhaps, the Biſhops had been Judges ; 
and when both theſe points had been heard and 0- 
ver-ruled, then that the matter of fa&t ſhould have 
been tryed upon the Plea of Guilty or not Guilty, and 
then the Biſhops ſhould have been abſent. And per- 
haps the Commons will find that the Earls reſoluti- 
on of abiding by his pardon will amount to no more 

rien 


(46) 

then this, when ever he be tryed, at leaſt it ſeems 
reaſonable it ſhould not. For there 15 no reaſon a man 
ſhould be hanged, becauſe the Attorney General mi(- 
took in drawing his Pardon, or he in the manner of 
ſuing it out, without a Tryal. If it be ſaid that Cox- 
ſenſus tollit Errorem, I anſwer, No man can conſent to 
his own deſtruction, ſo as to forecloſe him of all 
lawful means of ſaving his Lite. If it be objeed 
that this is too tedious a way of proceeding, [I 
anſwer in the words of the Heathen, de morte hominis 
nulla eſt cunttatio Loxga , it being ealy to cut off a mans 
Head, and impoſſible to reſtore him to life, good con- 
ſideration ought to be taken before it be done. 

It may be {ome will be ready to lay a Fools bolt is 
ſoon ſhot, and though this is true, yet, I know no rea- 
fon why I may not ſpeak my judgment as well as 0- 
thers: and if I be adjudged an enemy of the Com- 
mons of Ergland for my pains, I cannot help it, only 
I have not medled with the Validity of the pardon in 
all this, nor I think never will, and fo I have not of- 
fended againſt that Vote. 

The Concluſion I ſhall draw from hence tis, that 
the Lords had reaſon to put the Tryal of the five Po- 
piſh Lords firſt, and that the Commons neceſſitated 
them (ov to do, by that Extraordinary Vote, by ſtarting 
a new Controverly about the Juriſdiction of the Bi- 
hops in all Capital cauſes ; and by refuſing them 11- 
berty to do as they always had done before, that is to 
withdraw upon Leave, with the uſual proteſta- 
tions entered ; all which things were not preſently 
to be given up, nor could ſuddenly be determined. 

The reſt of that day was ſpent in two Conferen- 
ces, the one concerning the Habeas Corpus Act, and 
the other about the Tryals, in which the Long rea- 
lons I mentioned were delivered. 


On 
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On Tueſday the 29th of May, The Habeas Corpus 
Bill was agreed at a Conference betwixt the two 
Houſes. 

Then a Meſlage was ſent by the Lords to the Com- 
mons to acquaint them that his Majeſty was coming 
in his Robes, who accordingly ſent for the Commons, 
and having palled , 

1. An AC for the reingroſſing the Records of Fines, 
burnt or loft in the late Fire in the Temple : 

2. An Act for the better ſecuring of the Liberty of the 
Subject , and for preventing impriſonment beyond Seas. 
Which is that I call the- Habeas Corprs Act for ſhort- 
nels. Which were all that had been got ready for 
his Royal aſſent 1a this Seſſion of Parltiment : 


His Majeſty made a ſhort Speech to this effect, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


W | Was in good hopes that this Sefſion would have 
* produced great good to the Kingdom, and that 
* you would have gone on unanimouſly, for the good 
«thereof ; but to my great grief, -I ſee that there are 
« ſuch differences between the two Houſes, that I 
« am afraid very ill efftets will come of them. I know 
« but one way of Remedy for the preſent, aſſuring 
« you, that in the mean time I ſhall ſhew my ſincerity 
« with the ſame Zeal I met you here, and therefore 
© my Lord Chancellor I command you to do as I have 
* Ordered you. 
W ho immediately Prorogued both Houſes to the 
14th day of <Anuguſt following, 
The news of this Prorogation of the Parliament, 
was no ſooner ſpread about the Nation, but the cry 
was taken up by the zealous Impoſtors, that it was 
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done of purpoſe to hinder the Tryal of the Popiſh 
Lords : for as for the E. of D. the People were gene- 
rally unconcern'd what came of him. And dreadful Sto- 
ries were told in Coffee- houſes, Ale-houſes, Taverns, 
and Meeting houſes of the danger of Popery, and 
what great tavourers they had at Court, not ſparing 
his Majeſty. 

But this was not all, the Act for Regulatin: Print- 
ing, expiring with this Sefton, of which no care 
was taken, notwithſtanding his Majeſty recommen- 
ded it fo ſeriouſly to the Parliament by the Lord 
Chancellour, at the opening: of it. The Nation be- 
came preſently ſo peſtred with a (warm of Lying, 
Seditious treaſonable and ſcandalous Pamphlets, Pa- 
pers and Pictures, that a man would have thought 
Hell had been broken looſe. His Majeſty, the Church, 
the Government, were reprelented every day by 
them in the moſt odious manner that ſpite, falſehood, 
and malice could invent ; to beget a diſaffeion 
1n the people to the Government, and to involve us 
in another Rebellion, And. if any man preſumed to 
Defend them , he was preſently a Papiſt in Maſque- 
rade, a Tory or Tantivy man, and very often threat- 
n2d with the Parliament. All which was done with- 
out doubt out of as pure kindnels to his Majeſty, and 
ro beget honour to the Government, and tended as 
apparently to the Intereſt and Safety of the Proteſtant 
Religion, as the Jews Crys of Crucify him, Crucify 
him, did to the delivery of our Saviour out of the 
hands of Pilate. 
| There was an Accident that began in this Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament , and received its occaſional be- 
ing from ſome Diſtemper'd Spirits. In Mareh 1679, 
there was a Speech (aid to be made in the Houle of 
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Lords by a certain * Earl, and by the Diſlenters and 
Commonwealth Party ſpread about the 6a WE-TY 

three Kingdoms with a mighty Zeal, Me ome fy ys 
which 10 Scotland was followed with the tial account of ns 2s 
uſual effects of ſuch like Speeches, and in. markable Proceedings in 
regard that it may adminiſter much con- aca. ap oo 
ſolation to that Party to read it over again MEAL 
that were ſo well pleaſed with it betore, I will re- 


print it here word for word. 
My Loras, 


© You are appointing of the State of Emz/and to be 
*taken up in a Committee of the whole Houle, ſome 
*day next week. I do not know how well what I have 
*to (ay may be received, for I never ſtudy either 
*to make my Court well or to be popular; I always 
' ſpeak what I am commanded by the Didates of the 
© Spirit within me. 

© There are ſome Conſiderations that concern Enz- 
©/and {0 neerly that without them you will come far 
*ſhort of ſafety and quiet at home: We have a little 
<Silter, and (he hath no Breaſts , what ſhall we do for 
*0ur Siſter in the day when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for ? 
<It ſhe be a wal! we will build on her a palace of ſil- 
yer, if ſhe be a door, we will encloſe her with boards 
* of Cedar, We have ſeveral Little Siſters without 
© Breaſts, the Frexch Proteſtant Churches , the two 
© Kingdoms of Jrel/axd and Scotland ; the Foreign Pro- 
* teſtants are a Wall, the only Wall and defence to Exz- 
© land, upon it you may build Palaces of Silver, Glori- 
© ous Palaces. The prote&tion of the Proteſtants a- 
* broad, is the greateſt power and ({ecurity the Crown 
*of England Can attain to, and which can only help 


* us to give check to the growing greatnels of Frazce. 
© Scotland 
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© Scotland and Ireland, are two doors, either to let in 
* good or miſchief upon us ; they are much weakened 
* by the Artifice of our cunning Enemies, and we ought 
*to Inclole them with Boards of Cedar, 

* Popery and Slavery, like two Siſters, go hand in 
© hand, ſometimes one goes firſt, ſometimes the other, 
<1in at doors, but the other is always following cloſe 
©at hand, 

© In England Popery was to have brought in Sla- 
© very, in Scotland Slavery went before, and Popery 
© was to follow. 

*I donot think your Lordſhips or the Parliament 
* have Jurisdiction there, it isan Ancient Kingdom ; 
* they have an l1lluſtrious Nobility, a Gallant Gentry, 
*a Learned Clergy, and an underſtanding worthy 
© People : but yet we cannot think of England as we 
* ought, without refle&ting on the condition they are 
©in. They are under the ſame Prince, and the influ- 
©ence of the ſame Favourites and Councils ; when 
© they are hardly dealt with, can we that are the 
© Richer expect better ulage ? for *cis certain,that in all 
* Ablolute Governments, the pooreſt Countries are 
* always molt favourably dealt with. 

* When the Ancient Nobility and Gentry there, 
*cannot enjoy their Royalties, their Shreivaldoms , 
*and their Stewardaries, which they and their An- 
© ceſtors have poſleſſed for ſeveral Hundreds of years ; 
© but that now they are enjoyned by the Lords of the 
* Council, to make deputations of their Authorities, 
©to ſuch as are their known Enemies, 

* Can we expect to enjoy our Magna Charta long, 
* under the ſame Perſons and Adminiſtration of at- 
* fairs ? If the Council Table there can impriſon any 
© Noble-man or Gentleman for (everal years, without 


* bringing him to Tryal, or giving the leaſt reaſon for 
* what 
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«what they do; can we expect the ſame men will 
© preſerve the Liberty of the Subject here * 

<1 will acknowledge I am nor well vers'd in the 
© particular Laws of Scotland ; but this I do know, 
*that all the Northern Countreys have by their 
*Laws, an undoubted and inviolable Right to their 
© Liberties and Properties z yet Scot/and hath outdone 
*all the Eaſtern and Southern Countreys, in having 
* their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates ſubjected to the 
© Arbitrary will and pleaſure of them that Govern. 
© They have lately plundered and haraſſed the Richeſt 
©and Wealthieſt Countries of that Kingdom, and 
© brought down the Barbarous Hi2hlanders to devour 
*them, and all this without a moſt colourable pre- 
©rence to doit. Nor can there be found a reaſon of 
State for what they have done, but that thole wick- 
*ed Minilters deligned to procure a Rebellion at 
Fany rate; which as they managed, was only pre- 
«vented by the miraculous hand of God, or other- 
$ wiſe all the Papiſts in Ezz/aud would have been 
armed, and the faireſt opportunity given in the juſt 
f time for the execution of that wicked and bloody de- 
*(1gn the Papiſts had 3 and it 1s not poſſible for any 
* nan thatduly confiders it, to think other, but that 
* thoſe Miniſters that acted that, were as guilty of 
* the Plot, as any of the Lords that are in queſtion 
* for it. 

* My Lords, I am forced to ſpeak this the plainer, 
* becauſe till the preſſure be fully and clearly taken off 
from Scotland, 'tis not poſſible for me or any think- 
*1ng man to believe that good is meant us here. 

*We muſt ſtill be upon our guard, apprehending 
*that the Principle is not changed at Courr, and that 
* theſe men that are ſtill in place and Authority, have 
*that znfluence upon the Mind of our excellent 
Dt Prince 
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© Prince, that he is not, nor cannot be that to us, 
* that his own Nature and Goodneſs would incline 
*him to. . 

*I kaow your Lordſhips can order nothing in this, 
* but there are thoſe that hear me, can put a perfect 
*cure toit ; until that be done, the Scotch Weed is like 
© Death in the Pot. Adecrs 72 Olla, But there is ſome- 
© thing too, now Iconſider, that moſt immediately 
*concerns us ; their A of Twenty two Thouſand 
*men to be ready to invade us upon all occaſions, 
* This I hear, that the Lords of the Council there, 
© have treated as they do all other Laws, and ex- 
* pounded it into a Standing Army of fix thouſard 
* men. I am ſure we have reaſon and right to be- 
*ſeech the King that that Act may be better conſli- 
* dered in the next Parliament there. I ſhall ſay no 
* more for Scotland at this time, I am afraid your 
* Lordſhips will think I have ſaid too much, having 
©no concern there. But if a French Noble-man , 
* ſhould come to dwell in my Houſe and Family, I 
* ſhould think it concerned me to ask what he did 
'in France, for if he were there a Felon, a Rogue, 
* a Plunderer, I ſhould deſire him to live e!lſe-where 
©and I hope your Lordſhips will do the ſame thing 
© for the Nation, if you find the ſame caule. 

©MyLords give me leave to ſpeak two or three words 
*concerning our other Silter zre/and, thither I hear 
© is ſent Douglas's Regiment, to ſecure us againlt the 
« French, Belides I am credibly informed, that the 
© Papiſts have their Arms reſtored, and the Prote-: 
© {tants are not many of them yet recovered from be- 
<1ng the ſuſpected Party, the Sea-Towns as well as 
© the Inland, are full of Papiſts : that Kingdom can- 
© not long continue in the Exgliſh hands, it ſome bet- 
©ter care be not taken of it, This 1s in your Por, 
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*and there is nothing there, but is under your Laws, 
<therefore I beg that this Kingdom at leaſt may be 
«taken in conſideration, together with the State of - 
\ © Exgland: for I am ſure there can be no ſafety here, 
© if theſe doors be not ſhut up and made ure, 

Whether any ſuch Harangue was made in that 
Auguſt aſlembly or not, I cannot lay; butT am ſure 
that all the Seditious and Treaſonable Pamphlets 
that have been ſince Printed, are but flouriſhes up- 
on this Text, and an extract of thole that went be- 
fore them, the very model of the laſt Rebellion, and 
probably the deſign of an other. But Exg/and and 
irelaxd are not as yet ripe for {o generous an under- 
taking. But to ſhew you how matters palt in Scot- 
laxd, I will Tranſcribe the very words of my Author, 
and leave the credit of them with him. 

By the very next poſt after this Speech was ſaid The Spiri: of 
to have been ſpoken, Forty written Coppies of it 977», peak 
were ſent from Zowdox to Edenbrough ; and the Fa- nericel Prote- 
naticks grew ſo inſolent and fo daring upon it, that (e- fs. pag, 73. 
veral Loyal Gentlemen, wrote up accounts, to what * ——— 
heighr of Infolences this Speech had blown up the 
Enemies of the Church and the Monarchy, and that 
they had juſt reaſons to fear that very dangerous at- 
tempts, if not a down-right Rebellion would ſpeedily 
enſue thereupon: but thele reports found not too 
much credit at Loxdox ; where the world was made 
to believe by men ( whoſe intereſt it was that they 
ſhould not be credited ) that they were but the in- 
ventions of the Duke of Zauderdale, for whole ad- 
vantage in that conjucture, it was that they ſhould be 
believed. 

My Author. goes on that he is confident (ſuch ts be feds. 
his charity) he that made it, would not have done 
{0, had he known the true State of Scotland, wh 
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few Eng/ijh men do, or foreſeen the evil effeds, 
which it immediately had, in encouraging the Co- 
venanteers to Aſlaflinate, Maflacre and Rebel. For 
now they begin to look and ſpeak big in Edenbrongh z 
and many of them were heard and ſeen upon the Crown 
of the Cauſway, who had ſneeked about in darkneſs be- 
fore. And as for the diſaffected parts of the Coun- 
try , they now dilplay'd the Banners of Jeſus Chriſt, 
( as they Blaſphemouſlly call'd their colours ) at their 
Conventicles every where, and their Preackers now 
told them, zhat the time of their deliverance , and of 
Goas taking Vengeance upon his Enemies, was now at 
hand ; only they muſt repent , and be ſtrong, and of a 
great courage, and fight the Battles of the Lord, They 
alſo. threatned 1n all places, ſuch as they thought 
were (crioully. aftive againſt them, talking of great 
Changes and Revolutions in Exelara, and 1n Publick 
Places, dropt Liſts of the Names of thoſe men, whom 
they had a mind ſhould fall by Heroical Hands. And 
in the firlt place naming Dr. Sharp the Archbiſhop 
af St. <Azarews and Primate of Scotland, whom they 
meekly ſtiled That perjured CApoſtate Prelate Sharp. 
Threataing to handle him and the reſt ſeverely. 

Having ſpent a few Weeks in theſe godly Exhor- 
tations, animating each other to this good work, 
and being thereunto further encouraged by the Bre- 
thren- 1n Zoxaon , the third of May tollowing, they 
began the work with the murther of the ſaid Arch- 
biſhop z and' E will inform you of. the manner: 
x that. Butchery in. the words of the ſame Au- 
tor, 

The- Archbiſhop had' been- attending his Majeſties- 
Service in the Privy Council at Edexbrouzh, from: 
thence. he went over-into Fife, in the after-noon, on: 


the. Sccond of 2449. 1679, That night he lodged at 
Captain: 
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Captain Seator's Houle, in a Village called Remno- 
way, which is in the Mid-way betwixt Bruntiland and 
St, Lnarews, About Midnight as the Peopleof the 
Town report, two men well mounted and armed, 
came tEither to enquire if the Arch-biſhop of St. 
Andrews was Lodged at Captain Seator's ; and as 
ſoon as they were informed that he was, they pre- 
ſently rode out of the Town again. 

The next morning being the Third of 29, ſeve- 
ral Parties of Horſe-men were ſeen to traverſe the 
Road betwixt Kennoway and St. Andrews, who 
doubtleſs were the Aſlaſſins, who. watched for an 
opportunity to effe&t the Murther which they had 
long deſigned. But the Lord Primate who was a 
man of great Natural courage, and whom ſo many 
deliverances for almoſt Twenty years, from the 
hands of thoſe bloody Zealots, had now brought to 
an entire confidence in God's Protection, took Coach 
about Nine of the Clock, without any preſage or 
apprehenſion of danger. 

He had none but his Eldeſt Daughter to ride 
with him in the Coach, and only three Servants on 
Horſe-back to attend him ; one of -whom he had 
ſent before he was aſſaulted; to pay his reſpe&s to 
a Perſon of Honour, by whoſe houſe he paſſed on 
his Road. He advanced on his journey in great ſe- 
curity till he came toa little Country Village called 
Magus, two miles diſtant from St. Andrews be- 
twixt Eleven and Twelve a Clock in the Fore- 
noon, 

There he firſt perceived himſelf to be purſued by 
Eleven or Twelve men barefaced, well mounted, 
with Piſtols cocked in their hands, and drawn 
Swords hanging in Strings from their Armes, as 
ſoon as he ſpied them, he bid his Coachman drive 
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faſt as his: Horſes could gallop, but alas too late, for 
the Aſſaſlin furiouſly purſued him, and in their pur- 
fute, ſhot at him ſeveral times.in his Coach, runnin 
as faſt as ſix good Horſes could draw it. The Coachman 
( who diſcovered the Villains before his Lord, and 
had thereupon begged leave of him , but was not 
permitted to gallop away ) had certainly outdriven 
them, if one Balfour of Kinlock , mounted on a very 
fleet bay horſe, had not overtaken them; who not 
daring to attack the Goachman , becauſe his Whip 
did fright his Sprightly horſe, therefore rod up ta 
the Poſtilion, whom he wounded with his Sword 
in the face, ſhot one of the foremoſt Horſes, and 
hamſtringed the other, and lo ſtopped the Coach. 

By that time this was done, the reſt of the Mur- 
therers came up, and one of them fired a Piſtol or 
Blunderbuls ſo near. his Breaſt, that his Daughter 
rubbed off the burning which ſtuck to his Gown. 
Then they called him by the Name of Dog, Villain, 
CApoſtate , Perſecuter of the Godly, Betrayer of Feſas 
Chriſt and bis Church, and bid him come out of. his 
Coach, to receive what he deſerved for his wicked- 
neſs againſt the Kirk of Scotland, 

Upon this. his Daughter. got out of the Coach, 
and fell on her knees, begging her Father's Life ; 
but they regarded neither her Prayers nor Tears, 
but threw her down ſeveral times upon the ground, 
trampled upon her and wounded her : which her 
tender hearted Father ſeeing, after much reproach- 
fol Legs: and 'many Threatnings, came meek- 
ly,out of the. Coach, and with calmneſs ſaid unto 


them, Gentlemen, 1 know not that I hive ever injus. 
red any of you, or if 1 did. 1 am ready to make you re- 
paration:, and therefore 7 beſeech you to ſpare my life, 
and. 1 promiſe 1 will never purſue you for this violence, 
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and I. pray you conſider, before you bring the guilt of 
Innocent blood upon your ſelves, ; OY 

The reverence of his Preſence, and his undaunt- 
ed Courage in addreſſing himlelt ſo reſolutely and 
gravely unto them, ſurpriſed them, and made them 
{tand a little while, as it were unreſolved what. to 
do; and one of them relenting , Cried to the reſt, 
Spare theſe Grey Huirs : but their cruel Zeal over- 
coming their Natural Pity and Juſtice, pauſed not 
long before they replyed , He muſt die, He muſt die, 
And then again calling him Traiterons Villain, Fu- 
das, betrayer of the Intcreſt of Chriſt, Enemy to God 
and his People, ſaid unto him , Thou ſhalt now receive 
the reward of thy CApoſtacy, and enmity to the People of 
God, 

Then ſeeing them determined to take away his Life, 
he begged a little while to pray, zelling them , he 
would pray for them, but they ſcornfully told him, 
That they cared not for his Pray-rs, being ſure that God 
world not hear ſo baſe a Dog as be was, Then looking 
ſtedfaſtly upon-one of the. Aſſaſſins, whom he ſeem- 
ed to know, he kneeled down before him, and ſaid 
unto him, Sir you are a Gentleman, and I muſt beg my 
laſt favour from you, that ſince you are reſolved that ! 
muſt dye, you would have pity upon my poor child here, 
and. ſpare her life, and for thi, Sir give me jour hand : 
and thereupon ſtretching his hand towards the cru- 
el man, he had for a return, a very great blow with 
a Shable, which almoſt quite cut off his Hand, and 
the Villain redoubling his Stroak, gave him another 
violent Wound .upon - the left Eye, which cut him 
two Inches above it , and one below ; this Stroak 
Knocked him down, but getting up upon his Knees 
again, he ſaid, Gentlemen, it is xow enough, you have 
done your work , and houlding up his Hands (as well 

as - 
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as he could) to Heaven, he fervently cryed. out, 
Loyd 7eſus, have mercy on my Soul, and receive my S[1- 
7it, While he was in this Poſture of Devotion , 
they wounded him. in his Hands which he held u 
to Heaven, and in other parts of his Body, till in 
a kind of compoſure he laid down his Head upon 
his Arm, ſaying God forgive you, and I forgive you 
all, 

Theſe were the laſt words which he uttered, like 
an excellent Chriſtian ; after which they gave him 
no-leſs then ſixteen Wounds on his Head, ſome of 
them as they 'were going away, thought they heard 
him groan, which made them go back, and to make 
ſure work, ſtir about his Brains in the Scull with 
the points of their Swords, His Head ſeemed to be 
all one Wound, and pieces of his ſhattered Scull, 
and Brains were ſome days after found on the 
Ground that Unhallowed Golzotha where he was 
ſlain, 

Having finiſhed their long deſired Murther, they 
made his Servants Solemaly (wear not to diſcover 
them, and then bad them in derifion take up their 
Prieſt, and having ſaid ſo, rode back to Magus, 
where they firſt aſſaulted the Coach; and one of them, 
by Name Foh# Baſfour of Kinlock, as he paſſed by that 
Town, was heard to ſay very audibly and diſtinRly, 
That now Judas was killed, 

A Proclamation being publiſhed in his Majeſties 
Name for the diſcovery of theſe abominable execra- 
ble Murtherers, and ſearch made among the Te- 
nants and Heritors of the Shire of Fife, and the 
Inhabitants of Magns being examined upon oath ; it 
was made apparent, that the bloody Aſſaſſins, and 
many others, who were ſtrongly preſumed to have 
been Abetters, and Contrivers of the Murther, were 


notorious 
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notorious Fauaticks, Frequenters of Field-Conventicle ss 
axd Followers of Mr. Wellh, and other Traiterons inter- 
communed and Rebellious Preachers ; Nine of the Ac- 
tors in this Tragedy were diſcovered by their Names 
and Sirnames, which are as followeth. 

John Balfour of Kinlock, David Hackſton of Rathilet- 
tet, George. Balfour in Gilſton , James Ruſſel in Kings- 
Kettle, Kobert Dingwall a Farmers Son in Caddam, An- 
drew Guillan Weaver in Balmerinoch, Alexander Hin- 
aderſon and Andrew Hinderſon, Sons to John Hinderſon 
in Killbrachmont, George Fleming, Sou to George 
Fleming in Balbuthy. 

The rebellion interrupting the courſe of Juſtice a- 
g4inſt theſe miſcreants for tome time, the 20th day 
of September 1679, there was another Proclamation 
publiſhed for the apprehending thoſe Nine, and all 
others that were 1n the Rebellion, and were Heri- 
tors or Miniſters. 

But by this time the Murtherers and Rebels, had 
fled the Kingdom, notwithſtanding all imaginable 
care and diligence to. prevent their elcape ; and whilſt: 
the Covenanting Army lay at Glaſcow, one of the 
Balfours, as a very Credible Gentleman, who was then 
the Town, told me (faith my Author) openly boalt-- 
ed of the Murther as a glorious fa& ; and ſaid hold- 
ing up his Arm, This hand helped to kill the Fox, And 
fiveot the Accomplices, Complotters and Abetters 
of the Murther, choſe to dye, and be hung up in 
Chains upon-the place,. rather then confels the ſin- 
fulneſs of the ation, by acknowlcdging it was a 
Murther or a Sin. 

The Fanatical Party, foretold it in ſeveral places, 
and the Morning before it was committed, one of 
the Aſſaſſins like a Jeſuit Conſecrated to an Heroical. 
Act, after a ſolemn Sacrilegious form, held up his- 

| hand 
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hand, and ſwore, that That hand ſhould kill the Arch- 
Prelite , upon which the Holy Siſter his Hoſteſs, 
kiſſed him. And it is notoriouſly known in Scot- 
land, that he, who commanded the foot for Mr, We 
upon Reupar Law ( that famons Field Conveatile) owned 
that their Friends thanked God tor the Archbiſhops 
death, which neither they nor their abetters ia either 
Kingdom will call Murther , when they have occa- 
fion ro'Speak thereof. 

My Author goes further, and ſhews how the Pre- 
deceſſors' of theſe Godly Cut-throats Norman Lefty, 
John Leſley, Peter Carmichael and Fames Meluil AC. 
lafſinated Cardinal Beton Archbiſhop of St. _A4ndrews 
in his Caſtle there in cold blood, gravely, and with 
the preface of an harangue, which K»ox commends, 
calling the Principal Murtherer, 4 Meek man of God : 
an odd kind of Presbyterian meckneſs which our Sa- 
viour doth not commend. 

From thence he deſcends , and ſhews their Prin- 
ciples both Anicent and Modern, upon which they 
build thele bloody pyaGtiſes. He tells as Goodman 
Knox's Companion 1a his Diſcourle of Tyranny and 
Popery, p42. 30. hath theſe words, Al men are bound 
to ſee the Laws of God kept, and to ſuppreſs and reſiſt 
Idolatry by force, Nor is it (ufficient for Subjects not 
to obey the wicked Commands of Princes ; but 
they muſt reſiſt them, and deliver the Chilaren of God out 
of” the hanas of their Enemies, as we would deliver 4 
Sheep that is indanger to be devoured by a Wolf, And 
if the Magiſtrates refuſe to put Maſſ-mongers and 
Falſe Preachers ( now all Biſhops and Church-mini- 
ſters in their eſteem are ſuch) to death, the people 


in ſeeing it performed, ſhew that zeal of God which 
was commended in Phineas, 


Hence 
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Hence all Kirk Writers ſince his Majeſties Returns 
ſuch as Napthali,Fus populi, The _Apologetical Narration, 
The Puor mans Cup, The Hiſtory of the Indulgence ( as 
he tells us) call the Biſhops Apoſtates,Perjured Prelates, 
a perjured Fraternity; Traitors to Chriſt, Enemies to his 
people, [dolaters, Backſliders. All which is meant of 
forlaking the Covenant, and Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, and 15 the very Language they murthered the 
Archbiſhop with ; which ſhews they were not Je- 
ſuits bur arrant Presbyterians that did the Wicked 
fat, and my ſaid Author quotes this Paſſage from Fus 
Populi, pag. 415. The fait of Phineas was 4 Laudable 
Alt of juſtice , and a precedent: for Fudoes and \Ma- 
giſtrates in all times coming , and that by his Example 
any Member of the Council ( for Phineas roſe from a- 
mong the Congregation) might lawfully riſe up and execute 
judgment on this wicked wretch (the Archbiſhop) and his 
curſed Fraternity, who have brought by their Apoſtacy 
and defeition from the Covenant, and cauſe of God, the 
wrath of God upon the Land, 

For the reſt, Iſhall refer my Reader to that ingeni- 
ous Author, from whom I had not Tranſcribed all 
this, but to prompt others to read him, and to 
Supply that Defect to them who 'cannot get thac 
Book. 

The news of this Execrable and Barbarous Mur- 
ther, was ſoon diffuled all over Eze/and, and it may 
be all the reſt of Chriſtendom, and entertained by all 
People. who were not poiſoned with this Presby- 
terian Leven, with horror and deteſtation. The re(t 
began to qualify and allay it, with ill Characters 
of the poor man, or to divert it from the right 
Agents, by laying it one while upon the Jeſuits, 
and another while upon the Tenants of the Arch- 
biſhop, 

M But 
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But they foreſaw: theſe things would not do their 
buſineſs, and therefore their friends in Zondon did 
what they could to inſtigate an Addreſs againſt the 
Duke of Lauderdale, which was the man they moſt 
hated and feared of all the world, and who if he 
were not removed would certainly proſecute and 
revenge this Murther , now fo it fell out, that though 
not upon. their ſollicitation, there was an Addreſs 
Voted. the 6th of May, which palſs'd the Eighth. 

The Addreſs which I think fit to be inſerted here 
was as followeth. 

We your ah opp moſt Loyal and Dutifnl Subjetts, the 
Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled , finding 
your Majeſlies Kingdoms involved in eminent Dangers , 
ana great difficulties, by the evil deſigns, and pernicious 
Connſels of ſome, who have been, and are in high places 
of truſt and Authority about your Royal Perſon : who con- 
trary to the auly of their places by their Arbitrary and 
DefraSive Connſels, tending to the ſubverſions of the 
Rights, Liberties, and Properties of your Subjeits, and 
the alteration of the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſht, have 
endeavoured to alienate the Hearts of your Loyal Subjetts 
from your Majeſty, ana gonr Government, Amoneft whom, 
. we have juſt reaſon to accuſe John Duke of Lauderdale, 
for a chief Promoter of ſuch Counſels, and more particu- 
larly for contriving and endeavonring to raiſe jealouſies 
and miſunderſtandings between your Majeſfties Kinzdoms 
of England and Scotland, whereby Hoſtilities might have 
enſued, and may ariſe between bath Nations if not pre- 
vented, 


Wherefore we your Majeſties Liyal Subjets conld not 
but be ſenſibly affected with trouble to find ſuch a Perſon 


( notwithſtanding the repeated Caadreſſes of the laſt Par- 
lament) continucd in your Connſels at this time, when the 


affaires of your Kingdim require none to be put into ſuch in- 
ployments, 
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ployments, but ſuch as are men of known abilities, Intereſt 
and efteem in the Nation, without all ſuſpition of either 
miſtaking, or betraying the true intereſt of the Kingdom, 
and conſequently of adviſing your Majeſty ill, We do there- 
fore moſt humbly beſeech your moſt ſacred Majeſty for 
the taking away thegreat Jealouſies, Diſſatisfattions, and 
Fears amongſt your good Subjetts , that your Majeſty will 
gratiouſly be pleaſed to remove the Duke of Lauderdale 
from your Majeſties Connſels in Fm Majeſtics Kingdoms 
o England and Scotland, and from all offices , imploy- 
ments and places of truſt, and from your Majeſties Pre- 
ſence for ever, 

This Addreſs they preſented to his Majeſty the day 
following, to which his Majefty replyed he would 
conſider of it, and return an Anſwer. : 

But in the mean time, it was doubtleſs ſent after 
the Speech into Scot/and, where it found all things ra- 
ther neceſſitated to a Rebellion than diſpoſed, the 
Murther of ſo illuſtrious a Perfon as the Primate of 
that Kingdom, and one of his Majeſties Privy Coun- 
ſel there, was a Villany not to be ſmothered. And 
the Proclamation publiſhed rhe day after the fact, for 
the diſcovery and apprehending of the Aſſafſines, re- 
preſenting the Act (as it deſerved with great deteſta- 
tion) had further allarm'd the whole Party 3 who 
had as they thought, no other way to eſcape the de- 
ſerved revenge, but by juſtifying the Murther with 
a Rebellion. And finding by this Addreſs, that the 
Houſe of Commons in Erelazd were in this critical 
moment, preſſing upon their dreadful Enemy the 
Duke of Lauderdale , they took it for granted, God 
had eſpouſed their cauſe, and if they could make a 
head in Scotland, they ſhould be ſeconded out of Exg- 
land, hoping perhaps to be as well rewarded for this, 


as they were for beginning the former Rebellion, 
M 2 and 


(64. ) 
and fo being puſhed forward by. their deſtiny ang 


delperation on they went. 

On Tueſday, the 27th of May 1679, The Parlia- 
ment was prorogued z and the Th»rſaay following, 
which was the 2974 of the ſame month, the Scotch 
Covenanters who knew nothing of it, began their 
Rebellion at Ryeland in Scotland, to which place a- 
bout fourſcore men well mounted and armed, came 
and proclaimed the Covenant, and burnt ſeveral Acts 
of Parliament, and affixed this following Declara- 
tion on the Market Crols, 

As the Lord had been pleaſed ſtill to. keep and pre- 
ferve his Intereſt in the Lana, by the Teſtimony of ſome 


faithful Witneſſes from the beginning , ſo in our days ſome. 


have not been wanting, who through the greateſt of Ha- 
zaras, had added their Teſlimonies to theſe who have gone 


before them, by ſuffering death, Baniſhment, T orturings,. 


Finings, Forfeitures, impriſouments, &c. Flowing from 


cruel aud perfidrous Adverſaries to the Church and K 1n9- 


dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Land, Therefore 


we owning the Ixtereſt of Chriſt according to the word of 
the Lord, and. the National and Solemn League and 


Covenant, deſire. to add our Teſtamony to the Teſtims- 
nies of the worthies that has gone before (though unwor- 


thy, yet hoping as true Members of the Church of Chriſt 


in Scotland) and that againſt all things that has bees 


done prejudicial to his intereſt,” from the beginning of the 


work of Reformation. in Scotland ; eſpectally from the 
year 1648, to the year 1660, againſt theſe following 
Acts, | 

1. The A of Supremacy, 


2, The Declaration whereby the Covenants are. 


condemned, 

3, The AR for Everſion of the eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment of the Church, and for elavinigng Pre: 

acy, 
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lacy, and for the Outing of Chriſts Miniſters, who 
could not conform thereto, by an Act Relciſry of all 
Acts of Parliament and Aſſemblies for the Eftabliflr- 
ment of the Covernment of the Church of Scotland, 
according to the Word. 

4. As likew.le the Act of Council at G/2/zow,putting 
that Act reciſſory in execution, where at one time, 
were violently. caſt out above three hundred Mint- 
ſters, without any Legal procedures. 

5. As Iikewile the Act, appointing a Holy Annt- 
verlary Day to be kept, upon the 29th of May, for 
g1ving thanks for the upſetting of an uſurping Power, 
deltroying the Interelt of the Church in the Land, 
which is to fer up the Creature to be worſhipped in 
the room of our Great Redeemer, and to conlent to 
the aſluming of the power that is proper to the Lord 
alone, for the appotatiag Ordinances in his Chureh, 
as particularly the Government thereof, and the k2ep- 
ing of Holy-4:ys, and all other (inful and unlawtaul 
Ads Emittcd and Executed by them. 

And for Confirmation of this our Teſtimony, we do here- 
by this day, being the 29th day of May, 1679, Pub- 
lickly burn them at the Croſs of Ragland moſt Juſtly ; 
as they perfiatonſly and Blaſphemouſly had burnt our Holy 
C.venants, through ſeveral Cities of the Covenantead 
Kinoadoms, We judge none will take exception at onr wt 
ſubſeribins this our Teſtimouy , being ſo ſolemnly gone a- 
bout ; for we are ready always to Faq it, if judged neceſ- 
ſary, with all the faithful ſuffering Brethren in the 
Land, | 


They intended to have affixed this Declaration at 
Glaſgow too, but were prevented by the Kings Forces 
there, 

Qa. the S#nday following, they Rendevouled upon: 

. Loudop - 
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Louaon Hiil being then. 14, or 1500 men, well armed 
and in good order, the foot commanded by one wezy, 
and the Horſe by Robert Hamilton, one Patron, Bad- 
four and Hackſton ; (thele two laſt being of the num- 
ber of them that murthered the Arch-biſhop, and 
conſequently molt concerned to carry the Rebellion 
as far as they could, ) being thus diſpoled and Order- 
ed, one Captain Graham of Claver Houle, marched 
againſt them with a troop of Horle, and a Company 
of Dragoons, upon whole approach, the Rebels ſent 
out two Parties to Skirmiſh with him, which he 
beat into their main body; and then they advanced 
with their whole force upon him : So that after a 
conſiderable {laughter of them, and the loſs of his 
Cornet, two Brigadiers, and about eight Horle, and 
twenty Dragoons ( his own horſe being killed un- 
der him, and he mounting another) being ſo much o0- 
ver-powered in number, he made his retreat towards 
Glaſeow, being in his way forced to fight his way 
through the Townſmen of Strewin, who were got to- 


gether to oppole it, leaving ten,or twelve of them dead 
upon the place, 


On Murday the Second day of Jaxe, the Rebells 1n 
the morning attacked the City of Glaſgow, at two le- 
veral times, but all the Streets were ſo well Barraca- 
doed by the Lord Roſs, and the Souldiers there put 
into ſo good a poſture , that they were beat off 
with confiderable loſs, beſides many Priſoners that 
were taken, and thereupon the Horle and Dragoons 
in the Town fallted out, and purſued them upon their 
drawing off. 

In the Imerim, the Council of Scot/azd , having 
firſt given an account of this Rebellion to his Ma- 
jeſty, put iſhed -a Proclamation. for the ſuppreſſion of 
It ; and that jailing, Levied what forces they could 

to 
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.to oppoſe them, by which means they were” kept to- 
gether, not daring to part to plunder ;z and their 
Number was alſo kept from increaſing as otherwiſe 
it might have done, But yet the Council knowing 
the Rebels could not conrinue long together, would 
not fight them till his Majeſty ſhould lend them or- 
ders lo to do, and a general. 

His Majeſty and the Council here reſolved to ſend 
down his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, who had 
given good proof of his Courage in F/anders, and 
elſewhere; who undertaking the enterpriſe againſt 
the Rebels, weat poſt into Scotland tor that pur- 


pole. RR 
The Rebels in the interim having poſleſt them- 


ſelves of Glaſgow, grew inlolent at firſt, and publiſhed 
a Proclamation in thele terms. 


V E the Officers of the Covenanted Army , 

do require and command you the Inhabi- 
tants of the Burgh of Glaſgow, to furniſh us 
with Twenty four Carts, and ſixty Baggage Hor- 
ſes , for removing our Proviſion from this Þlace 
to our Camp, whereever we ſhall ſet down the ſame, 
and to abide with us for that end, during our 
pleaſure, under the pain of being reputed our E. 
nemies, and procceded againſt accordingly. 


And another thus. 


VV=- the Officers of the Covenanted Army, dz 
require and command the Magiſtrates of 
Glaſgow, to Extend aud Baniſh forth thereof, all 
| Arch... 
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Archbiſhops , Biſhops and Curates , their Wives , 
Bairns and Servants, and all other families and 
perſens concern'd in the Kings Army, within eight 
and forty hymres, after the Publiſhing hereof, un- 
der the Figheſt pains. 


You have ſeen before what bad Subjects they 
were, and thele two will ſhow what inlolent Ma- 
ſters they proved, but their Dominion was not 
long. 

That which firſt amated them, was the news 
of the Prorogation of the Parliament in Zzg/:.4, up- 
on which they chiefly depended, and 1n all probabi- 
lity had never riſen, but that they were forced into 
a belief, that they were ſure on that ſide : not that 
I think the Parliament would have been any wa 
ſerviceable to them, but they. were made to believe 
ſo in Scotland, where any thing that looked that 
way, was magnihed above 1ts real bignels. But that 
being gone, and thereſt of Scot/and continuing quiet, 
or Arming againſt them, and their friends in Ederx- 
borouzh, being kept Trom joyning with them , they 
began to ſuſpect the worſt, and to fell a little from 
their firſt fury, and publiſhed this ſecond Declara- 
tion for their Vindication, 


S it 1s not unknown to a great part of the 
World, how happy the Church of Scocland 

was, whilſt they enjoyed the Ordinances of Jeſus 
Chriſt in purity and power ; of which we have been 
deplorably deprived by the eſtabliſhment of Prela- 
lacy : So it is Evident not only to impartial perſons, 
but 
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bat to profeſſed Enemies, with what unparalle['d pa- 
tience and conſtancy the People of God have endured 
all the Cruelty, Tnjuſtice and Oppreſſ:on that the Will 
and Malice of Prelates and Malignants could mvent 
and exerciſe. And being moſt unwilling to AFt any thing 
which might import oppoſition to Lawful Authority, or - 
engage the Kingdom in a War although we have all a. 
long becn groaning under the overturning the work of 
Reformation, Corruptions of Dottrine, Slighting of 
Worſhip, Deſpiſing of Ordinances, the changing the 
Antient Church Diſcipline and Government,Thruſting 
out ſo many of our faithful Miniſters from their Char - 
ves, Confining, ſtreightly Impriſoning, exiling yea and 
prtting to death many of them, and intruding upon 
their Flocks, a company of inſufficient and ſcandalous 
perſons and Fining, Confining Impriſening Torturing, 
Tormenting, Scourging and Stigmatizing poor people, | 
Plundring their Goods, Quartermng upon them rude / 
Souldiers,Selling their perſons to forreign Plantations, 
X. Horning and Intercommuning , Hunk Out awice. Then 


many of both, whereby great Num- is nothing like intercommuning | 
bers in every Corner of the Land, withus; forif any man hold any 


| { ; 
Were forced to leave their Dwel- Pagan nary Veg _ 


lings, Wives, Children, and Rela- of thef{ame guiltineſs, all which 


-j  fſeverities they themſelves firſt 
tions, and made to Wander as P1l- GIS ed Id ccaiat © 


grims ſtill in hazard of their Lives; thers. 


ſupply ( though ſtarving ) or fo | ed 1646. P4g- 419 42. 
Wo 


mich 
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much as to ſpeak to them,ewen upon death bed, without 
making themſelves obnoxious to the ſame puniſhments, 
and theſe things Afted under coulour of Law, in effett 
tending to baniſh not only all ſenſe of Religion, 
but alſo to extinguiſh Natural affetion , even a- 
mongſt perſons of the neareſt Relations , and like. 
wiſe groaning under the intollerable Yoak of Op- 
preſſion in our Civil Intereſts , our Bodies, Liber 
ties and Eſtates. So that all manner of outrages have 
been moſt arbitrarily exerciſed upon us through a traft 
of ſeveral years paſt ; particularly in the year 1678, 
by ſending among us an Armed Hoſt of Barbarous 
Savages, contrary to all Laws and Humanity ; and 
by laying on us ſeveral Impoſitions and Taxes, as 
formerly. So of late by a meeting of Prelimi. 
ted and Over-awed Members in the Convention of E., 
Pates- in July 1678, for keeping up of - an Armed 
Force intruſted (as to a great part of it) into the 
hands of avowed Papiſts, or favourers of them ; by 
whom ſundry Tavaſzons have been made upon us, and 
woſt exorbitant abuſes, and incredible Tnſolencies 
committed againſt us, and we being continually ſought 
after, while meeting in Houſes for divine Worſhip, 
Miniſters and People frequently. apprehended, and 
moſt 'rigoroufly fed ; and ſo being neceſſitated to at- 
tend the Lords Ordinances in Fields, in the moſt de- 
fart places; and there alſo often bunted aut , and 
aſſaulted, to the effuſion of our bloud, and Sn, | 
= 
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of ſome, whereby we were inevitably conſtrained ei. 
ther to defend our ſelves by Arms at theſe meetings, 
or to be altogether deprived of the Goſpel preached 
by faithful Miniſters, and made abſolute Slaves. At 
one of which Meetings, upon the firſt of June in. 
ſtant, Captain Graham of Claver Houſe, being 
Warranted by a late Preclamation, to kill whomever 
he found in Arms, at Field Conventicles, making re- 
fiſtarice, did furionſly aſſault the people aſſembled , 
and further to provoke, did cruelly bind like Beaſts, 
a Miniſter, with ſome others, whom he had that very 
ſame Morning found in Houſes : and ſeveral being 
kill'd on both ſides ; they knowing certainly , that 
by Law they behoved (if apprehended) to die , they 
did ftand to their own defence, and continue together ; 
and there after many of our Friends and Country- 
men being under the ſame oppreſſoon, expefing the 
ſame meaſure, did freely offer their aſsiſtance. We 
therefore thus inevitably, and of abſolute Neceſvity 
forced to take this laſt Remedy; (the Magiſtrates 
having . ſhut the Door by a Law againſt application, 
that what ever our Grievances be, either in things 
Civil 'or Sacred , we have not the Priviledge of a 
Supplicant) do judg our ſelves bound todeclare,That 
theſe with many other Horrid Grievances in Church 
and State (which we purpoſe to Manifeſt hereafter) 
are the true Cauſes of this our lawful and innocent 
ſelf-defence, And Wwe do, moſt ſolemnly in the 
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preſence of Almighty God the Searcher of all bearts, 
declare, That the true reaſons of our continuing in 
Arms , candidly and ſincerely axe theſe. 


1. The defending and ſecuring of the true Pro- 
teftant Religion., and Presbyterian Government ; 
founded upon the word of God, and ſummarily com- 
prebended in our Confeſsions. of faith, and Catechiſms, 
and Eftabliſh:d by the Laws of this Land. To 
which Kings , Nobles., and People, are ſolemnly 
ſworn arid engaged in our National and Solemn 
League and Covenant ; and more particularly , the 
defending and. maintaining the Kingly Authority .of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt over bis Church, againſt all 


ſunful | Supremacy, dcrogatory thereto, and encroach. 
ing. thereupon. 


2. The preſerving and defending the Kings Mas 
jeſty, bis Perſon. and Authority, in preſervation and 
defence of that 'true . Religion, and Liberties of the 

inzgdom, that the World may bear Witneſs with our 
Fi; Da of our Loyalty ; and that. we have no- 
thoughts or intention 80 dimmiſh his Juſt Power: and 
Greatneſs. | 

3. The Obtaining of a free and Unlimited Par- 
liament, aud a free General Aſſembly.,. in Order to 
the Redreſſmg our foreſaid' Grievances for. pre- 
venting the eminent danger of Popery ,. and. Ex- 
tirpating- of Prelacy from amongſt us. 


This 
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This therefore being the cauſe we appear for, and 
reſolve m Gods great Name to 
own , thereby Flomologating all Ti*y are much more honett and in- 


: 0 fenuous than our Diſlenters, for that 
the Teſtimonies of faithful Suf- they ſpeak frankly and freely what 


they mean to do; which the other de- 
ferers. for the truth in Scotland ny in words, and proſecute in deeds 
theſe eizhteen' years by gone. We Fu 35 Be 5e0003 a8 far as they 
humbly requeſt the Kings Majeſty 
would reſtore all things as he found them, when 
God brought him home to bis Crown and Kingdoms; 
and if that cannot be obtained, then we teartily and 
humbly myite, treat , beſeech and. obteſt. in the 
Bowels of. Jeſus Chriſt, all who are under the ſame 
X Bonds with us, to occur inthe Defence of this * That is the - 
Countrey, Cauſe and Intereſt: And' that they. will wv marco 
not ſtand ſtill and ſee not only us oppreſſed, but 
this foreſaid cauſe ruined ; Adverſaries highly and 
proudly mſult againſt God, and all good Friends of 
the truth diſcouraged. Nea, the Proteſtant Cauſe 
in Britain ani lreland, and even your ſelves With. 
in a little time made a Prey of, or elſe forced when 
we are Broken (Which the 700d: Loyd prevent ) 
dreadfully.to wrong your Conſciences. Finally, be- 
cauſe we deſire no mans hurt or blood, We requeſt 
our Countrey men, now the ſtanding Forces of this 
Kingdom, ſome of them being our Friends and 
Kinſmen, not ty fight againſt us ; leaſt-m ſo doing, 
they be found fighting againſt the Lord ; whoſe 
cauſe and quarrel we are. ſure be Will own and. ſeo. 
nally , 
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nally countenance, ſecing we fight under his Ban- 
ner, who is the Lord of Hoſts. 


I have taken the pains to tranſcribe this Long De- 
claration , not for any delight I take in it, but be- 
cauſe itis an undeniable inſtance and demonſtration, 
that the Kirk-men in Scot/and did then intend to 
have renewed that War again that formerly brought 
this Nation to the very brink of Ruine, and was 
the means of the Barbarous Murther of his Majeſties 
Father, of the Baniſhment of our King and his Bro- 
thers and Siſters for twelve years; of the expence 
of 48 Millions of Money and Plate, and of the loſs 
of one hundred thonſand Lives by Fire, Sword and 
Famine: All which calamities were begun and car- 
ried on by theſe very men firſt in Scot/and, by the 
incouragement of ſome factious men of our own 
Nation, and afterwards here in England, upon the 
ſame pretences. As any man may remember that is 
but fifty years old, and the reſt may ſee by compa- 
ring this Declaration with thoſe that were made 
thens and therefore I cannot but admire the Pro- 
vidence of God in preventing this Presbyterian Plot, 
by a Prorogation in the very nick of time, without 
which this Rebellion would in all likely-hood have 
had much countenance from ſome in Eneland, who 
encouraged it Underhand, upon pretences of Coun- 
tenance from above, how groundleſs ſoever, nor had 
it ended as it did, and where it did, if they had got 
24 "pa0 battel, or but been able to have kept the 
Field. 

But for the benefit of my Country Reader, who 
1s not acquainted with the affairs of Scotland, let me 
obſerve two or three things for the better underſtand- 
10g of this Grand Cheat,and without which this dole- 


ful 
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fal Story may leave great impreſſions of pity upors 


the mind of an Exz/j/p-man, which theſe bloudy Re- 
bels of all the world do not deſerye, 


The Reader then ſhall be pleaſed to underſtand , 
that beſides this Rebellion, there was a former one 
at Pentland Hills, where theſe Covenanteers fought 
the Kings Forces in ranged Battel in 1666, and in 
many of their Field Conventicles, there was weekly 
Meetings of Hundreds and Thouſands of Armed men 
formed into Troops and Companies, ready upon all 
occaſions of probable capacity to fight againſt the 
King, for the King in $799, And in 1676, they ap- 
peared ſo numerous, that the Privy Council of Scot- 
land adviſed his Majeſty to ſend Engliſh Forces to lie 
in readineſs upon the Borders, and to order Viſcount 
Granard to lie with an Army on the 1riſþ Coalts, 
ready to be tranſported upon occaſion ; and like- 
wile upon the Motion of the Marqueſs of _Athel, 
to procure the Lords of the Highlands a Commitliion 
to march with their Vaſſals under the Command of 
his Majeſties Major General into the Weſt, which 
deſcent of the Highlanders is mentioned in the De- 
claration, and Aggravated beyond truth or reaſon,. 
by ſtiling them Barbarians; which thoſe that knew 
theſe men aver they were not, (but behaved them- 
ſelves very civilly) to prevent the Field Conventicles. 
from running together into a general Rebellion , as 
they did this Afay. But to come to particulars, they 
had a Field-faſt near Jedbur;h in Tiveotdale toward: 
the latter end of March 1678, where there were 
preſent 7 Preachers and 5000 people (the men be-- 
ing armed) to ſeek God for three things, 1. That 
he would be pleaſed to put an end to the perſecntion of 
bis people in that Kingdom, 2ly, That he would have 

mercy. 
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waercy ou all thoſe that took the wicked Bond, (that was 
not to ſuffer any Conventicles on their Lands) and give 
them grace to repent, 3ly, That he would bleſs with 
ſucceſs thoſe Noble Lords that were gone to London (to 
complain of the Duke of Lauderdale, :«nd who procured 
the firſl CAdareſs againſt him, though to no purpoſe, ) 
There was another in the March, the Hay follow- 
ing, where were aſſembled eight or 90co People to 
receive the Sacrament, and renew the ſolemn League 
and Covenant, of which the Privy Council gave 
his Majeſty an account. And another near Dumbar 
ſhortly after, where they fell upon the. Kings forces 
of the Baſſe, that went out to diſmiſs them , and 
killed one of the Souldiers, and wounded more. 
Finally, my Author who is a learned Gentleman , 
faith, if he ſhould go on to enumerate all the Field Meet- 
2ngs, till that great one, which began the Rebellion this 
May, he might write a Hiſtory, [The Spirit of Popery, 
ſpeaking out of the Mouths of Phanatical Proteſtants ; or 
the laſt Speeches of John Kid and John King , &c. 
Pag. IT. | 
The matter of fa& being thus ſtated, the Reader 
need not wonder they were ſeverely treated, when 
they ſuffered the pains of Treaſon and Rebellion ; but 
beſides thoſe, they had committed a vaſt number of 
Maſlacres and Afſſaſſinations before they murthered 
the Primate, and this aggravated their ſufferings. 
Now all the cunning of this Declaration lies in this, 
. that they tell us what they ſuffered , and perhaps tru- 
ly, but not a tittle of the cale. Which is ult as 
if all the Rogues in the Nation, ſhould joyn and 
pen a.complaint, ennumerating how many of them, 
fince his Majeſties Return, have beenHanged, Quar- 
tered, Whipped, Branded, Tranſported , Pillored 


Impriſoned, 
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Impriſoned, which never meant any hurt to his Me- 
jeſty or the Government, but only to get a Living the 
beſt and eaſieſt way they could. Now to one that is 
as little vers'd in our ways of Puniſhment as we are 
in the Scotch, it would ſeem a rueful Story ; whileft 
an Engliſh man would ſmile, as knowing why they 
ſuffered all theſe hardſhips. I need not applyit, but 
ſhall add this, they have deſerved ten times more then 
they have felt, as being the bloudieſt Cut-throats in 
the world. So that in Scotland no man dare to of- 
fend them openly for fear of aſſaſſtaation, but ſuch 
as either muſt by the neceſſity of their places, or 
elſe have good means of defending their Lives a- 
gainſt them, 

Next I obſerve this Declaration is nothing but a 
large flouriſh upon the Speech, and drawn juſt at 
that looſe general rate which that is, calling thoſe 
Taxes and Puniſhments Arbitrary, which they ac- 
knowledg were according to ſeveral Ads of Parlia- 
ment; and then pretending the perſons that do con- 
ſ{titute their Parliaments or States, are overawed. 
But then I muſt commend their ingenuity in this, 
that they do not (with the Commons of Ezgland) lay 
the blame of all this upon the Duke of Lauderdale, 
or their Miniſters, but upon the total change of their 
Government and State both Sacred and Civil, and 
upon the Parliament of Scot/and and the King ; whom 
they ſupplicate with menaces to reſtore him into the 
ſame State he found them in , without which they 
were (enſible, tht removing of the Duke of LZauder- 
dale, or any other of the great Miniſters of State 
would ſignify nothing as to their Deſigns : which 
was as they plainly tell us, to ſet up the Presbyterian 
Do&trine and Church Government, to ſerve the King 
12 nothing elſe, any further thea he would ſerve them 
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in that, And laſtly to obtain a free and unlimited 
Parliament and Aſſembly, that is ſuch as it might not 
be in his Majeſties power to diſfolve or fruſtrate by 
prorogation ; till they had extirpated Popery and 
Prelacy both together, which was freely and round- 
ly to tell us what they would have, without cant- 
ing and amuſing us with general terms and hints, 
but then I muſt not deny they had {words by their 
ſides to juify theſe demands, which our Gentlemen 
want, and I with ever may do, but yet the Reader 
may obſerve that Speech that was lo hugged in Eng- 
land, and the Scotch Declaration meant the lame thing, 
though in different terms, 


Obſerve alſo, that they call the Presbyteriay Do» 
arine and Government, the Religion eſtabliſhed ; 
though they own it to be taken away by a reſciſſor 
A& of Parliament ; for they believe all thoſe Acts 
that have or ſhall be made againſt it, are Null 
and Void, and the former Acts are ſtili in force 
though repealed : which is an odd ſort of Eſtabliſh- 
ment, conſiſting in the fancy of the people that own 
it, and not in Law or Nature, 


They lay the (ſtreſs of their Juſtification upon ne- 
ceſfity, and yet own the greateſt part of it to ariſe 
from hence; that they mult be deprived of the Goſ- 
pel preached by the faithful Miniſters, and be made 
Slaves, if they did not rebel. Now as to their civil 
intereſt, they would be in the ſame State with their 
Country men, who are (o far from rebelling , that 
they have ſeveral times chaſtiſed them for it, with 
a very little aſſiſtance from England, And as to their 
Preachments, I wonder in what part of the Goſ- 
pel they learned to defend Chriſts Religion by re- 


bellion; 


(79) 

bellion 3 but we muſt know this is pure Scotch, Cal- 
viniſtical, Jeſuitical Doctrine , begun by the Devil 
and his Vicar the Pope, not many hundred years a- 
go: and for which Bellarmine acknowledges, there is 
neither Precept nor Example 1n the Bible, nor in all 
Church Hiſtory till near a thouſand years after our 
Sxviour's times and he gives this reaſon why the 
Goſpel taught patience and ſubmiſſion, becaule the 
contrary would have ruined Chriſtianity then, when 
but a few profeſſed it, but tells us St. Pau! would 
have taught otherwiſe if he had lived in our days. 
I (hall not diſpute how the Cardinal or the Scotch 
Gentlemen ( who talk at the ſame rate) came to 
know this, but I ſay, it 1s equally deſtructive of a- 
ny other Do&rine a man hath no mind to. practile ; 
as of this of ſubmiſſion to Princes, and luffering 
patiently for the truth without refiftance. As ſup- 
pole I have a mind to revenge, and they tell me of 
the Doctrine of meeknels, and forgiving injuries and 
Enemies ; if I reply , this Doctrine was adopted to 
the Infant ſtate of Chriſtianity , when Profeſſors 
were few, and expoled to perſecution, and could 
have got nothing by revenging their quarrels but 
ruine ; but the ſtate of things is otherwiſe now, 
and I may revenge my ſelf with ſecurity both as to 
my ſelf, and as to my Religion ; and from thence 
infer that that Doctrine is ceaſed, and I am at liberty 
todo in that particular as I (ee caule, and that St. Paul 
would have taught ſo if he had lived in theſe times, 
I fay if I ſhould argue thus upon their principles , 
It could never be anſwered; and a man might ſay 
as much for any other Goſpel precept , he had no 
mind to obey. 
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But to return, The Covenanters in their firſt De- 
claration, date the riſe of all their troubles from the 
year 1648, and that is true and worth a Note. You 
muſt know Charles the firſt had given them by the 
pacification- all that they asked , and the long Re- 
bel Parliament had ſeat them home loaden with 
thanks, Money and: the ſpoils of Exz/and before our 

4 View of the wars began *, but things going ll on the Parlia- 
late Troubles. ent fide, after the King had routed Waller in the 
ap. 158. Weſt, and almoſt totally ſubdued the North by the 
valour of the E. of Newcaſtle , the Parliament ha- 

ving no other way to-turn- them, were forced to 

call in the Scots: once more: with Money and Pro- 

miſes, yea and Oaths too, to ſettle the Presbyterian- 

Church -Government here in Exe/and, Theſe two 

things prevailing upon them, in they came, and 

that ruined. the King and: his Party, who at lift 
ſurrendring. hanſelf to the Scots, they dutifully fold 

him to the Parliament for 300000 /b, as all the 

World: knows ; but the Chapmen fell out, and In- 
dependency prevailing at the ſame time in Erglard,. 

on- it went with the ſame force, and ruined' the 

poor Kirk of Scotland, and: made this Covenanting 

Nation, the verieſt- Slaves in the world:; and' ever 

ſince, Presbytery there as well as in Ez/ard have. 

been in: a feeble ſtate :- and they were oppreſt in their 

civil Intereſts, Liberties and: Freedoms, and made 

ſuch Slaves by a ſtanding Army of Ergiiſh, andtwo 

Forts which his Majeſty hath ſince demoliſhed, that 

a- Scot 1n thoſe days durſt not have walked (as I 

have been-told) with a Cudgel in his hand; and 
Rarliament, general Aſſembly, or any other Conven- 

tion, they were never to have more, nor- any other 

Addreſs but. what they got by moſt humble Supplica- 

tiep,  ouly they had no Biſhops, ſo that if his Majeſty ay m8 

reſtore 


( 81) 


reflore all things as he found them, when &od bronght 
him home to his Crown and Kingdoms , the Scots would 
have no reaſon to thank him for the favour, 


But in the interim, I wonder they can refle&thns 
upon the time, when their calamittes began, whick 
was the very year they fold his Majeſties Father into 
the hands of his Enemies, who balely murthered 
him ; and not be confounded with horror and ſhame 
at the Villany they then did, nor yet refle& upon 
the Juſtice of God which hath purſued them ever 
ſincethrough all the changes that have happened, and 
having firft made their dear Covenanting Brethren 
of England to begin the Chaſtiſement of them, hath 
gone on from time to time, to baffle all their at- 
tempts to recover their Loſt Eſtate, and they have 
reaſon to believe he will do fo, till the opinions and 
perſons of that ſchiſmatical Confederacy be rooted: 


out of the World. 


And here let our Egliſh Diſſenters too be pleaſed. 
to remember, they have done worle then the Scots; 
for they murthered that Prince which the Scots on- 
ly fold, and by how much they have ſmarted leſs 
then the Scots, ſo much the more is 'behind, and 
the Juſtice of God will not be reſtrained by the 
A& of Indemnity, but he will certainly recom-: 
penie them according to their deſerts, with fo 
much the greater ſeverity , becauſe they have abu- 
ſed the: Lenity of his Anotated and his long-ſuffe> 


rance, 


I ſhall add but one word more, and then ſee the 
Cataſtrophe of theſe Rebells; and that is an hum-- 


Ve: Requeſt: to the. Loyal Scors, rhat they would 
not: 
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not take this ami(s, for I heartily applaud their 6- 
delity to his Majeſty, and acknowledge they de- 
ſerve. to partake of his Royal bounty and Prince- 
ly favour equally with the Ergliiſh , and I wiſh 
them all that proſperity and happineſs they can de- 
lire : for they are no otherwile concerned in the Co- 
venanters, then the Church of +” TR men are 1n 
the evil Actions of the Engliſh Diltenters, 


The 20th of June, the Duke of Monmonth who 
went Poſt into Scotland. for that Service, went to 
the Army which the Council of Scot/and had pre- 
pared for him, which lay then at a place called 
Blackburn, where he viewed and mulſter®d all the 
Forces, and pur all things in a readineſs to en- 
camp, the next day he marched with his Army to 
Moorhead, and the day following to Bothwell bridge. 
Where the Enemy lay about eight Miles diſtant from 
his ſecond Camp. ; 


The place where they then were, was called Ha- 
milten Park, and was well choſen, if it had or could 
have been well defended , for there was no paſlage 
to it but over Bothwell bridge, which they had well 
lined with Muſqueteers, and Barricadoed with Stones, 
Cart Wheels, and the like. 


The Dukes Army marched in great ſilence and 
Order, and had been upon the Rebels before they 
had taken the Allarm ; but that their foremoſt Guards 
diſcovered them by the light of their Matches, 
x ſo they put themſelves into a poſture of De- 
ENCe, 


The 
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The Duke found the Rebels in two Bodies, half 
a Mile one from the other ; the foremoſt Party 
which was the weakeſt in Number, lay near the 
Bridge, the other near their Camp, as high as the 
liitle Park, where they ſtood in their Orders and 
Ranks. 


Major Oe/ethorp, poſted himſelf upon the firſt ap- 
proach near the Bridge, with the Dragoons, and 
che reſt of the Dukes Army drew up, upon a Hill 
fronting Hamilton Park, about a mile from the 
Bridge ; the River being between the two Ar- 
mies. 


As loon as the Duke came to Major Og/ethorp*s 
Poſt, there came out to him from the Rebels, one 
David Haine, and another of their Preachers, who 
preſented to his Grace, the Declaration I have reci- 
ted, Printed, and a Petition ſigned by Robert Hamil- 
ton their General, in the name of the Covenanted 
Army then in Arms ; in which they prayed 7hat 
the Terms of their Declaration might be made good , 
and that a (ſafe Condutt might be granted to ſome of 
their Numler, to addreſs themſelves to his Grace inthis 
Matter, 


To which the Duke replyed, that he would not 
treat with them upon their Declaration, the terms of 
which were contrary to the Fundamental Laws of the 

Lind, and ſuch as he wonld not, nor could grant ; as 1n- 
deed they were too high to have been offered after 

2 Victory ; much more in the firſt approaches of a 
General, with a better though (maller Army then 
theirs. But then he told them, 7hat if they would 
lay down their CArmes, he would receive them into the 
Kinas 
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Kings mixcy, And with this Anſwer the two Preach- 
ers. went back, deſiring ſome time to conſider , which 
the Duke granted them, 


About half an hour after, the Rebels ſent a Paper 
by a Drummer , reprelenting that they were in- 
formed that his Grace came from Ernz/and, with 
terms to be offered to them, and they defired to 
know what he had to propole, that they might 
adviſe whether the Terms were ſuch as they could 
accept of. 


Whether this were ſo or no, it was very impru- 
dent in them, to ſend this Meſſage before they had 
excuſed themſelves in relation his firſt demands , and 
beſides, this was a mighty {light to the Gene- 
ral to demand an account of his private *In- 
ſtructions by a Drummer with a Paper, when as it 
had been fitter to have ſent two or three of the beſt 
Gentlemen in their Army to have asked this favour, 
with all the Courtſhip imaginable , though their 
Forces had been much ſtronger then they were. For 
this indeed was it that made them thus inſolent, 
their Preachers had doubtleſs informed them, that 
the Dukes Army was leſs then theirs , as it is 
ſaid it was. And hence they concluded very igno- 


rantly , they might ask what they plealed, and have 
It, 


The Duke was not idle all this while, but had 
ordered his Canon to be brought down from the 
Body of the Army , and Planted near the Bridge, 
and with them hes had Drawn down ſome part of his 
Horſe and Foor, «whiil! they were treating , and 
took no notice of what he did, or at Icaſt did not 


oppole 
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oppoſe it , ſo they were every moment in a worſe 
condition and he was in a worſe condition, and he 
in & better, | 


So that being netled with this contempt of theirs, 
he ſent away their Drummer with this anſwer, hat 
ſince they had not ſatisfied him, but rather trifled, he 
would recerve no more meſſages from them, And to ſhew 
them he was in Earneſt, whatever they were, com- 
manded his Cannon to fire z which it no ſooner did, 
but the Rebels who were drawn up on the other 
ſide upon a riſing ground near the Bridge , threw 
themſelves upon the ground to avoid the ſhot. - But 
\ thoſe that were placed upon the Bridge, fired at 
firſt pretty briskly, but after five or ſix Cannon ſhot 
they ran away, thoſe on the riſing ground beginning 
firſt ; as they were a ſort of tumultuous people fitter 
to begin then carry on a War. 

The Dukes men immediately ſeized the Bridge , 
and threw into the River their Barracadoes, where 
they took the only piece of Cannon they had, of 
which they had made no uſe; and then followed them 
up the Hill: but their Number being very-ſmall , 
the Rebels rallied, and faced them, but had not the 
courage to come down upon them. So the Dukes 
Party returned back again to the Bridge, and one ſhot 
of Cannon more, made the Rebels flie to their main 
Body, where they ſtood again. By which, one ma 
ſee here was neither -courage nor conduct in theſe 


men or their Commanders. 

In the mean time, the General paſſed the Army 0- 
ver the Bridge, and drew it up upon the riling 
ground which took 'ſome time, and at laſt a little be- 

re they were quite in Order, the Rebels advan- 
ced upon the Army in very order ; but clpying 

the 
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the Cannon in the head of the Dukes Army, they 
immediately ſhifted their Order and opened in- the 
middle, thinking it ſeems they were obliged to ſhoot 
ſireight forward, but the Cannon being turn*d upon 
them as they then ſtood , and diſcharged: three or 
four times, they began to run again; their Commander 
Robert Hamilton being, one of the firſt ; and the Dukes 
Dragoons and the Highlanders Advancing upon them 
in this Confuſion, it was a perfet Rout, and they fled 
all ways ; the Dukes men purſuing them, In this 
Skirmiſh there were killed 7, or 800, and.Eleven er 
1200. taken Priſoners. The Horſe were wholly bro- 
ken, and thoſe of the Foot that eſcaped, fled immedi- 
ately to the W.ood. in Hamilton Park , where the only 
care was to ſecure them from flying, To which pur- 
poſe his Grace drew up his Forces, and ſurrounded 
the Park, and ſent Collonel Dagl/as with: a detacht 


Party to ferret them out of the Wood, Of the Dukes 
Party few men. were loſt.. I 1 


The next day., the Duke ſent out ſeveral Parties 
to purſue thoſe that were fled ;. marching him- 
felf with the Army to a Village within two miles 
of Strewne'; and the twenty fourth of Fuze, ſent -all 
the priſoners which were ſaid to be 11, or 1200, un- 
der. the Guard of. two: Militia-Regiments, and Cap- 
tain Strathan's Froop of Dragoons- to- Edenborough 
the Magiſtrates. of- which place, undertook to ſecure 
them with the Town Guards,; and accordingly put 
them into an incloſure with high Walls round. is, at 
the. Back of the Gray. Fryers. Church. . FS 


» * w } 


to conſult with the Lordsof the .Coungil howto dil- 
pole. of. the. Heretors and. MilitiarRegiments chat had: 


ſerved. 
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ſerved his Majeſty on that occaſion againſt the Re- 
bels, as alſo of thoſe that were then on their march 
from the ſeveral Shires, ſeeing there was then no 
need of their further Service. Which affair being 
ordered, together with ſuch other as he thought molt 


neceflary, he took Poſt-Horſes, and returned to 
London. 


Thus ended the Scorch Rebellion, with the Com- 
mon fate of ſuch ill grounded enterpriſes; it made 
them weaker and more hated, and ſtrengthened and 
confirmed the lawful Authority of his Majeſty ; it 
being the nature of the Vulgar to loath and deſpiſe 
the Innocent when unfortunate z much more Rebels 
and Traitors, ; | 


But then theſe Zealots like their Predeceſſors who 
ruined the Fews , and Foſephs informs us, by their 
cruelty and furious bloody devotion, had beſpoke the 
deteſtation of all ſober men, not only by their bar- 
barous aſlaflination of the Primate , which was the 
occaſion of this Rebellion, but alſo by their infolence 
and unaccountable rage and madneſs during the ſhort 
time it laſted, Of which I will give a few inſtan- 
CES, | 


They Barbarouſly treated the dead Body of one he Spirit of 
Graham an Officer, whom they killed at that Conven- 7997-295:47+ 
ticle which beFan the Rebellion upon the account of 
his Name only. They committed inſufferable Inſo- 
lences in the Houſes of the Regular Miniſters and 
Loyal Gentlemen as they marched along the Coun- 
trey to Glaſgow, Stabbing, Cutting, and Gaſhing his 
Majeſties Picture whereloever they found it ; parti- 
cularly in the Houſe of the Laird of Hagges, execu- 
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ting that Treaſon they had entertained in their hearts 
upon his Ethgies, becauſe his Royal Perſon was out 
of their reach, fooliſhly at once betraying and dif- 
appointing their difloyal deligns. They behaved them- 
ſelves barbarouſly in the houle of the Archbiſhop of 
Glaſgow, where they burat his Books, cut in pieces his 
beſt Hangings and Furniture, and almoſt killed a 
Gentlewoman with blows, who was left to keep the 
Houſe, only for ſaying thele words ; Gentlemen, 1 
hope yowl remember that you are in the CArchbiſhops 
Houſe, They lacrilegioully entered the Cathedral of 
Glaſeow,and finding a Tomb-ſtone over the Two Chil- 
dren of the Biſhop of Argwle with an Inſcription 
of a Modern date. They digged up their Bodies, 
run them through with their Swords, aad left them 
lying above the ground, . 


And even after they were beaten, one of the Kings 
Souldiers,. going into a Countrey houle belonging to 
one of thele Covenanters for a httle Meal, as he 
_ down to take it out of a Cheſt, was by the 
Maſter of the Houle ſtabbed through the Back, for 
which: unmaoly Murther, he was immediately appre- 
hended, and ſhot to death, Which (as the Author 


faith) ſhews the cruel and mercileſs diſpoſition of that - 
fort of people. 


To which it you- add' the: two: inſolent Proclama- 
tions I have mentioned already , it will be no won- 
der the City of Edenborough-received the news of their 
defcat with: the greateſt joy imaginable; there being 
nothing to be heard there, but joyful acclamations; 
Ringing of Bells, and Roaring of Cannons (from 
the Caltle, and good -ſtore-of Bonfires beſides , all 
men dreading to fall jnato the hands of 'ſuch Godly 

| | Villains, 
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Villains, and therefore rejoycing at their Ruine: 

And now my dear Country men, if you will but 7, Concluſion, 
be pleaſed to refle& ſeriouſly and impartially upon 
what I have written with great pains for your infor- 
mation, I doubt not but you will conclude with me, 
that as never any Prince treated a People with more 
Candour and Lenity then his Majeſty did upon this 
juncture, ſo there were ſome that made very unſui- 
table returns to his goodneſs; and plainly diſcover- 
ed that the peace of the Kingdom, was not fo truly 

aimed at by ſome of them, as it was intended by him. 

Notwithſtanding their loud pretences of preſerving 
and ſettling the Proteſtant Religion, which is iaſe- 
parably annexed to, and bound up 1n the other. _ 

How far they 1mploy'd their time 1n the great con- 
cerns of the Nation, how far their Proceedings were 
ealm and peaceable, and how far they tended to the 
curbing of the motions of thoſe unruly Spirits which 
did endeavour to diſturb them, I ſhall leavealſlo tg, 
your and their ſerious thoughts. CT --- 
- T have altalong followed the Printed Journal of ** * 
this Seffion of Parliament, tranſcribing for the moſt 
part the very words; except they were too long, 
and then abbreviating them. with all the fidelity ima- 
ginable: but when all is done, I adviſe you to read 
the Original too, 


If I ſeem too ſharp in any of my reflections, I de- 
fire you would conſider that it is impoſſible for fleſh 
and bloud to be unconcerned, when a mans Prince, 
his Religion, his Liberty, Eſtate, and life 1s at the 
Stake, and all in danger to be ruined by the knavery 
of ſome, and the folly of .athers.._._.__......_._ T_T... 


I 
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I have not catched at all opportunities to make 
them neither ; but have left ſcope enough to my Rea- 
der to add his own, where I have ſpared mine, which 
he may do with more fafety then I can. 


And laſtly being ſenſible of the infirmities of mor- 
tality in general, and of my own in particular I 
ſubmit my ſelf intirely to wiſer men, having had no 
other deſign in this, then to preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, and the Civil Govern- 
ment, as much as 1n me lieth, by ſhewing how they 
have been endangered by others beſides the Papiſts, 
which will appear more fully allo, if any occaſion 


ſhall preſent- it (ſelf, of ſpeaking further upon this 
Subje& hereafter, 


FINTIS. 
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To all the Loyal Perſons in the Nation, 
who Addrefled to His MajesTyY to 
Thank Him for His late Gracious 


DECLARATION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


His and the twe former Parts of this Work 
were all written at once, tho they have hap- 
peneq| ſince to be publiſhed at ſeveral times, 

and were occaſioned by thoſe many Generous and moſt 

Loyal Demonstrations you every day then gave of your 

Attachment to His Majeſties Intereſt, and the Eſta- 

bliſhed Government both in Church and State ; for 

the truth us, till T ſaw you riſe up ſo generally, and de- 
clare ſo heartily what your intentions were, I durſt 
not think of oppoſing that Torrent, that then ſeemed 

' to bear down all that ſtood before it, and threatned 

the rooting np of the Monarchy. 

But when you came forth, and with a Loyalty 
and Courage becoming Engliſh-Men, tell your So- 
veraign however you have of late been repreſented 
to him and the World, you were reſelved to maintain 
Hu Royal Authority,the Church and the Government, 

A and 
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' and the Lawful Succeſſion too, in the State they were 


now Legally ſetled, againſt all oppoſition whatſoever, 
and to that purpoſe freely and ſincerely offer him your 
Lives and Fortunes ta Command when nece/ſ1tyſhould 
require: ; Tihen ſaw therg were more 'Thonſaugs then I 
thougbt of that were refolved, never to bow the Knee 
to the ſchiſmatical Calves ether at Dan or Bethel ; 
or ſubmit to another Hogan Mogan Common-wealth; 
and then I perceived that my former fears, how juſt 
foever they might ſeem before, were yet too great, for 
there were ( or at leaſt might be ) more for us then a- 
gainſt us. 

But then when I conſidered your quality, and the 
places you enjoyed in the Government, 1 raiſed my 
hopes yet higher, and I concluded a people who had 
fuch Loyal, ſuch Religious, ſuch Free and Generous 
Perſons intruſted with the Government of them, could 
hardly miſcarry in the end, tho for a time popular 
Storms might toſs them. 
 T thought alſo that God himſelf bad again re- 
ſpefted his beloved Daughter the Church of Eng- 
land ; for which I was before more concern'd then 
for my ſelf : and that he had declared himſelf the ſe- 
cond time for:the Family of his Servant the Illuſtrious 
Royal Martyr ; For I could not aſcribe ſo univerſal 
and unuſual, Concurrence of Men of different Humors, 
Educations, and degrees to any other cauſe then the 

. Divie- 
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Divine: Procvidence inſpiring them 'with 4 Epivieof 
Unity, Loyalty, and Reſolution. 
Yet obſerving that there was a conſiderable number 
Freemen and Freeholders in the Nation to whom 
Heaven had not yet Vouchſafed that favour, who- went 
wrong out of Ignorance and \incogitancy rather then 
Fattion or -Diſloyalty, and being an idle perfon, 
thought 1 could not poſfubly better imploy a part of 
my time,” then in Addr ceſſing to rbem, ro reduce and 
them, and as much as in me lay'to'render them 
like you ; and alſo to confirm ſuch as wks poſſibly yer 
ſtagger if another Temptation ſhould befall them. 

So that Gentlemen, is was from-your example, 

1 took Courage to Write, - and for yokr ſakes Chitfly 

have T fance ventured to publiſh what T have written, 
that I may in ſome ſort juſtify your NuMterous Ad- 
drefles, and therefore I bumbly beg your leave to 
Dedicate the whole Work to you who dev ind gave 


it life. 


It may poſſibly ſeem ſirange to ſorne f you to find Euſcbis puts 


the Dedication 
an Epistle Dedicatory in the end, as it Were of 4d of his Eccle- 


Work; but the thing bath been done before; 'and the —_ _ 
trath 4 is; T- would not venture at'a Dedication thll 1 gining of th 
ard Jee whether it would be received in the World, @nd Book of ir. 
now it is, I am ſorry T have nothing better to preſent 

you' with whoſe Names deſerve 'to be” Regiſtred fo 

aft ſucceeding "Ares, and your Enconmium writ- 
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teni.by "the moſt Elegant Pen the Chriſtian World 
affords. 

; But Gentlemen, tt is not my deſign to Create a 
high opinion of you, in your ſelves, but to excite 
you to 20 0n and perfett the good Work you have be- 
gan, for that is the thing the Faftious pleaſe them- 
ſelves in, viz. That howerver you ſeem now, When 
time ſhall be, you will unſay all again, and jon 
with them as heartily as any other againſt the Church 
and State, and this they have publiſhed in print ; and 
that I may not ſeem to ſlander them, Twill Tranſcribe 
the very words of one of them. 

« No applications of this Nature to the reg- 

** nant perſon-are to be eſteemed of any great 
*« Weight or Significancy ; if you do but conlt- 
« der theFelult of the many Addreſſes Three 
«and Twenty years ago to Richard (rompwell, 
* and how they only ſerved to render him fe- 
* cure till he was undermined and ſupplanted, 
« for all the Sixteen Hundred Thouſand that 
« vowed to live and dye by him, not ſo much 
©« 25 one man drew a Sword for him when he 


- * came to be laid aſide. I acknowledg that 


© there is great difference betwixt an Uſurper 
« and a lawful Prince, ( be might have added alſo, 
and betwixt a parcel of men that bad ſworn and for- 
ſworn themſelves "ps often” as occaſion required, and 
: betrayed 
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betrayed thereby all parties ont after another, and ſuch 
' Adareſſors as theſe who applyed themſelves to their 
lawful and rightful Soveraign to whom they were true 
when his 1 600000 Rebelled, firſt againlt their Na- 
tural Prince,and when they had precvailed againſt bin 
by Perjury and Violence, they made uſe of them one a- 
gainſt another, till at length they ruined themſelves 
**to0 ) Yer that ( as be goes on ) detracts very 
« little in the preſent Caſe from the Impor- 
© tance of the Conlideration which I have ſug- 
« geſted, ſecing the leaſt that we are to gather 
*from it is this, that no Addreſſes contrary to 
«the Intereſt and general Humour of the Na- 
tion (which he ſuppoſeth theſe were) are to be 
« accounted of any value for a Prince to ſu- 
© tain himſelf upon, And if there be nothing 
* elſe to ſecure our late Addreflors to his Maje- 
* ſty ( which he grants there is, they bemg his Na- 
*tural Subjefts, and ever Loyal to him ) but their 
«© promiſes and proteſtations in theſe papers, 
© he may be as much diſappointed, ſhould he 
© truſt to chem, as the former Gentleman after 
*the like Security. Thus far my Author, but he 
ought to harve conſidered, Richard was turn'd out 
by the Army againſt whom theſe Addreſſors could not 
have protefted him if they would, which added to the 
former of the temper of the" different Addreſſors y 
| | the 
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the ſeforral Parties, and their coery diſtant *0r ra; 
ther oppoſite poſitions, which be takes notice of, the 
one being an Mſurper, and the other a lawful Prince, 
will make the two caſes ſo totally unlike ; that no * 
conſequence can be dratm from the one to the othey, 
much leſs that bbld one, that becauſe Richard was 
laid afide without any reſiſtance made” by the Addreſ- 
ſers, therefore none is to be expetted from theſe. 
But the truth is, tho you be never ſo ſincere, 'yet 
you may be overpowred by force, and then all your pro 
teſtations in theſe Papers will have no other effe&t then 
to betray you to rune when ever theſe Godly Richar- 
dians can get the maſtery over you ; to prevent which 
it ts abſolutely neceſſary to back' your ſaid Loyal Declas 
rations With effeftual ſupplies when neceſſity requires, 


and in the Interim to take all the care imaginable to 


win off as many as you can of the Freemen and Free- 
holders of the Nation from ſiding with ſuch men as my 
Author ,in the next Eleftion of Parliament-Men : and 
becauſe I conld do little more, 1 writ theſe three ſmall 
diſcourſes for that end , and how meanly ſoever 1 
have performed my part in it, T beg your acceptance of 
my good intentions, and that you would in your ſeveral 
Stations promote this Work which is ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, by more effeftual means. 

 Amongft which T am' perſuaded none' wonld ſucceed 
better then an Univerſal Execution of the Laws again 

: Ihe 
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the Diſſenters, Eſpecially thoſe againſt Conventi- 


cies, for theſe are the Seed-places - where fations 
are nurſed up till they may be ftrong enough to graple. 
with and overturn the Government of Church and 
State, and to this end the Oxford \ A would be more 
ſubſervient in Corporations, then that of the 22d of 
' bis now Majeſties Reign. For if the Teachers were 
once removed ont of theſe places, tho but to a diſtance 
of Five Miles, they would not ſo eafily poyſon the 
ſmall Freemen with Rebellious principles ; and thoſe 
that they harve already ſeduced would in time become 
- more tractable. | 
One other means I would recommend to you, is the 
Communicating the Loyal diſcourſes that are ervery day 
printed to your Neighbours, Which is done much more 
uſually by the Oiſſenters by the other ſort, ſo that you 
ſhall ſometimes find a Seditious Libel to have paſſed 
. through ſo many hands, that it is at laſt ſcarce Legible 
for durt and ſweat ; whilſt the Loyal anſwer ſtands 
 # a Gentlemans Study as clean and as neat as it came 
from the Preſs. But if the meaner ſort of men might 
but hear both the Parties, the Advantage the Govern- 
ment gives to the Loyal fide, added to the ſtrength of 
their Reaſons, would certainly in time turn the Scale 


that way ; and then they would be zealous too for the © 


Government, when their Reaſons and Conſciences were 
once convinced that their Intereſt and Duty lay there. 


And : 


VIll 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


4nd another is, the keeping ( as much as 1s poſſible) 
of Faftious men out of all places of Truſt, Power, 
or Profit ; which when they have once gained, they 
conſtantly imploy theſe private advantages to the pub- 
lick dammage. Had this been duely Attended upon his 
MajeSties Return,and prattiſed erver ſince ve had not 
been in the danger we now are of being ruined the ſe: 
cond time by them : but alas, :they had plundred the 
Nation for 2 © yeays together, and the Af of Indem- 
nity made all this [ll-gotten wealth their own, and 
with it they purchaſed the far greateſt part of the pla- 
ces of profit, whilſt the poor Caviliers were excluded 
becauſe they had nothing to give ; and the rich be- 
cauſe it was a ſhame to take any thing of them. And 
thus the Eaftious with the ſpoils of the Royal Party 
put themſelves once more into a Capacity to ruin the 
Government, and harving thus got much more wealth 
then they had before, they procured a great part of 
the places of Truſt and Authority to be put into their 
hands too, and many Loyal perſons turn'd Whigs in re- 
venge and out of diſcontent. 

But that which of all other things would the moſt 


ſpeedily and effefiually ſecure the Nation from a re* 


laps into miſery and confuſion, is a ſurrender of the 
Charters of the Corporations into his Majeſties bands, 
and the taking out of new ones with ſuch reſtri&1ons 


3s he and his Council thinks fit. Nor can 1imagine 
why 
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why thu ſhould be ſcrupled, it being the onely way 
that can ſecure them long in that Vaſt and diſþropors 
tionable Privileds they now have of ſending up Bur- 
geſſes to the Parliament, which as they had it at firſt 
from the Crown, ſo it was in danger to have been ly5t 
when the Government fell into O. C's. Hands , and 
will go near to be loſt in the Next Rebellion, and 
therefore it befits them,of all men,to Secure the King's 
Authority, which is the foundation of theirs. 


Gentlemen, 


You may perhaps not thank me for thus offering my 
Alvice before it was asked ; but if you pleaſe to reflett 
Seriouſly upon what T have ſaid, and alſo upon the In- 
dignities the Author of the Pamphlet T mentioned have 
Caſt upon you, it will ſoon appear reaſonable to do all 
that is in your power to preſerve your Selves out of the 
hands of ſuch inſolent men. And this 1s not to be done 
by Addrefling to the King onely, (tho that was well 
done too ) but by addreſsing your ſelves to root out 
Fattion by all_ the Lawful Means God in bis Provi- 
dence ſhall afford you : and if you be once reſolved 
0n this, no mans Counſel will be refuſed m a buſineſs 
of that Conſequence, that it Needs the United Hands 
and Heads of the whole Nation to effett it. 

But that T may obtain your belief the better in re- 
lation to what concerns the Author T juſt now mention- 


ed, 


The impartial 
account of the 
Nature and 

Tendancy of 
the Addr ſts. 
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ed, will tranſcribe ſome Paſſ ages out of him, Se#ion 
the 7th, be tells us, © The Number of the Sub- 
« ſcribers (to the Addreſſes) is not to lo Conſide- 
« rable as to bear any proportion to o_ who 
« are againſt them ; for tho' a few bulie peo- 
« ple have made a great noiſe and buz in leve- 
« ral places of the Kingdom, yet all of them 
* put together, make not ſo great a Number 
« as we have (cen not long ſince to one Peti- 
« tion for a Parliament. Now doubtleſs this his 
Neglect and Scorn of your Paucity and Few: 
neſs, (as be words it) as it proceeds from hence, that 
you were for the moſt part the Governors, or at leaſt 
the Freemen or Freeholders that Addreſſed, when 
the Rabble and their Children Petitioned, /o it is 
intended to provoke his Mirmidons to fall upon you, 
and teach ygu more reFþett to his Leviathan The 
Multitude. 

This be proſecutes further, Sefton the 8th, where 
he tells us, ** Tho' the Clergy and many of 
« the preſent Commiſſioners both Civil and 
« Military, and the Magiſtrates of ſeveral of 
** the Corporations had not onely Intereſted 
* themſelves in Countenancing the Addreſſes, 
<© but been Sticklers for them as for the Great 
*© Charter or the Petition of Right, and ſome of 
**them had been Knighted meerly for ' that 


© SCrVICE, 
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&« Service, (4s he Contemptuouſly calls it) yet-could 
* not all this prevail with or bring over any 
« great or valuable Number to joyn in them. 
The truth is, it was eavly days then, but 1 believe 
the Gentleman had enough at laſt, and it is 19 won- 


der that men of the quality he reckons up, ſhould not be 
Numerous. 


Yet Seftion gth,be tells us, © Your quality was 
« as Inconſiderable as your Number,being ſuch 
« as for want of Years ( their Party are always of 
«© Age if they can but tell their Names) or Poverty 
** were never Capable of Giving a Vote in 
«* Ele&ion of Members to Sit in Parliamenr, 
« and (a few excepted) the reſt made up of 
«the Scum and Refule of the Places where 
* they live. Were all bis Petitioners Worſhipful 
Gentlemen, Learned States-men and Lawyers,or Sound 
Dives, &c. tho the Order was, Care ſhould be taken 
the Subſcribers (hould be numerous, tho they were net- 
ther Gentlemen, nor ſo much as Freemen ? But 
be goes on, © Norwich, whence we have been 
© alaramed with the greateſt Noile, yields but 
** a ſmall Number of perſons either of Eſtate 
* or Ulefulneſs, whole hands were Annexed 
*tothe Paper which was ſent up. Net this ſmall 
number of Poor, Uſeleſ? people, were the Gorvernors 

C 
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and Common Councel of one of the Riche#t as well as 
Loyalleſt Cities of the Nation, 
Section the 1 oth be ſaith, © That your Moral 
*© Conditions were agreeable to your Civil, 
* men Popiſhly inclined. Abhorrers of Peti- 
* tions,or guilty of one or other offence which 
«© the late Parliaments were about calling 
«them to an Account for : the reſt were little 
<* Bankrupre Tradeſmen, Scandalous and dif: 
< graced Attorneys : men whole folly made 
* them pragmatical and impertinent,or whoſe 
« prodigality and ambition forced them -to 
« look for preferment above their merit. So 
© thar did but his Majeſty know, (and Jalue the 
© Tudoment of the Petitioners) he would eſteem ir 
{© arefleftion upon his Honour, and an Alper: 
* ſton upon the Wiſdom and the Equiry of his 
* Proceedings, to be either Approached or 
© Thanked by them, Tet this i a little more 


* By Tw o ?20deSt, than for a parcel of ſuch men to come forth 


Proclama- 
tions, one 


of the 117th 


and tell him againſt his Declared * Reſolution, T hat 
ic was neceſſary to {ſuffer the Parliament to Sit 


day of De- Prelently : for this was to Teach him, And you may 


cemb. 1679. 


for Proroguing the Parliament till the 1 1th of Novemb.following. And the 
other Publiſhed the 12th day of Decemb. 1679. againſt Theſe Tumultuous 
Petitions, as contrary to the Common and Known Laws of the Land : and 


tending to promote Diſcontents amongſt the People, and to raiſe Sedl- 
tion and Rebellion,&s. 


from 
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from this Charafter perceive what Treatment you muſt 
Expe& from theſe Gentlemen if ever they get an 
Advantage againſt you. 


Seton the 11th be tells ws, © Your Politicks 
« were equal with your Morals ; for can any 
« man believe ( ſaith he) that the Mayors, Head- 
* boroughs, Aldermen, Bailifts, Burgeſles and 
« Freemen of Ripon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham, 
« Hazelmeere, New-Sarum,&c. are Competent 
&« Judges what the late Houſe of Commons 
« did legally or illegally ? &c. Net this is not al- 
together ſo difficult, as "tis to tell when it is fit a 
Parliament ſhould Sit, and when it is not fit, becauſe 
this depends on certain known and fixed Rules, which 
the other doth not, but is to be judged by the preſent 


ſtate of Forraign and Domeſtick Aﬀairs ; things that 


are known to, few men.” "Then he goes on and tells us, 
© The Learned Gentlemen of the Gown were 
**ar leaſt as well qualified to give their ſence 
* and opinion about theſe matters, as Country 
* Mercers, [nn-Keepers, Taylors and Thatch- 
i ers ( Joy muſt know, the London Tradeſmen are 


. next Neighbours to bis Learned Gown-men, and. ſo 


are Excepted by the Addition of the wo1d Country.) 
And yet be tells us, © Thole refuſed to meddle 


** With Addreſſes, &c. But, Sir, did any.of. them. 


von 
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Sion your Petitions, T pray ! if they did not, to uſe 


your own Wards a little yaried, 20000 hands, to 
your Petitions, will not make that impreſs10n on 
the Minds of Modeſt thinking men, as their being Caſt 
out too by the Benchers and Barriſters of the Inns of 
Court will. 


He Concludes, Se&.2 2. with this Threat, *That 
<« as you mult Expect that the judgment which 
<« you have paſled upon perſons and things, will 
<«« at one time or another come under a review; 
© So matters which have either been milrepre- 
< ſented by you, or in reference to which Par- 
* liaments ( you know Which be means) have been 
* Arraigned, may before then, come to be ſo 
« well underſtood by his Majeſty, and all 
« things ſo well Adjuſted between Him and 
** his People, chat you (the Addreſſers) may nei- 
© ther find your ſelves able to decline, nor be 
*1na condition to Control the Juriſdiftion of 
* the next Parliament, to which, he ſaith, he 
*© ſhall at preſent leave you. And you may be 
ſure he expetts it will be ſuch an One as the Laſt were, 
and then he thinks he fhall not need to wiſh you a 
worſe puniſhment. 

At this Inſolent rate you have been treated im Print, 
and what can follow but the Utmoſt Revenge this 


worſt 
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worſt ſort of Men can inflift upon you, if ever they 


get you again under their power, T have read, That 
in the end of the laſt War there was a Motion made at 
a Council of War, for a general Aaſſacre of all the 
principal Malignants, as- they then [tiled the King's 
Party , and that it was Carried in the Negative by 
a few Votes , and Conſidering the Rage, Malice and 
Diſpair of theſe men to accompliſh their Trayterous 
Deſigns of Subverting the Government any other 
Way , now the Kingdom hath.taken the Alarm, and not 
only Addreſſed, but Abhorred their Aflociation too, 
it is but reaſonable to Expet it will not be again over- 
ruled if Ever they be in a Capacity to put it to the Vote 
the Second time : which God prevent, 


My Intentions were to have ended this Epiſtle bere, 


it being but too long already ; but there is one Paſſage 
m this Pampblet T judge abſolutely neceſſary to be 
Conſadered, the words are Theſe , © Tho men are 
* to be eſteemed capable of knowing their 
* own Wants, Fears and Dangers, and ought 
*to be juſtified in begging choſe means of Re- 
* lief and Redreſs which the Law hath provi- 
*ded for them; yet every one is not to be 
* accounted Snfficiently qualified ro Deter- 
* mine concerning the Reaſonableneſs and 


* Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings and 
« Re- 
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«© Reſolves; nor is any Number of Men what- 
«© ſoever Impowred to Umpire differences be- 
© tween his Majeſty and his Great Council. 
This is the pretence that juſtified the lat War, and as 
long as it ſtands for a Maxime at this looſe rate it is 
here pen'd, will juſtifie Ten thouſand one after an- 
other ; and therefore it cannot but be worth a ſmall 


parcel of your time to Enquire and Conſider how much 


truth or falſehood there 1s i it, 


And m the firſt place it cannot be denyed, but that 
every man ought to have the Liberty to propoſe his own 
perſonal Wants, Fears and Dangers to his Supe- 
riors, and to be allowed thereupon to beg ſuch Redreſs 
as the Law hath procvided : but then to infer from 
hence, that he hath an Equal right or ability to Conſt- 
der of thc Publick and National Wants, Fears and 
Dangers, and to beg the Ena&ting of New Laws, 
or the Repeal of Old Laws, for the removing of them : 
or, which is all one, the Calling, or Sitting, the Con- 
tinuance, or Changing, of Parliaments to that purpoſe, 
is ſo groſs a deluſion, ſo full of Danger, and doth ſo 
immediately tend to Sedition and Rebellion, Eſpecially 
if Multitudes of Faetious men may be allowed to pre- 
tend what Fears, Wants and Dangers, they pleaſe, 
and then in a Tumultuary way to beg what Redreſs 
they think fit, by Petitions ſigned by 40, 5 0, or 60 


thouſand 
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thouſand men at a time, that it was' probibiged by an 

Aft of Parliament upon Experience of the Miſchivf it _—_— bg 
* hath done, and the foreſight of what it will dv as often | 
as it is uſed, it being deſtruttive to any Government 
whatſoever, Ox ep 

* As tothe Second Propoſition, It is to be acknow- 
ledged, That every one is not to be accounted Suff1- 
ciently qualified to Determine concerning the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings 

and Reſolves ; But then *tis not fit to infer from 
thente, Firſt, That no man is ſo qualified ; nor ve- 
condly, That it is impoſsible but that all their Proceed- 

ings ſhould be Legal and Reaſonable. Nor Thirdly, 

That any man ought to approcve of ,and ſubmit to them, 
whether they be'ſo or no, For tho it 1s most certain, 

there are but few men are ſo qualified ; yet it is as 
Certain, th emen even amongZt the Rddreſlers 

were, if m ears Sitting in Parliament will qua- 

lifit a perſon of great abilities for it : And it is no leſs 
certain, That the Proceedings of Two or Three Par- T1ar of 1545, 
liaments within the Memory of Man, harve been not 194% 1553: 


1656. 1n Rone 


of w hich, Ex- 
onely Unreaſonable and Illegal, but Trayterous and larry + 


Rebellious ; and we are not ſure but that we may was there any 
. . oyal W 
have more ſuch, if God be not the Mercifuller to us : a all. 


and if any ſuch ſhould happen to be, and we ſhould joy oe Fry 
with them, tho but out of a Modeſt Opinion that we 9 the 8h, 
are not ſufficiently qualified to Determine concerning 


the 


» —— 
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the Legality and Reaſonableneſs of Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings and Refolves ; yet it would nej- 
ther Excuſe the Guilt, nor prevent the Puniſhment 
that is due by Law to them who ſhall Rebel againſt the 
King, tho in Obedience to a Parliament. _ 

To the Third, T hat no Number of Men what- 
foever is Impowred to Umpire. betwyixt his 
Majeſty and his Great Council ; may be anſwer- 
ed, That there is an ambiguity in the word Umpire, 
and it may-be taken not only different, but contrary 
wayes, and therefore it ought not to have been uſed in 
this place. | 

And Secondly, That if any difference ſhould hap- 
pen to ariſe betwixt him and them, we ought not to re- 
fiſt the King, nor to aſsift his Great Council againſt 
him with Force and Arms, tho the King ſhould be in 
the Wrong, and they in the Right ; "yg is Deter- 
mined in Parliament already. 

Thirdly, It is true, That no Number of men what- 
ſoever have any authority to bear and determine their 
Differences in a Judicial way, ſo as to compel them to 
ſubmit to their judgment ; for then that Number of 
men ſhould be Superior both to King and Barliament; 
but all this notwithſtanding ſeeing the Houſe of Com- 
mons Appealed to the People by Printing their Votes, 
ec. and the King by publiſhing bis Gracious Decla- 
ration, . why might not the Addreſlers, jo far ap- 

prove 
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prove of His HMajeſties Proceedings, as to Thank 
Him for the Satisfattion he had girven them, and to 
promiſe him to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 

tunes, which they were bound to do however. 
Fourthly, It may be anſwered, That beſides the 


Differences betwixt the King and the Commons, and 
the Lords and Commons, there were ſome Differences 


betwixt the Commons and ſome of them that Addreſſed 
afterwards ; they had Impriſoned ſeveral Gentlemen 
and other Subjetts which they conceived then (as per- 
baps they do ſtill) were Tlegal and Unreaſopable Pro- 
ceedings, and they were as capable of Knowing their 
want of Proteftion, and as ſenſible of the Dangers, 


and Fears of further Oppreſston as other men, and 


therefore they ought to barve been Juſtified if they 
had begged thoſe means of Relief and Redrefs which 
the Law had provided for them ; but yet they Pa- 
tiently and Silently Expe&ed the Tſſue titl GOD 
put it into His HMejeſties Royal Brealt (in whoſe 
hands are the Hearts of Kings) to declare theſe their 
Proceedings ARBITRARY ; and might they not 
then riſe up and Thank their Soveraign for the Favour 
be bad ſhown them * It is hard to conceive upon this 
Man's principles they might not” ha-ve Petitioned His 
MajeSty for Relief and Redreſs before this time, but 

Jet no man did it, 
Ad in Relation to the Differences betwixt His 
D 2 Majeity 
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Hajeſty and the Commons, and the Upper and the 
Lower Houſe, what neceſsity i is there that the Addreſ- 


ſers ſhould approve of them ; for tho the Commons 


were their Repreſentatives and Truſtees, the King u 
their Soveraign, and the Lords are not Aliens and 


Foreigners, but the Two higheſt States of this our 


Native Countr 'y : and altho the Addreflers pretend 
10 Authority over that Supreme Court of Juriſdittion, 


yet What reaſon is there why they may not appro-ve of 


what the Lords have done well, tho the Commons will 
not © 

Upon The whole therefore I crave Leave to Cen- 
clude, That the Addreſlors in General have done 
nothing but what may be fairly Juſtified, and was ne- 
ceſſ, ary to Satisfie his Majeſty and the W orld,that there 
was a Conſiderable Part of the Nation did not approve 
of. what was done in the Names of the whole by the 
Commons in Parliament : and if it be the Duty of eve: 
r) Engliſh man to fight for his King, if occaſion re- 
quire, againſt any Party that ever ſhall hereafter pre- 


13 7s 2. tend to have the Authority of both or cither of the Hou 
ſes to back them, as T humbly conceive is moſt plain, 


then why may not they right bis Majeſty with their 
Pens,who muſt do it with their Swords ; why may they 
not Approve his Cauſe as well as Defend it ? 

And if this be not allowed, Any King of En- 
gland may be  Depoſed and Murther of as the 


late 


ar 


% 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. KXt 

late King was; for if there be a Blind Obe- 

dience due to all the Votes of Parliament, and no '? T7 y 
man may in any Caſe judge them Illegal and Unrea- FT OR 
ſonable; then muſt ali men abſolutely Submit to 

them, and obey them ; and the Conſequence is, if any 

future Parliament ſhall Vote any future King or 
Monarchy it ſe!f a Grievanc? to the Nation, and 

thoſe that ſtand by them Enemies to the Kinodem, if 

no man may Contradi& ſuch a Vote, nor any Numbcr 

of Men how great ſoever Umpire betwixt the King 

and his Great Council ; that is, Defend him again{t 

his Parliament, the eff«& will Certain!y follow ; and 

as this is the natural Tendance of theſe Principles as 

we ſaw in the Late Troubles, ſo I can concerve no other 

cauſe why they ſhou'd be now again inſimatcd into the 

Heads of the Rabble. 

For theſe Men who pretend to reverence the T hree The late 
Laſt Parliaments at ſuch a Prodigious rate, do tra- Long det 
duce that which went immediately before mo$t abomin- woos nafioagy 
ably ; and thoſe who are ſo tender of the Votes of theſe, Parby his 

; Ys Penſioners 
care as little for the Eſtabliſhed Lawes of the former, Thmuch 
as 1 do for the Decrees of the Conncil of Trent, or of Vindication 
tre Synod of Dort : $0 that it 14 plam,it is not reſpect of Bak 
to Parliaments as Parliaments, that makes them thus meats.p.11. 
obſequious ; but as made up of ſuch a Sort of men,and 


Dr: V4:19 07 fuch De ſizns and Intereſts, 
To 
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To return then, Gentlemen, from this long Digreſ- 
fron, which T have inſerted only to JuStifie You, I will 
Conclude, That as you have begun bravely, ſo you muſt 
£0 thro with the buſineſs, or Expe& a Revenge from 
the Oppoſite Party equal to their Rage ; and tho 1 
Know you do not fear them, yet T would Adviſe you 
not to be too Secure of them, but let your Vigilance, 
Induſtry, and Application to all Sorts of Men, be equal 
to theirs at leaſt ; and then it is "Ten thouſand to one, 
you ſhall never try either theirs or your own Valour, 
and as your Caſe is better, ſo let it infþire you with 
more Reſolution to Stand and Fall with it ; and hu 
Moſt bearty Prayers for a good Succeſs upon all your 
Loyal Undertakings and Deſigns, ſhall never be want- 


mo, Who is 
Your molt Devoted 


Servant. 
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OF THE 
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FrEre-mEn andgFrEE-yoLDERS: 
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NA LION: 


2 I'S Majeſty by the Bleſſing of GOD 
having Suppreſt the ſhort Stozch Re-- 
& tellion, which in great part miſcarried 
& by the timeing of it, tho no human 
2 fore-ſight on their part could have 
> prevented that , His Majeſty firſt” 
Proroguing and then Diſlolving that: 

Parliament which ſeem'd to be the occaſion of it, w_- | 
ach . 


(2) 


ſuch Secrecy and Quickneſs, that their Friends at Loy. 
on could give thera no previous Notice of his Inten. 
tions ſo todo :, So that beſides_the total dilappointing 
them of all that Countenance, Ayd and Aſſiſtance they 
promiſed themſelves from Eng/and,many of their Friends 
at home, whoſe Crimes being leſs, had not the ſame ne- 
ceſlity, or whoſe Zeal wv as not of that fiery temper with 
thars, arid therefore were prudevtly reſolved (rho they 
wiſhed well to the deſign) yet not to hazard their ſweet 
Lives and Fortunes in it ti'l they ſaw what Succels thele 
fir. Venturers had, who hearing of the Prorogation of 
the Parliament, and being doubtleis admonithed by their 
London Friends at the ſame time not to ſtir during, this 
thort Recefs, (as they then thought it would te) layd 
by a!l thoughts of Joyning with them and Augmencing 
their Numbers, and the Privy Councils in both Nations 
attending folely to that buſineſs, it was Extinguithed 
almoſt as eaſily as it began, | 

Upon which His Majeſly by his Royal Proclamation 
Diſſolved this Parliament, and Iſſued out Writs for an- 
other to Sit at WeſtminFler the Seventcenth day of Octc- 
ter, 1679. Hoping his SuljeQs duly refl:fting upon 
the Miſcarriages of the Laſt Houſe of Commons, and 
the Danger the Nation had ſo narrowly eſcaped of Being 
involved in another deſtruftive Inteſtine War, at a time 
when the Victorious Arms of France hung like a dread: 
ſul Cloud over our heads, and the High Diſcontents ol 
the Popiſh Party, which were inflamed and inraged both 
by the Diſcovery and Proſecutions of the late Plot, lay 
broyling in the Bowels of the Nation, would procced 
with more Prudence and Caution in the Next Elections, 
and ſend Him up men of Better Tempers, or that at lealt 
theſe Gentlemen by that Act, ſeeing He was reſolved to 
keep the Reins in his own hands, and to let them Sit 


Or 


(3) 


or Diſſolve them according as they behaved themſelves, 
would thereby be kept in better awe for the future,and 
make uſe of a little more calmneſs in their Proceedings, 
if it were but to continue their Being, | 

But alas, His Majeſty ſoon found himſelf deceived in 
his Expectation, the common people who ſee with other 
mens eyes, and follow as they are led, and that is for 
the moſt part, the wrong way, were eaſily perſwaded 
to believe in the firſt place that this Parliament was Pro- 
rogued and Diſſolved onely to prevent the Tryal of the 
Popiſh Lords in the 7ower ; tho the Not Trying of them 
was one of the greateſt Cauſes that Moved his Majeſty 
to it, as appears plainly both by the Journals of both the 
Houſes, and: his Majeſties Speech in the Concluſion of 
that Seſſion of Parliament; and altho theſe Five Lords 
were brought to the Bar, and the Commons ſummon'd 
to give in Evidence againſt them that very day that they 
were Prorogued, they refuſed to do it. 

And on the other ſide, the Malecontents rejoyced 
greatly in it, being well aſſured that the fame Men 
would be choſen again, and ſo made uſe of this Diſlo- 
lution as a means to incenſe the People againſt the King 
and the Government, and to increaſe the real or pre- 
tended fears of Men by their Loud Clamours againſt 
French Penſioners, Popery, Arbitrary Government, and 
the like, which both in diſcourſe and Print (the Preſs 
beithg now at Liberty from its former reſtraint.) they 
objected with equal Confidence and Falſhood againſt 
the Loyal Gentlemen that had oppoſed them, 

But beſides theſe general Charges, they made ſpecial 
uſe of two things that fell out in the latt Parhament, 
and that had a mighty influence upon the Minds of the 
populace and other Unthinking men. The firſt ot 
which was to repreſent all thoſe Gentlemen ot the 
| E Houle 
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Houſe of Commons who had Voted againſt the Bil{ 
for Excluding his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7ork, as 
Papiſts, or at leaſt Popiſhly afteQ&ted ; and tor my part, 
| believe it was the principal Motive of bringing in that 
Bill : for it is ſcarce poſſible but that they mult fee, at- 
ter that Sccond Declaration that his Majeſty made in 
that very Seſſion concerning the Succeſſion : and the 
Houſe of Lords refaſing to joyn with them 1n the firſt 
of theſe Votes that introduced that Bll, that they ſhould 
never be able to get it paſs into an 4c, but then they 
might caſily toreſce however it would be a powerſul 
means of inciting the People againſt all that ſhould op- 
pole it, and prevail with them to paſs a Sentence upon 
them as Popiſhly affected at leaſt, if not down-right 
Arrant Papiits ; and herein they had great part of their 
deſign, and there was no Motive more frequently uſed 
than this, and for the moſt part it was driven a little 
higher and urged againſt 1s Majeſty too, as by the bye, 
thus, What, will you give your Voice for who is a 
Papiſt, and Voted for the Duke of York in the laſt Par- 
liament, who is an Arrant Papiſt, and the King is little 
better. Which words were aQtually ſpoken by one of 
that Party, and Sworn upon him at his Majeſty's Suit, 
and for which the party was Fined Five hundred Marks 
in the Xings-Bench. And by this Sole Argument they 
prevailed to Exclude almoſt all thoſe Gentlemen, and 
to fill up their places with men of their own principles, 
and traduced his Majeſty, the Court, and all the Mini- 
ſters of State, and almoſt all the Gentry and Loyal 
Clergy too for endeavouring v0 have theſe men cho'en 

again.. | 
T he Second Thing that they made great advantage of, 
was the pretended diſcovery of Sir S.Fox of the Penſion- 
ers in the Long Loyal Parliament;which diftovery vg 
haſtily 
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haſtily made, and No Record of it being entred, they 
took the Confidence to Add to it whomfoever they 
were pleaſed to have fo thought, by the ſmall Free-men 
and Free-holders, and that was a Number it may be 
double and treble to that Sir S$, mentioned ; however I 
am ſure that the Written Liſts that were then ſpread 
abroad, and which were all of Equal Authority, or pre- 
tended to be ſo, did not agree, ſome having more Names 
than other, and I am well affured that ſome Perſons 
Named were not Penſioners, nor could be fo; and there- 
fore I believe Sir S. never faid they were ; but they were 
added by the Tranſcribers,according to their private In- 
tereſts or Paſſions, but they made the People believe 
they knew who would be Penſioners too, which was 
ſomewhat difficult, and led the diffidence to that height, 
as to Exclude, as far as they could poſſibly, not onely 
all the Courtiers and other Perſons who had any Places 
of Profit and Advantage under. his Majeſty , but their 
Relations too; and Wanted not much that they had 
Excluded all thoſe who bore any honorary Imploy- 
ments or Offices, ſuch as Deputy-Lieutenants and Juſti- 
ces of the Peace. So that nothing now recommended 
a man fo effeCtually for a Parliament-man, as that he 
had not been thought fit to be truſted in the leaft 
by his Majeſty or their Neighbour Gentry ; or having. 
been ſo,had been turned out : all which were applauded 
as Men not to be bought, Enemies to the Court,and Mi- 
niſters, and therefore true Friends to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and the Country. All which tended (as they faid) 
to the Advancement of his Maj ſties Service, and to 
the increaſing the Love of the People towards him and 
the Government, and he was a hard-hearted man who 
called the Sincerity of their Loyal intentions in que- 


ſtion. EY. 
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Theſe two being added to all the Il ways they: had 
made uſe of in the former Ele&tion, no wonder if his 
Myeſty was not Satisfied. with the Returns, when'he 
ſaw by them what men he'was to meet in his next 
Houſe of Commons. Whereupon his Maj:ſty Pro. 
rogued them at the day of their meeting till a turther 
time, and ſo kept them from meeting to Sit till th: 
21th. of Oftober, 1680. And now let us ſee how they 
behaved themſelves in this Interval. Wherein I ſhall 
deſire the Reader's Excuſe it I do not relate things in 
that preciſe order they fell out, it being nothing mate- 
rial to my purpoſe. 

His Majeſties Intentions of Proroguing the Parlia- 
ment from: time to time, ſo as not to permit a Selsion 
till the time he had deſigned, which was a Year, being 
once known, the great Contrivers of all our Diſturban- 
ces, who met, and ordered all things in Clubbs and cloſe 
Cabal:, fell into the greateſt Paſſion imaginable, they 
had carried things to that height, out of deſign to force 
the King to Ditlolve. that Parliament, or yield. more 
than he could either ſpare or recall ; but then they had 
made their count he could not continue long without 
another Parliament, and the quick choyce, and the tem- 
per of the Men generally Returned was, as they gave 
out in their Pamphlets, according to their hearts deſire : 
But then if they might be diſlolved or prorogued when 
ever they came to Redreſs the Grievances of the People, 
that is, when ever his Majeſty pleaſed to think it Expe- 
dient, and eſpecially for ſo long a time, the heat the 
People were then in might cool, other thoughts might 
ariſe, the fears of an immediate Execution of the Plot 
upon them, might appear (as they knew they were) 
vain and falſe. His Majzſty might Recover his Eſtima- 
tion with his People, and ſhew he was able to S_ 

W1tll- 
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without preſent Supplies from a Parliament ; and which 
grieved them moſt of all, he might in this time Root 
up the Reliques of the Scorch Rebellion in ſuch man- 
ner, that no aſſiſtance would afterwards be to be had 
from tnoſ2 Northern Brethren, what need ſoever they 
might have of them ; which is as good as conleſt by the 
Author of the Appeal to the City. 
To prevent theſe and ſeveral other dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this Nature,they caſt their heads what courſe 
they ſhould take, the way of Pamphlets was ſlow and 
uncertain, and they had almoſt Cloyed the Appetite of 
the Nation with that Crude fort of Rebellious and Dil- 
loyal Diſcourſes, which ſcrved rather tor the divertiſe- 
ment to Idle men, then gave thcm any great Advantage, 
at leaſt, tor the preſent ; and they had need, in this at- 
tair, of fome very quick and powerful Expedient, that 
might work upward upon the King, and downward 
upcn the People. 
Neither could they then bethink themſelves of any 
better remedy than to revive the o!d way of Tumultu- 
ous Petitions, ſigned by all ſorts of people, and that in 
vaſt Numbers. The firſt of which 1ort, as I believe, was Ar. 1603. 
the Mille manus Petition Preſented to King Fames; Tho C. Hil. 
as Fuller acquaints us, there was onely 750 * Preachers Book 9. 
hands ſet to it, and thoſe Colleted out of 25 Counties. hy B c 
Yet afterwards, Eſpecially in the beginning of the Laſt OE. 
Rebellion, when they had any great Deſign. to bring Aythor 
about, which they had reaſon to expect would be oppo- faith other 


Petitions 
were ſet a foot about the ſame time for Aboliſhing Epiſcopacy, and ſettipg 
up Presbytery ; To whica no Hand that had five Fingers, was Refuſed, 
and that George Lord Goring, then a Boy, ſet his hand to one of them, in- 
the right ( I believe) of his Mother, a good Lady much Addicted to that . 
Party. Fuller, Ib. pag. 24» | 


ſed; 


13 Car. 2. 
cap. 5. 


Vind. of the 
Liturgy, 
Sect. 29. 
CaP.2. 
Short View 
of the late 
FH roubles., 
þ-83,pro 81. 


Short View 
of the Late 
Troubles, 
pag. 5586. 
89. 234. 


(8) 


{ed ; Next to bringing great Numbers of mean and ty. 
multuous people down to White-Flal/ and Weſtminſter. 
Hall, with rude and Toud Clamours to Say over again 
what they had firſt inſpired into them : This I now 
mentiori of Sending into the City of Load», and the 
Remoter Corporations and Counties, of Petitions, Com- 
plaints, Remonſtrances and Becjarations to the King, or 
toth or either Houſes of Parliament, for alteration of 
Matters eſtabliſhed by Law, redreſs of Pretended Grie- 
vances in Church or State, or other publick Concern- 
ments was one ſpecial means they often made ule of,and 
tnat with great Succeſs, 7heſe Petitions, as the Learned 
Dr. Hammond te/'s us, were for the mot part framed and 
pat into the Peoples hands even in ſet preſcribed forms, and 
then committed to certain Confiding men, who carried 
them to the places appointed, and there ſolicited as ma- 
ny as they could poſſibly to Sign the ſame, not regard- 
ing ſo much the Quality as the Number of the Subſcri- 
bers, who for the moſt part were mean Mechanicks, Il 
literate ignorant Countrymen, Servants, Apprentices, 
Journeymen and Children ; which Petitions they ater 
delivered with great Numbers of People to the King or 
Parliament, and were deſigned by them that then {et 
them afoot, not ſo much to perſwade or intreat, as to 
terrifie and compel, every Petitioner being as it were 
Liſted to force, if he could not otherwiſe obtain his de- 
fire. And accordingly this way was made ule of, when 
either the King or the Major part of either Houſe would 
not be drawn otherwiſe to Comply with theſe Repub- 
licans; and afterwards when they came to be imployed 
againſt them, or to croſs their humours or Intereſts,they 
diicountenanced them as much as they could ; tho all 
this would have been too little, if they had not made 
uſe of Arms againſt theſe bold Suiters, the Agence 
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of London, Fuly the 26. 1647. ſhutting up the Com: 
mons Doors, and Compelling them to yield the City 
the Ordering of their own Tvilitia; and alſo to pais a 


Vote, That the King ſhould be admitted to come to Log- 1bid. 248. 

don to Treat ; whica tho it were ſufficiently revenged, 16.282,283. 
yet when afterwards Eſſex and * Surrey Petitioned a- * May 26, 
gain for a Peace in that manner, they ſent the Guards 48. 


to beat them away ; whereupon divers were woundzd, 
and ſome ſlain. And as to the FHertifh-men, who by 
their Grand Jury about the {ame time had tramed a 
Petition for Peace in the Name of the whole Shire, they 
by the Commzztee for that County prohibited the fame, 
\ by a Printed Paper publiſhed in all the Churches,Brand- 

ing it to be SEDITIOUS and TUMULTUOUS, and 
faying, that They would hang up tv:0 in every Pariſh,that 
were promoters of it, and Sequeſter the reſt, Which was to 
declare- themſelves Abborrers with a Vengeance. 


Yet this Unruly Engine was the only tool our Sober 
Proteſtants could at this time think powertul enough 
to. Compel his Majeſty to recede from his declared Re- 
ſolution, and permit the Parliament to Sit forthwith ; 
and the method they uſed was preciſely the fame that 
had been imployed againſt his Majzſty's Father of Blef- 
led Memory, viz. theſe Petitions were drawn by their 
Clubbs and Cabals in London : or ſome fay onely tran- 
| ſcribed froman Old 41. Copy, and then fent down by 
truſty men who had five ſhillings per Centum, for pro- 


curing hands, and * that of all Sorts and Ages,Degrees + The In. 
and Qualities ; not caring who they were, ſo the Num- ftructions 
| ber was great: And I have been told this Story from were, That 


it mattered 


uot tho they were neither Gentlemen nor Frec-bulders, but | that they (the Procu- 


rers of Subſcriptions ) ſhould get as many Hands as they coule!. 
Credible 
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Credible hands, One: of theſe Procurers coming to a 
Godly Weaver in Eſſex to get his hand to the Petition, 
bethought himfelf that the Weaver had a Boy to his Son, 
and asked if he would not Subſcribe too 2 7es, .replyed 
the Weaver, if he were at home, but he is now gone with q 
Cow to a Neighbour s Bull. That is nothing, aid the Pe. 
tition-Monger, 7 can ſet his hand. Which he accord. 
ingly preſently d1d, and made the poor Boy become an 
humble Supplicant to the King, when he thought of no- 
thing leſs. But I nmuſt contels they varied in one thing 
trom the Old metned :; for they did not preſent them as 
heretofore by the hands of great Multitudes of the Pe- 
titioners, but ſent them by ſome few perſons ot the bet- 
ter ſort, which was a Civility was not ſo much paid to 
his Majeſty, as his Guards, who might have endangered 
theſe Gentlemen Orators Skulls, it they .had made as 
bold with the Son, as their Predeceſlors did with the 

Unarmed Father. | 
For my part, when I reflect ſeriouſly on this Strata- 
gem, I cannot perſwade my felt they had any great 
tope to prevail upon the King by it; who too well 
remembred what ill Conſequences had followed this 
way of proceeding in the Reign of his Father, to Coun- 
tenance it in his own, by granting any thing that was 
ſoasked. And therefore I conceive the Cunningeſt of 
them had theſe further ends in It : Firſt, to Engage 
men by..theſe Subſcriptions to be more faſt to them,and 
their deſigns. Secondly, To Try whether the People 
might be brought to Tumult if they had occaſion tor 
it. Thirdly, To incenſe them the more againſt the 
Government if theſe Petitions were denyed, by repre- 
{enting it as a perſonal injury to them, every man be- 
ing Naturally more fond of his own than anothers 
Counſel. - Fourthly, to ſhew the Number and Strength 
0 


(11) 
of their Adherents. Fifthly, To-make them known , 
each to other, to which end the Odd Phraſes, Whining i 
Tones, Devout ſhruggs of old, and the Green Ribbans 
of late, were taken up allo. | 
But whatever the deſign was, his Majeſly having the 
Authority of a: Statute on his fide,wiſely provided 1n 23 Car. 2. 
better times, had the Addreſs to diſappoint this Project; C- 5. as allo 
Firſt, by a Proclamation, which prohibited this * Zxez- by theJucg- 
ciſe as Illegal and Tumultuous, and tending to Sedi- 5 of __ 
: =_Y ly e Judges, 
tion and Kebellion. Secondly, by difcountenancing , Facob; 
and ſharply reprehendipg thoſe that were fo, filly as to * page. 
preſent them. | Thirdly;/zby encouraging another Sort 
of perſons who upon better grounds were as ready to 
deteſt- and - abhor them in a mors Regular and Legal 
way ; and theſe teivg for the moſt part men of Autho- 
rity .in their Country, ſo quelled this many-headed Z7y- 
dra, that the triple Cord:al of a Commons Vote have 
net been able ſince to Revave it : And fo I ſhall take. my 
leave of it, till I come to thoſe Votes and the proceedings 
upon them. 
In the Interim, I deſire my dear Country men, they 
wou'd refle& Sericufly upon what is here faid, and re- 
mcmber what fruits they reaped of this pernicious ſeed 
the laſt time they were prompted by this Sort of men ro 
tle uſe of it, and how they Treated the Surrey and Hen- 
tiſþmen ſor uſing it to a purpole for which it was never 
-defigned;.the procuring PEACE. | g 
-. His Majeliy- theretcre Prorogued the Parliament 
from the 41 7th of Ofober, to the 26 of Fanuary, and then 
meeting them 1n Perſon and making a Gracious Speech 
..to them, Proregued them to the 1 57h of 4pri/,and then 
to the 37thof May, and from thence to the.Firſt of Fly, 
and fo on to the 22. of the ſame, and thence to. the 
23d. of Auguſt, and from thence to the 21. of 7” 
F er, 
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ber, 1679. when he declared they ſhould finally Sit 
according t6 his former Reſolution ; which the Petitions 
had more confirmed him in. 

In the Interim ſeveral things hapned worth the taking 
Notice of, as giving us ſome Light into the Deſigns of 
the Common-wealth Party and the Temper of the Diſ- 
ſenters, by which we may Judge what we ſhall meet 
With at their hands if ever they prevail again. 


The firſt I will Inſtance in was their Treatment of the 

London Apprentices. Some of them had been buſy in 

Burning the Pope, and after that had been drawn in to 

Sign the Petition; but finding they had diſobliged others 
LDEſtrange's by it, to give ſome Satisfattion, they gave Notice in 
Narr. of the Print, That they would burn the Rump the 29th of May 
Plotypaz. 15: following ; and this was taken for ſuch an affront, by 
_ the Young Gentlemen of that Old Family of Rumpers, 
that preſently all the Prentices were made Traytors, 
Conſpirators, moſt of them ſaid to be Papiſts, for which 

ſeveral of them were Impriſoned, and it was much grief 

of heart to the Merciful Rumpers too, that they were 

not Hanged ; and one of them, with great regret, told 

Exa Col- the following Parliament, That he thought Cap. Tom. 
letionof De- was at Tangier, who ſhould have headed the Apprentices 
bated p.112. Mutiny in London; and if (faith the Gentleman) 7 be not 
Miſ-informed, is a Captain too for that intended Eminent 

Service. A Sad Story if it was true, and there was no 
miſ{-information in the caſe ſome where or other : but 

this was onely meant for a Kind RefeCtion on the Go- 

vernment, which is grown of late ſtrangely in Love 

with Mutinies, and doubtleſs made Capt. Tom, a Cap- 

tain there not onely to reward him for his Eminent 1n- 

tended Service in Loudon, but to put him into a Capa- 


city of promoting a Tumult or Mutiny there too. Up- 
oN 
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on this Occaſion I am ſhrewdly tempted to remember 
ſome of the 41. Tumults and Mutintes in behalt of the 
Rump; but becauſe they were not Popiſh but Puritax 
Mutinies, and for the Service of the Common-wealth of 
England, IT will forbear it : Onely I will give the World 
a Caution not to be mightily Surprized,it afterwards the 
Late Addreſſing Apprentices be clawed away for Pa- 
bo and Mutineers too, If there be not too many of 
tnEm. 
In thebeginning of May, his Majeſty.had two or three 
Fits ofan Ague, which went.off again without any great 
hazard to his Life ; yet this occaſioned ſome confider- 
able Events. In one of the Fits there was ſome tamper- 
ing among his back-Friends for the Proclaiming his 
Grace the D. of M. King, in cafe his Majeſty ſhould die 
of that Sickneſs. 

About that time, that there was a Pamphlet Printed to 
make out a Title for him too, pretending to ſome Strange 
Diſcoveries to be made of a Black Box, that ſhould do 
the D. much Kindneſs ; but tho his Majeſty and the Privy- 
Council took all the Care imaginable to diſcover the 
Author of this Black Box-diſcourſe, it could not be 
found: And to prevent«the Ill Effects of ſuch Rumors 
for the future, his Majeſty Publiſhed a Declaration the 
2% of Fune,1679. which tho it hath been already printed, 
and is Long, yet becauſe it may be very hard to pro- 
duce it ſome Years hence, I will take the pains to Inſert 
it here, from the Gazette of the 7th of Fune, 1680. 


F 2 CHARLES 
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CHARLES R. 


TE cannot but take Notice of the great Induſtry 
and Malice wherewith ſome men of a Seditious 
and Keftiels Spitit, do ſpread atroad a moſt 

Falſe and Scandalous Report of A Marriage or Ceontratt 
of Marriage, ſuppoſed to be lad and made between Us and 
one Mrs. WUalters, alias Barlow, now Deceaſed, Mother 
of the preſent Duke of Monmouth, aiming 7verey ro fl 
the Minds of Our Lovinz Sybjefts with Doutts and Fears, 
and if poſsible to divide them into Parties and Fattions, 
and as much as in them lies, to bring into queſtion the Clear 
Ondoubted Right of Our True and Lawful Heirs and Suc- 
 cefſors to the Crown. We have therefore thought Our Self 
Obliged to Let cur Loving Subjetts ſee what ſteps We (cut 
of Our Care of them and their Poſterity ) have already 
made, in order to Obviate the Ill Conſequences that ſo dan- 
gerous and Malicious a Report may have in Future Times 


upon the Peace of Our Kingdoms. 


14 January Laſt was Twelvemonth, We made a Declara- 
tion written with Our Own' Hand in the Words fol- 


lowing. 


Here being a Falſe and Malicious Report Induſtriouly 
. ſpread abroad by Some, Tho are JNetther Friends 
to Ye no2 the Duke of Monmouth, as if 7 ſhould 


have been Either Contratted or Married to his Mother : 
and though I am moſt Confident that this Idle Story, cannot 
have any Effett in this Age, Tet I thought it my Duty in 
relation to the true Succeſs10n of this Crown, and that fu- 
ture Ages may not have any pretence to give diſturbance 


upon that Score or any other of this Nature, to declare, ; 


/ do here declare in the preſence of Almighty God, That 1 


was never Married, nor gave any Contratt to any Woman 
whatſoever, but to My Wife Queen Catherine, to whom 7 
am now Married. InWitneſs whereof I have ſet My Hand 
at White-Hall the Sixth of January 1679. 


This Declaration 7 made CHARLES R. 
in the Preſence of | 


I. Cant. H. Coventry, 
H. Finch, C. TFT. Williamſon. 


To ſtrengthen which Declaration, We did in March fol- 
lowing (which was March laf# was Twelve-month) make a 
more Publick Declaration in Our Privy Council, written 
likewiſe with Our Own Hand ; and having cauſed a true 
Tranſcript thereof to be Eatred in Our Council Books, We 
Signed it, and cauſed the Lords of Our Privy Council then 
attending Vs in Council, to Subſcribe the ſame likewiſe ; 
and We Ordered the Original to be kept in the Council 
Chef, where it Now remains, The Entry whereof in the 
Council Book is in theſe words following, 


At the Court at White-Hall, March 3% 1679, 


Preſent 
The KING'S Mofi Excellent Majeſty. 
Lord Chancellor, Earl of Eilex, 
Lord Treaſurer, Earl of Bathe, 


Duke of Lauderdale, Earl of Craven, 

Marqueſs of Worceſter, Earl of Aylesbury, 

Earl of Oſlory, Lord Biſhop of London, 

Lord Chamberlain, Lord Biſhop of Durham, 

Earl of Sunderland, Lord Maynard, 

Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Fice-Chamberlain, _ 
71s 


- 
—_ 
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His Majeſty was this day pleaſed to Command that the 
Declaration hereafter rg. be Entered in the Council. 
Book, it being all Written and Signed by his Majeſty's Own 
Hand, in a Paper which his Majeſty this day delivered at 
the Board, to be Kept in the Council Chet, viz. 


OR the awiding of Any diſpute which may happen in 

time to come concerning the Succeſſion of the Crown, 

I do hereby Declare in the Preſence of Almighty God, 

That I Never gave nor made any Contratt of Marriage, 

nor was Married to any Woman whatſoever, but to My pre. 
ſent Wife Queen Catherine now Living. 


White-Hall the Third day CHARLES R. 
of March, 1679. : 


His Majeſty Commanded us who were preſent at the ma- 
king and Signing this Declaration, to atteſt the ſame. 


Finch, C. Ollory, Eſſex, H. London, 
Danby, Arlington, Bathe, N. Durham, 
Lauderdale, Sunderland, Craven, W. Maynard, 
Worceſter, Clarendon, Aylesbury, G. Carteret, 


Is April Laſt We found the ſame Rumour not only Re- 
vived again, but alſo Improved with New Additions, to 
wit, It was given out, That there was a Writing yet Ex- 
tant, and lately produced before ſeveral Perſons, whereby 
the ſaid Marriage or Contract at leaſt,(for the Report was 
Various) would appear, and that there are ſeveral Lords 
and others yet Living, who were pretended to have been pre- 
ſent at the ſaid Marriage. We Knew full well that it was 
Impoſſible that any thing of this ſhould be true, (there be- 
zvug Nothing more Groundleſs and Falſe then that there was 


any 
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any ſuch Marriage or Contraft between Vs and the ſaid 
Mrs. Walters alias Barlow) Tet We proceeded to call be- 
fore Vs, and cauſed to be Interrogated in the Council ſuch 
Lords and other perſons as the Common Rumour did Sur- 
miſe to have been preſent at the pretended Marriage, or 
to Know ſomething of it, or of the ſaid Writing. And 
Though it appeared to all Our Conncil upon the Hearing of 
the ſaid Lords and other perſons ſeverally Interrogated, 
and upon their denying to have been preſent at any ſuch 
Marriaze, or to Know any thing of it or of any ſuch Wri- 
ting, That the Raiſing and Spreading of ſuch a Report ſo 
incoherent in the ſeveral parts of it, was the Effett of deep 
Malice in ſome few, and of Looſe and Idle diſcourſe in 
others, Tet, We think it Requiſite at this time,to make Our 
Declarations above recited more Publick ; and to Order 
the Same (as We do hereby with the Advice of Our Privy 
Council) to be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. And 
We do again upon this Occafion call Almighty God to Wit- 
neſs, and Declare upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, and the 
Word of a King, That there was never any Marriage, or 
Contratt of Marriage had or made between Vs and the ſaid 
Mrs. Walters alias Barlow, the Duke of Monmouth's Mo- 
ther, or between Vs and any Woman whatſoever,Our Royal 
Conſort (Queen Catherine, that now is, Excepted. 


And We do hereby Striftly Require and Command all 
Our Subjetts whatſoever, That they preſume not to Utter 
or Publiſh any thing contrary to the Tenor of this Our De- 
claration, at their Peril, and upon pain of being proceeded. 
againſt according to the Utmoſt Severity and Rigour of the 
Law. 

Given at owur Court at White-Hall the Second day of- 

Tune, in the Two and thirtieth Tear of Our Reign. 


On. 
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On the 15th of the ſame Month of Fave, Mr. Attor. 
ncy General by his Majeſties Command, moved in the 
Court of Chancery, That theſe Declarations might be 
Enrolled and mad a Record of that Court, for the pre- 
ſervation of them ; and in order thereunto, the Lords, 
and others of his Majeſties Privy-Council, who were 
preſent when his Majeſty made and Signed thoſe Decla- 
rations, (and were Now in Court) being deſired to At- 
teſt the ſame : They did it upon their Oaths ; as did 
likewiſe the Clerks of the Council ; and then it . was 
Ordered, That the faid Declarations ſhould be enrolled 
accordingly. 

And when about this time his Majeſty had ſent the 
Duke of Monmouth to reſide tor ſome time beyond the 
Seas, that he might not be made a Stale to theſe Mens 
ill deſigns, they wrought ſo much upon him, that he 
returned without his Majeſties Leave, and all his Places 
which were of great Value as well as Truſt, Power, and 
Honour, were taken from him. 


In the Laſt Parliament at Weſtminſter, the 10th day 
of January, 1680, The Commons paſt theſe Votcs. . 


Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Flouſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been Removed from his 


Offices and Commands, by the Influence of the Duke of 
York. 


Ordered, That an humble Application be made to His 
Majeſty from this Houſe, by ſuch Members thereof, as are 
of his Majeſties Moſt Honourable Privy Council, to deſire 
his Majeity to Reſtore the ſaid James Duke of Monmouth 
to his ſaid Offices and Commands. 


Now let it be Confidered, That there was not wr” 
lca 
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laſt regard had to the Duke of Monmouth or his Inte- 
reſt, till this day, in all that Seſſion of Parliament ; and 
now when it was faid they thould be Prorogued, and 
all-the reaſon in the world to believe that a Diſſolution 
would tollow, the laſt day in probability they were to 
Sit, his Majefty being alſo diſoblig'd by the Yotes about 
the Revenue ; ſo that it could not be Expe&ed that al- 
moſt any thing could be granted ; and when they 
could not Hope to ſee any 9 of it, they paſled theſe 
two Votes. For what might be expected trom it, [ct 
his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, and all the World 
Judge. | 

-p heard ſome men inſinuate, that the Duke of 
Monmouth was ſent into Scotland, (tho there was noneed 
of him) that by that Deteat of the Diſſenters, he might 
be rendered odious to their Partiſans here 1n England, 
and fo be turned out of all his Places, and No man Con- 
cern himſelf tor him ; he having,as they would inſinuate, 
no Friends in England but they. 


To which I anſwer, That it ought to be Conſidered, 
that on the one Side his Majeſty, who is the Father of 
the Dake, appears, whom all the World (his worſt Ene- 
mies not Excepted) acknowledg to be a Prince of a God- 
like Goodneſs and Clemency to his very Enemies; and 
on the other Side a Company of Men who have given 
large Demonſtrations that they are Enemies to Monar- 
Cy it ſelf; and therefore not likely to be over-kind to 
any of the Royal Faraily, but for ill Ends, and ſuch as 
the Duke hath no reaſon to promote, if he did perfe&tly 
Underſtand them. 

Now let any man refle& upon this, and then pro- 
 Nounce as his Reaſon ſhall dire&t him, whether his Ma- 
+ jeſty, or the Anti-Court Party were likelieſt to _ 
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the Ruine of the Duke; that is, A Kind Father, or an 
Enraged and difobliged Enemy : To fay here, as they 
commonly do, That his Majeſty was impoſed upon by 
Craſty men, contrary to his Natural Goodaeſs, to Con- 
ſent to the Ruine of his Son, 1s to Exalt his Goodneſs to 
the deſtruftion of his Prudence, and repreſent him to 
the World as meerly paſſive, a Perſon eafic to be deluded 
and abuſed ; the contrary of which 1s moſt apparent by 
his Actions, tho it ſhould be granted, that (as a Man) 
he hath ſome few times been deceived. 


Amongſt the Various Tricks and Proj:Qs that were 
then Set a toot, or Continued, there was none that plea- 
ſed ſo well, as a Cuſtom which was taken up ſince the 
Expiring of the Acts for the Regulating of Printing, 
viz. to Print Weekly Intelligences or News-Books. 


Concerning which his Majeſty publiſhed this following 
Proc'amayion the 17h of May. 


 JHEREAS 2t is of great Importgnce"to the 
State,. that all News Printed and Putbliſked to 
the People,as well concerning Foreign as Domeſtick 
Afairs, ſhould be agreeable to Truth,or at leaft Warranted 
by Good Intelligence, that the Minds of his Majefties Sub- 
jets may not be diſturbed or amuzed by Lies or vain Re- 
ports, which are many times raiſed on purpoſe to Scanda- 
lize the Government, or for other indiret Ends: And 
whereas of Late many Evil-diſpoſed Perſons have made it 
a Common pradtiſe to Print and Publiſh Pamptlets of 
News, without Licence or Authority, and therein have 
vended to his Majeſties People, all the Idle and Malicious 
Reports that they could Collett or Invent,contrary to Law; 
the Continuance whereof would in. a ſhort time endanger 
the Peace of the Kingdom, the ſame manifeſtly tending 

| thereto, 
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thereto, as has been declared by all Flis Majeſties Judges 
Unanimoully : His Majeſty therefore Conſidering the Great 
Miſchief that may enſne upon ſuch Licentious and Illegal 
praftiſes, If not timely prevented, Hath Thought fit by his 
Royal Proclamation, (with the Advice of his Privy Coun- 
cil) ſtritly to prohibit and forbid all perſons whatſoever 
to Print or Publiſh any News- Books, or Pamphlets of News 
wot Licenſed by his Majeſties Authority. And to the In- 
tent all Offenders may Know their Danger, and Deſiſt from 
any further proceedings of this Kind, His Majeſty is gra- 
ciou/ly pleaſed hereby to Declare, T hat they ſhall be pro- 
ceeded againſt according to the Utmoſt Severity of the 
Law : And for that purpoſe His Majeſty doth hereby Will 
and Command all his Judges, Juſtices of Peace,and all other 
his Officers and Miniſters of Juſtice whatſoever, That they 
take Effeflual Care that all ſuch as ſhall effend in the Pre- 
miſes, be proceeded againſt and puniſhed according to their 
demerits. 


There was ſcarce any thing more Clamoured againſt 
than the Proceedings upon this Proclamation, as if all 
the Liberties of the SubjeQ in England had Conſiſted in 
this, that they might be deluded and abuſed, terrified 
and affrighted, flattered and enticed, by whoſoever had 
the Impudence to Undertake it, and that Weekly. 

Theſe Sorts of News-Mongers in the Interim are 1n- 
deed nothing but a ſort of State Tale-bearers: Now to 
make the Miſchief more Apparent, to any man that is 
tond of this Sort of Traſh, let them but conſider what 
would follow in a private Family, if the Maſter of it 
ſhould permit this Sort of Vermin to AC at Liberty 
what Feuds, Heart-burnings, Fears, Diſtruſts and Mu- 
tual Hatreds would ariſe ; ſo that no man could be able 
to maintain the Peace of his own houſe, if he might not 
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puniſh nor turn out ſuch perſons. Now the ſame: Con. 
i1equences, onely much worſe, muſt needs follow in a 
City, Country, or Kingdom ; for ina private Family 
the truth of things may be eaſily found out, the Partics 
being together; and yet 'tis a mighty trouble to peace- 
able people to be always contending and proving againſt 
others: but in the other inſtance it 1s 1rapoſlible otten- 
times for an innocent perſon to repreſent his Innocency, 
or diſprove his Accuſer. Now if it be true of the meane{t 
private perſon, That A Good Name 15 to be valued as a 
man's: Life, how much more reaſonable is it that the 
Eſtimation of Princes, and Great Men ſhould not ly at 
the Mercy of a company of Mean Scriblers? Ir is uſually 
faid, Malice ſpeaks well of no body ; but to be ſure if that 
be tainted with ambition and faCction,. the very poyſon 
of. Aſps will be-ſhot out upon the Governors that oppoſe 
and hinder their wicked Intentions and Deſ1gas.. 

Nor is all this a Speculation, but an Experimented 
Truth, the fame Sort of Men by the ſame ways, in the 
Memory of Vaſt Numbers of Men,. once before Ruined 
this Kingdom, and brought his Majeſty s Father to the 
Block ; as He Himſelf hath Elegantly deſcribed it in his 
Ein Baſilike, Cap. 15. Part of which 1s as followeth. 


F I had not my own: Tynocency, and Gods Protein, it 
were hard for Me to ſland out againſt theſe Stratagems 
and Conflitts of Malice, which by Falfities ſeek to 0+ 

preſs the Truth, and by. Jealouſies to. ſupply the defer of- 

Real Caules, which might ſeem to Juftifie ſo Unjuſt Em 
gagements againſt Me, 

And indeed the worſt effeAs of upon Heſtility come (fort 
of- theſe Deſigns : For I can more willingly Looje my Crowns 
then my Credit z Nor are my. ingdoms ſo dear to Me as 
My Reputation and Honour, | 
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Thoſe muſt have a Period with my Life, but theſe may 
Survive to a Glorious Kind of Immortality when I am dead 
and gon? :. A good Name being the Embalming of Princes, 
and a ſweet Conſecrating of them to an Eternity of Love. 
ard Gratitude among Poſterity. 

Thoſe Foul and Falſe Aſperfions were Secret Engines at 
firſt employed againſt My Peoples Love of Me: That Under- 
mining their Opinion and Value of Me, . my Enemies, and 
theirs might at once blow up therr affefttions, and batter 
down their Loyalty, —— | 

If they had been my Open and Foraign Enemies, I could 
have born it ;_ but they muſt bz my own Subjects, who are, 
next tomy Children, dear to me. _ 

The Noiſe of my Evil Counſellors was another uſeful De- 
vice. For thoſe, who were impatient any mens Counſels but 
their own ſhould be followed in Church or. State; who were 
| So Eager in giving Me better Counſel, that they would 
wot give me Leave to take it with Freedom, as a Man ; or 
Honour, as a King ; making their Counſels more like a 
Dreach that muft be poured down, than a Draught which 
might be fairly and leiſurely drank, if T liked its 

[I will not Fullifie beyond humane Errours and Frailties 
my Self, or my Counſellours : They might be ſubject to ſome 
miſcarriages, yet ſuch as-were far more Reparable by Se- 
cond and better thoughts than thoſe enormious Extrava- 
gances, wherewith ſome men have Now even wildred, avd 
almoſt quite Loſt both Church and State, 

The Event of things at laft will make it evident to my 
Subjefts, That had I followed the worf# Counſels, that my 
worſt Counſellors ever had the boldneſs to offer to Me, or. 
my: Self any Tuclination to uſe; I could not {ov ſoon have 
brought both Church aud State in Three Flouriſhing King- 
doms to ſuch a Chaos of Confuſrons and tell of Miſeries, 
as ſome have done; out of which they cannot or will not in, 
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the Midſt of their many great Advantages, redeem either 
Me or my Subjects. 

I cannot ſuffer ſo much in Point of Honour, by thoſe Rude 
and Scandalous PAMPHLETS, (which like fire in 
great Conflagrations, flie up and down to ſet all places On 
like flames) as thoſe men do; who pretending ſo much to 
Piety, are ſo forgerful of their Duty to God and Me : by mw 
ways ever Vindicating the Majeſty of their King againſt 
any of thoſe who contrary to the Precept of God, and Pre. 
cedent cf Angels,ſpeak evil of Dignities,and bring Rayling 
Accuſations againſt thoſe, who are honoured with the Name 


of Gods : but "tis no wonder if Hen not fearing God, ſhould 
uot honour their King. 


Thus far That Iluſtrious Saint and Martyr, who felt 
the Heat and ſuffered the Scorchings ; firſt, of thoſe 
Tongues that are ſet on fire by Hell; and after of theſe 
Pamphlet-Flakes and Sparks which raiſed ſuch a Firein 
His Three Kingdoms, as occaſioned his Ruine,and Mur- 
ther ; and the Baniſhing of his Wife and Children, and 
were likely enough to have ended in the total and ever- 
laſting Ruine of the Engliſh Church and Nation, 

And can any man believe it reaſonable that his Son 
our preſent Moſt Gracious 'Soveraign, ſhould it {till 
and Suffer Himſelf and his Miniſters, his Judges and his 
Officers both Civil and Military, to be repreſented to 
his People in the moſt Odious Manner that Malice can 
invent, and a Thouſand falſe ridiculous Lyes and Slan- 
ders to be vented againſt him and them! No urely,1t 
can never be expetted ; and were not another Rebellion 
deſigned, it would never be deſired : Thus the Laſt be- 
gan, and thus the Next muſt begin. We have the Te- 
ſtimony of His Msjeſty's Father and our own Remem- 
brance for the one ; and we are Senſible how far things 
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are Advanced of Jate that way, for a proof of the other. 
And if theſe hot-headed Religious Lyecrs think it rea- 
ſonable that tor fear of the Unjuſt reproach of Aſlertin 
Arbitrary Government, the hazard ſhould be run of 
having no Govcrament, I hope they will find them- 
felves deceived, . and I am fure his Maje'ty hath not one 
Loyal SubkEt in all his Three Kingdoms that 1s not of 
this mind. | 

My Lord Coke in the Pleas of the Crown tells us, That Cay, gz. 
the Law before the Conqueſt was, That the Author and 1»Þ. lep. 
Spreader of Falſe Rumours amongſt the People had his Aluered. 
Tongue cut out, if he redeemed it not by the Eſtima- Cap. 25. 
tion of his Head : And ſurely the Printing of ſuch is not 
2 leſs but a greater Crime,and deſerves a greater puniſh- 
ment. 

And in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, one Stubbs had 4nxo 1581, 
his Right hand Cut off tor writing a Libel againſt the 
Queen, as Camden tells us; which Stubbs was Brother 
in Law to Carthwrizht the famous Puritan Preacher in 
thoſe days. 

By a Statute made the 3 Ed.1. Cap.z 3. it was Enact- 
ed, That from thenceforth nave ſhould be ſo hardy to Tell 
or Publiſh any Falſe Newes or Tales, whereby Diſcord or 
Slander may Grow between the King and his People, or the 
Great Men of the Realm; And he that doth ſo, ſh.1l be 
taken and kept in Priſon until he hath Lrought him into 
the Court which was firſt Author of the Take, Which is 
confirmed, 2 Rich. 2. Cap. 5. And again, 12 Rich. 2, 
Cap. 11. with this addition, That if the Offender cou!d 
not find his Author, Fe ſhould be'punifhed by the Advice 
ef the Council, Both which Statutes are ſtill in force : tho 
thoſe of the 1 & 2 P. M, Cap. 13. & 1 Eliz. 6. upon 
which Stubbs was puniſhed, are Expired. So that here 
5s no Necd of Arbitrary proceeding to puniſh ſuch ag . 
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orders, when a due Execution of theſe Old Statutes 
might do the buſineſs. 


The 22. of June, 1680. The Rebel Scors endeavour- 
ing to renew their Rebellion, 21 perſons Aſſembled, and 
atter a Solemn Proceſſion and Singing of Pſalms, Pub- 
liſhed and affixed on the Croſs at Sanchar a Paper,where- 
in they declare for themſelves, And all that will Adhere 
to them as the Repreſentatives of the true Presbyterian 
Church aud Covenanted Nation cf Scotland, they do diſown 
Charles Stuart who has been Ratgning, or rather Tyran- 
nizing on the Throne of Brittain theſe Tears paſt, as havin 
any Right or Title to, or Intereſt in the Crown of Scotland 
or Government, as Forfeited ſeveral Tears fince by his Per- 
Jury and Breach of Covenant with God and his Church, and 
Uſurpation of his Crown and Royal Prerogatives therein, 
Sc. So they proceeded to Excommunicate and Depoſe 
his Majeſty, and 70 Perſons took up Arms againſt him, 
the chict of which were Donald Cargile, and one Fall, 
who were Actually in the Laſt Rebellion. 

Theſe men ſwore either to other, That if any perſon 
who ſhould joyn with them, ſhould afterwards ſubmit to the 
King upgn any account whatſoever, or own him for their 
King, the reſt ſhould Butcher the Party ſo ſubmitting, $0 
that ſeveral of them being taken, and upon Tryal found 
Guilty of this Horrid and Divilliſh Conſpiracy, choſe 
rather to Suffer as Traytors, than to own their King,or 
ask a Pardon from him, as fearing a worſer Death from 
their fellow Confſpirators, than the Law would inflict 
upon theme 


Now T would deſire my Country-men to Conſider 
Seriouſly, whether the Popiſh Tenents are worſe than 
theſe Presbyterian Do&trines ; and whether his Majeſty 
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is not as much 1n danger to fall by the hands of one of 
theſe reformed Aſlaſſinates, as by a Conſecrated Jeluite. 


On Thurſday 'the 21. of Oftober, 1680. The long Ex- 
pected and impatiently Deſired Parliament mer at W//- 
minſter; And | will now attend it,to fee whether it were 
ſuch as anſwered the hopes of thele Petitioners, who had 
boaſted of it as a Maſter-Piece, and which was to Con- 
found all they were pleaſed to Call Popery. Which 
Parliament his Majcſt y began with this Speech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


HE ſeveral Prorogations I have made, have beex 

very advantagious to Our Neighbours, and Very Tſe- 

ful to Me ; for I have imployed that time in making 
and perfeiling an Alliance with the Crown of Spain, ſuit- 
able to that which I*had before with the States ot the 
United Provinces, aud they alſo kad with Spain, Con//t- 
ing of Mutual Obligations of Succour and Defence. 

I have all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that what 
was ſo much defired by former Parliaments, muſt needs be 
very grateful to you now: for tho ſome perhaps may wiſh 
th:ſe Meaſures had been taken ſooner , yet no man can 
with reaſon think it is now too Late; for they who deſire 
to wake theſe Alliances, and they who defire to break them, 
ſhew themſelves of another Opinion. 

And as theſe are the bef+ Meaſures that could be takes 
for the Safety of England and Repoſe of Chriſtendom, $9 
they cannot fail to attain their End, and to ſpread and im- 
prove themjelves further, if Our Diviſions at home do not 
render Our Friendſhip leſs Conſiderable abroad. 

To prevent theſe as much as may be, T think fit to renew 
to you all the Aſſurances which can be d:fired, That nothing 

HI - a8 


(28) 


(hall Le wanting on My part to give you the fulleſt Sati;e 
fattion your Hearts can wiſh, for the Security of the Pro. 
teſtant Religion, which I am fully reſolved to maintain 
azainſt all the Conſpiracizs of Our Enemies, and to Concur 
with Ton in any new Remedies which ſhall b-propoſed, that 
may Confiſt with the preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown 
in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent. 

And inOrder to this, I do recommend to Tou, to purſuz 
the further Examination of the Plot, with a ſtritt and im. 

artial Enquiry. I do not think My Self Safe nor Tou nei. 
ther, till that Matter be gone thro with; and therefore it 
' will be neceſſary that the Lords in the Tower te brought to 
their ſpeedy Tryal that Tuſtice may be doxe. 

I need not tell you what danger the City of Tangier is 
in, nor of what Importance it us to Us to preſerve it. I 
have with a mighty Charge and Expence ſent a very Conſi- 
derable Relief thither ; but Conſtantly to maintain ſo great 
a Force as that War will require, and to make thoſe New 
Works and Fortifications, without which the Place will not 
be long Teneable, amounts to fo Vaſt a Sum, that without 
Tour Support it will be impoſſible for me to uidergo it. 
Therefore I lay the matter plainly before Tou, and deſire 
Tour Advice and Aſsiſtance. 

But that which I Value above all the Treaſure in the 
World, and which I am Sure will give Me greater S'renth 
and Reputation both at home and abroad then any Treaſure 
can do, is a perfect VU NION amongft Our Selves. 

Nothing but this can reſtore the, Kingdom to that 
Strength and Vigor which it ſeems to have Loſt, and raije 
Fo again to that Conſideration which England hath T)/ually 
had. 

All Europe have their Eyes upon this Aſſembly, and 
think their own Happineſs or Miſery as well as Ours will 
depend upon it, | 
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If We ſhould be So Unhappy as to fall into ſuch Miſ. 
Underſtanding among Our Selves, as ſhould render Our 
Friendſhip unſafe to truft to, it will not be Wondred at, if 
Our Allies ſhould begin to take new Reſolutions, and per- 
haps ſuch as may be Fatal to Us. G 

Let 7)s therefore take Care that We do not Gratifie Our 
Enemies, and Diſhearten Our Friends by any T/uſeaſonable 
Diſputes. | | 

If any ſuch do happen, the World will ſee it us no fault 
of Mine ; for I have done all that was poſſible for Me to 
do, to Keep Tou in Peace while T live, and to Leave Tou So 
when I die. | 

But from ſo great Prudence and ſo good Aﬀettions as 
Tours, I can fear Nothing of this Kind; but to Rely upon 
Ton all, That Tou will uſe Tour beſt Endeavours to bring 
this Parliament to a Good and Happy Concluſton, 


The Lord Chancellor made no Speech at all, His 
Majeſty giving himſelt the whole Trouble of this Af- 
fair, hoping his Words would the more be Conſidered 
by them, and the buſineſs the more zealouſly purſued. 


The Houſe of Commons being returned, and a Mo- 
tion made, That William Williams Eſq; ſhould be cho- 
ſen Speaker ; It was Reſolved in the rmative, Nemize 
Contradicente ; who forthwith made two Speeches in 
the Houſe, which are Printed in the Yotes, one to Ex- 
cuſe himſelf by reaſon of his inſufficiency, by reaſon of 
the difficulty both of the Place, and Things to be tranſ- 
acted. Bur that being refuſed, he made a Second, which 
thew'd more the temper of the Man; ands as follow- 


eth. 
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Gentlemen, 


Tremble when I refleft under what difficulties Learred, 
Experienced, and Wiſe Men have Labeured in this 
Chair : Tet I am not afraid of their Preſident who 
zmpaired their Eſtates and Health, no nor of them who loſt 
their Lives in this Service. Theſe are a Sacrifice I owe 
my Country. But when I ſuffer my ſelf to think that ſome 
Gentlemen have Maimed their Reputation in this Truſt, 
theſe Thoughts are dreadful to me, and muſt yet ſtrike 
deeper with me, unleſs you that called me hither ſhall pleaſe 
to Stand by me, Cheriſh and __— me in all the dificut. 
ties of this Place. T have it by your Courteſie, and ſhall 
held it at your Pleaſure ; and I have this to Secure me, If 
T fall, T fall into the Hands of Gentlemen that made me 
what 1 am in Teur Service. 

I doubt not but you will remember, your own Miniſt:r, 
your own ONELY, yeur own INTIRELY, placed 
in this Service without Seeking, without Recommending : 
T expect No Boon, but your Grace and Favour to depart as 
[ came, when you ſhall pleaſe to Command me, without re- 
penting. 


* Some have ſaid theſe Speeches were never made in the 
Houſe, but added afterwards to the Yotes ; tho it's pol- 
{ible they might be defigned : but that is nothing to 
the purpoſe. In my poor Judgment this laſt Specch 1s 
ilyable to many great Exceptions, and for which le 
would certainly have been cated of this Laborious and 
Dangerous Imployment under any Prince but the ML; 
deſt of Men with whom he had now to do. | 

Firſt he might have treated his Predeceſlors in that 


- Chair' with more reſpe&, than to take notice of them 
| that 
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that had Vaimel their Reputation ; which as they were 
not miny, fo that thought m'ght with more Humil.t 

and Candour have been kept to himſelf; and the rather, 
becauſe one preſent had had the Misfortune to be re- 
preſented diſadyantagiouſly in the latter cnd of the 
tormer Parliament ; and this looked more like an inſult- 
ing Bravado, than a Modeſt Excuſe. It had been good 
he had taken the Lord Yerulam's Counſel, Eſſay the 
11. ſe the Memory of thy Predeceſſor Fairly, and Ten- 
derly ; for if thou doſt not, it is a Debt, will Surely be 

aid, when thou art Gone. 

In the Second Paragraph he flies higher, and is not 
content to tell them that he is their Minz/ter, without 
he added, Oxely, and [atirely. Now another man wou'd 
have let out thee words, or have added ſomething, to 
them, to declare his Loyal Intention to his Prince too, 
whoſe Miniſter the Speaker is more properly than the 
Houſes, whoſe Place he holds there, and trom whom 
he hath his Authority, tho he hath his Nomination from 
the Commons ; nor is he a Speater at all till the King 
hath approved of their Choyce. 

His Majeſty to avoid any Conteſt about a Speaker, 
had it ſeems not Recommended any Perſon to them, as 
is uſual ; and he takes Notice of that too, but in ſuch a 
manner, as looks more like a Triumph over his Ma- 
jeſty, than any thing elſe, as having gained that point 
upon him by the laſt Conteſt, when he tells them he 
was place | in that Service without Seeking, without Re- 
commending : And in the Next place he tells thei, Ze 
Expedts no other Boon, but by their Grace and Favour- to 
depart as he came, without repenting. He may poſſibly 
prove a Prophet, and as he ſeems to ſcorn his Prince's 
Favour, fo he may ever want an opportunity of Retu- 
ling it, 

Oa: 
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On Friday the Houſe of Commons attended his 
Majeſty with their Speaker, where he that hath entred 
two Speeches to the Commons, is not pleaſed to Enter 
that which was made to his Majeſty, but onely tells us 
that he made claim by Humble Petition in the Name 
of the Commons of Eng/and in Parliament Aſſembled, of 
the Antient Rights of the Commons for them and their 
Servants in their Perſons and Eſtates, to be free from Ar. 
reſts and other diſturbances ; in all their Debates to have 
Freedom and Liberty of ſpeech; and as o:caſton ſhould re- 
quire, to have Acceſs to his Majeſties Perſon. Which was 
allowed by the King. 

But tho he hath not been pleaſed to Print his own 
Speech, there was one given out tor the Information of 
the People in Writing, which was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Majelty, 


H E Houſe of Commons have been pleaſed to Make uſe 
T of M E for their Speaker, and Fave preſented me 
for Tour MajeFties Approbation. It is a Place of great 
Weight and Pains: Both by my Education and Profeſſion 
IT have been always uſed to 75 and Induftry, Therc- 


fore / will (by Tour Majeſties Approbation) endeavour to 
diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in me. 


It this were the Preface to the Three Demands or Pc- 
titions, I cannot blame him for not Printing it,no more 
then I can commend him for making one ſo totally 
different from what uſed to be faid on ſuch occaſions: 

But a man may ſmile to ſee how finely the man had 
digeſted and put over all his trembling fears in one 
Nights time, when he called to mind his Education and 
Profeſſion, which he had totally forgot the day before, 

a 


nd 


a» 


and now having conſidered better, did not think it was 
fit to ask his Majeſty to diſcharge a perſon ſo wonder- 
tully qualified for the Place, as all other had done be- 
fore him, being, it ſeems, not ſo ſenſible that by their 
Education and Profeſſion they had been uſed to Labour 
and Induſtry. 

And tis pretty to ſee how his Majeſties Approbation 
15 put into a parentheſis ; as if one ſhould ſay it was 
Needleſs, and ſcarce worth the asking, and the Sence 
of what he was to ſpeak would have been perfect with- 
Our 1t. 

But ſuch was his Majeſty's Goodneſs, that he eaſily 
paſſed over theſe things, tho they were apparent en- 
croachments upon his Royal Prerogative, and ſuch too 
as another Prince wou'd have ſtomached. He ſought 
the good of his People more than any thing, and tor 
that cauſe bore theſe diſorders. 


On Munday the 25. of Offober the Lords ſent down 
an Addreſs they had made to his Majeſty for the Pardon 
of all ſuch perſons as ſhould come in and diſcover any 
thing {urther of the P/oz within two Months; and with 
it his Majcſtics Anſwer, which was as followeth. 


IS Majeſty hath Conſidered of the Addreſs made 
by the Houſe, and is ſo willing to Encourage all 
perſons who know of any Treaſons and Conſpiracies 

againft his Perſon and Government, that he will cauſe his 
Royal Proclamation to Iſſue, declaring, That he will fully 
Pardon and Secure all perſons who ſhall make ſuch diſco- 
very, not Onely during the ſpace of Two Months as is defi- 
red, but at any time after, whenſoever ſuch diſcovery [ball 


be made, 


Thg 
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The next day the Commons reſolved to make an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty to the ſame purpole. 

And Mr. Dangerfeld the diſcoverer and great Agent 
tn the Meal-Tub Plott, which was a Silly defign ot the 
Papiſts to turn their Plott upon the Presbyterzars, men. 
tioning Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houie, in 
this Information. 

They referred it to a Committee” to Examine theMat- 
ers touching Sir Robert Peiton, and to report the fame 
to the Houſe: And then Reſolved Nemine Contrad;- 
cente, : 

That it was the Opinion of their Houle to proceed 
effetually to ſuppreſs Popery, and Prevent a Popiſh Suc- 


ceſſor. 


On Wedneſday the 27th of Oftober, they agrecd the 
faid Addreſs, which was as followetl. 


TE Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefs, 
the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, being 
highly Zealous for the preſervation of the Pro- 

tejtant Religion, Tour Majeſties Sacred Perſun and Go- 

wernument, and reſolving to purſue with a ſtrict and in- 
partial Inquiry the Execrable Popiſh Plot which was de- 
rected in the Two Laſt Parliaments, and has been Supported 
and Carried on by potent and reſtleſs Praftiſes and Ma- 
chinations, eſpecially during the late Reteſſes of Parlia- 
ments , whereby ſeveral perſons have been terrified and 
diſcouraged from declaring their Knowledg thereof: molt 
humEtly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That for the Security of ſuch 
perſons who ſhall be willing o give Evidence, or make fur- 
ter Satisfattory Diſcovery' concer ning the ſame to this 

Houſe, Tour Majeſty would be pleaſed to Tue Tour Royal 

Proclamation, aſſuring all the ſaid perſons, of your Gra- 

| | CLOUS 
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cious Pardon, if they ſhall give Evidence, or make ſuch 
Diſcovery within two Months after the date of ſuch Pro- 


clamation. 


There was two Exceptions taken to this Addreſs by 
others, Tho I find none made in the Houſe, vzz. 

The firſt was, That in the height of their Zeal they 
forgot to tell his Majeſty what Proteſtant Religion they 
meant or deſired to preſerve, for there being in England 
many not onely ſeveral but contrary Religions, which 
yet may be Comprehended under that General term of 
Proteftant. Some of. which are worſe than Popery, 
:hey were not to te preſerved but Suppreſſed, ifit might 
be ; Except they intended in apr 1:4 to Popery to 
aphold all the Hereſies and Schiſmes that aroſe in the 
ate Rebellion amounting to near Eightſcore, as they 
iave been counted ; but then it had been better to have 
2alled them Proteſtant Religions : for it is a perfect piece 
}f Nonſence to call theſe Contrary and Contencing 
attions, who do mutually endeavour to Ruine each 
ther, tho they are now Combined as much againſt 
he Religion that is Eſtabliſhed, as againſt Popery, and 
'0 At againſt it with more fury than they do againſt 
20pery ; I fay it is Nonſence to call theſe Conjoyntly 
Religion, when if there be or ever were any ſuch things 
35 difterent Religions in the World, theſe are ſuch,and 
they are as Contrary to the Religion eſtabliſhed, and 
2ach to other as they are to Popery. 


Hitherto the Parliaments had always qualified that 
looſe general word,with ſuch terms as theſe, Eſtabliſhed, 
or by Law Eſtabliſhed, or the like ; and ſometimes not 
{o much as mentioned the Word Proteſtant, which is ve= 


ry improperly affixed to any Party of the Dy” 
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Religions of England, there being perhaps never a Lu. 
theran 1n England, to take it ſtrictly. 

But we ſhall ſee afterwards that it was not a Caſual 
or Accidental omiſſion here, but as theſe Protcſtants at 
Large had advanced the greater part of theſe Commons 
into that high dignity, ſo they were reſolved,. toslift 
them up above the Church and Laws by way of Reward, 
tho the Peace of the Nation and the Government were 
Ruined by it. 


The Second thing objeted was, That they Tacitly 
and Injuriouſly refleted upon His Majeſty in their Pre- 
tences, That during the Receſs of Parliament, ſeveral 

rſons had been terrified and difcouraged from declaring 
their Knowledg of the Plot. As for the Receſſes, Pro- 
rogations and Difſſolutions of the Parliaments, they were 
apparently forced upon the King much againſt his Will 
by the unreaſonable Heats, Feuds, and Irregularities of 
the Commons, and fo the King was not to be blamed; 
and all that would Inform any thing concerning the 
Flott in theſe Intervals had been as Kindly uſed by the 
King and Councel, as they could have been by the Par- 
liament. So that this was, as I ſaid, an Injurious Re- 
fletion upon His Majeſty and the Government, and 
was an Argument of an ill temper, and could not but 
diſguſt his Majeſty. 

Their limiting their Petition of Pardon to onely ſuch 
perſons as made any Diſcovery to their Houſe, was look't 
upon as much reſtrain'd ; for it the Diſcovery were really 
and effeQtually made, what matter was it to what houle 
or perſon it was made. But it may be this might not be 
intended by them for any ſuch purpoſe as the limiting 
of the thing to then, tho in effect it did fo, and there- 
- fore I ſhall paſs it over, 

From: 
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From this Addreſs the Houſe proceeded to the Potes 
about the Petitions ; which were as followeth. 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradiceute. Which ſhewes the 
Strength of the party, and not the Conſent of the whole 
Houſe. ; | 
, That it is, and Ever hath been, the Undoubted Right 
of the Subjetts of England, to Petition the King for the 
Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, and Redreſſing of Grie« 
'VANCes. | 

Reſolved, N. C. 

That to tradace ſuch Petitioning (howſoever managed, 
for ſo it muſt ſgnifie, or elſe it will conclude nothi 
' from the Other as a Principle) as a Violation of Duty,and 
to repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultuous and Seditious, 
s to betray the Liberty of the Subjett, and Contributes to 
the Deſign of Subverting the Antient Legal Conſtitutions 
of this Kingdom, and introducing Arbitrary Power. 


Ordered, 

That a Committee be appointed to inquire of all ſuch 
perſons as have offended againſt theſe Rights of the Sub- 
jeds. 

Reſolved, 

That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, declaring the 
Reſolution of this Houſe to Preſerve and Support the King's 
Perſon and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion at 
home and abroad. 


This laſt ſeemed to ſweeten the Crudity of the for- 
mer Yotes, and to Countenance and Juſtifie one of the 
greateſt diſorders that Contributed to the Ruine of his 
Father. 

As to their firſt Pote, which is their Principle, it is 

T 2 granted 


Lord Ba- 
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of H. 7. 


(38) 


granted modo & forma as they have fet it down. 


But the Second is too general, and an Undeniable 
foundation for Rebellion, as hath been Experimentcd : 
for all the Controverſie was here about the manner of 
Petitioning, viz. Whether a few private men might 
agree upon a Petition, and then ſend Emiſſer.es abroad 
to procure Hundreds and Thouſands of Ignorant peoplc 
to Subſcribe it, and then tender it to his Majeſty, as & 
were by the Number to fright him into a Complyance 
with them againſt his declared Reſolution to the Con- 
trary : if this might be allowed, the Liberty of the Sub- 
jet would ſoon eat up the Prerogative of the King, and 
diſorder this or any other Government in the World. 


In the Reign of Zexry the Seventh , one Thomas 
Flammock, a Lawyer, thought he could make a Rebel- 
lion and never break the Peace; and the People of Cors- 
wall being diſcontented about ſome Subſidies granted 
to the King, he perſwades them that it was not good 
they ſhould ſtand like Sheep before the Shearers,but put 
on Harneſs and take Weapons in their hands : yet to do 
no Creature. hurt, but go and deliver the King a S?rong 
Petition, for the Laying down of thoſe grievous Pay- 
ments, and for the Puniſhment of thoſe that had given 
him that Counſel, and to make others beware how they 
did the like in time to come : And he faid for his part, 
He did not fee how they could do the Duty of true Engliſh- 
men and good Liege-men, except they d1d deliver the 
King from ſuch Wicked ones, that would deft roy both him 
and the Country ; or 1n the Language of our dayes, /#- 
troduce Arbitrary Power. J 

And accordifigly 16000 men armed, aſſembled, and 
marched from Coruwal to.Black- Heath in Kent Modelt- 


ly add Quietly enough, Except that at Taunton in $S0- 
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merſetſhire they killed, in fury, an Officiaus and Eager 
Commiſſioner for the Subſidy, whom they called the 
Provoſt of Perin : but by that time they came at Black- 
Heath, they Threatned either to bid Battle to the King 
( for now the Seas went higher than his Councellors) 
or to take Londox within his View ; imagining them- 
ſelves, there to find no lebs fear than wealth. And ac- 
cordingly they perſiſted, till the King having drawn out 
his Forces and Surrounded them, he fought them, and 
killed 200co, and took all the reſt Priſoners. 


Now I would Know whether this Strong Petition was 
Juſtifiable, and whether if any body in our dayes ſhould 
perſwade a Number of Men to Ad this over again, it 
- would be an offence againſt the Rights of the Subjects, 
to abhor ſuch Petitioning as 2 Violation of Duty, and 
repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultuous and Seditious, 
or rather plainly Rebellious ; and it would be worth the 
while to try whether Flammock's Strong Petition may 
not be Juſtified by theſe Yozes, as they now ſtand pen- 
ned : for it doth nat appear that any ſort of Petition- 
ing whatſoever, may be oppoſed by the Yotes. 


But it may te replyed, That here were no men in 
Arms in the caſe oithe Petition in hand ; but what then, 
it there ſhould be for the future, theſe Yores will Juſtity 
them too; for if the People may Petition for the Cilling, 
or Sitting of a'Parliament, chatting of Grievances, 
when and howſoever they pleaſe, and no man may hin- 
der them, then is Honeſt Old Father Flammock 's Strong 
Petition, wich was forthe Redrefs of two Notable Grie- 
vances, fairly Juſtifiable, if it were. now to be aCted over 
agatn : Bur if the People te allowed to Petition;but not 
any way, it had: been {it-to have told-us and them, what 

manner 
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manner of way they were allowed to Petition, as well 
as for what ; tor that was the main thing in queſtion. 


But ſeeing they were not ſo kind to the-People, ] 
will try it I cannot dire& them into a better courle the 
next time they ſhall have an Occaſion to Petition the 
King tor the Ca/ing and Sitting of Parliaments, and Re. 
dreſsing of Grievances. And to that purpoſe I will here 
1nſ{ert a whole A of Parliament. 


XIII Car, 2. Cap. V. 


An A& againſt Tumults and Diſorders, upon 
pretence of Pangering or Preſenting Publick 


Petitions, or Addrefles to His Majeſty or the 
Parliament. 


THEREAS it hath been found by Sad 
Experience, That Tumultuous and other Diſ- 
orderly Soliciting, and Procuring of Hands by pri- 
vate perſons, to Petitions, Complaints, Remonſtran- 
ces and Declarations,and Other Addreſſes to the King, 
or both, or either Houſes of Parliament ; 1. For Al- 
teration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law. 2. Redreſs 
of pretended Grievances in Church or State : 3. Or 
other Publick Concerments, have been made uſe of, to 
ſerve the ends of Faftious and Seditious perſons gotten 
into power, to the Vielation of the Publick Peace, and 
-have been a great means of the late Unhappy Wars, 
Tt -- ” | Confuſions 
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' Confuſtons and Calamities in this Nation. For pres 
_ eventing the like Miſchiefs for the future. 


Be it Enatted by the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty; 
by and with the Confent of the Lords &Commons aſſem- 
bled in Parliament, and by the Authority of the fame, 
That no perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall from and 
after the Firſt of Auguſt One thouſand fix hundred 
fixty and one, ſollicite, labour or procure the getting of 
Hands, or other Conſent of any perſons above the num- 
ber of Twenty or more, to Petition, Complaint, Re- 
monſtrance, any Declaration or other Addreſs to 
the Kiag,or both,or either Houſes of Parliament, foy 
alteration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law, in Church 
or State,, Unleſs the Matter thereof have been: firſt 
Conſented unto, and Ordered by Three or more Juſtices 
of the County, or by the Major part of the Grand Jury 
of the County, or Diviſion of the County, where the 
ſame matter ſhall ariſe, at their Publick AſSizes, or 
General Quarter-SeſSions ; or if ariſmg in London, 
by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons in Com- 
mon Councel aſſembled; And that no perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoever ſhall repair to his Majeſty, or both or 
either of the Houſes of Parliament, upon pretence of 
preſenting, or delivering any Petition, Complaiar, 
Remonitrance or Declaration, or. other Addre{- 
les, accompanied with Exceſsive Numbers of: People, 
® not. at any, one time above the number of Ten perſons, 
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upon pain of Incurring @ penalty nat exceeding the 
Sum of One hundred pounds in Money, and Three 
Moneths Impriſonment without Bail or Mainpriſe for 
every offence, to be proſecuted at the Court of Kings- 
Bench, or at the Aſſizes or General Quarter-Seſ: 
ſions, within Six Months after the Offence committed, 
and proved by two or more Credible IVitneſſes. 


Provided always, That this ACt or any thing 
therein contained, ſhall not be Conſtrued to Extend to 
debar or hinder any perſon or perſons, not exceeding 
the Number of Ten aforeſaid, to repreſent any publick 
or private Grievance or Complaint to any Member 
or Members of Parliament after his Elefion, and du- 
ring the Continuance of the Parliament or to the Kings 
Majeſty, for any Remedy thereupon to be had, or to 
Extend to any Addreſs whatſoever to his Maje$ty by 
all or any of the Members of both or either Houſes of 
Parliament during the Sitting of the Parliament, but 
that they may enjoy their Freedom of Acceſs to his 
Majeſty as heretofore hath been uſed. 


Now had this AC of Parliament been purſued, I be- 


Seve there would have been no Controverſie in this 


caſe ; and there was great reaſon it ſhould, * By reaſon 
of the Unquietneſs of the Times, when every thing 
ſeemed to tend to the renewing of thoſe Calamities the 
At mentions in the Preface, and was made to pre- 
vent. 

But ſuppoſing it had been never fo Regular, what 
| realon 
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reaſon can be aſſigned why one part of the People ſhould 
be freer to Petition for any thing, than the other was 
againſt it, if one party may for the inſtance Petition 
the King to change his Mind after he hath declared it in 
any caule, why 1s not the other part as free to deſire 
him not to change? now that which may ſeem a pub- 
lick Grzevance to one County or Place, may be a great 
Advantage to another, and they are totally debarred 
of all means of Maintaining their preſent advantage, if 
they may not Counter-Petition. | 


” But in this caſe here the perſons that Petitioned were 
private men, and contrary to the exprets Letter of this 
AQ, ſolicited hands in an irregular way ; and ſuch ſort 
of hands, as beſides their Number, were of No Conſide- 
ration; for the directions that they ſent with the Peti- 
tions, were, That it mattered not whether they were 
Gentlemen, or ſo much as Free-holders, ſo they were 
Numerous. Now let any man conſider whether it be 
reaſonable that a company of Rude Country Clowns,and 
2 parcel of Pragmatical Apron-men, ſhould contrary to 
his Majeſty's Proclamation pretend themſelves wiſe 
enough to Adviſe his Majeſty when the Parliament 
ſhould Sit. - But if it be alledged, That there were others 
beſides theſe : why were not theſe totally left out 2 why 
was there ſuch care that the Subſcriptions ſhould be ſo 
Numerous 2 did theſe ſmall Folk add any weight to the 
Adviſe ? No ſurely. 


On the other Hand, they that appeared againſt them 
were Parliament-men themſelves, Juſtices ot the Peace, 
Grand Juries at Aſſizes and Seffions, Common-Coun- 
cels and Magiſtrates in Corporations, men full as likely 

to Underſtand what was fit to be done, and as Unlikely 
; K to 
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to betray the true Liberties of the People on the one 
hand, or to invade the juſt Prerogatives of the Crown 
on the other ; but then theſe were men true to the Re. 
ligion and Government by Law eſtabliſhed; and the Pe. 
titioners were of the ſame ſort, for the moſt part, with 
them that had brought on the former Calamitics by this 
and other ſuch ſpecious and popular pretences, to the 
ruine both of King and People, Prerogative and Liber- 


ty : and therefore the more juſtly ſuſpeCted to be play- 
ing over the Old Game. 


Thus much may ſuffice concerning the Yotes ; And 
now let us fee how they proceeded againſt the pre- 
tended Offenders. And in the firſt place Sir Francis 
Withens, a Member of their Houſe, being accuſed on this 
Account as an offender againſt the Rights of the Sub- 
je, who was not then preſent, It was 

Ordered, 


That Notice ſhould be given him to attend in his place 
the next Morning. | 


' On Thurſday Oftober 2.8. 
. Sir F. Withins appearing; in his place, It was ordered 
that the Clerk of the Peace for Weſtminſter ſhould attend 
the Houſe the next Morning at Ten of the Clock with 
the Roll of the: Orders for the Laſt Eafter Scilions tor 
the City of Weſtminſter. 

Then they tell upon an Information which had been 
given the Houſe againſt Sir Robert Teomans of Briſtol, 
and Sir Robert Cann, a Member of the Houſe, That they 
did in OfFober 1679, Publickly declare, That there was 
ne Popiſh Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot. 
| Which was atteſted againſt them by Mr. Rew,Sword- 
Bearer of Briſtol, and Sir John Knight a Member of 1p 

© 
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Houſe. Sir Robert Cann being to make his defence, Ut- 
tered ſeveral Reproachful.and Reflefing words againſt 
Sir Fohn Knight, tor which he was called to the Bar, and 
received a Reprehenſion on his Knees, and then being 
- ordered to withdraw, they Voted he ſhould be commir- 


ted to the * Tower, and Expelled the Houſe ; and that # Where 
Sir Robert Teomans ſhould be ſent for in Cuſtody of the he lay till 


Serjeant attending their Houſe. 


This weighty affair took up the whole day,and it had 
been well ſpent, if the Popiſh Plot had been made one 
jot the plainer, or the Presbyterian Plot ever fo little 
taken off by it ; but the World was full as well fatified 
of the truth of the former before, notwithſtanding what 
theſe Gentlemen had faid to the Contrary; and much 
confirmed in the truth of the latter, by this Violent, if 
not Arbitrary way of proceeding againſt them. 

For if theſe Gentlemen had offended againſt any 
Law, why were they not proſecuted in a Legal way, 
where they might have made a Legal defence,and have 
received a Legal Sentence 2 But here they had nothing 
but bare affirmations, without any witneſs to defend 
them ; and a Sentence founded upon this as ſharp, 
chargeable, and diſhonourable as was poſſible. If this be 
the Liberty of the SubjeCt, and theſe men our defenders 
from Arbitrary Government—— 


On Friday Oftober 29. Sir George Downing having ob- 
tained Leave to bring in a Bull for wearing of the Wool- 
len ManufaCture of England; The Houſe Ordered that 
Dr. Tongue ſhould be recommended to his Majeſty for 
the firſt Conſiderable Church-Preferment that ſhould 
happen to became void in the Kingdom. And then the 
Speaker Reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to the Addreſs 
K 2 Con» 


the 8th of 
Novemb. & 
then was 

diſcharged. 
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concerning Pardons , which is recited above; which 


Anſwer was, 
| ce 


Hat he did intend to dirct ſuch a Pro.Limation,arnd 
was reſolved not onely to proſecute the Plot, but. Po. 

pery alſo, and to take Care of the Proteſlant Rel. 
gion Eſtabliſhed by Law ; and if We joyn, and the Lower 
Houſe go on Calmly in their Debates, without heats, He 
did not doubt but to beat down Popery and all that belngs 
fo 2t. 

This Anſwer will ſtand upon Record againſt them, 
and Poſterity will certainly give them their due for 
NegleCting this Mild Admonition of this Meek Prince. 
But to go on, Mr. Harbord Reported the Addreſs for 
the Support of the King's Perſon and Government, and the 
Proteſtant Religion both at Home and Abroad. Which 
was as followeth. 


TE Tour Majefties moſt Dutiful and Obedient Sub. 

jefts the Commons in this preſent Parliament 

Aſſembled, Do with moſt Thankful Flearts Ac- 

knowledg, not Onely Tour Majeſties many former Royal 

Lg Declarations of Tour Adherence fo the * Proteſtant Re- 
gion? why are ligion, 7» the Preſervation and Protettion thereof, but 
not the words Tour further Manifeſtation of the fame in Tcur Gracicus 
fray _ Speech to both Houſes at the Opening of this preſent Far- 
as well as in /zament, in which Tour Majeſty is pleaſed to Command us 
on PO *, ſtrittly and impartially to proſecute the Horrid Pepiſh 
Plot, without which we do fully affent to Tour Majeſttes 

great Judgment, That neither Jour Perſon nor Government 

can be Safe, nor your Proteſtant Subjetls, It being, part of 

the very Religion of Popery, where it can obtain, 10 [ x» 

tirpate all Proteſtants both Prince and People ; which hath 


canſed in the Times of Tour Royal Anceſiors fince the Re- 
format 108, 
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' formation, that great Care to oblige the Subjefls againſt 
their return to the Papal Toke, in the wery ſame Oathes 
wherein they Swear Allegiance to:their Prince. And as 
Now the Eyes of all the Proteſtant Kingdoms and States 
abroad are upon us, and looking upon Tour Majeſty as the 
Royal Head of ſo many ProteFtant Countries, cannot but 
hope, upon a Happy and Solid Security in our Religion at 
Home, That your Majeſty wilt be the greateſt Proteftion 
to them, from whom we may expett a Mutual Aſſiſtance, as 
being involved in the ſame Common Danger: So we do 
humbly aſſure your Majefty, That we ſhall be always ready 
to preſerve your Majeſties Perſon and Government, and to 


Suppert the ® Proteſtant Religion both at home and abroad: * What that 


And do Humbly beſeech your Majeſty, to Eſteem all per- 
ſons whatſoever who ſhall otherwiſe repreſent Vs to your 


by Law Efta- 
bliſhed , or 
another As 


Majeſt 'y, as thoſe who deſign to divide between the K. ing and contrary to ir 
his People, and to defeat the Meeting and Sitting of Par. ® Popery is? 


liaments, That thiſe Popiſh Deſigns may ſucceed, which 
they well know cannot otherwiſe proſper. And this they 
\ have made Undeniably Evident in the Interval of Par- 
| liaments, by Contriving, with unparalled Inſolenc?,a moſt 
Damnable and Wicked Deſign to transfer their own 
Crimes upon ſo many of your MajeFties Loyal Proteſtant 
Nobility and Gentry, hoping thereby to deſtroy thoſe who 
with the greateſt Leal ard Integrity endeavour to pro- 
ſecute them. 


The Effect of this Specious Addreſs to poſſeſs the Peo- 
ple, what Stout Champions the Presbyterians are againſt 
Popery, and to Involve all thzm that had appearcd 
againſt them, as Papiſts or Favourers of Papiſts, and to 
let the World know what a horrid opinion they had of 
that Silly-:1mpoſſible-Meal-Tub-Sham Plot : And Cer- 
tainly the Popiſh Party were much to blame to Lay 
LACKW 
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their Treaſons to the Presbyterians, who have too ma- 
ny of their own to anſwer for without this Accumula. 
tion of guilt from others Crimes. But as to their boaſt 
of their Great Zeal and Integrity in endeavouring to 
proſecute the Popiſh Plot, we ſhall be better able to 
judge of it in the Concluſion of this Seſsion of Parlia- 
ment. 

Then the Houſe Proceeded to Examine Sir Fraxci 
IW ythens buſineſs,. and it appearing by Witneſs and his 
own Confeſſion, that he had preſented an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, expreſſing an Abhorrency to Petition his Ma- 
jeſty for the Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, they 
Voted him a Betrayer of the Undoubted Rights of the 
Subjz&s of Exg/and ; and ordered him to be Expelle,| 
the Houſe for this High Crime, and to receive his Sen- 
tence at the Bar upon his Knees. Which he ſubmitted 
fo. 

Obſerve how they miſrepreſent this Gentleman, the 
Addreſs he preſented was drawn by the Bench at Faſter 
Seſſions for Weftminſler, and related onely to that Pe- 
tition, and that Parliament, in thoſe Circumſtances ; 
now as they word the buſineſs, it muſt ſignify that the 
Addreſs was againſt AU Sorts of Petitions, tor the Sit- 
ting of Parliaments, in the plural Number ; which is 
foul play to miſrepreſent the Matter of fact in a thing 
ſo lately done and well Known to every body in the ve- 
ry place where they- Sit : but it was neceſlary it ſhould 
be fo worded, to Juſtify the Severity of the Houſe, if 
that would have done. 

This was the Second Member of Parliament they Ex- 
pelled in a way that was look't on as Arbitrary, and 
unexampled ; and this was the uſe they made of His 


Majeſties Advice to proceed Calmly, and without 
Heats. 


On 
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On Saturday the 30th of Offober, They paſſd a 
Vote, | 
That the Yotes of their Houſe ſhould be Printed, þe. 
ing firſt Peruſed ani Signed by Mr. Speaker, who was to 
Nominate and Appoint the perſons to Print the fame. 


From theſe Printed Yotes I have Extracted what hath 
gone before and ſhall tollow after ; and to them I a 

al for the truth of this Narrative of their Procecdings : 
and but for this Yote it might have been difficult to have 
known what they had done, ſo as to have charged 
them : By them alſo I have been encouraged to ſpeak 
my Mind more treely of this, than of the former Par: 
laments ; for this Printing their Yotes could be defign- 
ed for Nothing but to enable the People to paſs a Judg- 
ment on their Actions; one'ot which Number I am. 


Their next Yote was, That they would proceed to the 
full Examination of the Popiſh Plot, zn order to bring the 
Offenders to Fuſtice. 

And then they Nominated a Committee to Inſpect 
the Journals of the Two laſt Parliaments; and Report 
_ proceedings relating to the Popiſh Plot ; and Or- 

ere 

An Addreſs to his Majeſty for the Letters, Papers and 
Evidences which have been delivered to the Privy Coun- 
ci] reiating to the ſaid Plot. 

This Atternoon they Waited upon his Majeſty with 
their Addreſs for the Preſervation of his Perſon and Go- 
vernment,Qc. 

On Munday the Firſt day of November, Mr. Secretary 
Jenkins told the Houſe, the Papers they had Addreſſed 
for, had been fent to the Committee of the Houſe of 
Lords for Examination of the Pot, the 2 4th of October. 
The 


(50) 


The Bill for wearing of Woollen, was alſo read and 
committed. Y” 


Then the Speaker Reported the King's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs for Preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon, and the 
Proteſtant Religion ; which was as tolloweth. 


Thank you very heartily for your Zeal for the Pro. 

teſtant Religion: and I aſſure you there ſhall be wo. 

thing wanting on my part at Home or Abroad to pre. 
ſerve zt. 


Sir Francis Winnington Chairman of the Committee 
tor InſpeCting the Journals of the Two laſt Parliaments 
concerning the Proceedings relating to the Popiſh Plot, 
reported a general abſtraCt of the fame ; which was Or- 
dered to be perte&ed, and that they ſhould inſpect thoſe 
of the Houſe of Lords for the ſame time. 

Then one Hardwich a Linnen-Draper, being accuſed 
of ſome Miſdemeanors againſt one Seignior Franciſco, a 
Witneſs in the Popiſh Plot, was Ordered to be ſent for 
in Cuſtody of the Serjeant Attending their Houſe to an- 
ſwer the ſame. This was to puniſh a man betore they 


knew whether he were guilty or no, upon a bare Sug- 
geſtion. 


On Tueſday the 2% of November, A Bill for prohibit- 
vg the Importation of 7ri/þ Cattel, was read and com- 
mitted, 

And then one Zarnage was ordered to be brought 
to the Bar for abuſing Fraxciſco Ferria. 

And then they Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty for 
r pardon for Dangerfeld, and that he would take 
him and Mr. Dugdale, Mr. Prance and this Seignior 
F. Fer ria into his Royal Care and ProteCtion. 


But 


% 
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But theſe were ſmall matters to what follow: 
Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, Vo 
That the Duke of York's being a Papiſt, and the Hopes 
of his coming ſuch to the Crown, hath given the greateſt 
Countenance and Encouragement to the preſent Deſigns and 
Conſpiracies againſt the King and Proteſtant Religion. 


Reſolved, That in defence of the King's Perſon and Go- 
vernment, and of the Proteſtant Religion, this Houſe doth 
declare, That they will ſtand by his Majeſty with their 
Lives aud Fortunes, and that if his Majeſty ſhall come by 
any violent death, (which God forbid) they will Revenge it 
to the Vttermoſt upon the Papiſts. (who ever did it.) -_ 


Reſolved, 
T hat a Bill be brought in to diſable the Duke of York 
| [to Inherit the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 


On Tueſday the 3% day of November, the Lords ſent 
down an A& they had paſſed for the better Regulating 
the Trials of the Peers of Zng/and, to which they deſi- 
red the Concurrence of the Commons ; and it was read 
the fame day and committed. 

| Mr. Harnage being then brought to the Bar,was con- 
tinued in Cuſtody of the Serjeant during the Pleaſure of 
- the Houſe. Not one tittle being inſerted concerning the 
Nature of his Miſdemeanor. . He” Eo 

The Committee for Examination of the Journals 
were alſo appointed to inſpett the Impeachments againdt 
the Lords in the 7ower, and the proceedings thereupon. 
And they were alſo to prepare Evidence _—_ the ſaid 
Lords. And in the mean time they Yote | 

| Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, 

That a Bill be brought in for the better Vnitivg of oo 
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his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjefts. This was now a New | 


Name for a Zoleration, as I will make it appear. 


Ordered, | | 
That Sir Tho. Whitegrave and Mr. Birch'sf Stafford 
Apothecary, and Lieutenant Ellis be ſent for in Cuſtody of 


the Serjeant, to anſwer to the Charge given again#t them 
by Mr. Dugdale. 


Ordered, 

That Herbert Herring be ſent for in Cutody,&. for 
Notorious Breach of Priviledge by him committed 
againſt Mr. Coit a Member of their Houſe ; No account 
how or when being w_ 

But Jeremiah Bubb was onely Summoned to appear 
at the- Bar to anſwer for a Breach of Priviledge commit- 
ted againſt Mr. Colt. > 

The Bill for Prohibiting the Importation of 7ri/þ 
Cattel was read the ſecond time, and committed. 

And Leave was given to bring in a Bill for the Ex- 
portation of Leather. 


On Thurſday the 4th of November the faid Bill was 
read the firſt time, and Ordered a ſecond reading. 

And then Mr. Secretary Fentins Reported his Mz- 
xſty's Anſwer concerning the Informers againſt the 
phe rrp Plot ; which was, Zhat Care had, and ſhould bt 
taReyn of them. ; 


Ordered, | 
Fhat a Committee be appointed to inſpett the AQ inti 
tuled, Trade Encouraged, made i the 1 5th Tear of is 
Majeſties-Reign, and to bring in a Bill for prohibiting of 
Scatch Catte/ at certain Seaſons. a 
4 
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And then after ſome Debates and Votes' concerning 
Ele&ions, of which I ſhall take no Notice, *' * ++ 
The Bill for difabling the D. of Tork to Taherit, was 
read the firſt time and committed. 


Ordered, == 
That a Committee be appointed to Taſpet the Laws that 
are in being, touching the Maintenance of the Poor ; aud to 
bring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating and preventing the 

encreaſe of the Poor in this Kingdom. 


On Saturday the 6th of November it was Ordered,That 
a Committee be appointed to Inſpett the Law concerning the 
Anniverſary Reading of the Narrative of the Gunpowder- 
Plot in Churches, on every Fifth day of November, and to 
Report the'ſame to the Houſe. BIG LLP 207 


Reſolved N., C. That it u the Opinion of this Houſe, 
That the Afts of Parltament made in the Reigns of (Queen 
Elizabeth and King James againſt Popiſh Recuſants, Ought 
not to be Extended againft Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


It would have been well 'if we had been told why 
they ought not to be Extended to all that break them, 
one as well as another. And then how it ſhould be polſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh theſe two Sorts of offenders one from 
the other, the offence being Exactly the fame, tho. the 
cauſe be a little different : And then thi:dly, if a Bill had 
been brought in for that purpoſe, for the Votes of the 
| Houſe of Commons are no binding Expoſitions of Law, 
nor T hope never will be. Laſtly, this Vote was need- 
leſs, if the Bill of 2/»40n went on ; and to no purpoſe if 
it did not ; as.I ſuppoſe they underſtand Now. 


L'a Ordered, 


(54) 


-— 


That a Committee be appeirnted to prepare and bring in 
a Bill for Repeat of all or any part of the A of Parlia- 
ment made in the 35th Tear of the Reign of Queen Fliz, 
Cap.1. Priuted in the Statute Book of Pulton. 


_ "This was 4 fevere Att againſt the Diflenters,and they 
were Now to. be Countenanced and Encouraged to the 
utmoſt ; for what end and purpoſe is not difficult to be 
gueſſed, by their Inſolence againſt the King and Go- 
vernment. 

_ A Bill for: Exportation of Cloth and other Woollen 
Manufactures. into Turkey. was read the firft time and 
committed. 

The Bill to difable the Duke of Tort was read the Se- 
cond time, and committed'to. a Committee of. the whoje 
Houſe, with a Reſolution declared that it ſhould Ex- 
tend to the Perſon of- the Duke of Tork-Onely ; and that 
Committee was appointed on the next Manday Morn- 
ing at Ten ofthe Clock : And accordingly it was that 
day Debated, and ſome Clauſes added to it. 


On Zueſday:the Ninth, of November his Majeſty ſent 
the Commons, another Meſſage by Mr. Secretary Jen- 
kms, Which was as followeth.. 


CHARLES R. 
HF Majeſty deſires this Fouſe, as well for the 
4 | Satisfattion of his People as of Himſelf, to 
Expedite ſuch Matters as are depending before them, 
relating to Paper, aud the Plot ; and would have 
them reſt aſſt ed Th, 


[0 


. 0 !:4 Ive; ; 1 
t all Remedies they can tenaer, 


| 
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to bis Majeſty, conducing to thofe Ends, ſhall be roery 
acceptable to bim ; Provided they be ſuch as may 
Conſiſt with preſerving the SucceſSion of the Crown in 
its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent. 


On Wedneſday the 10th of November, A Bill for Re- 
gulating the EleCtions of Members to Serve in Parlia- 
ment for the Houle of Commons, was read the firſt 
time, and ordered to be read the ſecond time. 

And the fame day the Bill for prohibiting the Impor- 
tation of Zriſh Cattel was read the third time and palled, 
and ſent up to the Lords. 

Now let the Reader obſerve, there was not one Pub- 
lick Bill paſſed through the Houſe of Commons in all 
this time, but this ; and-yet no Bill was more oppoſed 
tan this : but here the priyate Concerns of the North 
and Weſt Country Gentlemen were Engaged, and 
therefore they carried it on Might and Main againſt all 
oppoſition ; but as for any Bills againſt Popery, they 
took no care or thought : for that againſt the Duke of 
Tork may perhaps be made to appear to be of another 
| Nature then was pretended, and rather againſt any 
thing then Popery. 

The ſame day the Lords ſent down to the Commons. 
a Bill which they had paſled, for Freeing the City of 
Londen, and his Majeſty's Court and the Parts adjacent, 
iram Popiſh Inhabitants, and providing againſt other 
Dangers which may ariſe from Papiſts. To which they 
deſired their Concurrence. | 


_ Note, That this Bill had been ſent down from the 
Lords before, and the Commons had loſt the opportu- 
nity of paſſing it, as you will ſee they will in this _w 
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ſion alſo, tho. there were Tragical repreſentations made 
of the Danger the City and Nation were in from the 
Vaſt Numbers. of them which were Seated in and about 
the City of London: The truth is, 1t was not conve- 
nient to looſe any thing that might ſerve to fright the 
People, and much better to have Papiſts in Loxdon for 
that purpoſe, than to have them ſent elſewhere,and looſe 
the means of Fermenting the Rabble. But if men were 
not as willing to be or at leaſt ſeem to be cheated, as 
others are to delude them, they would ſoon perceive 
whoſe intereſt it is to keep them in Fears and Jealou- 
fies, and aſter diſcharge their Bug-bears, or turn their 
rage another way. | 

The ſame day they Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
in anſwer to his laſt Meſſage. 

And that they would proceed in the proſecution of 
the-Lords in the Tower,beginning with W:/[zam Viſcount 
Stafford. 


On Thurſday the 11th of November, 1680. 

A Bill to prevent the offences of Bribery, and Debau- 
chery, in EleCtions of Members to Serve in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, was Read the firſt time, and or- 
dered to be read again the Monday following, with the 
Bill for Regulating Ele&ions of Members to Serve in 
the ſaid Houſe, formerly mentioned. 

This day the Bill againſt the Duke of 7ork was read 
the third time, and paſſed ; The Title whereof was re- 
ſolved to be, An Aft for Securing of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, by Diſabling James Duke of York to Inherit the 
Imperial Crown of England aud Ireland, and the Domint- 
ons and Territories thereunto belonging, And it was 0r- 
dered that the Lord Ruſſel ſhould carry it up to the 
Lords, tor their Concurrence. | 


The 
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The Bill ſent-down by the Lords for Freeing the City 
of London from Popiſh Recuſants, was read the firſt 
rime on Friday, and Ordered a ſecond reading in a full 
Houſe. 
| This day the Commons ſent a Meſſage to the Lords, 
to Acquaint them with their Intentions to begin with 
the Viſcount Stafford, and to deſire them to appoint a 
Convenient time for the Tryal, and that the Lords in 
the Tower might be Confined and kept from holding 
Correſpondence with one another, as perſons impeached 
and committed for High Treaſon by Law ought to 
be: 
- The Lords anſwered, As to the latter part of this 
. Meſſage, They had taken Care already in it ; and as to 


the former, They appointed Tueidiy the Thirtieth day of 


| the ſame Moneth. 

And they further reſolved to Addreſs to his Majeſt y 
for a Sum of Money -tor defraying the Charges of Sum- 
moning of Witneſſes and other Expences Incident to the 
Proſecution and Tryals of the Lords in the Tower , 2n1 
appointed Mr. Char/es Clare to Receive and Expen3 the 
fame; for which purpoſe his Majeſty gave Order that 
100 |. ſhould be Iflued: out of the Exchequer. 


On Saturday the 1 3th of November, 

' Sir Robert Teomans keing upon his own Petition called 
ta the Bar, he Acknowledged- his offence, and was or- 
dered to receive'the: Cenſure of the Houſe upon his 
Knees; to which he ſubmitted, and was diſcharged, pay + 
Ing his Fees: ; 

The Lords returned'theBill.again&[mporting of 7ri/þ 
Cattel agreed to Commons the jame Yay. 

The City of London having Petittpngd tie Houſe 
er, and it be- 


agpankt. Sur George Jeffereys their Reco 


ing: 
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ing referred to a Committee, they paſſed this Vote, 
Reſolved, | 

That this Committee is of Opinion, That by the FEvi- 
dence given to this Committee, it does appear that Sir 
George Jeffereys, Recorder of the City of London, by 
traducing and obſtrutting Petitioning for the Sitting of 
This Parliament, hath betrayed the Rights of the Sub. 
jett. 

To which the Houſe agreed, and Ordered, That an 
Humble Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, to remove bim 
out of all Publick Offices; and appointed a Committee to 
draw up the ſame. As it it had been likely his Majeſty 
would have fo far complyed with them, as to have pu- 
niſhed the Recorder for obeying his Laws and Proclz- 
mation, againſt a Tumultuous and Seditious Sort of 
men. 

But however his Majeſty might A&,they had another 
aim in this, for they Voted, That the Members of their 
Houſe that Served for the City of London, ſhould commu. 
nicate this Vote and Reſolution of their FHouſe,to the Court 
of Aldermen for the City of London. | | 

This was a fure way to beſpeak a Party in the City 
to Joyn with the Houſe againſt the Abhorrers. 

They further Ordered, That this Committee ſhould 
enquire into all ſuch perſons as have been Adyiſing, or 
Promoting of the late Proclamation, ſtiled, 4 Proclami- 
tion againſt Tumultuous Petitioning, : eld 

Thus having paſſed thus far without any check from 
any perſon, they thought they-might proceed as far fur- 
ther as they pleaſed. And it is very probable that they 

were ſpurred on to this by their. Friends and Enemies ; 
the one deſigning to make them Terrible ; and the 
other, being willing to make them Hated. However, 
[ am ſure they they became more hated than feared by 
this and many other ſuch proceedings. AS 
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As the Parliament, that is, the Commons, Courted 
the City, ſo the City was as kind to them, and Calling 
2 Common Councel, Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty 
to declare their Loyalty ; and to Petition him that the 
Parliament might Sit until Proteſtantiſme was Secured ; 
I believe they might mean innocently, tho I am well 

Secured that this would have perpetuated them to the 
End of the World, it ſome amongſt them might have 
of hats of the time when this great work was per- 
ected. 

But this did not Edify with his Majeſty, who pene- 
trated to the bottom of theſe little Proje&ts, and was not 
over-pleaſed with this Correſpondency betwixt this and 
the Commons, remembring what ill efte&s this Con- 
junftion had in the Reign ot his Father. So he Adviſed 
the Common-Councel to meddle with thoſe things that 
lay before them, and aſſuring them, 7hat he would La- 

 bour to maintain the Proteſtant Religion as it was Eſta- 


bliſhed by Law; (which was more than they defired,) he 
diſmiſſed them. 


On Munday the 15th day of November. 
A Bill againſt the Importation of Cattel from Scotland 
was Read the firſt time, and Ordered a Second Reading 
the Saturday ſollowing at Ten of the Clock. 


This day was delivered the following Meſſage to the 
Commons, | 


CHARLES R. 


| H” S Majeſty did in his Speech, at the Opening 
of this SeſSion of Parliament, defire your Ad- 

vice and Aſsiſtance, in relation to [Tangier : 

| the 
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the Condition and Importance of the Place obliges his 
Majefty to put this. Houſe in mind again, That He 
relies upon them for the Support of it, without which 
it cannot be much longer preſerved. His Majeſty 
doth therefore Earneſtly Recommend Fangier again 


to the due and ſpeedy Conſideration and Care of this 
Houſe. 


A Debate thereupon ariſing, in. the Houſe, they Vo. 
ted, That they would preceed in the Conſideration of this 
Merge the next Wedneſday Morning at Ten of thi 
Clock. 

A Bill ſent down from the Lords, Intituled;, 4» Af 
for the better Regulating the Tryals of the Peers of En- 
gland, was Read the Second time, and Committed upon the 
Debate of the Houſe. | 

This day the Bill for Diſabling the Duke of 7ork was 
Read the firſt time in the Houſe of Peers ; and the que- 
{tion being put, Whether it ſhould be read again 2 the. 
Houſe divided. 

Noes, 63. 
Teas, 3O. 

So it was Thrown out ; the Biſhops all appearing 
againſt the Bill, Except three, for which ſome of the 
Commons Reflected upon them, with great Liberty, as 
if no body could be tor the Duke but he muſt be tor 
Popery. | 

The Houſe of Commons taking notice: of this, were 
ſo diſcompoſed, that they Adjourned . themſelves on 
Tueſday Morning, and:did nothing that day. 

And the day following meeting in a very bad and dit- 


gontented. humour, and raking into. Conſideration the? 
Meſlag; 
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Mcefſage about 7angier, They Reſolved upon an Addreſs: 
to his Majeſty upon the Debate of the Houfe, Humbly 
repreſenting to him the dangerous State and Condition 
ef the Kingdom. 

And then it appearing that George Earl of Hallifax 
had been very Active in the Houſe of Lords againſt the 
Bill for Diſ-inheriting the Duke, they Reſolved alfo 
upon another Addreis to his Majeſty, to remove the 
Earl from his Maj:ſties Preſence and Councils for Ever. 
And this was all they did the Second day after. The 
Houſe being in a perfect Fret, and the Country-Party 
Heating themſelves by their Speeches to that height, 
they were ſcarce able to Conſider what was fit to be ſaid 
or asked. | 

And 'now that the Peers of England have paſſed their 
Judgment concerning this Bill, | will add {ome ſhort 
Refletions upon the Bill, which I ſhall ſhall ſubmit to 
my Reader, as it 1s fit I ſhould. 

Firſt, Then, I do-acknowledg it is a great affliction 
to any Proteftant Country to fall into the Hands of a 
Popifh Prince ; and worſe for England then for moſt 
other, becauſe of the great and implacable Malice the 
Jeſuits and the whole Church of Rowe have ever born to 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed among(t us, which is more eaſ1- 
ly defended againſt them, then any other Reformed 
Church, as being founded upon greater Antiquity, and 
more conformable to the Primitive Church of the Three 
or Four firſt Centurzes, then either the Church of Rome, 
or any of the Reformed Churches in theſe We/?erz Parts 
of the World: and therefore they of the Church of Rome 
Have left no ſtone unturned, to Subyert her, imploy- 
ing all their own Wit and Power againſt her ever ſince 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth began ; and ſticking nei- 
ther at Perjury, Treaſon, Murther, nor any other Villa- 
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ay that they thought might conduce to that End :' and 
when God had by his Gracious Providence defeated all 
theſe their Damnable Projects,They Transformed them. 
ſelves into the ſhapes of our own Proteſtant Diſlenters, 
and ſo promoted a Rebellion which ended in the feem- 
ing Ruine of this Religion and Government, to their 
mighty Content and Satisfaction ; but tho his Majeſty 
at his Return re-ſettled this Church, yet they did not 
give over, but by a Tolcration by ſpreading Pamphlets 
written in the Stile of the Diflenters, and fo very ac- 
ceptable to them, by diſcouraging all that oppoſed our 
Inteſtine Diviſions, and a multitude of fuch other frauds, 
they have in Twenty Years time ſo fhaken her founda- 
tions again, that his Majeſty can hardly now preſerve 
and uphold her againſt the Popiſh Party on the one hand, 
and the Diflenters on the other. 

So that if this poor perſecuted Church ſhould fall in- 
to the hands of a Prince of their Communion, She is to 
ExpeCt whatever the moft Enraged Malice armed with 
his Authority, can inflict upon her, and She hath all the 
reaſon in the world to expeC&t the Diſlenters will- joyn 
with them to afflit and ruine her. Not out of any 
Kindneſs to Popery, but out of an implacable hatred 
they two have Conceived againſt her. So: that I muſt 
and will Conclude the Church of E»g/and hath the 
greateſt. reaſon in the world to dread that. day that ſhall 
put her into. ſuch hands. | 

But yet ſtill with this limitation notwithſtanding, 
that by Avoiding one Miſchief, the ſhould not plunge 
| her Self into a greater ; that 15, by flying aPerſecution 
from men, to tall into aRebellion againſt her God and 
Saviour, by whoſe Providence Kings and Princes ( ot 
what Religion ſoever they be) rule; and by whom they 
have in all Ages been ſo Ordered, Diſpoſed and Govern- 
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ed, as He in his Divine and Holy. Wiſdom Saw moſt 
Expedient for the Proſperity or Chaſtiſement of his 


Church, to the greater entreaſe of her Glory and Hap- 
pinels 1n the world to come. 


Two things I will lay down as Undoubted Rules or 
Maximes. 

1. That the Kingdom of Eng/and is an Hereditary 
Kingdom - or Monarchy, which for many Apes hath 
gone to the Next Heirs, be they Males or Females, of 
the Blood Royal ; without any EleCtion or. Conſent of 
the People, otherwiſe then by acknowledging their 
Lawful Right derived from God, by their Blood to 
them. - 
'- TheSecond is, That this Hereditary Monarchy was 
ſet up at firſt, and hath been ſince upheld and main- 
tained by the Providence of God. 

From which two I will infer this Concluſion, That 
who ever ſhall attempt to alter this Right of Succeſs - 
fion without a manifeſt revelation, (which is not now 
to be expeed) 1s a Notorious Uſurper upon the Right 
of the Perſon who is to Succeed, be the pretence for it 
what it will ; and a Rebel againſt that Providence'which 
gave him that Right. | 

Nor will all the Antient Rebelhons, Uſurpations and 
Diſorders, which have hapned in this Kingdom, Juſtify 
them that ſhall begin them again. 

Now if it ſhould pleaſe God fo to order it, that the 
Duke ſhould at his Majcfties Death be the Next Heir 
to his Crown; I cannot ſee how any humane Power 
thall prevent his Succeflion to it, but by encroaching 
upon his Right, and by retelling againſt the Divine 
Providence that gave it to him. 


or 


The Oath of 
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So that be the Inconveniences that ſhall fellow upon 
ſuch a Succeſſion what they will or can be, we mult 
ſubmit to them upon pain of Rebellion againſt both 
God and his Anointed our Lawtul Prince. And then 
let any man be judge whether it is better to tall into 
the Hands of a Popiſh Prince, or into the Hands of an 
Angry God, who.is a Conſuming fire ; and who is nor 
bound by any Act of Parliament trom affliting a Sintul 
and Rebellious People. | 

So tho the Church of En2z/and hath all the reaſon in 
the world to dread fuch a Pririce, yet ſhe will have 
greater reaſon to dread a Rebellion againſt him, becauſe 
rt runs her upon the Divine Vengeance, and is dirc&tly 
contrary to her Principles, and the PraCtiſe of the Apo- 
{tles and Primitive Church, and is plain down-right 
Popery. So that I conclude Neither She nor any of her 
Children, will be guilty of it, come what will come. 

But this 1s not all, we are already Sworn to Bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, His 
Heirs and Lawful Succeſlors, and that to our power 
we ſhall aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiction, Priviledges, 
Pre-Eminences and Authorities granted or a 
to the Kings Highneſs,his Heirs and Lawtul Succetſors, 
or United and Annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm; of which that of an hereditary Succeſſion is one 
of the principal; and we are Sworn not onely to his 
Majeſty, (whom God Long Continue) but alſo to his 
Lawful Succeſlors: with which Oath none but they 
that have that Right can diſpence ; for this being a pro- 
miſſory Oath nad to them as well as him, u h2n their 


Rights ſhall fall, his Majeſty cannot remit their Right, 
nor any of them anothers; but they have Every of them 
in their reſpe&tive degrees and orders an indiſpenſable 
Right confirmed to them by this Oath. Nor wp 

they 
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chey ceaſe to be Lawfal Succeſſors in the Sence of this 
Oath, tho a Law were made to prevent, bar, or cut off 
thzir Succeſſion ; becaule all that is meant by the word 
Lawful, in this place, is to be underſtood-by the common 
Rules of Succeſſion Settled' by*the Common” Law of 
England; wiz, the Eldelt Son or Daughter before a 
Younger of the fame Sex, &c. Now, if his Majeſty 
- cannot do it, much leſs.can the Lords or Commons dv 
it, becauſe they areall within the obligation of this 
Oath, and it 1s unreaſonable that men ſhould diſpence 
with their own promiſſory Oathes to others ; for this 
would deſtroy all Faith and Confidence amongſt men, 
an] pull up the very Roots of all Society and Govern- 
ment. Nor can any man imagine thaFthis Oath was 
made in favour of a Proteſtant Succeſſor only, #7. 8. be- 
12g a Popiſh Prince, in whoſe time it was Settled at firſt: 
And the ſame in effe& is Sworn by the Oath of Allc- 
giance with this binding Clauſe, 7 do believe, and in 
my Conſcience am reſolved, that neith:r the Pope, nor any 
other Perſon whatſoever, hath power to abſolve me of this 
Oath or any part thereof, which I Acknowledge by good 
and ful Authority to be lawfully Miniſtred unto me. And 
by this Oath we are allo bound to bear Faith. and true 
Allegiance (not onely) to his Majety, (but to) his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, and Him and Them to Defend to the 
Utmoſt of our power, &c. Which is to be underſtood 
according to their ſeveral and reſpe&tive Rights, and 
at fuch times as they ſhall grow and accrew to them and. 
every of them. And altho this Oath was Introduced 
by a Proteſtant Prince, yet is not made to him as a Pro- 
tefiant, but as Lawtul and Rightiul King of this Realm; 
and who ever- is So, -hath and muſt have Right to im- 
pole it upon us, be his Religion what it will, So that 
beſides the former Sin of Rebellion againſt the gta 
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dence of -God, Here is an Apparent and Unavo'dable 
Perjury in this Caſe to Aggravate the other. And ſure- 
W, no 0 Rengious man will run upon theſe two Hi. 

cous Sins deliberately, to avoid any temporal affliction 
whatſoever. 

So that were the Caſe juſt ſuch as it is repreſented by 

the Author of the Charatter of a Popiſh Succeſſor,It would 
not Juſtify the Excluding of ſuch a Sncceſlor as he hath 
deſcribed, by Force and Arms, againſt his Right and our 
Oathes to the Contrary, tho we were never ſo certain 
to Succeed in the Attempt. But then that wicked man 
has moſt falſly repreſented things to us, and So as it is 
impoſlible they, ſhould ever prove in the Event, if we 
do not give occaſion for it by an improſperous Rebel- 
lion ; nay I believe I may fay if we ſhould. 


Firſt it is agreed by All the World, That there arc 
Ten Proteſtants for one Papiſt thro all the Dominions 
of England ; So that if ſuch a Succeſſor ſhould attempt 
to Extirpate them ; the bare refuſing to aid or aſſiſt him 
in ſuch an enterprize, would render it impoſſible, 


Secondly, All. our Laws are in favour of that Relt- 
gion that is Eſtabliſhed, which could never be Repealed 
but in Parliament ; and it is morally impoſſible to have 
a Parliament the major part of which will not be Pro- 
teſtants, who will never Conſent to ruine themſelves. 


Thirdly, 'The Revenue of ſuch a Prince will not bear 
the Charge of ſo great an Army as will be neceſſary to 
reduce the People to a Religion ſo generally deteſted and 
hated as this 15. gs 

In anſwer to this, there is Two things pretended. 
Firſt, That he may have Foraign Ayds; And agg 
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That he will have means to deter or allure many from 
the Proteſtant Religion to his own. 


As to Foraign aſliſtances, no Prince will dare to ad- 
mit ſo many as ſhall totally over-power his own People, 
becauſe then they will be able to ruine him,as the Saxoxs 
did the Brittains ; and he may be fure they will do it. 
So that this is a ridiculous Suppoſition in a Prince of 
our own Nation that hath No other Dominions but 
theſe. 


As to any Number of People that he may be able to 
bring over to his, Religion, they will be very incon- 
ſiderable in proportion to thoſe that will never be 
brought over, tho we ſuppoſe the Number greater then 
it is like to be; for that fome-men have got a way of 
Reproaching all they hate with the Name of Papiſts, 
tecauſe there is none more hated than that ; yet even for 
that caſe the Number muſt be ſmall, being very unwil- 
ling to Liſt themſelves in a hated Party, Except they 
may have great Advantages by it ; which are not to be 
afforded to many(in proportion to the reſt) in one Kings 
Reign, in ſo ſmall a Kingdom as England. 


Thirdly, The very attempting this with Force and 
Violence, will drive ſo many people out of the Nation, 
that the Prince will deſtroy both his Revenue, and Se- 
curity ; which we may believe no man will do for his 
own ſake. * 

To this we may add, That it is three to one whether 
we have any ſuch Prince. Who but God can tell whe- 
ther ever the Duke ſhall Survive his Majeſty. Whether, 
| It hedo, he ſhall be the Next Heir ; and whether, if he 

be So, his Intereſt, the Grace of God, or meer humane 

N Incon- 


(68): 
Inconftancy, may not work upon him to return to that 
Religion he was firſt principl'd in, and for which his 
Royal Father moſt Gloriouſly Laid down his Lite. 
And after all this, Suppoſing he ſhould Succeed and 
be Zealous for his Ropgns, and Suppoſe that to be Po- 


pery ; there is no neceſſity that he muſt ACt all the worſt 
Principles of Popery to the Utmoſt degree. I am ſure it 
is not uſual fo to do, tho the difficulty be not ſo great as 
here it will be. ; 

And after all, doth not the Providence of God govern 
the Popiſh as well as Proteſtant Princes? Is the Arm of 
the Almighty ſhortned that he can neither Deliver nor 
Support his Church ? or hath he forſaken her in her Old 
Age, who preſerved her with So much Care and Power 
in her Infancy under Heathen Princes for above Fhree 
hundred Years 2 and under Arras Princes ( which were 
as bad as the worſt Papiſts) a long time after that. Do 
we believe this Proteſtant Religion is acceptable to him 2 
Are the far greateſt part of them that profeſs it, Sincere 
or Falſe in their pretences? If all theſe be anſwered one 
way, we have Something to rely upon that is more 
Steady, than the Faith and Religion of Princes. If in the 
other, it will be but a folly to pretend to Secure by hu- 
mane Arts, that which God is reſolved to deſtroy. 

But the reaſon upon which the Bill of Excluſion is 
built, is worſe than the thing. Firſt they Vote, That 
the Dukes being a Papiſt, and the Hopes of his Coming 
ſuch to the. Crown, hath given the greateſt Countenance 
and Encouragement to the preſent Deſigns and Conſpiracies 
againſt the King and Proteſtant Religion. 

They Vote the Duke a Papiſt, which is more than 
any man living can tell but himſelf; and if it ſhould be 
granted that he is So, what then > Then this hath given 
the greateſt Countenance and Encouragement to the" 
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preſent Deſigns and Conſpiracies againſt the Ring and 
Proteſtant Keligion ; and then the Concluſion is, That 
therefore he mult be diſ-inherited. To me it ſeems bet- 
ter Logick to ſay, Thea all poſſible Care and Artis to 
be imployed toreduce him back to our Church ; where- 
as this way of proceeding with him can end in nothing 
but the enraging and exaſperating of him again{t the 
Proteſtant Religion. 

But then the Duke's being a Papiſt hath not given 
the greateſt, nor, if we may believe Mr. Oates, hardly 


any Encouragement to the Po? : for he tells us, that Article 60, 


when he urged , That he feared the Death of the King 
would ſcarely do the buſineſs and effett the Deſign, unle/s 
his R. Hl. would pardon thoſe that did the Fa 171 aud 
fland by them in it, Keines replyed, That the Duke was 
not the Strength of their Truſt ; for they had another way 
to effett the ſetting up the C. R.&c. And if James did not 
Comply with them, to pot he muſt go alſo. And Article 
29. If the Duke ſhall ſet his face in the leaſt meaſure to 
follow his Brothers foot-ſteps,his Paſsport was made to Lay 
him aſleep. And Article 24. They the Jeſuits aver,That 
altho the Duke was a good Catholique, yet he had a tender 
affeftion for the King, and would ſcarcely be engaged in 
that Concern; and if they ſhould once intimate their De- 
figns and Purpoſes unto him, they might not onely be fru- 
ſtrated of their Deſign, but alſo might loſe his Favour. 
Art. 16. He faith he putting this queſtion, What zf the 
Duke ſhould prove Slippery 2 They replyed, Hs Paſsport 
was ready when ever he ſhould Appear to fail them. And 
page the 64. He tells us, He (the Pope) hath ordered, 
That in caſe the D. of York will not accept theſe Cromns 
as forfeited by his Brother unto the Pope, as of his Gift, 
and ſettle ſuch Prelates and Dignities in the Church, aud 
ſuch Officers in Commands and Places Civil, Naval, and 
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Military, as he hath ts: <4 Extirpate the P7o. 
teſtant Religion, and in order thereunto Ex poſt facto, 
Conſent the Aſſaſſination of the King his Brother, Maſſacre 
. of his Proteflant Subjetts, Firing of his Towns,&c. by Par- 

doning of the Aſſaſsins, Murtherers and Incendiaries,that 
then he alſo be Poyſoned or deſtroyed, after they have for 
fome time abuſed his Name and Title to Strengthen their 
Plot,5c. All which Paſſages in his and other of the Nar- 
ratives ſhew plainly the D. being a Papiſt was not the 
greater, nay it was hardly any encouragement to the 0 
Plot : and tho ſome of them have gone farther than 
Mr. Oates, yet that ſhews the Jeſuits had different opi- 
nions of His R. Highneſs ; and therefore had no aſſu- 
rance :. but if the P/ot upon the Life of the King had 
ſucceeded, he might have revenged it upon them tho he 
were of their Religion as they believed. 

But becauſe theſe things may be diſputed both ways, 
Suppoſe I ſhould grant the Hopes of his Coming a Pa- 
piſt to the Crown, did really give the greateſt Encou- 
Tagement to the Plot ; will dif-inheriting- him detear 
thoſe hopes > No, but it will rather whet them on to 
do their utmoſt to Murther the King to prevent or re- 
venge that injury to the Duke : and of this the Houſe 


was ſo ſenſible, that the ſame day they paſſed: this 
Vote, they Added to it this that followes. 


Reſolved N. C. 


That in Defence of the Kings Perſon and Government, 
and of the Proteftant Religion, this Fouſe doth declare, 
That they will Stand by lis Majeſty with their Lives 
and Fortunes ; and'that if his Majeſty ſhall come by any 
Violent Death, (which God forbid) they. will revenge it ta 
the Utmoſt upon the.Papiſts.. 
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' This latter Vote they have annexed to the forther 
every time they have paſſed it, which ſhews they are 
ſenſible Revenge and Deſpair are full as likely tro pMh 
them on, as Hope, to this Horrid attempt: and- in that 
caſe this Yote wilknever hinder them,. but it may en- 
courage the Scotch Aſſaſſins to do it if they can ; Know. 
ing the Papiſts are to Suffer, who ever doth the fact. 

So that ro me it ſeems the Reaſons upon which the 
Bill is founded, are weak and: unconcluding, and that 
no Malice could have Contrived a' more eftectual way 
to haſten thoſe Calamities upon us it pretends to pre- 
vent, and to aſcertain» what is full as likely never to 
happen without it. | 

SoI conclude the Lords did well and wiſely in re- 
ing the Bill, andthe Biſhops in joyning with them 
ſo to do. 

And now I will proceed with the reſt of the Yores, 
having made this ſhort Digreſſion. to Expreſs my 
thoughts on this great affair, which I ſubmit to the 
Judgment of wiſer men; and ſhall willingly retract 
or amend any thing if I have erred ; for I ſeek. nothing 
by all this but the- Peace and Proſperity of my Coun- 
try. 

"There being little done of importance on Thurſday 
the 18th day of November, the next day the Commons 
tell upon the buſineſs of the Abhorrers of the Petitions ; 
and began with the Grand-Juries tor the Counties of 
Somerſet and Devon , which had both deteſited and ab- 
horred the ſaid Tumultuous Petition. - So they-Ordered, 
That Sir Giles Philips and William Coleman, being the 
Fore-men of the ſaid Grand-Furzies, thould be ſent tor in 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending their Houle, 
to anſwer at: the Bar:of their Houſe, for Breach of Pri- 
viledge by them committed againſt their Z7ouſe. 


Befors. 


- 
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Before in Sir George Jeffercys Caſe, it was for betray- 
ing the Rights: of the Subjeft, and Now 'tis become a 

viltege of Parliament for the People to Petition by 
Hundreds and Thouſands for the Sitting of a Parlia- 
ment. At this rate of Procceding, there will be Priyi- 
ledges of Parliament enough at laſt. 

Atthe ſame time they ordered Captain W:/liam Caſtle 
and Mr. Fohs Hutchinſon, and Mr. Henry Walrond, the 
two laſt being of the faid Grand-Juries, to be Sent tor in 
Cuſtody too. So this was a pretty handſom bepin- 
ing. | | 

"mn the next day they found that Mr.Wz:/liam Stawel 
was Fore-man for the Grand-Jury for-Devon, and not 
Mr. Coleman, ſo they ordered his Name to be put out 
of the Warrant, and Mr. Stawel/Ps to be put in. This 
=_— with what heat and haſte they managed this 
aftair. 

But why ſhould the Fore-men of the Grand-Juries be 
ſent for, rather than all or any of the reſt ; the Fore- 
man having no more Authority than the Laſt man, nor 
being any way inabled by his place to Help or Hinder 
any thing, but being Concluded by the Major part, be 
his own Opinion what it will 2 but they could not tell 
who promoted this affair,and therefore Right orWrong, 
Singled them out to be made Examples , not think- 
ing it convenient to ſend for the whole Number, who 
yet, were puniſhed in theſe ; and not only they that 
ſuffered, but every Gentleman in the Nation ſufter'd in 
them ; their Liberties being at the Mercy of every Cor- 
poration, who when they pleaſe may ſend Taylors, 
Grocers,&c. to enjoy theſe exorbitant priviledges, and 
Send for the beſt Knights and Gentlemen in England, 
for not, having payd reſpects great enough to them. 


" The 
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The Bill of Importation of Cattel from Scotland was 
read the ſecond time, and'Committed. - © 

Then they proceeded in the buſineſs of the Abborrers, 
and Voted, That one Thomas Herbert Eſq; ſhould be 
ſent for in Cuſtody, for proſecuting John Aryold Fig; 
at the Council Table, for promoting the ſaid Petition, 
and procuring Subſcriptions. | EIB 2g al 

To him they added Sir Thomas Hol:,Serjeant at Law, 
and Mr. Thomas Staples, as Betrayers of the Liberties of 
the Subject. 

The fame day one E/d was diſcharged out of Cuſto- 
dy ; who had been taken for not Making a good Search 
for Arms at the Lord 4ſton's Houſe at Taxall 1n Staffard- 
ſbire. Notice being taken that he was a Sober Þ20- 
teſtaut, (what that means I muſt leave to my Reader ; 
for I never heard that any ſort of Proteſtants made Drun- 
kenneſs, or Debauchery, or any other fort of Inſobriety 
2 part of Proteſtantiſme, and I ſhould have liked it better 
if it had been a Canfiding Yan,) and an Enemy. to the 
Popiſh FaQtion : It were worth the while to enquire 
how he ſto2d affected to the Puritan Fadtion. = 


On Munday the 22 of November, E 
Two Bills for Regulating Ele&ions were read the ſe- 
cond time, and Committed to a Committee to unite or 
divide them as they ſhould fee cauſe. FEE 
The day following: Sir Thomas 1Jp/t petitioning the 
Houſe, was called in and Cenſured upon his Knees, and 
Diſcharged. | 
The fame day a further Addreſs was Yoted, to Peti- 
tion his Majeſty to remit a Fine of 5001. that had teen 
ſet upon Mr. Benjamin Harris, for Printing Seditious 
Libels. Such men were not to he diſcouraged, in an 
Age when ſo lew were $9 þe found , who would un- 
| | ertake 
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dertake that dangerous Imployment for the gocd ofthe 
Nation. | | 

The ſame day a Bill was brought in for Repeal of an 
ACT mad:inthe 35 of Eliz. Cap. 1. Againſt Seditious 
and Diſloyal Settaries and Conventicles ; this Bill paſ- 
{ed both Houſes,but was taken away;before it was Sign- 
ed by the King, -So that Statute Eſcaped then ; to the 
terror of thoſe Proteſtants. 

There having been a deſign to. Indit the Duke of 
Tork for a Popiſh Recuſant in Trinity Term this Year, 
and the ſame being prevented by the Court of Xings- 
Benches diſcharging the Grand- Jury before they had 
found the fame, the Houſe made this Yote, 

That the diſcharging of a Grand-Jury by any Judge be. 
fore the end of - the Term, Aſsizes or Seſs10ns, whileſt 
Matters are under their Conſideration, and Not preſented, 
is Arbitrary, Nilegal and Deſtruttive to publick Fuftice, a 
manifeſt Viol1tion of his Oath, (what Oath)and is a Means 
to Subvert the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to Examine 
the Proceedings of the Judges in Weſtminſter-Hall,&c. 


On Wedneſday, November 2.4. 

After Orders for the ſending for George Be/! an At- 
torney at Law, Arthur Teomans, William Jordan, John 
Laws, and Henry Aulnett, for Breach of Priviledge of 
Parliament, without aſsigning wherein ; Order was gi- 
ven to bring in a Bill, 

1. To Supply the Laws againit Bankrupey. 

2. And another to take away the Court held before 
the Lord Preſident and Council in the Marches of 
Wales. 

Then the Bill for Repeal of the 3-5 E/iz. Cap. 1. was 
read the Second time, and Ordered to be ingroſled. 

- | Ordered, 
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Ordered, That au humble Addreſs be made to his Ma- , 
jeſty from this FTouſe, by ſuch Members thereof as are of 
His Majefties Moft Honourable Privy Council, to defire 
his Majeſty to give Orders, That all Pzoteſtant Dillen- 
terg, who are proſecuted upon any Penal Laws made againſt 
Popiſh Recuſants, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, may be Admitted to a Compoſition in the Exche- 
quer, without paying any Fees. 

Which was granted by his Majeſty. 


Ordered, That Leave be given to bring tn a Bill decla- 
ring that thoſe Laws ſhall not be Extended to P. Diſſen- 
ters; and that it be referred to the Committee appointed 
to bring in the Bill for the better Uniting of his Majeſties 
Proteſt ant Subjects. 

The Attorney-General being ordered formerly to at- 
tend, and This day Called in and Examined touching 
the Manner of Iſſuing forth of the P. ſtiled, A PÞocla- 
mation againſt Tumultuous Petitions, and Giving 
an Account to the Houſe, That Sir Fra. North Chict 
Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, was Adviſing and 
Aſsiſting in the drawing up and palsing of the ſaid Pro- 
clamation ; and a Debate thereupon ariſing in the 
Houſe, they Reſolved N.C. That it was ſufficient Ground 
for the Flouſe to proceed upon an Impeachment againſt him 
for High Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; and order taken for 
an Impeachment accordingly. 

Thus the Diſſenters are encouraged to go on and 
_ the Laws, and the Judges puniſhed for Executing J 
tnaem, 

On Thurſday the 25 of November, Nothing Extra- 
ordinary was done, but the Exhibiting Articles againſt 
Edward Seymour Eſquire, formerly Speaker of the Houle; 
to Each of which he being required to make a diſtinct 

Oo anſwer, 
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anſwer, there ariſing a Debate upon the firſt Article,the * 
whole was adjourned to the next day. 

Samuel Verdon Under-Sherift of Norfo/kt,was ordered 
to be ſent for into Cuſtody, upon a Complaint of ſeve. 
ral Crimes and Miſdemeanors by him committed : 
For a Notorious Breach of Priviledge of Parlia- 
ment by him committed againt their Houſe; No 
ſuch thing being mentioned 1n the Complaint. 


Friday, Novemb. 2.6, The Bill of Repeal of the 35 of 
Fliz. was read the third time, and paſſed. | 

And the Houſe reſolved to Impeach Mr. Seymour 
upon 4 Articles, and appointed a Committee to draw 
up thoſe Articles accordingly, and Referred it to them 
to conſider of Precedents concerning the Comfflitting 
of Members to Cuſtody when Impeached in Parlia- 
ment. 

On Munday the 29 day of November, the Houſe at- 
tended his Majeſty with their Addreſs concerning Tan- 
ger ; which being very long, I will not trouble the 
Reader with it at Large. | 

The whole is a Tragical repreſentation of the Advan- 
tages that Popery had gotten over the Religion and Go- 
vernment, Aſsiſted (as they tell us) by the T reachery of 
perfidious Proteſtants, which muſt be the Diſſenters, by 
whoſe afsi{tance they obtained the Toleration, broke 
ſeveral Seſsions of the Long Loyal Parliament, it Co/e- 
man's Letter to Monſieur Le Cheſe may be Credited ; 
and it may truly be averred, that the Pupiſts have not 
obtained any Advantage without the Diſlenters, nor 
the Diſſenters without them. 

They ſay further, That the 4 CT of Parliament en- 
Jjoyning a Teſt to be taken by all perſons admitted into any 
Publick Office, and intended for a Security againſt Papiſts' 
coming 
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coming into Imployment, had So little effeft, that either 
by diſpenſations, obtained from Rome, they Submitted to 
thoſe Teſts, and held their Ofices themſelves. or thoſe put 
into thoſe Places, wore ſo favourable to the ſame Intereſt, 
that Popery it ſelf has rather gained than loſt ground ſince 
that ACT. | 

Now Suppoſing it true, that ſome of them did ob- 
tain ſuch diſpenſations, what was this to his Majeſty ; 
and if any of them that gat their Offices were apt to 
afford them unlawful favours, they might have called 
them to account for it, with much more general Satil- 
faction than they did the Abborrers : but let any man 
that Knowes any thing of the World, Judge whether 
the Malice or falſehood of the Concluſion be greateſt. 

They tell the King a dreadful Story of the deicating 
of the Preſentment intended againſt his Majeſties Bro- 
ther the Duke of 7Tork, under whoſe Countenance all 
the reſt (of the Papiſts) ſhelter themſelves, as they fay. 
But ſurely his Majeſty was not to be informed what 
they thought of this, who could not but be well in- 
formed of the Fatt long ſince; and ſo they deſcend to 
the buſineſs of the Weekly Parguet of Advice from Rome, 
which Expoſes Popzry (as zt deſerves, fay they) as Ridi- 
culous to the People ; and they tell his Majeſty, 7hat 
a New and Arbitrary Rule of Court was made in his Ma- 
Jeſties Court of Kings-Bench, That the ſame for the fu- 
tare ſhould not be Printed by any perſon whatſoever. But 
then they take no Notice how that Author has made 
many Odious, Falſe, and Scandalous, RefleEtions upon 
the Religion and Government by Law Eſtabliſhed ; 
which was the cauſe why it was Suppreſt, and not any | 
talent he had of writing againſt Popery. 

Finally,” They tell the King that they have freed 
themſelves from the guilt of that blood and deſolation 
O 2 which 


What Re. 
ligion ? 


April 9. 
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which is like to enſue: which is an Expreſsion in that 
place that looks like a kind of Threat or Menace; for 
there was then No proſpe& of blood or deſolation that 
could ariſe from we cauſe or perſons but what mult be 


Countenanced by the Diſlenters. 

The Concluſion is; But our Onely hope, next under 
God, is in Tour Sacred Majeſty, that by your Great Wife 
dome and Goodneſs we may be effettually Secured from 
Popery, and all the Evils that attend it, and that none 
but perſons of Known Fidelity to Tour Majeſty, and Sincere 
Aﬀettion to The Proteſtant Religion, may be put into any 
Imployment Civil or Military. That whilſt we ſhall give 
a Supply to Tangier, we may be aſſured we do not Aug- 
ment the Strength of our Popiſh Adverſaries, nor encreaſe 
our own Dangers ; which Deſires of your Faithful Commons 
if Tour Majefty ſhall Gracioully vouthſafe to grant, we ſhall 
not onely be ready to aſsiſt Tour Majeſty in defence of Tan- 
gier, but do whatſoever elſe ſhall be in our power to enable 
lour Majeſty to Proteft the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt 
at home and abroad, and to reſiſt and repel the ttempts 
of Tour Majeſties and the Kingdoms Enemies. 

But His Majeſty notwithſtanding continued without 
any Supply, and by the Bleſſing ot God preſerved the 
Town. Now it is very obſervable, that in the former 
Parliament there being a Report, That Tangier ſhould 
be Sold to relieve the Neceſsities of the Crown, they then 
Voted, That the Fouſe was of Opinion, That thoſe who 
ſhould Adviſe His Majeſty to part with Tangier to any 
Foraign Prince or State, or be Inſtrumental therein, ought 
to be accounted Enemies to the King and Kingdom: And 
yet now that it was-in apparent hazard to be loſt to the 
Moors, the Sworn Enemies of all Chriſtians, they would 
grant nothing to preſerve it; and many of the Commons 
in their Speeches were of Opinion, that it was the beſt 


© way 
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way to deſert the Town, So that if any did Adviſe his 
Majeſty to Sell the Place, they were Enemies to the King 
and Kingdom ; bur if it were loſt or deſerted, So the 
King am nothing for it, the Matter was not much, fo 
that the King might bear the blame, tho the Commons 
were in the taulr. 


On TVESD AT the 3oth of November, the Tryal 
of William Viſcount Stafford was began, which laſted 
till the 7:74 of December, of which I ſhall take no No- 
tice, it being printed by 1t Selt. During all which time 
there was nothing material done by the Houſe of Com- 
mons except that buſineſs. 

Wedneſday the 8th, and Thurſday the Ninth of Decem- 
ber, were ſpent in Reporting of Elections, and diſ- 
charging perſons out of the Cuſtody of the Serjeant, 
a Ordering others to be taken in to Supply their 

2CES, | 
, But very remarkable was their Severzty againſt Mr. 
Sheridon and Mr. Day, who were Ordered to be taken 
into Cuſtody, their Papers to be Searched, and that No 
perſon ſhould be Admitted to come to them, but ſuch 
as ſhould have occaſion to bring them Neceſlaries. 

. On Friday the 19th of December, Captain Caſtle was 
found, and Voted guilty of oftending againſt the Rights 
of the Subje&, by ObſtruAing Petitioning to His Ma- 
jeſty for the Sitting of that Parliament. 

The fame day the Commons Ordered an. Impeach- 
ment to be prepared againſt Sir Francis North Chiet 
Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, for High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, viz. for Adviſing the Proclamation 
againſt Tumultuous Petitions. 

Then they Voted, That the Impriſonment of one 

Peter Norris at Dover by the Order of Sir Leoline Jen- 


Kins 
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kins, was 1ilegal and Arbitrary, and an Obſtruction to the 
Evidence, for the Diſcovery of the Forrid Popiſh Plote. 
This was the buſineſs for which Sheridon and Day were 
impriſoned. ho 

On Munday the 13th, A Bill for Exportation of Cloth 
and other Woollen Manufactures into Turkey, being 
read the ſecond time, and a Debate ariſing thereupon, it 
was Ordered that it ſhould lie upon the Clerks T able. 

They Ordered alſo, That the Committee appointed to 
look into and prepare Evidence againſt the Lords in the 
Tower, do Examine the Evidence againſt all perſons con- 
cerned in the Popiſh Plot. And they were to report the 
Names. of ſuch perſons, together with their Opinions 
therein, to the Houſe upon the Debare. 

And alſo that Leave ſhould be given to tring 1n a 
Bill, for Baniſhing of all Papiſts, and ſuſpe&ed Papilts 
from the Cities of Loudon and Weſtminſter,and XX miles 
of the ſame, with Clauſes therein for diſarming of all 
Papiſts, and for Pains and Penaltics againſt all ſuch Pa- 
prfts, or ſuſpected of gb as ſhould Ride, Go, or be 
Armed. And that Liſts of them ſhould be brought in 
by the Members. 

When ever any Law paſs againſt ſuſpefed Papiſts, 
great care ought to be taken to limit that Looſe term, 
ef great Miſchiets will inſue. 

On Tueſday the 14th of December, Complaint was 
made, That one Herbert Herring who had been order- 
ed to be taken into Cuſtody for a Breach of Priviledge, 
did abſcond himſelf to avoid the Execution of the faid 
Order : whereupon it was 

Reſolved, That if he did not render himſelf by Satur- 
day, that Houſe would proceed againſt him by Bill in Par 
. Liament, for endeavouring by his abſconding to Avoid the 
Faſt ice of the Houſe. 


This 
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This was a way never to want Work, if every Fugi- 
tive Attorney or Porter that had broks the Priviledge 
of the Houle, was to be brought in by Bill. 

-Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houſe, was the 
Next that fell under their diſpleaſure, being ſaid to Have 
had Secret Negotiation with the Duke of N . by the Means 
of the Earl of Peterborough, Mrs. Cellicr, and Mr. Gad- 
bury , at ſuch time as they were turning the Popiſh Plot 
upon the Proteſtants, 1. e. the Pesbyterians, it ſeems 
they are T ÞE Pvoteſtants, For which he was Or- 
dered (after his detence) to be Expelled the Houſe, and 
, to be Brought to the Bar to receive the Cenſure of the 
Houſe upon his Knees from the Speaker, 

Which was done with fo little reſpe& to the Quality 
of the perſon ; that after the Diſſolution of the Parlia- 
ment, he ſent the Speaker a Challenge, for which he 
was Committed, having been before committed to the 
Serjeant, for not being at hand when it ſhould have been 
firſt done, by the Speaker. So he was twic2 Committed 
and ExpelVFd too, but by what Law, the Houſe of Com: 
mons proceeded, 1 know not. 

It is the Intereſt both of the Members and of Us whom 
they repreſent, to take care that this be not left to them; 
tor here was a Member Expell<d not for being a party 
to that Conſpiracy of the Papilts, but for having Secret 
Negotiatio:1s with the Duke of Tork at that time: and 
if this be allowed, that they may Expel tor what cauſe 
they pleaſe, be there Law, cr be tliere none, then have 
the greater part of the Hou!c an Abſolute and Arbitrary 
power over the lefler part; and if either Side do by 
accident get the Advantage ot tie other by a Single 
Pote, they may Expcl them as they pleate : which muſt 
Neceſlarily end in Contuſion and Slavery. 


On 
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On Wedneſday the 1 5th of December, the Houſe re- 
ſolved into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to Conſider 


A of Ways and Means to Secure this Kingdom againſt Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Power ; and Reitolved upon two 
Votes, viz. 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That this Houſe doth 
agree with the Committee, That one Means for the Suppreſ- 
ſing Popery is, That a Bill be brought in to baniſh, imme. 
diately, all the Conſiderable Papiſts of England out of the 
Kings Dommions. 

Reſolved N. C. That this Houſe doth agree with the 
Committee, That a Bill be brought in for an Adociation of 
all his Majeſt ies Proteſtant Subjeits, for the Safety of his 

* Note, here Majeſties Perſon *, the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 

£0 and the Preſervation of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjetts, 

ſties Govern- againſt all Invaſions and Oppoſitions whatſoever, and for 

pr wlhorkegg preventing the Duke of York or any Papiſt from Succeeding 
to the Crown. . 

And ordered a Committee to be appointed to prepare 
and bring in a Bill purſuant to the firſt of the ſaid Re- 
ſolves. 

The latter was taken up to Supply the Bill of Exclu- 
ſion which bad been thrown out by the Lords, and was 
never proſecuted any further ; for when they came to 
draw the Bill, it was found impraRticable, without 1n- 
volving us preſently in a Civil War. 

For an Aſſociation ſignifies nothing without a Head 
to govern and direCt it ; if the King be made the Head, 
then we are where we were, and it is to no purpoſe; It 
another perſon be made So, then there is two diſtinct 
Governments in the ſame Kingdom, which can never 
ſtand together a Month without imbroyling themſelves 
and the People. This the Zoly League of France proved 
Experimentally true ; and the ſame Event will always 
follow. Beſides, 
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Beſides, there was no reaſon to Expet that either his 
Majeſty or the Houſe of Lords would yield to this way: 
of Excluſion, which was worſe than the former ; Tho 
if that had paſſed, it would have ſignified nothing with- 
out an Aſſociation or a Standing Army, as the Author 
of the Seaſonable Addreſs to both Houſes of Parliament 
hath well proved. 

This day alſo His Majeſty made a Speech to-both the 
Houſes, which I will inſert when I come to the Anſwer 
of the Commons to it. 


On Thurſday the 16th of December, A Petition of 
Divers Inhabitants in the County of Surry, Complain- 
ing of the proceedings in an Eccleſiaſtical Court againſt 
them, being read, it was referred to a Committee to 
bring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating the proceedings 
of ſuch Courts. 

A Petition of Jofbua Brook and other Merchants 
againſt the African Company was alſo read, and reierred 
to a Committee. | 

Mr. Booth reporting from the Committee to whom 
the Bill for the better Regulating the Tryals of the 
Peers of England was committed, Anu Amendment to be 
made, and a Clauſe to be Added, and thereupon a Mo- 
tion being made to bring in a Clauſe for Repeal of the 
Laws de Scandalis Magnatum, It was Ordered, That a 
Committee ſhould be appointed immediately to with- 
draw and prepare ſuch a Clauſe ; Which was done, and 

paſſed the ſame day. | 
If the Peers had paſſed this Clauſe, they had reduced 
themſelves into the Condition of the Gentry and Com- 
moners, and a man might have called the greateſt Lord 
in England, Knave, more Safely perhaps than his Tay- 
lor; but if they did not, then that Excellent Bull was @ 
P 
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be loſt to which they had tacked this Claut ; which 
was quite of another Nature. | 

And it ought to be Confidered alſo, That the Lords 
were Soon Voted down by the Commons once betore, 
when by Separating themſelves from the Crown, the 
had loſt their Support ; and they may be ſure the fame 
thing will follow again, when ever the Commons ſhall 
prevail ſo' far upon them, as to bring the Peerage into 
as Low a Condition as the Gentry, their Priviledges 
being, to ſpeak the truth, too little already -to ſupport 
and maintain their Dignity and Honour : but of this I 
need fay no more. 
- The Bill for Uniting his Majcſties Proteſtant Subjeas 
to the Church of England, was read the firſt time, and 
ordered to be read again the Munday following after 
Ten of the Clock in a full Houſe. 

Another Bill for Exempting his Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjedts diſſenting from the Church of Enz/ard, trom 
the penalties of the Laws againſt Popiſh Reciifants, was 


read the firſt time, and ordered to be read at the ſame 
time with the former again. 


Friday Decemb. 17th. 

Captain Caſtle petitioning to be diſcharged, was Cen- 
ſured on his Knees at the Bar of the Houſe ; and diſmil- 
ſed, paying his Fees. 

A Petition of one Richard Faines, deſiring Leave 
that a Bill ſhould be brought in for reſtraining Ut: 
grants, and promoting the Woollen ManufaCtures, was 
_ and committed to a Committee to prepare the ſaid 

il. 

Leave alſo was given to bring in a Bill for the more 
eaſy ColleCting of the Hearth-Money. 

The Additional 4 C7 for Burving in Woollen vas 


read and paſſed, and ſent up by SirGeorge Downing tO 
the Lords for their Concurrence. A 
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A Bill for Continuance of two As, The one Enti- 
tuled, An At for preventing the planting of Tobacco in 
England,. and Regulating the Plantation Trade. The 
Other, An Ad for Exporting Beer, Ale and Mum, was . 
read a ſecond time and committed. 

Then the Houſe agreed the Articles of Impeachment 
againſt Edward Seymour Eſq; a Member of their Houſe, 
and Ordered him to be taken into Cuſtody of the Ser- 
jeant, till he ſhould give Sufficient Security to their 
Houſe to anſwer the ſaid Impeactment : and the Ser- 
jeant at Arms was Ordered to take the ſaid Security. 

The Bill for reſtraining Papifts from coming or reſi- 
ding within the Cities of London or Weſtminſter,&c. was 
read the ſecond time, and committed. 

Then the Houſe reſolved into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, and paſſed theſe three Reſolves. 

1. That a Bill be brought in for the more effeftual Se. 
curing of the Meeting and Sitting of Frequent Parliaments, 
as one means to prevent Arbitrary Power, 

2. That a Bill be brought in that the Judges hereafter 
to be made and Appointed, may hold their Places and Sa- 
laries quam diu fe bene geſlcrint : and alſo to prevent 
the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Judges. 

3. That a Bill be brought in againſt Illegal Fxaftion of 
Money upon the People, and to make it High Treaſon. 

And a Committee was appointed to bring in a Bill or 
Bills purſuant to the ſaid Reſolves. | TT 

It may appear from hence, great care was taken to 
put the Monarchy out of a poſſibility of Arbitrary 
Power; but what then ; 1s it impoſsible that there 
ſhould be any Such Thing as Arbitrary power Exercifed 
by any but a Monarch ? Is not a Common-Wealth or 4 
Honſe of Commons as capable of Arbitrary power, as a 
King 2 Were the Proceedings of the Long Rebel-Parlia- 
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ment Arbitrary or No? Were not Some of the Altions of 
this very Houle of Commons Arbitrary ?I dare Say thoſe 
that ſuffered by them thought them ſo, and the reft will 
be of the ſame mind if ever it comes to be their Turns 
tobe ſo treated, which they are not ſure tut at one 
time or other may happen.. At leaſt I am ſure the pul. 
ling down the Monarchy did Once b:fore bring in. Arbi. 
trary power with a Yengeaxce; and thoſe that had cla. 
moured againſt it (as they do now) when there was no: 
cauſe for it, durſt not mutter a Sillable when there 
was: and if they did really believe 'there were any dan- 
ger of it Now, we ſhould hear much lcfs.than we do of 
Lt. 
On Saturday the 18th of December. 

The Bill tor taking away the Court hold-n before the 
Preſident and Council in the Marches-of Wales, was read 
the third time, and paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords. 

The reſt of this day was ſpent in returning an An{iver 
to his Mgjeſties Speech. 

On Muinday following a Bill to. prohibit the Impor- 
tation of Foreign Guns, was read the firſt tirae, and Or 
dered a ſecond reading. 

And'Mr. A#lnutt and Mr. Herbert were Ordered to 
be diſcharged, being firſt Cenfured ons their Knees, and. 
paying their Fees. 

And that Sir Joh» Lloyd Mayor, and WiZiam Fackſos 
and William Clutterbuck late Sherifts of Briffo/, be cnt 
for into Cuſtody.. 

On Txeſday the 21 of December, The Billfor 7/niting 
his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjetts to the Church of England, 
was read the ſecond time, and commutted upon the De- 
bate of the Houſe. 

Andit was Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in 
2. Bill or Bills for {petting and Corretting Pluralities. 


and; 
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aud Nen-Refidences relating. to. Eccl&fiaft ical Benefices. 

The fame day they delivered their Anſwer to his Ma- 
jeſties late Speech on Wed.ze/day the 15th of December ;. 
which [ will here inſert c<cording to my promiſe. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T' the Opening of this Parliament, T lid ao- 

quaint you with the Alltances I bad made with 

Spaire and HoHand, as the: beſt Meaſures 
that could be taken for the Safer of England: and the 
Repoſe of Chriſtendom. 

But I told you withall, That if Our Friendſhip 
became Unſafe to truſt to, it would not be wondred at, 
if Our Neiobbours ſhou!d begin to take new Reſolu- 
tions, and perhaps ſuch as might be fatal to Us. - 

Imuit tell you, That Our Allies cannot but ſee hoth 
little hath been done ſince this Meeting, to Encourage 
thetr Dependance rpon Ws ; and 1 find | by them, That 
Unleſs We can be So United at home, as to naks Our 
Alliance valuable to them, it will not be poſsible to: 
Hinder them from Seeking ſome other Refuge,. and: 
making Such New Friend{hips, as wil not be. Con- 
fiſtent with Our Safety. Conſider, that a Neglect 
of this Opportunity is Never to be repaired. 

I did likewiſe lay the Matter plainly before You, 
touching the Eflate and Condition of. Tangier, I mait 
Now tell you again, That if that Place' be thouzhr £ 
worth the Keeping, you muſi take fuch Coni deration 
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of it, that it may be ſpeedily Supply'd, it being im 
Ys for Me to om i Pig Expence h far 
above My Power. 

Lid promiſe you the fulleſt Satisfafion your Hearts 
could wiſh, for the Security of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and to Concur with you in any Remedies, Which 
might conſiſt with Preſerving the SucceſSion of the 
Crown in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent : and 


T do again with the ſame Reſervations, renew the 
ſame Promiſes to ou. 


And being thus ready on My part to do all that can 
reaſonably be Expefied from Me, I ſhould be glad to 
Know from You, as Soon as may be, how far I ſhall 
be Aſsiſted by You, and what it is you deſire from 


Me. | 


| The Anſwer to this Speech was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


TE Tour Majefties Moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 
f,Y jects the Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſ- 
ſembled, have taken into our Serious Confideration, Tour 
Majeſfties Gracious Speech to both your Houſes of Parlia- 
ment off the 15th of this Infkant December, and do with 
all the. grateful Senſe of Faithful Subjefts, and Sincere 


* Of what * Proteſtants, acknowledge Tour Majeſties So great Good- 


weſs to us, in reuewing the Aſſurances Tou have been pleaſed 
fo give us of your readineſs to Concur with us in any Meaus 
for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and your Gra- 
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cious Invitation of us to: make our Defires Known to Toar 


Majeſty. 


But with grief if Heart we cannot But obſerve, that 
to theſe Princely Offers, Tour Majeſty hath bern Adviſed, 


(by what Stcret Enemizs to Tour 
Majeity and your People, we Know * 


wt) to Annex a Reſervation, which: 


if inſiſted on , tn the inſtance to 
which alone it is Applicable , will 
render all your Majeſties other Gra- 
cious Taclinations of no, effett or ad- 
vantage to us. Tour Majeſty is plea- 


* It is probable His Majeſtics 
conſtancy in this denyal , pro- 
ceeds from his own Prudence 
and Natural Aﬀection, to his 
Royal Brother, at leaſt ir may 
be So for ought any thing they 


Rnow to the contrary. 


ſed thus to limit your Promiſe of Concurrence in the Reme. 
dies which ſhall be propoſed, that they may Confiſt with 
preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown in its Due and Le- * For the- 
gal Deſcent. And we Fl, EHumbly Inform Your Majeſty, preſent "0 
That No Interruption of that Deſcent * has been endeg. 295 If this- 


voured by us, Except onely the Deſcent upon the Perſon of 


be granted 
onee; -who- 


the Duke of York, who by the wicked Inſtruments of the Knowes 
Church of Rome has been manifeſtly perverted to their when it 
Religion, And we do Humbly repreſent to Tour Majeſty, may ? 


as the” Iſſue of our ' moſt deliberate 
Thoughts and Conſultations ®, That 
\ for the Papiſts to have their Hopes 
Continued, That a Prince of that Re- 
= ſhall Succeed in the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms , is Utterly incon- 
tent with the Safety of Tour Mije- 
ſties P erſon, the preſervation of | the 
Proteſtant Reltgion, and the Proper- 
ty, Peace' aud Welfare of your Pro. 
teftant Subjetts. 


* The contrary of which is hes 
heved true, not onely by the- 
Houſe of Lords; but by. almoſt 


all the Gencry and better Parr: 


of the Nation, who have acother 
Ticle beſides that of Prote/tants 


at Large , viz. By Law Eltabliſh- 
ed, which theſe. men durit never 


OWN.. 


That your Majeſties Sacred Life is in Continual: Dan- 


ger under the Profpef of a Popifh Succeſſor, is evident, 


. 
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rot - onely from the Principles of thoſe devoted to the 
Charch of Rome, which allow that an Heretical Prince 


(and ſuch they term a 


"The ſame Principles varied in 
but one circumſtance, are owned 
by the Diſlenters and Common- 
Wealth Party, who are ſet up by 
the Excluſion as much as the Pa- 
piſts are defeated, which ought 
0 be conſidered at the ſame time. 


1 Proteſtant Princes) Excommunica- 


ted and depoſed by the. Pope, may be 
Deſtroyed aud Murther d : but alſo 


from the Teſtimonies given in the 
proſecution of the Horrid Popiſh Plot, 


againſt divers Traytors Attainted 


for deſigning to put thoſe accurſed 


Principles aato praftice againſt Tour 
Majeſty. 


From the Expettation of this Succeſſion, has the Num. 
ber of Papiſts in Tour Majeſties Dominions ſo much en. 
creaſed within theſe few Tears, and ſo many been prevailed 
with to deſert the true Proteſtant Religion , that they 


The fame inconveniences have 
ariſen from the ExpeQation of 


another Common-Wealth & Pres- 


bytery. 


might be prepared. for the Favours 
of a Popiſh Prince as ſoon as he [ould 
come to the poſſeſszon of the Crown : 
and while the ſame Expeflation laſts, 
many more will be in the ſame dan- 


ger of being perverted, 


This is that hath hardued the Papiſts of this Kingdom, 
Animated and Confederated by their Prieſts aod Jeſuits, 
to make a Common Purſe, Provide Arms, Make Applica- 
tioa to Foreign Princes, and Solicit their Aid, for impo- 
fing Popery upon us; and all this even during Tour Maje- 
fties Reign, cand whilejt Tour Majeties Government and 

' the Laws were our Protection. 


It is mpoſſible for his Majeſty to 
preſerve this Glory, but by pre- 
ſerving his Kingly Dignity and 
Power, which. 1s the foundation 
of the other ; and the Attempts 


It is Tour Majeſties Glory and 
True "intereſt to be the Head and 
Protefor of all Proteſtants, as well 
Abroad as at Home : . but if theſe 
Hopes remain, what Alliances can be 
made for the Advantage of the Pro- 

| ” teſtant 
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teſtant Religion and Intereſt, which 
ſball give Confidence to Tour Majeſties 
Allies, to joyn ſo vigoroully with 
your Majeſty, as the State of that 
Intereſt in the World now requires, 
whilz/t they fee this Proteſtant King- 
dome in ſo much danger of a Popiſh 
Succeſſor, by whom at the preſent all 


of the Common-wealth Party and 
the Diſſenters, hath more diſ- 
couraged his Majeſties Allics 


.- abroad, aad his true Loyal Sub- 


jects at home, Then either the 
Number of Popiſh Converts, the 
Plot, or the Fears or: Hopes of 
a Popiſh Succeſlor. 


their | Councils and Aitions may be Eluded, as hitherts 
they have been, and by whom (if he ſhould Succeed) they 


are Sure tos be deſtroyed. 


WE have thus humbly layd before your Majeſty, ſome 
of thoſe great Dangers and Miſchiefs which evidently ac- 
company the Expettation of a Popiſh Succeſſor. The Certain 
and Vnſpeakable Evils which will come upon Tour Majeſties 
Prit:ſtant Subjetts and their Poſterity, if ſuch a Prince 
ſhould Tnherit, are more alſo than we can well enume- 


rate. 

Our Religion which ts now ſo dau- 
gerou!ly ſhaken will then be totally 
Overthrown ; Nothing will be left, 


or can be found to protect or defend. 


it, | 
The Execution of all Old Laws muſt 
ceaſe, and it will be in vain to Ex- 
pet New Ones. The moſt Sacred 
Obligations of Contrafts and Promiſes 


No, may not the Providence of 
God, and the Number and Con- 
ſtancy of its Profeſſors defend 
and preſerve the beſt Religion 
in the World during the Reign 
of one Popiſh Prince, when Po- 
pery hath preſerved it Self under 
Four Princes together of our Re- 
ligion £ 


(if any ſhould be given) that ſhall be judged to be againſt 


the Intereſt of the Romiſh Religion, 
"will be violated, as is undeniable, 
mt onely from Argument and Expe. 
rience elſewhere, but from the Sad 
Experience this Nation once had on 


the like occaſion. 
Q 


* This Violation is not necei- 


{ary, no rior probable, conſider- 


ing the vaſt diſproportion be- 
twixt the Papiſts and Proteſtants. 


1 
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In the Reign of ſuch a Prince the Pope will be acknow. 
mu ledged phone, i} rr the Subjetts have Sworn the con. 
acknow= frary) and alt Cauſes either as Spiritual, or in order to 
ledged as Spiritual Things, will be brought wnder his Juriſdiction. 
the Kin 
now 1s > JR in all Cauſes, as well Temporal as Eccleſiaſtical * Can 
any man that wil ſtick to his Oath, be forced to acknowledg this New 
minted Papal Supremacy, which never had any being but onely in St. Pe. 
zer?s Patrimony, where the Pope is a Temporal Prince ? Mult all Caſcs 


forthwith be drawn under his Jurildiftion 5 Then Wo be to Weſtminſter. 
Hall. 


Had the The Lives, Liberties,aud Eſtates of all ſuch Proteſtants, 
Houſe any © value their Souls and their Religion more thas their 


Prophets Secular Concernments, will be Adjudged f rfeited. 
amongſt 
them to fore-ſee this ? If a Proteſtant Prince ſhould have a mird to pla 


ll 
{uch a Freake, it would not be poſlible to effeCt it z whence then ſhall the 
Popiſh one get ſo much more Power ? 


To all this we might Add ; That is appears in the Diſ- 


Who invi- covery of the Plot, That Foreige Princes were Invited to 
" _ Aſſt in Securing the Crown to the Duke of York; with 


Gimnre > Arguments from his great Zeal to effabliſh Popery, and 
Who uſeq 72 Extirpate Proteſtants (whom they call Hereticts) out 
theſe Argu- of 1s Dominions.; and Such will expett performance Ac- 
ments ? cordingly. 

From whom 


is the performance to be Expected ? In all the Diſcovery, I never ſce the 
Duke Himfelf Charged to haye Done or Said any of theſe things; and if 
' Coleman and the Jeſuits have Treated about them in his Name. bur. with- 

out his Order, from them-onely the performance is to be Expected, who 
have no power z but if the Duke had promiſed theſe things himſelf, che 


impoſſibility of the thing will Excuſe him Sufficiently from the obligation 
of. ſo. wicked and fooliſh an Engagemenr, 


We 
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We further humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty in your Great 
Wiſdom to Conſider, Whether in Caſe the Imperial Crown It is not 
of this* Proteſtant Kingdom, ſhould deſcend to the Duke __ 

. | | F . that his Ma- 
of York; the oppoſition which may poſsibly be made to his jeſty did 
poſſeſsing it, may not onely Endanger the further deſcent in think ofthis 
the Royal Line, But even Monarchy it ſelf. before this 


Addreſs had 
3 being; and they ſhould do well to Conſider, That the Nature and Tem- 
per of the Engliſh Nation is Such,as Experience ſhewed us in the late Times, 
That an abſolute Monarchy may be much more Eaſily Set up and Conti- 
nued amongſt us, than a Common-Wealth ; and therefore it is as poſlible 
that in caſe of Such an Oppoſition, the Duke may prevail and become Ab- 
ſolute if he pleaſe, as that he ſhould be Overcome ;, and it is much more 
probable that this Royal Line will finally prevail, if he do not, and obtain 
the Succeſſion, then that an Oliver Cromwell will be able to Settle it in a 
New Family, whom all will Hate and Envy. And it ought alſo to be 
Conſidered, France may Strike in and Settle The Monarchy, Duke, Popery 
and Arbitrary Government, in caſe of oppoſition, which 1s not likely with- 
out it : Or it May be may endeavour to get the Crown for himſelf or his 


Brother. However, Rebellion and Civil War are as deſtructive as Popery, 
and therefore Never to be choſen. 


For theſe Reaſons we are moft humble Petitioners to Tour qo 11 o 
moſt ſacred Majefty ; That in Tender Commiſeration of your Coro. 
Poor Proteſtant People,Tour Majefty will be Gracioully plex- fron ſhew 
ſed to depart from the Reſervation in your ſaid Speech ; and his Majeſty 
when a Bill ſhall be tendered to Tour Majeſt 'yin a Parlia- had much 
mentary way, to Diſable the Duke of Y ork from Inherit- better Rea- 
ing the Crown, Tour Majeſty will gzve your Royal Aſſent {ons in ten- 


| " der Com- 
thereto ; and as Neceſſary to fortify and defend the ſame, oO 


That Tour Majeſty will likewiſe be Graciouly pleaſed to tg his Poor 
, Afent to an ACT, whereby Tour Majeſties Proteſtant Proteſtant 
| Subjects, to 
deny their Petition and ſtick to the Reſervation, tho I believe he may 
grant their Bill when it be cender'd in a Parliamentary way. But as for 
the Aſſciation, | ſuppoſe His Majeſty will defire to be Excuſed as long as 


Q 2 Subjetts 


(94) 
Subjeits may be enabled to Aſſociate themſelves for the 


_ me defence of 1 our Majefties Perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, 
.member and the Security of Tour Kingdoms. . 
how the 


Aſſociated Counties and London defended His Fathers Perſon, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Kingdom, and how difficult it will be to give him a 
Competent Security, That this Aſſociation againſt his Royal Brother, ſhall 
not be turned at one time or other, vpon one pretence or other againſt him- 
ſelf,or his Government,(of which no care it feems is to be taken )Eſpecially 
after Such a Menace to the Monarchy : which I believe may be Immortal, 
if it remains till ſuch an ACt of Parliameat pals. 


#7 Theſe Requeſts we .are Conſtrained Flumbly to make to 

That'is, Tour Majeſty as of abſolute Neceſsity for the Safe axd 
Dl _—_ Peaceable enjoyment of Our Religion. 
bn == Without theſe things the Alliances of England w!/ not 
Flanders, eV aluable, nor the People encouraged to Contribute to 
the Peace Tour Majeſt ies Service. | 

of Chriſten- | 

dome and the Power of France, till Your Majeſty grant us theſe, we are 
reſolved to concern our ſelves for Nothing. And when his Majeſty hath 
_— them, and what follows, he need as little concern himſelf tor the 
zemainder. 


And as ſome further Means for the preſervation beth 
of cur Religion and PROPERTY, we are Humble 


Theſe two Paragraphs ſmell ſo roche oe Far Fahy, þ ba f % 
ſtrong of the 19 Propoſitions at 75 -for 9 Jucl) erſons only may 
Uxbridge, that 1 wonder more at Judges within the Kingdom of Eng- 
them then all the reſt of this Ad- land aud Dominion of Wales, as are 
dreſs; for tho they do not in men of Ability, Integrity and I'nown 
terms ask the Nomination of all 4Fettion to the Proteſtant Religion, 
_ Civil, Military and Naval <y/ that they may hold their Ofices 
Incers, yet that muſt be the 7 Salaries quam diu fe bene gel- 


Conſequence of it; for if His . | 
Majeſty be Judge of the Quali- ſerint. That ( ſeveral Deputy Lieu- 


ties of the Men which he im- TENants, and. Tuſtices of the gs 
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tly qualified for thoſe Imployments, 
(tn been je late diſphced and 
others put in their room, Who arc 
MEN of Arbitrary Principles,and 
Countenancers of Papiſts and Po- 
pery) Such oxely may bear the Ofice 
of a Lord-Licutenant as are perſons 
of Integrity and Known Aﬀettion to 
the Proteſtant Religion ; That De- 
puty-Lieutenants and Juſtices of the 
Peace may be alſo $9 qualified, and 
may be moreover Men of Ability, of 
Eſtates and Intereſt in their Couns- 


iy. 

That none may be imployed as 
Military Officers, or Officers in Tour 
Majeſties Fleet, but Men of Known 
Experience, Courage and Afﬀetion to 
the Proteſtant Relizion. 


ployes, he may fay they are at 
preſent all of them ſo qualihed 
as they deſire, and then there 1s 
no Need of this Addreſs in that 
particular : or if on ſuch gene- 
ral terms they may be allowed 
to have theſe Changed, and His 
Majeſty ſhall conſent to it, they 
may Except in the ſame manner 
againſt any other men his Ma- 
jelty ſhall appoint, ad infinitum, 
till his Majeſty ſhall Nominate 
themſclves; or ſuch men as they 
ſhall pleaſe tro Nominate and Ap- 
point : and they that ſhall be ſo- 
Nominated by the Commons, 
will without doubt pay their re- 
ſpects and obedience to them: 


*trom whom they receive their 


preferment : and all others that 
hops? to ſucceed them that are So 
appointed at firſt ; will regard 
the profit ariſing from ſuch pre- 


terments, more than the glittering fplendor of a Crown; and fo his Ma* 
jeſty being deprived of the dependance, and Conſequently of the defence 
of ths ſe Officers, ſhall be Expoſed Naked and Friendleſs to the Fury of 
thoſe Reipublicans that Murthered his Royal Father, and the Religion by 
Law Eſtabliſhed, to the Mercy of thoſe that have Sworn the Ruine of it : 
And finally, the Property and Libzrty of the Subject ſhall be Expoſed to 
thoſe men who have given the World roo good an Account already what: 
Truſty Guardians of them they are; ever to be truſted with them again, 
til the Memory of the late Times ſhall periſh not onely.as to the Memo-- 
ries of Men, but Books and Records. But ycr after all this, the branding, 
thoſe Gentlemen that were brought in (without the Leaſt Exception) to . 
Supply the places of thoſe that were turned out. of the Commiſſion of- tae 
Peace and Lieutenancy, with the odious Titles of Ben of Arbitrary. Pzins 
ciples, and Favourers of Papiits and Popery, is.ia my poor Judgment 
Much worſe; and as'it was impoſſible the Major part of the Hoyfe- jhould 
Mink {o of them all, fo I am fully perſwaded if Paſſion had not had too- 
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. great a dominion over them, they would Nevyer have vented ſo Crude a; 


Aſſertion in So Avguſt a place, in So Serious a Manner, to his Majeſty and 
the whole World ; they may be pleaſed to think of this again Now the hear 
perhaps isover : for as they have worded ir,jit can never be maintained , ir 
being impoſſible to be known or proved,nor is any fayourable Conſtruttion 


to be allowed to an Expreſlion and Declaration fo publickly and deliberate: 
ly made by ſo many men, in ſo publick a Truſt, 


Theſe our Fſumble Requeſts being obtained, we ſhall on 
our parts bz ready to Aſs1fl Tour Majeſty for the preſera 
tion of Tangier, and for putting your Majeſties Fleet int 
Such a Condition as it may preſerve your Majeſties Sove- 
raignty of the Seas, and be for the Defence of the Na- 


tFi0hs 


If Tour Majeſty hath or ſhall make any Alliances fr 
Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and Intereſt and Secu- 
rity of this Kingdom, this Houſe will le ready to Aſciſt 
and Stand by your Majeſty in the Support of the ſame. 


AFTER this our Humble Anſwer to Tour Majeſties 


Doubtleſs after all this fine Lan- 
guage and ſtrong Keaſoh, if any 
Evil Inſtrument, any man of Ar- 
bitrary Principles, or favourer 
of Papiſts or Popery,, or finally if 
his Majeſty or any Conſiderable 

art of the Nation, ſhould thro 
fm_ infirmity happen to Su- 
ſpect either your Prudence in 
delaying the Care of theſe Great 
Things to fo long a day,or your 
Loyalty in making theſe demands 
of your Natural Soveraign ; or 
your Charity and Candor in be- 


ſtowing Commendations on your 


fellow Subjects his Majeſties Of- 


Gractous Speech , we hope no Evil 
inſtruments whatſoever ſhall be able 
to leſſen your Majefties Eſteem of 
that Fidelity and Afﬀetion we bear 
to Tour Majeſties Service; but that 
Tour Majeſty will always retain in 


your Royal Breaſt that Favourable 


Opinion of Ts your Loyal Commons, . 


. that thoſe other good Bills which we 


have now under Confitleration, Con- 
ducing to the great Ends we have 


before Mentioned, as alſo all Laws 
for the Benefit and Comfort of Tour 
People, which ſhall from time to time 
be tendred for Tour Majeſties Royal 

Aſſent 
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Aſſent , ſhall find acceptance with ficers at the rate you haye done} 


Tour Majeſty. I fay, If any ſuch misfortune 


ſhould bappen; you are n 
. * - Ot 
Wonder much at it,for great Merits an1 great Virtues,great Attempts Sr 


Heroick Undertakings are Seldom well received at preſent, but Polterity. 
will Admire and Applaud them: according to their Deſerts.. 


I will here inſert thoſe Reaſons I mentioned above 
againſt the Bill of Exdufion, which were delivered in 
the Houſe of Commons the Fourth day of November 
before this Addreſs , by a Great Perſon, a Member of 
that Houſe, Sir L. F. by which letters F underſtand 
Sir Leoline Fenkins , one of the Principal Secretaries of 


State. 


* Sir, I have ſpent much of my time in ſtudying, 
* the Laws of this Land, and I pretend.to know ſome- 
*thing of the Law of Foreign Countries, as Well. as 
* of our own ; and I have upon this occaſion well con- 
* ſidered of them, but cannot find how we can Juſtifie 
* the paſſing of this Bill, rather much againſt it. 

& Firſt, 1 think it contrary to Natural Juſtice, that: 
* We thould proceed to Condemnation not qnly, before 
«* Conviction; but before' we have heard the'Party, or 
* Examined any Witneſs about him, I am fure none in: 
*'his defence. And to dv this, by making a New Law 
* of purpoſe, when you have Old Laws in being that. 
* have appointed a Punithment to isCrime, I humbly 
« conceive is very Severe, 'and cantrary to the ufual 
*Proceedings of this Houfe, and the Birth-Right of 
*every Englifh-man, , . © 

* Secondly, I think it is Contrary to the Principles. 
* of Our Religion, tkat-we ſhould 'difpofteſs # man ph 
" his Birth-Right, becauſe he differs (from us) in paint bf. 
"Faith," For iris -nor'apreed by all; thar __ s 

br 4 ** founded: 
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-< founded in Grace. For my part, I think there is more 
* of Popery in this Bull, than there can poſlibly be in 
* the Nation Without it; for none but Pap:/ts and 
*© Fifth-Monarchy-men d:d ever go about to diſ-inherit 
* men for their Religion. 

* 'Thirdly, Iam ot opinion that the Kings of England 
* have their Right trom God alone, and that no Power 
* on Farth can deprive them of it. And I hope this 
* Houſe will not attempt to do any thing, which is fo 
** preciſely contrary not only to the Law of God, but 
** the Law of the Land too. For if this Bill ſhould paſs, 
« it would Change the Efſence of the Monarchy, and 
* Make the Crown Eletive. For by the ſame reaſon 
* that this Parliament may diſ-inherit this Prince for 
* his Religion ; other Parliaments may diſ-inherit an- 
« other, upon ſome other pretence which they may 
« Suggeſt, and ſo Conſequently by ſuch Excluſions elect 
* whom they pleaſe. hn 

* Fourthly, It is againſt the Oath of Allegiance,taken 
 « in its own ſenſe, without Jeſuitical Evaſions: For by 
* binding all perſons to the King, his Heirs and Succel- 
* ſors, the Duke as Preſamptive Heir muſt be under- 
* ſtood. And I am of opinion that it cannot be diſpen- 
* ſed withal. $7r, I will be very cautious how I diſpute 
& the Power of Parliaments. I know the Legiſlative is 
© very great, and it ought to be ſo: But yet I am ot 


©* opinion, T hat Parliaments cannot diſ-inherit the Heir. 


. © of the Crown, and that if ſuch an ACT ſhould paſs, 
* it would be. invalidin it ſelf. . And therefore I hope it 


©* will not ſeem ſtrange, that I ſhould offer my Judgment 


« againſt this Bill, while it is in Debate, in which I think 


* 1.do, that which is. my Duty as a Member of this 


Fc: pt) oi ad oc nrdecer ah 
* #Zenry, the Faurth of; France was a. Proteſtant, his 
he ade tata 
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« People moſt Papifts, who. uſed ſame-endeavours, to 
« prevent his coming} to the. Crown; but, when 
* tound they were. not likely to perief their defign 
« without occaſioning a Civil War, they; deſiſted, con- 


* cluding, that a Civil War would probably bring on 


« them more miſery than a King of a different Religion, 
* and therefore Submitted. Sir, I hope we ſhall not 
« permit our Paſſions to Guide us ipſteadof Reaſon,Gc. 
Thus far that Great Perſon. 

To theſe Reaſons if we pleaſe to add this other, That 
it is ſo far from preventing our Calamuties, that it will 
Aſcertain them at his Majeſties Death with the Addi- 
tioa of a Civil War, and in all ikelyhoog bring; that 
upon us before that time ; for ſo ſoon: as ever the: Bill 
paſs, the Duke will haveaa Right to make a War: upon 
Enzlandeven in his Majeſty's Life-tumez: and what may 
bethe event of that, God onely Knaws.: i However, to 
prevent Surprize, there muſt be[4 Staxiling, Arany ordn 
Aſſociation Kept up as long as the' Duke Lives ; and 
What the Conſequences of them arez may be foreſeen 
without difficulty ; the. firſt Ruining/ the Liberties of 
the People. and the Secohd- Endangering the Preroga- 
tives of the Crown ; and both of them in..the divided 
Condition England now 1s, in point of Religion, tend- 
1ng to raiſe *fuch Fears and Jealoafics, as will be almoſt 
as Uncaſie and as Unſafe as a Popiſþ :Succeſlor ;. and all 
this brought upon us immediately ; whereas the other 
is future and Contingent. 33-2102. 450 9280 95 

On Thurſday the 23% of December, '- i ft 
-- "The Gommons Ordered, That.the Zhaxks of the Elouſe 
ſhould be given to Dr. Burxett fos his Sermon Preached 
the day betore, and likewiſe for his Book relating to the 
Hiſtory, of the Reformation of the: Church: of Englrnd|; 

and that he bþe-defired to os Grd Scrinon,.,” And 
"Ry 


On 


«gn od Popular Cy 
oY Mhough he Can 
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on Timrſday the-5th of January following, they Voted 
that he ſhould e-defired to proceed. with and Compleat 
that govd Work by him"begun; in Writing the Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England. 


They Ordered, That Leave ſhould be given to bring 


in a Bill or Bills to Corrett and Puniſh: Atheiſme, Blaſphe. 
my, Swearing and Debauchery, and for the better Obſer. 
vation of the Lords Day. 
Theſe and ſeveral other Crimes have grown andpre- 
vailed upon this Nation for want of x Church Diſcipline, 
and by reaſon of the Diviſions amongſt us in Points of 
Religion ; and till theſe things be taken care of, all Laws 
againſt them will ſignifie Nothing. Yet it might de- 
liver the Government from the guilt of them, and there- 
fore it 1s heartily 40 be wiſhed, that Care may be taken 
to perfeCt this good Deſign ; and when turther Care is 
taken of the Lords Day, ſome care would be taken of 
the ofher Feaſts and Faſts by Law Eftabliſhed 1n the 
Church of England. Q 
This day alſo the Lords returned the Arditionat 4i 
for Burying in Woollen, paſſed without Amendment. 
Andiby another Mciioe Certified to the Commons, 
That at their Rifing they would Adjourn to the. Next Mun: 
day Seven-night after. | | 


And by another -Meſſage 'they ſent! down Mr. $:y 


_ Anſwer. to the Articles of Impeachment againſ 


Extraordinary. Nature, which; was as followeth; ” 
Refobved, That. it is the: Opinion of this :Huuſe;, Th 
Mr. Joſeph Brown oxght 70. be reſtored ra all the Offices 


and: Places.which; were. taken. from' him.,. by occaſion of 
Fudgment: given againſt him inthe Court of Kings-Beod. 
inTrinity: Zexw.29 CarvliSeounds; wor an [rformdti® 
i or 


The fame day the Commons alſo paſſed aVate of a 


Y 
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for publiſhing an Vnlicenſed Book, called , "The Long Par- 
lament Diſlolved. Want Yr 0 TPO | 

Thele Sorts of Writers were Now to be. encouraged 
what might be, but what Benefit Brows had by this 
Vote, 1 never heard. 

But the Next day being. the 24th of December,. they 
took occaſion to Chaſtiſe one Richard Thompſon Clerk, 
very Severely ; tor he having been Complained of by 
ſome of the Diſſenters who were Now the White Boys, 

|| and the Sober Loyal Proteſtants; and it having been 
"| remitted to a Commz#tzze to enquire into his Miſdemea- 
; | nors, the Houſe upon the return of the Committee,pailed 
a thele Votes. | * +, HY; 
| Reſolved N.C. That Richard Thompſon Clerk, has 
| | publickly defamed His Sacred MajeFty, Preached Sedi- 
s | tion, Vilifted the Reformation, Promoted Popery by Aſ- 
i} ſerting Popiſh Principles, Decrying the Popiſh Plot, and 
e | turning the ſame ; the Proteſtants, and endeavoured 
zo Subvert the Liberty and Property of the Subjef, and 
i | the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliament ; and that 
|| heis a Scandal and Reproach to his Funttion. 
, | © Reſolved, That he be Impeached, and a Chmmittee ap- 
) | pointed to prepare the ſaid Impeachment, and that the Re- 
ky pr _ the Reſolution of the Houſe thereupon be forthwith 
» | Printed. 
Nt} This Thompſen was accuſed for « ſeveral Expreſſions 
both in Preaching and Diſcourſe : But they moſtly fixed 
av} upon. a Sermon. Preached the 30th of Fanuary, 1679. See the Prin- 
wherein he faid (it ſeems) the Preslyterians 'were ſuch *4 Papers: 
perſons as the Devil Bluſht at. Accuſed Zamdes for choc- 
king. to; Rebel rather than pay the Ship-Moxey ; which 
8 | kerfaid: was the King's Right by Law. Accuſed Mr. 
ay Catvis to have been the firſt that Preached the Xing- 
I:ling Do&rine : And. from thence inferred, That a 
' R 2 Presby - 
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Pregbyterian qua ?ats is as great a Traytor as any Prieſt gy 
Jeſuit : But one Witneſs ſaith he ſaid, Worſe. And that 
he had alfo frequently caſt Evil Aſperſions againſt Seve. 
ral Divines at. Briſtol of Great Note, viz. Mr, Chetwind, 
Mr. Standfaſt, Mr. Craſsman, and Mr. Palmer and others, 
ſaying, That fach as went to their Leilures were the Brats 
of the Devil. 

2. That he had ſpoken in Sermons and elſewhere, 
ſeveral hard Things againſt the Petitions tor the Sitting 
of the Parliament ; as, That #t was the Seed of Rebelling, 
and like to 4x. &ec. , 

3- That he had ſaid, There was great Noiſe of a Popiſ 
Plot, but there was Nothing ig it but a Presbyterian Plit, 
QC. . 
4. He was Accuſed to have approved of the Do&rine 
of the Church of Rome, in the Points of J»/tification, 4u 
ricular Confeſsion, Penance, Extream Vnction, and Criſme, 
in Baptiſme, and the Sing/e Life of the Clergy ; faying, 
That if he were as well Satisfied of other things as he waz 
of theſe, he would not have been ſo long Separated from the 
Catholick Church. | 

5. He had ſpoken(as they ſaid)ſome ill things of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Henry the 8th, as Church-Robbers ; and 
againſt his Majeſty too; which the I care not to repeat, 
yet they are nothing in compariſon to what the Diſſen- 
ters have publiſhed in Print againſt his Majcfty. 

What Anſwer the Man would have made tor himſel}, 
I know not, for the Parliament never brought him to 
an hearing. PET 

But upan inquiry, I find, notwithſtanding all this 
Clamour, the Man hath a great and good Report,tor his 
Piety, Learning and Prudence ; but his Zeal for the Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed, drew this Storm-upon him from the 
Exaſperated Diſſenters; who. never {tick thus to __ 

£11k 
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the Fame of Good Men when .it ſerves their ill de- 
gns. | 
But to return from this Digreſſion. The Bill for 
* Exempting- his Majeſties Proteſtant. Subjefts diſſenting 
from the Church of England from the Pewidlties of Certain 
, Laws, was read a ſecond time, and Committed upon a 
Debate of the Houſe to the Committee to whom the Bill 
| tor ©/niting of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subje&s was Com- 
7 mitted upon a Debate of the Houſe. _ 
, Then the Bill for Baniſhing the Papiſts out of the 
King's Dominions, was read a ſecond time, and com- 
/ mitted upon the Debate of the Houſe. Y 
Then the Houſe adjourned till 7hurſday the 3oth of: 
December. . 
That day the Houſe met and Ordered, That the 
þ Committee appointed to prepare Evidence againſt the 
, 4. Popith Lords in the Tovter, ſhould look into the Evi- 
, dence, and Report their Opinions to the Houſe in Or+- 
s der to the further DireQtions- and Procezdings of the 
e Houſe againſt them. 
Reſolved, That the ſeveral Writings, Papers and Pre- 
1 ceedings relating to ſuch Members -, the late Long Far- 
d liament as received Allowances out of the Moneys appointed 
4 for Secret Services, be produced to this Houſe. 
| Reſolved N.-C. That no Member of this Flouſe ſhall 
accept of any Office or Place' of Profit from the Crown with- 
f awt Leave of the. Houſe, er any Promiſe of any fuch Office 
or Place of Profit during ſuch time as he ſhall continue a- 
Member of the Houſ?, and that the offenders herein ſhall 
L be Explled. EGG ct CDT SOD 
s \.It teems they had diſcovered that ſome of their. Zea-- 
- lons. men: were. Selling themſelves to the Court-Party- 
e for Preferment, and. prepared this Foe to keep 'rhe 
t Pacty'together.: © + 157 *: $284 46 
; i Friday 
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. *, | Friday the 31th of December. 0 $11 

The Bill for prohibiting the importation of Forein 
Guns, was read the ſecond time and rejected. 

Leave. was alſo given'to bring in a Bill for Regulating 
the abuſes in making Casks, Barrels, and other Vet- 
ſels. And [ith 15: | 

A Committee appointed to peruſe the Laws relating 
to Weights and Meaſures, and to report their Opinions 
in the ſame, and to bring in a Bill or Bills for the better 
Regulating and Aſcertaining the ſame. 

Ordered alſo, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill 
for a General Naturalization of Alien-Proteſtants, and 
allowing them liberty to Exerciſe their Trades in all 
Corporations. 

A Bill for Relzef of the Subjeits againſt Arbitrary Fines, 
was read a ſecond time and committed, | 

| Then: the Houſe. Adjourned till Munday the 329. of 
Janggry. 

Which day An A for limiting the times of Importa- 
tion of Cattel from Scotland, being read the third time, 
paſſed, and was ſent up to'the Lords. Then | 

A Bull for Repealing an Att made in the 13th Tear of 
his Now Majeſties Reign, intituled, 4u ACT. for the 
Well. Governing and Regulating of Corporations, was read 
the firſt time, and Ordered to be read again. _ 

A Bill for the better :diſcovery of Settlements to Su- 
per/titious Uſes, was read the firſt time, and Ordered a 
ſecond reading the Friday following at Ten of the Clock 
in a full Houſe. Fw” 

The fame day the Lords ſent down a Bill to the Com- 
mons, 'Intituled, Au At for diſtinguiſhing Proteſtant 
Diſſenters from: Popifſh Recuſants.: Fo which. they deſired 


the-Concurrence of the Houſe. 1 
The Lords ſent down another Meſſage, to put the 
5 Commors 


44.7 Rt wee 
Comimons-ifn mind of the Bilffor the Betrer regulatinig 
of the Tryals of the Peers of England; 't 77 wink nt 
; And Another Meſlage: to acquaint them. That hhezy 
Lordſhips had received a Petition from Mr. Seymour,: for 
a ſpeedy Tryal. Upon which the Commons read his 
Anſwer to their Impeachment, which had Jyen by. them 
ſome time ; and ordered a Committee. to, prepare Evi- 
dence againſt him, and Manage'it at hisTryal. --: 
.. On Tueſday the 4th of January, 2a 
His Majeſty ſent the Commons. another: Meſſage, 
which 1s as followeth. | 


CHARLES R. 

"JS HMajeſfty received the Addrels 5f this 

Þ Houſe with all the diſpoſition they could - wiſh, 
to comply 'with their reaſonable defires.; "but upon” per- 
uſing it, be 1s Sorry to See their Totes |, wholly 
fixed upon the Bill of Excluſton, as to, determine that 
all other Remedies for the:Suppreſsing of Popery will 
be ineffeftual'; His Majeſty is Confirmed tis Opis 
nion ayainſt that Bull-by the Judgment of the Fouſe 
of Lords, who rejrtedrit>" He therefore thinks there 
remains Nothing more 'or him” to ſay. im _anſwer rt. 
the Addreſs of . this Houſe, but to.recommend to them 
the Conſideration of all other Means: for-the (Preſers 
vathon-of  the!/Proteſtant Retugion,- in which-they have - 
110 reaſon ty doubt-of his Clſiturrente, 2þent ever, "thry 


Pall bb preſented Hm. .th.a Porligncnta};Wap.p 


and. that. they, would:Conoderrthe,projent; Srate cake 
£144 F mg- . 


( 106 ) 
Kingdom, «s well as the Condition of Chriſtendom, ; in 
Such a Manner 4s may-inable, him to Preſerve Tan- 
_ pier, and Secure bis Alliances abroad, and the Peace 
and Settlement at home. 


This Meſſag e being read in the Houſe, they Relol- 
vec to take i Ions Conſideration the Trey following in 

a full Houſe. 

The fame day the Lords ſent down a Yote which 
they made that day. 


Die Martis 4 Fanuary, 1680. 


Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Te emporal i in Pate 
liament aſſembled, That they do declgre that they are ful- 
ly Satisfied, that there now #, and for divers years laſt paſt 
there hath been, a Horrid and T, reaſonable Plot and Con- 
piracy contrived and carried on by thoſe of the Popiſh Re- 

igjon in Ireland, for Maſſacring the Engliſh, and Subvert- 
ing \the Proteſtant Religion, and the ancient Eftabliſhed 
Government. of that Kingdom; To which their. Lordfſhips 
deſired the Concurrence of the Commons. .. | 


.\ On day the 5thof Famary.. 
: Richard Thompſon way Ordertd\upon his Petition to 
give ſufficient Security for his forth-coming to the 
Serjeant. at Arms attending that. Houſe, to. Anſwer to 
the Impeachment againſt him; and ſo was diſcharged of 

his Impriſonmeat. - 

T can fee No reaſon why: he ſhould be proſecuted by 
peachment in Parliament. It being bencath the 
ny 4; the Houſes to Cones cern Enos with 
A oli as Mr, Thom pſon m1 h [eds be, who 0 png 
mnxch better have'becn 7 roofed apath(b-47 ribs 
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tual or Civil Courts, (if the Accuſations were all True;) 
but that his Blaſpheming Calvin and the Loyal Presby- 
terian Proteſtants, would have ſignified Nothing there ; 
as] believe thev would not before the Lords, it he had 
been Tryed. | 

Formerly the Commons impeached none but ſuch as 
were too great to be proſecuted any where elſe ; and 
that but rarely, and upon great Neceſſity : This made 
them Venerable and Dreadful ; but this Courſe for 
Small or No faults to impeach and impriſon great Num- 
bers of Mean People which they followed in this Seſſion, 
tended to Nothing but the Waſting their time : and Hin- 
dering greater Afﬀairs to the damage of the King and 
Ningdome. 

The ſame day the Commons agreed an Impeachment 
againſt Sir W11/;am Scroggs Knight, Chief Jultice of the 
Court of Xings-Bench ; and Ordered others to be drawn 
againſt Sir Francis North Chief Juſtice of the Court of 
Common-Pleas, Sir Thomas Jones, one of the *Juſtices of 
the Kings-Bench, and Sir Richard Weſton, one of the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer. So they were reſolved to find 
themſelves work, tho they had retuſed to do the King's 
Buſineſs till that was granted, which was impoſſible to 
be had this Seſston of Parliament. 

Thurſday, the 6th of Favuary, A Bill tor the more 
Eaſie Colle&ting the Duty of Hearth-Money was read 
a ſcond time and committed upon the Debate of -the 
Houſe, 

A Bill for Repealing the A# for the Wel-Governing 
of 6 anos was read the ſecond time and commit- 
ted. 

Sir Philip Skippon was Excuſed from being taken into 
Cuſtody for his Default in not attending the Houſe in 

the Call there of the 7uz/day betore. 
| S Colonel 
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Colonel Bzrch reporting from the Committee ap- 
pointed to receive Informations relating to the Pop/þ. 
Plott in Hreland, That the Committee, baving proceeded 
upon the Matters to them referred, had taken ſeveral E xa. 
minations, and recetrved the Anſwer of Sir John Davis,and 
had alſo peruſed ſeveral Informations tranſmitted from the 
Houſe of Lords relating to the ſaid Plott. All which he 
read 1n his place, and afterwards delivered the ſamein 
at the'Clerks Table, where the fame were again read. 

The Houſe then took into Conſideration the Meſſage 
ſent from the Lords the 7we/day betore, wherein they 
deſired the Concurrence of the Houſe, and Reſolved, 

That the Houſe did agree with the Lords, with the ad. 
dition of theſe Words, That the Duke of Y ork being a 
Papiſt, and the Expettation of his coming to the Crown, 
hath gruen the Greateſt Countenance and Encouragement 
thereto, as well as to the Forrid Popiſh Plot in this King: 
dome of England. 

And they reſolved to deliver the faid Yote to the 
Lords at a Conterence, and Appointed a Committee to 
draw up Reaſons to be offered at the ſaid Conference. 

Ordered, That the ſeveral Informations of John Mac- 
namara., Maurice Fitz-Gerrald, aud James Maſh, hat 
day read to the Houſe, relating to the Iriſh Plot, be forth- 
with Printed. 

Reſobved, That Rich. Poure Earl of Tyrone in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, be Impeached of High Treaſon ; And 
that the Lord Durſley do go up to the Bar of the Lords and 
Impeach him,&c. and pray that he may be Committed t0- 
Safe Cuftody. 

And further Ordered, That the Committee appoivted tv- 
prepare the Evidence againſt the Popiſh Lords in the 
Tower, do prepare the ſaid Impeachment. 

Ordered, That the further Confideration of the ſaid Re- 
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port in relation to Arthur Earl of Angleſey and Sir Joh®t 
Davis, be Adjourned to Saturday Morning next at Ten of 
the Clock in a full Houſe. | 

When it was Adjourned to Munday following, which 
was their laſt day, and gave them occafion for other 
Thoughts. 

On Friday the 7th day of Fanuary. 
The ingroſſed Articles of Impeachment againſt Sir 
- William Scroggs were Read,and ſent-up to the Lords by 
the Lord Cavendiſh, 

A Bill to prevent Yexatious Ations, was read the firſt 
time, and Ordered a ſecond reading. 

A Bill to prevent the Symony of opge perſon 'from 
prejudicing another, was read the firſt time,and Ordered 
a ſecond reading. | Bat Sed ill Fe | 

The Bill of Diſcovery of Settlements of Eſtates for 
Superſtitious Uſes, was read the ſecond time and com- 
mitted upon'the debate of the Houſe. 

Then the Houſe according to their Order,entred into 
Conſideration of h& Majeſty's Meſſage ſent to the Houſe 
the Tueſday before ; and Yoted as followeth. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
there is no Security or Safety for the Proteſtant Religion, 
the King's Life, or the Well Conftituted and Eſtabliſhed 
Government of this Kingdom, without paſſing a Bill for diſ- 

\ | bling James Duke of York to Inherit the Imperial Crown 
' | England axd Ireland, azd the Dominions and Territo- 
/ | rs thereunto belonging; and to rely upon any other means 
2. | or remedies, without ſuch a Bill, is not onely Inſufficient 
but dangerous. rd nog 
p- Reſolved, That his Majefty in his laf# Meſſage having | 
2- | Afured this Houſe of his readineſs to'Concar in all other | 
means for the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, this | 
- | Houſe doth declare, That until a Bill be likewiſe paſſed 4 
N. Sy 2 for 
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for Excluding the Duke of York, this Houſe cannot give 
any Supply to his Majeſty, witheut Danger to his Majeſtzes 
Perſon, Extream Hazard of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
© nfaitbfulneſs to Thoſe by whom this Houſe is truſted. 
It ſeems the loſs of Zangzer and of all our Alliances 
abroad, did not at all Hazen the Proteſtant Religion, or 
Endanger his Majeſties Perſon. | 
, Reſolved, That all Perſous who. Advifed his Majeſty in 
bis laſt Meſſage to this Houſe, to'infiſt upon an Opinimn 
againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke of York, Fave 
given pernicious Counſel to his Majeſty, and Are Promo- 
_ ot Popery, and Enemies to the King and King- 
OIMNE. 

Reſolved, That George Earl of Halifax, Henry Mar- 
gueſs of Worceſter, Henry Earl of Clarendon, in the Opi- 
niox of this Houſe are perſons who Adviſed his Majeſty in 
his laſt Meſſage to ths Houſe, to inſiſt upon an Opinion 
againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke. of. Y ork, and 
have therein given pernicious Counſel to his Majeſty, and 
are Promoters of Popery,, and Enemies'to the King and 
Kingdom. & | 

Reſolved, That an FHumble Addreſs be preſented to tu 
Majeſty, ta remove Lawrence Hide £/q: from his Majeſties 
Councils and Preſence; and from his Office in the Treaſury 
or ever. : | 
a Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be. preſented to his 
Majefy, to remove Henry. Marqueſs of Worceſter, from his 
Preſence and Councils, aud all the Offices aud Imployments 
of Honour and Profit, for ever. + REO. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Hagſe, That 
Lewis Earl of. Feverſham 7s a Promoter of Popery and' of 
the French Intereſt, and a Dangerous Enemy 10. the King, 
and # ingdom.. Reſolved, That an IJumble Addreſs te 
wade td hi>-Majefty, to. remove him from all Military Of- 
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fices and Commands, and from all other Publick Offices and 
Imployments, and from his Majeſties Councils and Preſence 
for ever. 

But here was no Addreſſes Voted againſt George Earl 
of Halyfax, nor Henry Earl of Clarendon. 

A Motion being made alſo for an Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, to remove Edward Seymcrr Eſq; from his Maje- 
ſte; Council and Preſence ; it was Adjourned to the 
Munday tollowing. 

Having taken all this care to Chaſtiſe the Great Men, 
who as they believed had oppoſed them in this great 
buſineſs ; in the Next place they undertook to Chaſtiſe 
his Majcſty Himſelf, and if their deſign had taken ef- 
te&t, as it 15 to be hoped it Never will, his Majeſty and 
all his Succeſſors ſhould have Known what it is to Anger 
a Houſe of Commons. However they meant well ; tor 
the | 

Reſelved,That whoever ſhould hereafter L-#d or cauſe 
ta be lent by way of Advance,any Money upon the Branches 
of the King's Revenue ariſing by Cuſtoms, Exciſe or Hear th- 
Money, (that is, all the principal Branches) ſhall be Ad- 
judged to hinder the Sitting of Parliaments, and ſhall be 
reſponſible for the ſame in Parliament. 

Reſolved, That whoever fhall accept or buy any Tatly 
of. Anticipation upon any part of the K ings Revenue-; or 
whoſoever ſhall pay ſuch Tally hereafter to be ſtruck, ſhall 
be adjudged to hinder the Sittings of Parliaments, and ſka# 
be reſponſable therefore in Parliament. 

Firſt they Reſolve they would give nothing them- 
{lves,and then they terrify all others as much as in them: 
lyeth from L2nding or Advancing any Money to him ; 
which was not according to their Writ of Election to 
| Adviſe his. Majeſty, but by dureſs to: force and compel. 
him to.Submit to their better Judgment as became Loyal 
and. Dutiful SubjeRs.. | So: 
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So that his Majeſty might well fay of theſe Yotes, 
That inſtead of giving him aſsiſtance to Support his 
Allies, or enabling him to Preſerve Zangzer, they tended 
rather to diſable him from contributing towards either, 
by his own Revenue or Credit, not only expoſing him 
to all-Dangers that might happen either at home or 
abroad ; but endeavouring to deprive him of the poſ- 
ſibility of Supporting the Government it Self, and to 
reduce him to a more helpleſs condition than the mean- 
eſt of his Subjets. A Sad and a very Juſt Complaint,and 
Accordingly reſented by that vaſt Number of People 
that have ſince Addreſ5ed to thank his Majeſty for that 
Declaration. | 

On Saturday the 8th of January. 

The Lords ſent a Meſlage -to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them that their Lordſhips had appointed that 
day Sevennight for hearing the Cauſe upon the Im- 

chment of Mr. Seymour, and that their Houſe might 
reply if they thought fit, but they had no leiſure to 
take notice of it. 

Information being given to the Houſe by the Serjeant 
at Arms that Sir John Lloyd, Sir Edward Philips, Her- 
bert Herring, Miles Baspole, Tles, and Arthur Teo- 
mans, Who for divers great Miſdemeanors by them com- 
mitted (as was pretended) againſt the Priviledge of their 
Houſe, were Ordered to be taken in Cuſtody of the ſaid 
Serjeant, did Abſcond themſelves, that the ſaid Order 
_ not be put in Execution againſt them ; hereupon 
the 

; PET" That an Humble Application ſhould be made 
to his Majeſty from their Houſe, by Such Members thereof 
as were of his Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council ; 
defiring his Majeſty to Iſſue out his Royal Proclamation for 
the Apprehending the ſaid ſeveral perſons, in caſe fo / 
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fbould not render themſelves to the Serjeam by a certain day 
therein to be limited. 

The ſame day they Ordered, That a Commirree fhould be 
Appointed ta inſpect thejJournals of their Houſe,;and of the 
Houſe of Lords, and Precedents, to Juftify and Maintain, 
That the Lords ought to Commit Perſons to Safe Cuſtody when 
Impeached for High Treaſon by the Commons in Parliament , 
and to make report thereof to the Fouſe. Which. Yote had 
relation to Sir William Scroggs. © 

And fo we are come to the day that finally put an End: 
to all their Proceedings, which was Munday the roth day 
of January ; and a great Wonder it was that his Majeſty: 
could endure them to long. 

| They began the day witha Yote,whieh ſhews the Mean-- 
ig and Tendance of all the reſt. 

Reſolved, That whoſoever Adviſed his Majeſty to Prorogae 
this Parliament to any other purpoſe than in order to the paſ- 
'fing of. a Bill for the Excluſion of James Dute of York, is a 
betrayer of the King, the. Proteſtant Religion, and of the 
Kingdom of England,. 4. Promoter of the French Tatcrejt, and 
a Penfioner to France. 

They Knew then that they were to be Prorogued, but 
they Knew not by whoſe Advice; and lo it his Majeſty did: 
it without any Advice, then all theſe Hard words were 
thrown at him : but by whoraloever it were done,this Yore- 
could have no good meaning or cte&, and muit end in 
Smoke or Tumuits ; and Contuſton. 

2.. Reſoluzd, That the Thanks of this 7 Touſe &e given to the 
City of London for their Manifeſt Loyalty to the King, their 
Care, Charge and Figilancy for the Preſervation of his Maje- 
ſties Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Religiom. 

Ordered, That the Members that Serve for the City of Lon- 
don, do accordingly give them the Thanks of the Houſe. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of- this Houſe, That the 
Cit y: 
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City of London was Burnt in the Tear 1666, by the Papiſts, 


deſigning thereby to Introduce Arbitrary Power and Popery 
into the K _— 
3 


Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtomes and other 
Officers of the Cuſtom- Houſe, have Wilfully broken the Law 
prohibiting the Importation of French Wines, and other Con- 
modities ; and that if they ſhall hereafter Wilfully or Negli- 
gently break that Law ; they ſhall be queſtioned therefore in 
Parliament. AP 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been removed from his Offi 
ces and Commands by the Influence of the Duke of York. 

Ordered, That an humble Application be made to his Ma- 
jeſty from this Honſe, by ſuch Members thereof as are of his 
Majeſties Flonourable Privy-Council, to defire his Maje#ty to 
reſtore the ſaid James Dake of Monmouthz to his ſaid Qfi- 
ces and Commands. 

This was excellently timed, and they had ſo obliged his. 
Majeſty, they might be ſure he would not deny them. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the 
Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſfenters upon the Penal Laws, 
is at this time Grievous to the Subjeit, a weakning of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and incouragement to Popery, and dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the Kf. ob, -0y | 

Here their Mouths were ſtopt by a Meſlage from the 
King,by Edward Carteret Uſher of the Black-Rod,Acquaint- 
ing them that the King Commanded them to Attend him 
immediately in the Houſe of Peers. And there his Maje- 
{ty Prorogued them to the 7Thar/day Sevennight, being 
the 20th of that Inſtant January, 1680. 

1. His Majeſty gave his Royal Aſſent to the A Prohi- 
ting the Importation of Cattle from 7reland. 

2- To the Att for Supplying the late Ad for Burying 
Woollen. | 


3. And 
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3 And toan Ad Torettifie Errors in Sir Charles Hough 
ton's Settlement. | £54.71. T3G 

There was another AZ for Repeal of the 4 of the 35 
of Elizabeth ready to be paſſed, and it was Loſt No body 
knew how, and was never tendred to his Majeſty. 

Soon atter this Parliament was Difſolved by Proclama- 
tion, to the great Satisfaftian of all but the Difſenters, who 
{ifthey had teen able ro conſider things Aright)had as little 
reaſcn to be pleaſed with their Proceedings as any of the 
reſt; for they did them no other Service then to Exaſperate 
the King and the Government againſt them,and have made 
o_ to-be more proſecuted and els pitied than they were 

Ore, 5 * | 

The Popiſh Party received almoſt as little damage by 
them as the Diſſenters did Advantage; for they bending 
their force Equally againſt the Succeſſion and Popery,all their 
Defigns(if they had any beyond clamour)againſt thePapiffs 
were broken. 

Their Arbitrary and Illegal Proceedings againſt the 44- 
horrers of the Tumultuous Petitions for the Sitting of the Par- 
liament, procured more Friends to the Duke ot Tork, then 
perhaps he would otherwiſe have had, and gave the Eng/:/h 
Gentry an Excdllent Proſpe& what they mightExpect trom 
theſe Warm Gentlemen if ever they tell into their hands. 
| The King had a fair Warning alſo to look to Himſelf,and 
the Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed, when he ſaw with how lit- 
tle Reverence theſe Proteſtants at Large treated 'him, while 
his Prerogatives were intire,and wholly in his Own Hands; 
and had he but yielded to them in the Point of the Duke of 
Tork, they would Soon have taught him, how little was to 
be gotten by Complying with men of their temper. 

The only Service they did was to the French King ; for 
our Allies beyond Seas ſeeing that No Afﬀiſtance was tobe 
Expected from England, Surrendred their ſtrongeſt Towns 

T ts 
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to-him ſor the Asking, and ſo ſuffered the worlt effets. of 
War in Peace. 

The City of London Loſt the hopes of having any more 
Parliaments amongſt them till Times be better and more 
Settled, by their grateful Applications to them. for their 
Loyalty and Care of the Proteſtant Religion at Large. 

The Trade of a Conſiderable part of the Nation is ruined; 
not for want of Laws, .but by too many, which have reſtraj- 
ned that intercourſe and freedom. that ought to ke betwixt 
Us and our Neighbour Nations : yet I cannot fay that this 
Parliament would have relieved.the Nation in that point if 
they, had Continued Longer,. when it is conſidered with 
what care and induſtry the A for the prohibition of 1ri/h 
Cattel was carried againſt all oppoſition, tho it-is damage- 
able toa very conſiderable part of the Nation, if not to the 
whole ; and had theſe Gentlemen-been equally concerned 
' for the Suppreſsing of Popery,as they were for this 4 C7; 
Some of thoſe Bills at leaſt, that were ſent down from the 
Lords, or began by the Commons, might have been ready 
as well as this for the Royal Aſſent.. | 

Yet they had ſome very good Bulls: relating - to Trade 
under conſideration,but. they were not fo Zealous in that 
Concern: as they, ought to have been : but rather ſeemed 
to fear the State of the People on that account ſhould be: 
made too eafie before they had obtained their other Ends 
of his Majeſty and the Government, 

Of this their Yote. about the. A for prohibition of the 
French Trade may be an .inſtance ; for however that Att 
might» be of great uſe, if the Dutch would conſent to pro- 
hibit all. Trade with them as well. as We :. yet, as Long as 
they go on to Trade with them, and we do not, it onely. 
tends to unpoveriſlt the King.;and Us; and Inrich them ; 
and therefore ought te have been left at -liberty till they: 
and we can mutually: agree to.ſtop it. 
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- * Nordid the Proteſtant Religion by Law eſtabliſhed,tare any 
better, for that being equally oppoſed by the Diſſenters on 
one hand, and the Papi on the other, under pretence of 
Uniting us againſt the latter, the former were encouraged 
by their Votes and Bills to endeavour her ruine. 

The Bill for Uniting his Majeſties Proteſtant SubjeRs, 1s 
a perte&t Toleration ot almoſt all other Religions which 
are or ſhall be amongſt us, except Popery; and had it, 
and the other Bill tor Exempting them trom the Penalties 
of the Laws made againſt the Popiſh Recuſants paſſed, it 
would not have been poſlible to have Executed them or any 
other againſt the Papitts For it cannot be imagined that the 
Papiſts could not have been able to have got themſelves 
Liſted amongſt ſome of our Diſſenters or other, and then 
upon making the Declaration, and producing two Perſons as 
Witneſs, that they believed them to be Proteſtant Diſlen- 
ters, they would have had -the liberty to have inflamed 
both thoſe Diſlenters that were Comprehended, and thoſe 
that were Tolerated againſt the entire Conformiſts, and 
theſe again againſt them. And ſo both Popery ſhould have 
gone nibed and the Feuds amongſt our ſelves wonld 
have grown to that height, that nothing but a ſtanding 
Army would have been able to have kept us in any tolerable 
quiet. 

If the Miniſters of the Church of England had been part 
of them-entire Conformiſts, and part of them Presbyte- 
rians, thoſe that were of the firſt ſort, would have kept up 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed as high or higher then now, and 
the other Party ruſt have laid aſide totally the uſe of 
the Common-Prayer as* well as the Surplice, Croſs, 
and Kneeling at the Lords Supper, or elſe their whole 
Party which now follow them, would have all left then, 
and fo another Faction would have rifen in the Church 
of Semi-Conformiſts, and all thoſe that are without the 
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Church would have continued, as now they are, under othey 
Teachers, only more infolent, and more turbulent ; and fo 
inſtead of uniting us againſt the Papiſts and Popery,which is 
the pretended cauſe of the AF,we ſhould have been more di- 
vided and Animated againſt each other then now we are. 

It was one of the Rules preſcribed by that Bill, 7hat no pers 
ſon ſhould be admitted to take the Declaration, who refuſed the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy when tendred unto him, Now 
this would Rs left all the Quakers, Anabapriſts, and ſeve. 
ral other Sc&ts in the ſame ſtate of Perſecution (as they call 
it) as they now are; and great Numbers of the Other Sets 
too, when they had conſidered of it, would have Scrupled it, 
as well as they in Scotland have done: and fo thoſe that were 
totally Excluded,would have been enraged againſt thoſe that 
had teen tolerated, as having betrayed them firſt, and then 
left them to the Severity of the Law, and by that time all 
theſe Parties, viz. the Rigid Conformiſts. 2. Semi-Confor- 
miſts. 3. Tolerated and Non-Tolerated Proteſtants all enraged 
againſt each other,had for ſome time been fermented by the 
Tlaits and Popiſh Party,a man may gueſs what kind of /niov 
there would have been amongſt Proteftantsin England. 

And when they had gained all this, what Security could 
have been given that they would have reſted here? that 474 
which one Parliament makes,another may Repeal : and they 
would never have been Secure of Keeping what they had 
gained, but by taking care to fill the Houſe of Commons in 
every Parliament with the moſt FaCtious men they could pick 
out; and they could never have maintained their reputation 
with the Party, but by puſhing things forward,and fo every 
Seſſions ſomething more mul have been; granted for the 
better Sccurity of the Union, and removing of Feats and Jez- 
louſies, . till at laſt we had been þrought to the fameitare of 
Conſufion his Majeſty found us ip at his Return, 

- That a conſiderable number of theſe Diſenrers are ns mo 
again 
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2gainſt Monarchy as Contormity,is Apparent by their Books, 
diſcourſes, and tormer practice. Now what Security ſhould 
his Majeſty have had, that when this Party had by impunity 
and time been ſtrong enough to have dealt with the Loyal 
Party, they would not have endeavoured to be diſpenſed 
with from obeying him or any other King but Chriſt Feſus 2 
and then Nothing, could bave united Proteſtants and Secured 
us againſt Popery, but the Laying aſide the Kingly Govern- 
- ment, and the Setting up a Common-wealth; and of this 
they have already given ſome Nogable hints in their Pam- 
phlets: and when they are told the Excluſion of the Duke 
of Zork will onely Secure them once from a Popiſh- Prince, 
and make them that follow more Cautious how they diſco- 
ver themſelves too ſoon ; and that if any Actual King of 
England ſhould turn Papiſt, which is as poſſible and more 
probable then that another , Heir. ſhould. do it, they would 
then be in the ſame. ſtate as if the Duke Succeeded : 'Fhey 
conſtantly reply, That zt is unreaſonable it ſhould be inthe 
power of one man to reduce us to Popery ; that is, It 1s not rea- 
fonable that Kingly Government ſhould be any Longer Con- 
tinued amongſt us. -. 

. From all whigh 1 conclude, That the prox& of Uniting 
Proteſtants bY"remitting the Laws againſt the Diſſenters, is 
impoſsible; and 'that-thele Conſequences being Obvious and 
Apparent before-hand ; there could be no other deſign in 
the Attempt but the ruine of the Monarchy, and the intro- 
ducing Confuſion, and War amongſt us ;, at leaſt theſe would 
ertanly; have followed. 1G i 1! 

.Sothat the day a 7oleration, or which is all one, an ©/nion 
amongſt Proteſtants upon. the terms-propounded, is ſettled, 
the Monarchy ;muſt be made Atſolute, or it will not Stand : 
And Provition muſt be made to maintain a Standing Army 
bigg cnough co Keep af Parties (2nget,how much ſoever the 
ate averſe to it,or our Peace at home will not be ary 6 

| An 
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- And as. toall Foreign affairs, Eng/and muſt look on,and ſuffer 


Eonclus 


fron. 


all things to go asthey will; for Neither King nor Common. 


Wealth will be in a Condition to do any thing abroad in that 


unſettled ſtate things will be at home ; and by-that time 
England comes to tettle, France (if God interpoſe not by 


Miracles) will have brought under So many of its Neigh- 


bours, that E»g/and Will be able to make no effeQtual refi- 


{tance if it ſhould be attacked by that Potent Kingdom. 


My deareſt Countrynsen, 1 humbly begg you would be 
pleaſed to refled& Seriouſly upon this in tne, if it be not 
Now too late, and Unite heartily with His Majeſty our moſt 
Gracious and Sweet-Natured Soveraign, and the Religion 
Eſtabliſhed, and not ſuffer your ſelves to be led by pretended 
Fears into real and unavoidable Slavery and Confuſion; at- 
tended with all the Miſeries of War, and which (as much as 
—_ can foreſee) muſt 'end in Popery and a French Conqueſt 
of us. Fr 

I have laid the Matter plainly before you, not Knowing 
what may follow as to my Selt; but this I am ſure of, that 
Advantage I can have none by it. I am a private perſon,and 1 
Expect fo to liveand die. 1 have no aim at.any Publick Im- 
ployment or Place of Truſt, nor any means to attain it if I 
had : I am Contented with the State God hath Set me In. 
And the Utmoſt I wiſh for is; to Leave things to my Poſte: 
rity as they ought Now to be, if the Laws had their due Et- 
tets; and therefore I am compelled by Nothing but my 
Zealous afteQtion for my Country, which (next God and 
my own Soul) I love above all things, to run the hazard of 
giving you this Advice, and thereby drawing upon me the 
Malice and Revenge of all thoſe that ſeek to Ruine and En- 
ſlave You.  - ES PID 

As to thoſe Gentlemen of the Fiouſe of Commons, who may 
poſſibly take offence at What I have written, (for all Fw 

ure 
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fare will not) I defire they would in cool blood Conſider 
what they have done, and then let them think of Me-whar 
they pleaſe : For if ever Faction, Anger, and 1ll deſigns were 
entertained by ſo great a Body of Men as the Major part of 
this Houſe was, it 15 Apparent they were here. And I will 
inſtance in but a few Particulars, tho T'might in-more.. 

Can any mortal man produce either Precedent or Law to 
Juſtifie the Impriſonment of the Gentlemen called the Abhor- 
rers 2 Have the meaneſt peoþie of Ex2/and a right to Petition 
the King againſt his Expreſs Command, 1n a thing of which 
te'is the Sole Judge,by alt our Laws; andthat by Multitudes 


of Hands procured by men' that have no authority for that 


purpoſe ; and may not Grand-Juries, Juſtices of the Peace,and 
other ſuch like'perſons oppoſe them, or which is leſs, difown 
it ? But ſuppoſe they cid more than they ought, was it fit. 
to impriſon them before they were allowed to defend them- 
ſelves ? Gentlemen, it ſerved your turn now, but'it may one 
day be turn'd againſt-you, and then conſider how you - will 
take it. The Corporations do Now moſt of them ſend Gentle: 
men, but they may when they pleaſe lay Youby; and ſend 
Mechanicks, Trades-men, Shop-Keepers, How would your 
high ſpirits brook it to be ſent for in Cuſtedy, and made to 
Kneel (without being Suffercd to Speak, and onely for doing 


your curies) to ſuch-men, and ſo be fent home again ? Iam 


ſure no Engliſh Gentleman can brook this indignity Lut with 
fach inward Reſentments as befit the Generoſity and Temper 
of that Nation, or otherwiſe I muſt think-we are prepared 
for Slavery ; and all that Manly Courage that bath made 
our People Renowned in all Countries in the World, is de- 
gencrated into the Moft Shameſul Effeminacy and Cowat-= 
diſe. Onely in this caſe Religion and Loyalty made- them 
yield; even'to Injuſtice and OppreſSion. As long as his Sa- 
cred Majeſty thought fit to Suffer it, they Subnutted, but 
with ſuch Thoughts as would have taught you more Juſtice 
and Maderation,it this had nat bcen in the cafe: Yourt 
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Your ſtyling all thoſe Gentlemen that had been brought in 
to the. Commulsion of the Peace in the room of ſome others 
difplaced, ME N of Arbitrary Principles, and Countenancers of 
Papiſts and Popery ; and if you could have invented more 
Odious Names and Words that theſe, you might with as 
much truth and ingenuity have beſtowed them upon them. 
Was it fairly done, or was it not ? Is it one of the Priviledges 
of your Houſe to Vote Me a Few or a Turk,or that I was one 
of thoſe men that occaſioned the Breach betwixt Charles the 
Firſt and his Parliament ? If it be, then 1 will iay no more, 
but that I begg your Pardon ; and Kneel down at the Bar of 
a Houſe of Commons with the ſame Submilsion, as if I believed 
the Speaker Intallible, and every Member an Angel. But if 
your Yotes ought to be not only Conſonant to Law, but 
agreeable to the truth of things, then that Pallage was haſtily 
and paſsionately written, and not well Conſidered ; and care 
ought to be taken for the tuture to Write more Cautiouſlly, 
_ Speak and Yote like Men that hada little reſpect to your 
Places. 

Your Yotes of the 7th of Fanuary 1680. concerning his 
Majeſties Revenues and borrowing of Money upon them, 
are they juſtifiable or no2 may I not lend the King 10007. 
if I pleaſe without your leave, and not incur the danger of 
being reputed an Enemy to the Sitting of Parliaments? 
Suppoſe the French ſhould Land in England or Ireland,or the 
Papiſts or Diſſenters riſe, and the King Want Money to ſup- 
preſs the one, or drive out the other, muſt we hazard his 
and our Ruine, rather then ſupply him by a Lone in the In- 
tervals of Parliament, have we a Property in what is our 
own, and may we not uſe it as we ſee cauſe, without breach 
of Priviledge of Parliament 2 ; 

Your Yote of the 10th of Fanuary, That the Proſecution of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, was at that timo 
Grievous to the Subjeft, a Weakning of the Proteſtant Intereſt, 

au 
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an Incouragement to Popery, and Dangerous to the Peace of th. 
Kingdom ; 1s as little underſtood as any of the reſt. Why 
was it made 2 To what Subje&t is it Grievous ? To the Dif- 
ſenters > Why then let them leave their Diſſenting to the 
Church of Eng/and and all will be well. What Proteſtant 
Intereſt doth it weaken, for there are more Proteſtant Inte- 
reſts then one in the Nation? doth it weaken that Proteſtant 
Intereſt which is Settled by Law 2 Then fay ſo. But how it 
doth encourage Popery, or endanger the Peace of the Nation, 
is yet Harder to be underſtood : but Suppoſe it did ; what 
then > You may repeal the Laws, and Bills you had afoot, 
that would have Repealed them if they would have paſſed; 
but you were to be adjourned, and had not time to finiſh 
them : And did you think to have laid them aſteep by your 
Single Vote, without the Confent of the Lords or the King 2 
You ſhould have done well then to have told the Nation that 
you have the whole Legiſlative Power in your hands, and 
that it is Contrary to Law for any man to Act againſt a Yote 
of the Houſe of Commons, tho in Obedience to an Aft of 
Parliament. | 

But that I may not ſeem to ſet up my own Single Judg- 
ment againſt a Whole Houſe of Commons, F will inſert an Au- 
thority or two Equal to them, in better Times tho they be 
Long. The firſt of which ſhall be an Addreſs of the ZZouſe 
of Commons the 28. of Febr. 1663. 


May it pleaſe your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 

TE Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful aud Loyal Subjefts, the 

Knights,Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons 

in Parliament Aſſembled, having with all Fidelity and 

Obedience Confidered of the Several Matters Compriſed in Tour 

Majeſties late Gracious Declaration of the 2.6. of Decemb. Laſt, 

and your moſt Gracious Speech at the beginning of this preſert 
Seſsiog. 


V Do 


T1 ſuppoſe 


here is a word- 


of an Indulgence, if the Parliament ſhould Conſent to it; Eſpe- 
cially ſeeing the pretenders to this Indulgence did ſeem to make + 
Gs | ſome. 


wanting. 
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Do in the firſt place for our Selves, and in the Names of afl 
the Commons of England, render to oor moſt Sacred MajeFty, 


the Tribute of our moſt hearty Thanks for all that infinite Grace 
and Goodneſs wherewith Tour Majeſty hath been pleaſed to pub. 
liſh your Royal Intentions of adhering to your At of Indemnity 
:=dOblivion, by your Conſtant and Religious obſervance of it. 
And our Hearts are further enlarged in theſe returns of Thankſ. 
givings, when we Conſider Tour Majeſties moſt Princely and 
Fleroick Profeſsions of relying upon the Aﬀettions-of your People, 
and Abhorring all Sort of Military and Arbitrary Rule. But 
above all,, we can never enough remember, to the Flonour of 
Tour Majefties Piety, and our own unſpeakable Comfort. thoſe 
Solemn,and moſt rangi Invitations of us Four Majeſties Sub. 
jedts, to prepare Laws to be preſented ts Tour Majeſty, againſt 
the Growth and encreaſe of Popery ; and withal to provide more 
Laws againſt Licentiouſneſs and Ft ty, at the ſame time de. 
claring Tour Own Reſolutions for Maintaining, the Ad of Unte 
fommity.. 4nd it becomes us always to acknowledg and Admire 
Tour Majefties Wiſdom in this your Declaration, whereby Tour 
Majeſty is pleaſed to reſolve not onely by Sumptuary Laws, but 
by yoar Own Royal Example of Frugality, to reſtrain that Fx- 
ceſs in mens Expences,which is grown ſo youre and ſo exorbi-- 
tant, aud to direft our endeavours to find out fit Laws for Ad- 
wancement of Trade and.Commerce, 

After all this, We humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty to Believe, 
that it is with Extream Unwillingneſs and Reluttancy of Heart 
that we are brought to differ from any thing which your Majeſty 
bath thought fit to propoſe. And though we do no way doubr,. but 
that the unreaſonable diſtempers of. Mens Spirits, and the Many 
MWutinies a»4 Conlpiracies which were carried cn during the 
late Interval of Parliaments,did reaſonably incline Tour Majeſty- 
* to ill hamours, till the Parliament aſſembled, and the hopes 
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ſome title to it by virtue of Tour Majeſties Declaration from 
WBzeda. Nevertheleſs your Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal 
Subjetts, who are Now returned to Serve in Parliament from 
thoſe Several Parts and Places of Tour Kingdom for which we 
were Choſen, do humbly offer to Tour Majeſties Great Wiſdor, 
That it is in No Sort Adviſeable, that there be any Indulgence 
to ſuch perſons who prefume to diſſent from the ACt of Unitor- 
mity and Religion Eſtabliſhed, for theſe Reaſors. 

We have Conſidered the Nature of Tour Majeſties Declaration 
from Breda, and are Fumbly of Opinion that Tour Majeſty ought 
not to be preſſed with it any further. 

Becauſe it is not a Promiſe in it Self, but onely a Gracious 
declaration of Tour Majefties Intentions to do what in you lay, 
and what a Parliament ſhould Adviſe Tour Majeſty to do ; and 
No ſuch Advice was ever given or thought fit to be offered, nor 


could it be otherwiſe Vnderſtood, becauſe there were Lawes of 


Uniformity then in being, (hich Could not be dilpenſed 
with but by Ac of Parliament. 7 hey who do pretend a right 
to that Suppoſed Promiſe, put their right into the Hands of 
their Repreſentatives whom they choſe to Serve for them in 
this Parliament, who have paſſed, and your Majeſty Conſented to 
the ACT of Uniformity. If any ſhall preſume to Say, That a 
right to the benefit of this Declaration doth [till remain after 
this Alt paſſed ; it tends to diſſolve the very Bouds of Govern- 
ment, and to Suppoſe a diſability in Tour Majeſty , and your 
Houſes of Parliament to make a Law contrary to any part of your 

Majeſties Declaration, though both Flouſes ſhould Adviſe Tour 
Majeſty to it. 

. We have alſo Conſidered the Nature of the Indulgence propo- 
ſed, with reference to thoſe Conſequences which muſt Neceſſarily 
attend it. 

It will Eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law, and make the whole Go- 
vernment of the Church precarious, and the Cenſures of it of No 
Moment or Conſideration at all. 
8 It 


Note this. 
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It will no way become the Gravity or Wiſdom of a Parliament, 
to paſs a Law at One Seſsion for Uniformity, and at the Next 
Seſsion, the reaſon for Uniformity Continuing ſtill the ſame, to 
paſs another Law to fruſtrate or Weaken the Execution of it. 

It will Expoſe Tour Majeſty to the reſtleſs Importunity of 
every Set or Opinion, and of every ſingle perſon alſo, that ſhall 
preſume to diſſent from the Church of England. 

It will be a cauſe of increafing Sefts and Settaries, whoſe 
Numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant profeſsion ſo far, that 
it will at laſt become difficult for it to defend it ſelf againſt 
them. And which is yet further Conſiderable, thoſe Numbers 
which by being troubleſom to the Government, find they can Ar- 
rive to an Indulgence, will, as their Numbers increaſe, be yet 
more troubleſome, ſo at length they may arrive to a general 
Toleration, which Tour Majeſty hath declared againft,and in 
time, ſome frovanne Seft will at laf# Contend for an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, which for ought can be foreſeen, may end in Pepery. 

It is a thing altogether without Precedent ,and will take away 
all means of Convicting Recuſants, and be inconfiſtent with the 
Method and Proceedings of the Laws of England. 

Laſtly, it is kumbly Conceived, That the Indulgence prop-:- 
ſed will be ſo far from tending to the Peace of the Kingdem,that 
it is rather likely to occaſion great diſturbance. 

And on the Contrary, That the Aſſerting of the Laws and 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed according to the A& of Unitormity, 
is the moſt probable Means to produce a Settled Peace and Obe- 
dience through the Kingdom ; becauſe the Variety of Profeſſions 
in Religion, when Openly indulged, doth direfly diſt inguiſh men 
into Parties, and withal gives them Opportunities to count their 
Numbers,which conſidering the Animoſities that out of a religious 
Pride will be kept on foot by the ſeveral Faftions, doth terd 
direaly and inevitably to open diſturbance : Nor can Tour Ma- 
Jeſty have any Security, that the Doftrine or Worſhip of the Se- 
eral Faltions,which are all governed by a Several Rule, ſhall be 
confiſtent with the Peace of the Kingdom. al: 
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And if any perſon ſhall preſume to diſturb the Peace of the Fiug- 
dome, We do in all hamility declare, That we will for ever,and upon: 
all occaſions be ready with our Vtmoſt Endeavours and Aſsiftance, to 
Adhere to, and Serve Tour Majefty according to our bounden Duty 
and Allegiance. 

The Reaſon and Loyalty of this Addreſs prevailed with his 
Majeſty at that time, to lay afide all his Thoughts of an 1dul- 
gence; and well had it been for him and us, if he had never re- 
aſſumed them : for trom his forſaking this Advice in the Year 
1671. Sprung all thoſe Miſeries that now ſo much threaten bim 
and us. But tho his Majeſty Changed, the Par/iamen? kept their 
grounds; for in an Addreſs dated the 14th of FeF. 1672. they 
aſſert againſt Z1is Majeſties Declaration of Indulgence dated the 
15th ot March before, That Penal Statutes i» Matters Eccle- 
ftaſtical, cannot be ſuſpended but by Aft of Parliament. We there- 
fore (ſay they) the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Fiouſe of 
Commons, do moſt humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That the ſaid Laws 
may have their Free Courſe, until it ſhall be otherwiſe prcvided by 
Atl of Parliament ; and that Tour Majeſty would Graciou'y be plea- 
ſed to give ſuch Direfims herein,that no Apprehenſins or Fea 94/1es 
may remain in the Hearts of Tour Majeſties good and faithfal $ub- 
jets. | | 

The King not being Satisfied with this, but ſtill inſiſting that 
he had a Right by his Supremacy to Suſpend the Excecu'15n of 
Penal Laws in Eccl:fraftical Affairs ; They replyed the 26th of 
Feb. following, That no ſuch Power was ever Claimed or Excr- 
oifed by any of his Majeſties Predeceſſors ; and if it ſhould be ad- 
mitted, might tend to the Interrupting' of the Free Courſe if the 
Laws, and altering the Legiſlative Power, which hath always beer 
acknowledged to refide in his Majeſty, and the Two Houſes of Par- 
liament. Therefcre they did with an Unanimous Conſent become 
again Flumble Suitors unto his Sacred Majefty, That he: would &+ 
pleaſed to. give them a full and Satisfattory Anſwer to their. fir}? 
Petition and Addreſs'; and that bis Majeſly would take ſuch effe- 
tual Order, That the Proceedings in this Matter might not be for 
the future drawn into Example... To 
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To which faid laſt Addreſs, his Majeſty was pleaſed to Con. 
deſcend ſo far, asto Order his Declaration of [adulgence to be 
taken off the File and Cancell'd. 

Now the uſe I make of all, is to ſhew firſt, That the Opinion 
of an Excellent & Wiſe Houſe of Commons was, That an dz. 
gence,Toleration or Vnion,as they now call it,was of a Miſchievous 
Nature, and would finally end in Confufton and Popery. Second- 
ly, That if it ſhould be thought neceſſary to grant one, it being 
a Legiſlative Af, it muſt be by the Joynt Conſent of the King 
and the Two Houſes, and not by any one of them. And there. 
fore I will Leave it to the Conſideration of the Gentlemen of that 
Houſe to Judge, Whether they did well in paſling the Yote of 
the 10th of Fanuary aforeſaid, for the Suſpenſion of all Penal Laws 
which relate to the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

Some pretending to Excuſe them, have faid it was a Yete only 
in order to a Bill to be brought in for the taking thoſe Laws away. 
But I anſwer, There were ſeveral other Bills tor that purpoſe de- 
pending; and therefore this was in vain. Secondly, There is no 
mention of a Bill to be brought in in the Concluſion of the Yore. 
Thirdly, They knew they were to be Prorogued, as appears by 
__ Yote, and therefore Such a Deſign would have been im- 
poſlible. 

Now if they had carried thoſe few Points in this Seſsion, Fir 
not onely to Deny the King any Supply, but to make it Criminal 
for any man to Lend him any Money upon his Revenues; they 
might then in another Seſsion have gone further, and have made 
it Puniſhable for any man to have paid him his Juſt Settled, Le- 
gal Dues; and that would have made them able to have Forced 
this Xing or his Succeſſors to what ever they had pleaſed. : 

Secondly, If they might have gone on to impriſon his Majeſty s 
Subjects 1n an /#egal and Arbitrary way,for Matters that had no 
relation toPriviledges of Parliament,they might afterwards have 
Extended this to as many Perſons and Things as they had plea- 
ſed, and ſo No man would have dared .to have ſtood by His 
Majeſty againſt a Houſe of Commons, tho they had gy 3" 
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Depoſe his Majeſty. Nor would his Maje/ty in a ſhort time: 
have been able to have ProteCted: his Subjects againſt any 
injury that they or any of them had been pleaſed to have 
done them ; which would infallibly have Subverted the Mo- 
narchy, and have introduced a Common-Wealth. 

Thirdly, Tt they had got that great Branch of the Le- 
giſative Power into their hands,. of ſuſpending the Execu- 
tion of Laws by their Yote, they might.have driven it as far 
35 they pleaſed, and ſo have once more- Outed the King and 
th2 Houſe of Lords, as a former Parliament did by the 
Same Means. I will conclude this with the Judgment of a 


Great and a Learned Man, No Orders made by A Houſe of Clarendon's" 
Commons in England, are of any Validity or Force, or receive Anſwer to 
any Submiſsion, longer then that Fouſe of Commons Continues ; Hobbs, 

and if Any Order made by them be againſt anyLaw or Statute, P.127, 128. 


it is Void when. it is Made, and receives noObedience. 


His Majeſty then had both Law and Reaſon'on his Side, 
when he ended his Speech to the Next Parliament at Oxford, 
with theſe Words : 


WIL L. Conclude with this one Advice to you, That the 
Rules and Meaſures of all your Votes, may be the Known 
and Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, which Neither Can, . 
wr Ought to be Departed from, nor Chang'd, but by Ad of. 
Patliament t. And 7 may the more reaſonably Require, That 
lou make the Laws of the Land your Rule, becauſe 1 ans- 
Reſolved they ſhall be Mine. 


FINTIS. 
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Aving received the: following Papers 
. juſt as this Traftate was finiſhed 
and Printed off , I thought my ſelf 
If. obliged to Comply with the reaſonable Re- 
| quest of ſo many Perſons of that Worth and 
| Quality the Subſcribers are : Tho at the 
ſame time I muſt confeſs, that neither I, nor 
this Treatiſe, do or can deſerye that Cha- 
| raGer their Civility and Goodneſs bave be- 


flowed on us... 


1 


Touching | 
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Sr, x : 
Eing Inform'd that you are upon a Continuation of 
that Excellent Work, Entituled, An Addreſs. to the 
racemen and Freeholders of the Nation ; and that the Third 
Part of it is now in the Preſs, we take the Freedom to 
Trouble you with this"our Joynt-Requeſt : That if you: 
take any Notice of the Cafe of Mr. Richard Thompſon of 
Briſtol Clerk, in the Series of your Narration., you will 
be pleaſed to give Credit to the Report which we ſhall 
here offer you; And ( if you think fitting ) ro Commu- 
nicate it to the Publick in his. Juſtification and Defence. 
The Particulars hereof we have partly upon very Gocd: 
Authority ; And we are able to Teſtifie the Truth of the 
reſt upon our own Knowledge and Experience as to the 
Character, Life, and Converſation. of This Worthy Gen- 
tleman, - SR LI 
He was Born of Proteſtant Parents ,' and Educated in 
the Methods and Principles of the Church. of Zng/and. 
He received his Orders of. Prieſthood from the Hands 
of Dr. Fuller Biſhop of Lincoln, in; the year 1650. Im- 
mediately upon this Qualification, he was ſenx by: the 
Reverend. Dr: Pzerce to ſerve in his Cure of Brington in 
Northamptonſhire ; where he continued fome Years with a 
very Fair Reputation. | 
About the year 1675. He removed. from thence to 
Salubary uporr the Invitation of the faid: De. Pzerce, rhen. 
Dean: of Sarum, where he livd with him. in bis own 
Houſe.. 
In the year 2676. The Dean beſtow'd. upon: him firſt 
2 Prebend; And. then a Preſentation to St. Marie's in 
Marlborough. | 
In 1677.. He Travail'd with Mr. Jo. Norborne of Calne 
in Wiltſhire ; but. within leſs than a TORREY _ + 
. | Ee FY 
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Recall'd , upon the Vacancy of Bedminſter by Briſtol his 
Preſent Living. 

When he was abroad, he neither-Studyed at St. Omers, 
nor Douay, (as was ſuggeſted :) Nor ever faw thoſe Places, 
nor paſs'd into any part of Flanders or 1taly, but France 
alone. 

He ſpent near Seven Months of his time at Pars ; 
and in the Academy of Monſieur Foxbert, a Proteſtant, 
ſtill ſrequenting the £»g/i/þ Ambaſſador's Chappel; and 
receiving the Sacrament there : And during his ſtay 
he Preach'd twice , and read Prayers often in That 
Chappel, 

At Guien upon the Loyre, he ſojourn'd all his time there 
with Monſieur D« Paizy the Proteſtant Muiiſter, Frequent- 
ing the Proteſtant Church, and that only ; Receiving the 
Sacrament alſ> from the hands of Monfteur Du Paizy, to 
put thoſe Men out of hope of Gaining him over that had 
already Sollicited him by fair Promiſes of Advantage to the 
Communion of the Church of Rome. | 

At Blois he kept himſelf alfo upon the fame Reſerve, 
avoid.ng even to Lodge in the Houſe of a Romaniſt, but 
upon Abſolute Neceſlity. 

He was not yet ſo Rigorous as not to allow himſelf in a 
Curioſity to make an Acquaintance as well with Perſons 
Eminent in their feveral Orders of the Church of Rome, as 
with the Famous Men of the Proteſtant Churches, 

He does not deny but that he.had twice or thrice ſeen 
Maſs performed while he was abroad, but it was Curio- 
lity, not Religion that carried him thither : And that he is 
ſo far from being ſtagger'd in his. Faith. by any thing he 
ſaw abroad, that he is the more Confirm'd in it. And that 
he would rather Beg within the Communion of the Church 
of England, than be the greateſt Perſon the Church of Rome 
could make him out of mn, _ _ .. © En 65 
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Since his Return'in 1678. No man hath kept himſelf 
more ſtrictly to the Orders of the Church ot Exglaud. 
He hath taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy at 
leaſt Eight ſeveral - times; Preaching and ACting in Con- 
formity thereunto. He never Retus'd any Telt of Fide- 
lity to the Government , and Declares himſelf Ready to- 
take any farther Teſts that ſhall be lawfully impos'd up- 
on him. 


Str 

We have Extracted theſe Particulars. from Evidences Un. 
conteſtable; and we reckon it our Duty to God, to the 
Church, to Common Juſtice, and to Perſecuted Innocence, 
to Preſent This Account to your ſelf, in hopes that you 
will Tranſmit it with your own Ingenious Reflexions to 
the View, and Canſideration of the World. 

We have Annexed hereunto a ſhort Summary of whar 
will be Atteſted on his behalf ſince he came to Briftol. And 
we have thereunto ſubjoyn'd ſeveral Fair and Ample Cer- 
tificates in his Vindication and Defence. We could have 
added many more, as particularly , A Certificate: of the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop (Now) of Chicheſter, late 
of Briſtol, who: has been pleas'd to Certifie Mr. Richard 
Thompſon,to be (in theſe very words) A Perſon of much more 
then ordinary Endowments for Learning, an Excellent Prea- 
cher, aud which Crowns both the Former, a" Man of a Clean 
Life, and Unreproveable Converſation. 4 Perſon free from 
Novelties in Religion , but very ſound and Orthodox in the 
Dodrines he Preaches; and thoroughly Conformable as 0 
Diſcipline, &c. And then afterward, his Lordſhip Con- 
cludes thus. at 

1 know uo Toung Man'of his Tears that: better deſerves 
very Good Preferment in-our Church then This Toung Man 
doth, Aad this I do Teſtifie ſincerely from my Heart, and 


give 
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grve under my Hand,” this Fourteenth" day of” September; * 74 
the year of our Lord 1679: at my Palace'in Chicheſter. . 
" For the Truth- and Authority of the whole Matter, we | 
are willing and ready to become Anſwerable, and ſhall take : 
it for a ſingular Kindneſs if you will be pleas'd to; ler > 


Theſe Teſtimonials paſs into the World at the inſtance 
of 


Sir, 
Your humble Servants,. 


Thomas £5ton, Mayor.. 
Sir Richard Crump, Kt. 
Sir John Knight, Kr. 
Fames Twyford. 

Walter Gunter. 
Thomas Davidge. 
John Teomans. 


Touching Mr. THOMPSON: Gare 
and Pains at BRISTOL in the Diſcharge of his 


FunCion there : And his Reputation among the 
Inhabitants of the {aid City, 


i FT is Undeniably known , That he hath brought 
- over many Anabaptiſts, and* Quakers to the Church 

of England there, and Baptized ther Publickly,  » 
2. That he hath Inſtructed, and Grounded many. Hug- 
dreds of Children (who were afterward Confirmed by 
the -Biſhor of the Place) in the. Catec7/m rot the Churai 
of. Englaud.. 3; It: 
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3. It is certain that he is never: without a Ful/ Aud: 
tory, whenſoever he Preacheth, or when he Readeth the 
Prayers only : And that he hath in his 7zwe much encreaſed 
the Number of Communicants. 

4. There are many moſt Worthy Gentlemen in That 
City, that will not be Aſhamed to own their Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Church of Exg/and, to the great Pains which 
he hath taken With, and Among them. ; 

Laſtly, In Teſtimony of the High Eſteem that the Tn- 
habitants of That City had of This Gentleman, they Met 
him, with a great many Horſemen, at his Return from 
his Perſecution in London ; and bad him Wellcom again to 
the Place of his Refedence, with the Zigheſt Expreſſions of 
Joy, and Acclamation. « 


Sir John Lloyd's Certificate concernizz Myr. Thompſon, 
under the Seal of the Office of his Majoralty. 


Hereas Richard Thompſon, Vicar of St. Mary Red- 

cliff, and St. 7Thomas, two Eminent Churches 

within the City of Brifo/, even from the time of his firft 
appearance to officiate in thoſe Churches, hath been 
privily traduced, and now of lite openly and malici- 
ouſly branded, by the multiforme Fanaticks of this City, 
for a Church-Papilt and Jeſuite,for the Rector of St.Omers, 
ſo Nick-naming St. Zhomas, and with many like Terms of 
Obloquy and Slander, the Invention- whereof may be 
reckon'd upon as the very firſt and peculiar gift of that 
Party, whoſe great and only Maſter-piece it hath been and 
fill is, by like Malicioufly Witty and Wicked Methods 
and Artifices to expoſe alike His Loyalty and Miniſtry, 
and to leffen that Efteem and Reputation he hath thereby 
gained in the Hearts and Aﬀectionsofall the Kings Maje- 
\ Rties Loyal & Loving SubjeRs within this City. = Theſe 
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Thele are therefore at the Requeſt -of and juſt Due to 
the ſaid Richard 7 hompſon, to Certifie unto all, unto whom 
thefe Prefenrs (hall come, that the faid Richard 7 howpfor, 
is well known to me Jobs Zhoyd, Knight, and Major ot the 
ſaid City, and toall the Kings Majeſties Loyal and Loving 
Subjes therein, to be a Perſonof moſt Innocent and Ex- 
emplary Life and Converſation, a moſt Conſtant and Care- 
fut Diſpenſer of God's moſt Holy Word unto the People. 
under his.Charge, a moft Diligent and Zealous Aſſertor of. 
the Kings Majefties Supremacy in all Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical 
and Civil, in oppoſition to all Schiſmarical and FaQtious 
Perſons and: Priticiples, under what Names ſoever they 
paſs or prevail amongſt us, and allo of all the Chriſtian 
Dodtrines, together with the Rites and Ceremonies of the: 
Church of Zze/and,as they are now Ownedand. Eſtabliſhed 
by Law. : * OEESY 
: In Teſtimony whereof I have cauſed the Seal of my, Of- 
fice of Majoralty to'be affixed , Datcdthe Eighteenth Day” 
of September, Auno.Dom.1679 Finn 
& Fohn Zloyd, Major. 


The Dean, and Chapter of Saram, their Certificate, 


| 05 bus. quorum. inteveſh innateſcat per Preſenters, Ricarduns. 

Thomplon»7t Artzbus Magiſtrum,! & Vicarimen dt B:rdminiter 
juxta Briſtoliam, quamdiu apud nos commoratms eſt, pie vitam, ſabriegs. 
& laudabiliter traduxiſſe. In concionibus ſepe habendis ſedulo curan: 
adbibuiſſe, ſtrenue ſtudiis Theologicts nauaſſe. operam ,. Nec unquanm: 
(quod ſeimus,) docuifſe quicquan vel renuiſſe, quod Eccleſia Anglicana: 
n0n etiam appobat atque tuerur. Cujus praſertem. Diſcipline: & ſuperio- 
ribus quibuſcungue ab onni.parte conformem morigeramque-ſe-preſtitit..- 
Di quorum onnium. Feſtimonium, & fiderw uſdem faciendam., nominas 
noſtra © comomina, plane T& ex.anima-appoſuimns, Sept, 13.. Annogz 
* AHLES Yeparate, 1679. 


Thomas Pierce Dec. Sarum 

Daniel: Whitby Precentor Saru: 
Ricardus Drake Cancelarins Sarum: 
Ricardus Hill Car. Refids Sarwn > + 
Erancifcus Horton Car: Refid..Sarurs;. 


9 

A Certificate'$ igned by ſeveral of his Auditors upon the Thi. 

 tieth of January, 1679. being Perſons of great Reputation 
for Loyalty as well as Fortune. 


'Heſe are to Certifie all whom, it may concern, That 
3 we whoſe Names are hereunto Subſcribed, were pre- 
ſent at the Pariſh Church. of St. Thomas within the 
City of Briſtol, on the Thirtieth Day of Fanuary, 1679, 
where we then heard Mr. Richard Thompſon Preach very 1o- 
lenmly on the Occaſion of that Days Faſt. To which Ser- 
mon every one of us for himſelf doth Deflare, he was ve- 
ry attentive. And we do all hereby Certifie and Declare 
that we do not remember that the ſaid Mr. Thompſon, did 
then fay in his Prayer, or Sermon, 7hat there mas no Popiſh 
Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot, or any thing to that or the 
ike eftet. And we are ready to make Oath of the ſame, 
if required. But on the contrary, we haye. heard, him deteſt 
and abhior the-Popiſh Plot. ' And wedo further. Certifie, 
That the ſaid Mr. 7hompſen, is, and by all the time we have 
knowf him, hath been a True and Loyal Subje& to our 
Moſt Gracious Soveraign, and of a very Sober and Pious 
Life'and Converſation amongſt us, every way ſuitable. to his 
Fun&ion. '* Witneſs Our Harids this Thirteefith day of Ne- 
vember, 1680. | 


Fohs Hicks, Alderman\Fohn Oliff, _ ; \Fames Twyford, 


Sir RichardCrump,Ald.|John Teomans, Daniel Pym, 

Sir John Knight, Kt. |Jobn Combes,Sherift.|Zhomas Fartwel, 
George Morgan, George Boucher, |Edmund Arundel, 
Thomas Davidge, Thomas Turner, Richard Benſon, 
Edmond Brand, George Hart,Sheriff.| Francis Teomans, 
fohn Broadway, |Fames Millerd, Thomas Durbin, 
Walter Gunter, . |\Ralph Oliff, Charles Allen, 
John Heljer,; © 06-25 | 


THE END. 
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An Advertiſement. 


He Author of this Diſcourſe being out of diſtance 
toattend the Prefs, finds ſeveral Errata's in it, which 
he recommends to the Candour of the Intelligent Reader, 
as matters of little or no Importance to the Frame or 
Scope of his Defign, But in the Page 99. he finds a very 
Groſs Miſtake, by leaving out of one Entire Line in the 
Manuſcript, which he Imputes to a {lip of the Compoſi- 
tors, there being Two Lines together beginning with the 
Two ſame Words, viz, [ Have a ] The Error runs thus. 
As ſoon as ever the Bill paſs, the Duke will have a Right 
to make a War upon England, even in his Majeſties Life- 
time. Which is not only a Contradiction to the Reaſor: 
and Jxſtice of the Caſe, but to the Do@Grine alfo of the 
Author in ſeveral Patlages of the Book. Wherefore it is 
defired that it may be ReGified according to the Original 
Manuſcript; Thatis to ſay, | 


So ſoon as ever the Bill paſs, the Duk? will have a 
kind of Popular Colour , though be cannot have a 


Right, to make a War upon England , even in his 
Majeſties Life-time. 
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